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—__—_—-——_—- INTRODUCTION 


The Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation held its 
13th Council in Aden, the capital of PDR of Yemen. 


The Agenda comprised a review of current developments at 
the level of the two Continents as well as at the international 
level in general, putting a special emphasis on the means to coun- 
teract the imperialist escalation against the national liberation 
movements in the two continents, the intensified imperialist mi- 
litary presence on the Gulf region and the Indian Ocean and the 
developing situation in the Middle East after the Camp David 
accords particularly in relation to the Palestinian cause, being 
the axis of the Arab-Zionist Conflict, the continued Zionist occu- 
pation and aggression on South-Lebanon and the designs of the 
Lebanese fascist forces. 


The Council gave particular concern to the causes of strug- 
gle against racism, racial discrimination in Namibia and South 
Africa, to the deteriorating international situation, the issue of 
the U.S. policy on accelerated armament, leading to a set-back 
to the cold war tensions, and the weakening of detente, as well 
as the scone of action of present aggressive military pacts, in 
particular the NATO, in addition to their endeavour to set up 
pacts or new regional “Security systems”, to spread either openly 
imperialist military bases or through the so-called military fa- 
cilities in the various regions particularly in the Middle East re- 
gion, the horn of Africa, the Arab Sea and the Indian Ocean as 
well as the forming of “Rapid deployment forces” as a means to 
interfere in the internal affairs of independent countries in Asia 
and Africa and to repress their liberation movements. 


duces ie es 


The Council reviewed and ratified a set of organisational 
measures that aim to meet the requirements of the future course 
of action of AAPSO so as to involve more forces to be engrossed 
in the struggle for enhancing solidarity between the peoples of 
the two continents and that have expressed the wish to partict- 
pate in the activities of the Organisation. The AAPSO has intro- 
duced some changes among the ranks of its leadership that will 
secure more flexibility and efficiency in view of widening the 
scope of action of the Organisation and the weighty tasks in 
cumbent on it. 


The Council has furthermore reviewed the problems of de- 
velopment and information in countries of the Third World and 
the struggle of their people for a New International Economic 
Order and to liberate the mass media from the hegemony of «m- 
perialist information monopolies. 


The Council held a session in solidarity with the PDRY and 
the struggle of its people under the leadership of the Yement 
Socialist Party, against the imperialist and reaction machina- 
tions to achieve social progress and unity. 


The Peace and Solidarity Council of Democratic Yemen or- 
ganised a number of mass rallies in solidarity with the struggle 
of the People of Palestine, the Peninsula and the Gulf, the libera- 
tion movements of Africa, Latin America and Afghanistan. 


This book comprises a complete set of AAPSO’s 13th Coun- 
cil Session documents, the speeches delivered, the working papers 
presented to the Council, the.General Declaration, the resolutions 
adopted by the Council and its list of participants. 
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The new tasks of the AAPSO in the present crucial international situation 
vis-a-vis the escalated onslaught against peace by imperialist powers and for 
disarmament, detente and international cooperation : the acceleration of the 


struggle of peoples for complete decolonisation and genuine independence : 


1. Further mobilisation of support to the Arab Liberation Movement in 
its struggle for the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people in ac- 
cordance with all the UN resolutions on the Palestinian issue and for a com- 
prehensive just solution in the area, for complete withdrawal of Israel from 
the occupied Arab and Palestinian territories, for the consolidation of the 
sovereignty and unity of Lebanon, for safeguarding the independence of Arab 
countries, for the control of Arab peoples over their natural resources and for 
democracy; against the Camp David schemes of imperialism, Zionism and re- 


action. 


2. The struggle against the U.S. military escalation and the imperialist 
military bases in the Indian Ocean, Gulf area and the Red Sea, and the situation 
in the Pacific and South East-Asia, for strengthening of peace and security in 
Asia as the genuine way to consolidate independence and promote rfrogress 
of countries of the Asian Continent, solidarity with the Korean People for 


peaceful independent reunification. 


3. The AAPSO contribution to the struggle for final liquidation of co- 
lonialism, racism and apartheid on the African continent; the support to the 
national liberation movements in South Africa and in Namibia, the support 
to the Frontline States and to the struggle of peoples of African countries for 


consolidation of their national and economic independence. 
4. Disarmament, detente, safeguarding world peace and security as an 


ee eee 


indispensable condition of the consolidation of independence of the Afro-Asian 
peoples and for economic development and social progress. 


Co-operation and militant solidarity of Afro-Asian peoples with the non. 
aligned movement, the progressive and democratic forces and the socialist 
countries is a decisive factor in the struggle against imperialism and colonial- 
ism, for the liquidation of the imperialist military threat. 


5. The struggle for the solution of social and economic problems of de. 
velopment and for the new international economic order, against all forms of 
imperialist cultural domination especially in mass media as a basis for real in- 
dependence of developing countries. 


6. Organizational, structural and constitutional issues and the new stage 
of the AAPSO. 


INAUGURAL 
SESSION 


INAUGURAL SESSION 


SPEECH OF 
COMRADE ALI NASSER MOHAMED 


Secretary General of the 

Yemeni Socialist Party 

Chairman of the Presidium of the People’s Supreme Council 
and Prime Minister 
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Comrades, 

Chairman and 

Members of the Presidium and the Permanent 
Secretariat of the AAPSO! 

Comrades and Friends, 


In the name of the Yemeni Socialist Party and our militant 
masses, I have the pleasure to warmly greet the convening of the 
13th Session of the AAPSO General Council in our country. I 
seize this memorable occasion to convey to you the Yemeni peo- 
ple’s appreciation and pride for your choice of Aden as the venue 
of this major solidarity assembly, which gathers the representat- 
ives of the peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin America and their mili- 
tant forces who struggle for freedom, democracy, peace and so- 
cialism, and repudiate dependence, colonialism, wars, interna- 
tional terrorism as well as all forms of relations based on in- 
justice and exploitation. 


Our Yemeni people, who today host this solidarity assembly 
with love, warmth and pleasure, voice their profound appreciation 
for the activities undertaken and the stances adopted by the 
AAPSO in consolidating and supporting the just struggle for our 
Yemeni people since the inception in the early sixties of the Sep- 
tember 26th and the October 14th glorious revolutions; and in 
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mobilising world wide support for our national struggle to main- 
tain independence and national sovereignty, achieve social prog- 
ress and restore territorial integrity on sound and democratic 
basis, and repulse imperialist reactionary conspiracies aimed at 
undermining our peaceful march toward the building of a new 
and advanced life. 


Experience has indeed affirmed the fact that people strug- 
gling for freedom and progress are never alone in this age which 
is fraught with popular revolutions against world imperialism, co- 
lonialism and socialism. Their struggle runs parallel to that of 
peoples in the socialist countries, the toiling masses in capitalist 
countries and all peace and democracy-loving forces the world 
over. It is not surprising therefore to find that the struggle of 
peace, freedom and socialism-loving forces converges on the same 
course. The world imperialist system, which begot fascism and 
political terrorism, set up death arenas, master minded two world 
wars that claimed millions of casualties and planted racist re- 
gimes and dictatorships in Asia, Africa and Latin America, is 
responsible for the misery, disease and illiteracy ravishing tens 
of millions of people in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Hence it is historically inevitable for the struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism and racism to follow the same course 
pursued by the struggle for socialism and peace. It is also histo- 
rically inevitable for forces struggling against the tyranny of the 
world imperialist monopolies to close their ranks so that huma- 
nity may live secure, away from war, starvation and fear. 


Comrades, 
Friends, 


The establishment of AAPSO twenty years ago constituted 
an index for the awakening of the national consciousness of the 
Afro-Asian peoples and the revival of their anti-colonialist na- 
tional liberation movement. The birth of the Organization under 
the banner of the Bandung principles opened wide vistas for the 
reinforcement of the cohesion of the Afro-Asian peoples struggle, 
and the deepening of their solidarity. The past period in the Or- 
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ganization’s life has been fraught with world-wide revolutionary 
developments embodying the historical content of this era, which 
is characterized by the collapse of imperialism and the victory of 
socialism. It has also unmasked the ugly face of world colonial- 
ism and accentuated the peoples’ ability to struggle against all 
forms of unjust exploitative relations. 


It is opportune on this historical occasion, the meeting of 
the General Council of AAPSO after 22 years of its founding, to 
point out the great and decisive victories scored by the struggle 
of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America against colon- 
ialism in a bid to achieve complete national liberation. 


It is also befitting to pay glowing tribute to the heroic acts 
and sacrifices performed by these people in defending their right 
to a secure and dignified life. At this point we solemnly recall the 
memory of these great national leaders who devoted their lives 


to the struggle against colonialism for the sake of national in- 
dependence. 


Though great leaders like Ho Chi Minh, Gamal Abdel Nasser, 
Patrice Lumumba, Amilcar Cabral, Jawaherlal Nehru, Agos- 
tino Neto, Kamal Jumblatt and others are absent today, yet the 
noble principles they embraced, and fought unrelentlessly to es- 
tablish continue to radiate in Asia and Africa. 


As the escalation of the socialist-backed Afro-Asian peoples 
national liberation struggle against colonialism following World 
War II constituted a change in the balance of world power in fa- 
vour of the forces of liberation and socialism, the current histo- 
rical struggle waged by these peoples for economic liberation and 
for the use of their national resources to achieve independent de- 
velopment has actually accentuated this change in favour of the 
anti-imperialist forces, contributed to the aggravation of the ge- 
neral crisis of present-day colonialism and gave a new content to 
the status quo of the new national liberation movement. The most 
salient features of this content are the struggle to solve develop- 
ment problems and difficulties in newly liberated countries, intro- 
duction of social transformations in favour of the toiling masses, 
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‘confrontation of dangers inherent in the activities of multina- 
tionals, promotion of new international economic relations, com- 
patible with the legitimate aspirations of liberated countries to 
develop their economies, control their natural resources and build 
a new life for their peoples. 


‘Comrades and Friends 


The struggle for the cause of peace occupies nowadays a 
most prominent place in the activities of honourable militants 
round the world. This, in point of fact, confirms the soundness 
of the path pursued by the world revolutionary process in our 
contemporary age. It has also helped to foil the conspiracies of 
the imperialist powers, unveil their ugly aggressive face, the 
features of which are quite evident and distinct in many parts of 
the world, currently exposed to the dangers of the aggressive 
conduct of world imperialism that threatens world peace. 


Since the world revolutionary movement was able, thanks 
to the alliance of its fundamental forces, to accomplish a phase 
of struggle against old colonialism, the remnants of the latter 
have become forefronts for the imperialist aggressive and terro- 
rist activity directed against the peoples struggling for progress 
‘and peace. 


Israel, which represents a colonialist settler phenomenon 
backed and instigated directly by the U.S.A., continues to discard 
the Arab Palestinian people’s rights, through its persistent occu- 
pation of the Arab lands, its unabated establishment of Zionist 
settlement there and changing their geographic and demogra- 
phic features, the demolition of secure dwellings, the assassina- 
tion of militants and national leaders, the imprisonment without 
trial of thousands of innocent people, the repeated aggression on 
Southern Lebanon in collusion with secessionist groups and 
trends with the aim of dividing Lebanon into fragile sectarian 
entities, and the proclamation of Jerusalem as its capital in total 
defiance of the resolutions of the U.N., the non-alignment move- 
ment, international organizations and world public opinion. 


It is obvious that the joint Israeli-American imperialist po- 
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litical activity in the Middle East has culminated in the signing 
of the Camp David accords and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, which 
failed to restore to the Arab Palestinian people their national 
rights, bring about an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Arab 
territories and realize just peace in the Middle East. However, 
these accords have greatly succeeded in restoring imperialist mi- 
litary bases to Egypt and the Red Sea, carrying out joint. 
manoeuvres with a view to plotting against the Palestinian Re- 
volution and the nationalist as well as progressive regimes in 
Syria, Libya, Algeria, Ethiopia, and Democratic Yemen, pending 
the reinstatement of imperialist domination over the entire Arab 
region, the continued plundering of its wealth and the obstruction 
of its peoples’ struggle for freedom, progress, national democra- 
tic unity and peace. 


The Camp David agreements, rejected by our Arab peoples, 
were not conducive to peace since this was not their objective. 
However, they opened the region wide before imperialist infil- 
tration, encouraged the revival of reactionary forces and led to 
feuds and divisions in the Arab world. This is actually the real 
objective of the Camp David agreements. 


As the truth became glaringly evident and the parties to 
the Camp David agreements reached a deadlock on the Middle 
East issue, several attempts were made to save them from fall- 
ing, including the so-called European initiative which we reject- 
ed. Consequently, we affirm that a just and comprehensive solu- 
tion can only be achieved if the national legitimate rights of the 
Arab Palestinian people, led by the PLO, are recognized. These 
comprise the Palestinian people’s just national objectives, includ- 
ing the right to establish their own independent national sove- 
reign state and to retrieve the occupied Arab territories. 


I seize this opportunity to express our profound appreciation 
for the support and solidarity extended by the AAPSO to our 
Arab peoples and to the Arab Palestinian people. We equally ap- 
preciate the support extended by other friendly peoples. 


In this connection, I would like to point out that the Soviet 
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‘proposals put forward by Comrade Leoned Ilich Brezhnev at the 
26th Congress of the USSR CP concerning the settlement of the 
Middle East problem are considered, from our viewpoint, realistic 
‘and practical for seeking a just and comprehensive solution to 
the explosive and critical situation in the Middle East. 


In order to consolidate our Arab peoples’ liberation and de- 
‘mocratic struggle, we shall continue to exert efforts and mobilize 
the potentials of the Arab favourably-inclined forces in the 
‘struggle against imperialism, Zionism and their lackeys in the 
Arab region... We shall support the Palestinian revolution... We 
shall always stand by the unity of Lebanon, its territorial 
integrity and the unity of its people. We shall continue to 
extend brotherly support to Oman’s Revolution led by the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman, provide the 
necessary support to those struggling to liquidate the U.S. 
bases in their countries. We shall also make sure that member- 
states of the Arab Steadfastness and Confrontation Front will 
carry on their distinguished liberation role at the national level. 
In the meantime, we shall work, in co-operation with our brothers 
throughout the Arab homeland, to consolidate the struggle in this 
direction in order to foil all the schemes and intentions of our 
common enemy. 


I avail myself of this opportunity to express our full solida- 
rity with the struggle of the national and progressive forces of 
Egypt and to assure our militant Arab people in Egypt that, de- 
spite all the attempts made to isolate Egypt from the rest of 
the Arab homeland, Egypt will remain an inseparable part of 
the Arab homeland and the Arab homeland will be always with 
Egypt. 


The complicated situation obtaining in the Middle East as 
a result of the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary conspiracy has ex- 
panded to involve other regions. Current events in the Gulf and 
in the Indian Ocean are but only a natural extension of the same 
Middle East conspiracy. 


Against this background, it is necessary to pay considerable 
attention to the situation in the Gulf, the Indian Ocean and the 
‘Red Sea that have recently become a major field for implement- 
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ing aggressive military schemes against the independent develop- 
ing countries in particular, and world peace in general. 


In the wake of the tangible progress witnessed by the na- 
tional and social liberation movement of the peoples of this region 
which enjoys an abundance of natural wealth and following the 
victory of the Islamic Popular Revolution of Iran, the stabiliza- 
tion of the two progressive regimes of Democratic Yemen and 
Ethiopia, the consolidation of the inter-Yemen peaceful approach 
to reunify the country and the people on peaceful and democratic 
bases along the guidelines of the two glorious revolutions of 
September 26 and October 14, the imperialist circles set out to 
escalate their aggressive military activity against the peoples of 
the region. The scope of this activity has recently expanded 
through the stockpiling of nuclear arms arsenals in Diego Garcia 
in the Indian Ocean, the military bases established in Oman, 
Egypt and Somalia, the reinforcement and expansion of the 
moves of war fleets, the military manoeuvres conducted in Oman 
and the provocative skirmishes on our eastern borders which aim 
at direct intervention in the affairs of the region and jeopardiz- 
‘ing its security and stability. 


Also the scope of imperialist machinations designed to in- 
‘crease tension, trigger off local wars in the region, weaken the 
unity and solidarity of its countries and peoples, and impede the 
efforts exerted to promote co-ordination and co-operation among 
‘them has expanded. 


That is why, comrades and friends, it is our opinion that all 
honourable people cherishing the cause of peace and stability 
in the world should pool their efforts to save this region from 
the risks involved in the aggressive intentions of world imperialist 
forces, the results of which would be certainly not limited to our 
region, but would expand and seriously harm the security and 
peace of the peoples of Asia, Africa and the entire world. 


From this standpoint, we considered right from the start 
that the Iraq-Iran war does not serve the interests of the two 
neighbouring peoples. In fact it affords considerable political and 
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military opportunities to the imperialist forces to pass their con- 
spiratorial schemes against the security, stability and progress 
of the peoples of this region. 


Also proceeding from this point we have stressed right from 
the beginning the need to intensify persistent action to maintain 
security and peace in this region i.e., the Arab peninsula, the 
Gulf, the African Horn and the Indian Ocean, with a view to 
saving them from the dangers of the imperialist military pre- 
sence and preserving the sovereignty of all its countries and na- 
tions. We also stressed to declare the Indian Ocean and the Red 
Sea a zone of peace. 


It is clear from all that the broadlines of our country’s 
foreign policy reflect the concern of the Party and the State 
leadership of Democratic Yemen to secure the course of co-exist- 
ence and fruitful co-operation among the states and peoples of 
this region on the basis of mutual respect, common interests, 
equality and respect of sovereignty, far from any form of inter- 
vention in the internal affairs of others and in a manner ensuring 
the peace, security and progress of the peoples of the entire 
region. 


In line with the main trends of our foreign policy, we wel- 
comed the Soviet proposals put forward by Comrade Leoned 
Brezhnev in India for the dismantling of the hostile foreign mi- 
litary bases in the Indian Ocean, the Gulf and the Red Sea. We 
consider these proposals as a serious contribution and a practical 
as well as realistic basis to guarantee the security and peace of 
this region and the welfare and prosperity of its peoples. 


Comrades and Friends, 


The UN General Assembly adopted in 1971, on the initiative 
of the Indian Ocean littoral and landlocked nations, a resolution 
declaring the Indian Ocean a zone of peace stressing the desire 
of the Indian Ocean countries and the entire international com- 
munity to save this region from the risks of tension and war, 
the harm of which will certainly reflect on the whole world. 
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Nevertheless, the imperialist circles tended over the past 
decade to intensify their international terrorist practices in this 
region, create tense relations among its countries and overtly 
threaten to capture its oil resources, as voiced by former US 
President Gerald Ford in the mid-70’s and seconded by former 
US President Carter and the present US President Ronald. 
Reagan. 


Therefore, we believe it is necessary to mend the situation 
before the imperialist military presence in our region is aggra- 
vated. Proceeding from our belief in the common goals and sup- 
reme interests of the peoples of this region and expressing our 
sincere wish in this regard, we called, at the 8th Islamic Summit 
held at Taif last January, for the convocation of a summit em- 


bracing the countries of the Indian Ocean, the Gulf and the Red 
Sea. 


On our part, we exert, and are still exerting, all possible ef- 
forts in order to achieve constructive co-operation and peaceful 
co-existence among the states of the region in face of the impe- 
rialist aggressive dangers so that these states may jointly con- 
sider such dangers and mobilize the necessary potentials to safe- 
guard our peoples’ security, peace and progress. 


Hence, emphasis should be laid on the fact that the stabi- 
lization of the region’s security and peace is an indivisible entity, 


and that exclusion or disregard of any party will not help achieve 
these goals. 


AAPSO, whose activity has been associated with the issues 
of liberation, progress and peace over its 22-year lifetime, will 
undoubtedly give special attention to the situation in the Indian 
Ocean, the Gulf and the Red Sea and to our sincere call for the 
convocation of a summit of the states of this area. We are sure 
that our just struggle for peace and for the warding off of the 
dangers of war enjoys the support of all the good forces repre- 
sented in your organization. We are equally sure of the effective- 
ness of the role your organization can play in securing the 
staunch support of world public opinion for our just causes. 
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Comrades and Friends, 


As in the case of the Yemeni and Ethiopian revolutions, 
when the imperialist and reactionary forces stood against them 
and brought about several regional conflicts and aggressive wars, 


they are playing now the same aggressive role against progress 
and peace. 


We are of the opinion that a solution to the so-called Afgha- 
nistan issue is connected with an end to interference of the im- 
perialist and reactionary circles in the internal affairs of Afgha- 
nistan. In this regard, our country considers the proposals put 
forward by the Government of the Democratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan concerning direct negotiations with its neighbours as 
conducive to the consolidation of the stability and security of 
both Afghanistan and its neighbouring countries. 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 


The people of our country have made vast strides towards 
the elimination of old colonialism, and forced their way to na- 
tional independence by sweat and blood. Yet we still have a long 
and arduous way to go in order to consolidate our country’s in- 
dependence and sovereignty and liquidate the struggling rem- 
nants of colonialism, racism and racial discrimination. While be- 
ing highly appreciative of the decisive victories achieved by the 
peoples of Africa over the colonialist and reactionary forces, vic- 
tories which resulted in the emergence of national and progres- 
sive regimes in Ethiopia, Angola, Madagascar, Mozambique, Zim- 
babwe and cther countries, we affirm that these victories have 
placed crucial responsibilities before the peoples of these coun- 
tries towards their brothers in South Africa and Namibia. This is 
attributed to the fact that the racist regime of Pretoria will not 
recognize the Africans’ sovereignty over their land. Sticking to 
its apartheid policy, Pretoria will perpetuate its hostilities and 
subversive acts against Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia 
and all the African frontline countries exactly as Israel is doing 
in the Arab territories. 
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Consequently, the cohesion of the African national and prog- 
ressive forces has become an urgent and necessary task for sup- 
porting and consolidating the people of Namibia in their struggle 
for national independence and for the elimination of the domina- 
tion of the racist Pretoria regime as well as for supporting the 
peoples of South Africa in their struggle against racism and 
racial discrimination. 


While we strongly condemn the racist regime in Pretoria, 
we express our full support for the struggle of the peoples of 
Namibia and South Africa to attain national independence and 
sovereignty. We equally declare our firm support for the stead- 
fastness of the African Frontline states in the face of the repeat- 
ed aggressions on their territories by the racist aggressive re- 
gime of Pretoria. 


Dear Comrades, 


Democratic Yemen has declared its clear stand towards the 
peoples of Indo-China who heroically struggled against US im- 
perialism and crowned their struggle with sacrifices which won 
them the appreciation of the whole world. 


However, US imperialism has not given up its conspiracies 
against many peoples and countries in this area including Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea in order to impede their endeavours 
for development and socio-economic progress. We are sure that, 
in this august gathering, the peoples of Indo-China will receive 
full support for their struggle against the policy of hegemony 
pursued by the USS. 


In Democratic Yemen, we have repeatedly declared our com- 
plete solidarity with and full support for the struggle of the 
peoples of Indo-China to realize democratic development and 
social progress. 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 
The struggle of the peoples of Africa and Asia has always 
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been associated and united with that of the various of peoples 
of the world including those of Latin America who are under- 
going a revolutionary upsurge which reflects their aspiration to 
national liberation and social progress and their rejection of the 
imperialist, colonialist, reactionary and dictatorial policy. For 
this end, they have made great sacrifices. In spite of the fascist 
terrorist acts perpetrated by the reactionary and military dicta- 
torial regimes in Chile, El Salvador, Uruguay, Bolivia, Guate- 
mala and elsewhere in the continent, the revolutionary struggle 
of the peoples of Latin America has been intense. There are sig: 
nificant revolutionary indications that a new era will emerge in 
that continent to add to the socialist heroic revolution in Cuba 
and the national liberation revolutions in Nicaragua and Grena- 
da, new heroic epics of the militant peoples in all parts of our 
world. We hail the struggle of the people of Cuba, and express 
our solidarity with the peoples of Latin America and their de- 
mocratic forces for the achievement of their goals and for their 
liberation from the influence of the political, military and econo- 
mic imperialist monopolies. 


We call for the expansion of the scope of comprehensive co- 
operation between the forces of peace and solidarity, and the de- 
mocratic and progressive forces in Asia and Africa on the one 
hand, and the forces of peace and democracy in Latin America 
in order to consolidate their unity with the rest of the battalions 
of the world revolutionary movement at the forefront of which 
is the world socialist system, led by the friendly Soviet Union. 


Comrades and Friends, 


By scrutinizing the developments in the independent devel- 
oping countries, we would realize the extent of the dangers re- 
sulting from the fierce aggressive schemes implemented by the 
world imperialist forces in order to prevent the independent de- 
veloping countries from taking any political or economic initiat- 
ives. Thanks to their national liberation movements and the in- 
ternational support of the socialist countries, the developing 
countries have become an effective force in the international com- 
munity, and a basic factor of struggle to bring about a change 


as OF 


in the picture of the unjust international economic relations, for 
the establishment of a new International Economic Order that 
would protect humanity from severe economic disasters that are 
closely linked with the world capitalist system in crisis. 


Indeed, the group of the independent developing countries 
currently plays an effective as well as active role in international 
relationships in the service of the causes of peace, national in- 
dependence and socio-economic progress. However, they are ex- 
posed to extensive and numerous forms of resistance put up by 
the world imperialist forces which resumed their neo-colonialist 
activity under the guise of the multinationals, the monopolist 
commercial practices, the international monetary system and all 
‘sorts of hegemony over the potentials and the wealth of the de- 
veloping countries through unequal treaties. In addition, to these 
there are the international methods of threats and terrorism 
which reflect the aggressive military nature of world imperialism. 


It has been proved, dear friends, that the aggressive mili- 
tary acts perpetrated against the independent developing coun- 
tries in Asia, Africa and Latin America, are in harmony with the 
adventurous trend, the return of the cold war atmosphere and the 
attempts to undermine security in Europe, through the tremen- 
dous increase in military budgets, the consolidation of military 
aspects in Europe crowned with the decision of the US Admi- 
nistration to freeze the SALT 2 treaty, and the NATO decision 
to deploy new nuclear missiles in Europe. 


Therefore, we call upon the forces of peace and democracy 
which cherish the causes of peace and security to denounce and 
condemn the aggressive trends of the present US Administra- 
tion, and to exercise all sorts of pressure for the promotion of 
international detente and peace as two basic conditions for the 
development and progress of our peoples and for safeguarding 
the security of humanity at large. 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 


The struggle of the peoples of Africa and Asia has been as- 
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sociated with the struggle of other militant countries to attain 
national liberation and social. progress. In this context, the pro- 
minent activity of your Organization has been united with the 
activities of many other movements and Organizations including 
the non-alignment movement which has played a major role since 
its establishment. It has been a staunch support of the struggle 
of our peoples for national independence, political and economic 
liberation and the liquidation of the imperialist influence and all 
forms of colonialism and neo-colonialism. 


While we hail the role of the non-alignment movement, we 
feel that the complexity of the current international situation as 
a result of the imperialist aggressive tendencies and their impact 
on our peoples necessitates the strengthening and consolidation 
of co-operation between the AAPSO and the non-alignment move- 
ment in order to fortify and unite our endeavours in the service 
of our joint struggle at all levels. 


Comrades and Friends, 


The AAPSO held numerous events in our countries. The con- 
vening of this Council reaffirms the unity of struggle binding our 
Yemeni people and the peoples of Asia and Africa. Moreover, the 
active role played by the Organization in promoting solidarity 
among the peoples occupies a great and outstanding position in 
the context of the democratic liberation struggle of our Asian 
and African peoples. 


In view of the current grave international situation and its 
increasing dangers on our people, and considering the effective 
and active role of the AAPSO in its struggle for the victory of 
our peoples, I would like to assure you that, within the potentials 
of our country, we will extend all forms of aid and support to 
the AAPSO, to enable to assume its responsibilities in the strug- 
gle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, Zionism and 
reaction. We are certain that this Council will give particular at- 
tention to the promotion of the position and the capabilities of 
the Organization in order to accomplish its noble duties in the 
service of our peoples. 
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Comrades and Friends, 


During the last two decades, your Organization has played 
an outstanding role in support of the national liberation move- 
ments of the peoples of Asia and Africa and in consolidating the 
ties of militant solidarity among the world revolutionary forces. 
In this historic meeting, you have before you the task of defin- 
ing, clearly and precisely, the aims of the new historical epoch 
which witnesses the struggle of the peoples of Asia and Africa. 
This demands the reinforcement of the victories of the national 
liberation movement in those two continents, foiling the imperial- 
ist and reactionary designs, and activities, the continued develop- 
ment of the ties of militant solidarity among the peoples of Asia 
and Africa and their progressive forces, the exposure of all forms 
and methods of the world imperialist aggressive military trend, 
and raising high the banners of struggle for the sake of peace in 
this planet. 


We are confident of the ability of the AAPSO to undertake 
its tasks in this crucial stage in the history of the world’s na- 
tional liberation movement of the peoples of Asia and Africa. 


In conclusion, I wish to the 13th General Council all success 
in its endeavour to reach conclusions that would contribute to 


the consolidation of AAPSO work in all spheres. 


Than you ... .. 
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INAUGURAL SESSION 


SPEACH OF 
Mr. YASSER ARAFAT 


Chairman of the PLO Executive Committee 


Brother President Ali Nasser Mohamed, 
Brother Chairman of the Conference, 
Brothers guests and participants in this Conference. 


Allow me first to present on behalf of the Palestinian Revo- 
lution, and the Palestinian people and on your behalf, to our 
Brother President Ali Nasser Mohamed, to the Yemeni Socialist 
Party, and to the people in the brotherly state of Democratic 
Yemen our sincerest thanks for holding and sponsoring this inter- 
national conference which convenes at a very critical interna- 
tional juncture, characterised by the serious challenges that not 
only face our region, our country and nation, but the whole world 
as well. 


Also allow me to express my thanks to our brothers and 
comrades in arms who share our common struggle in Latin Ame- 
rica, who participate with us in the deliberations of this Confe- 
rence. 


In fact, our region and our Arab nation is presently passing 
through the most critical stage of its struggle. For now, we are 
not only facing racist Zionism, neofascism, and not only are we 
facing the agents of imperialism and colonialism in our countries 
and our region, but we are obliged to confront imperialism led 
by the U.S.A., as for the first time since the Vietnam war, the 
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American Administration takes one of the most dangerous de- 
cisions, not only for our region, but for international peace as 
a whole, throughout the world. It is no coincidence that these 
forces should rally now in our region, and even encircle it while 
we are addressing you, and while we are meeting here in Aden 
which stands in all steadfastness, revolutionary Aden, in the 
midst of this militant, revolutionary progressive, democratic and 
heroic people under the wise leadership of our brother, President 
Ali Nasser Mohamed, 


I mean it is not by chance. You are all aware of the diffi- 
culties that had met our Organization before this Conference 
until our Comrades, in Democratic Yemen, came out readily to 
host it and provide the conditions for its success. We highly ap- 
preciate this, in the Palestinian Revolution, and in the Lebanese 
National Movement. As you know and as my brethren know, I 
am not speaking for the Palestinian Revolution only. I am speak- 
ing for the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese National 
Movement. Here, Brother Waleed Jumblat, Chairman of the Poli- 
tical Council of the National Movement, stood, a few days ago, 
not to speak for the National Movement only but to speak for 
the National Movement and the Palestinian Revolution also. 


I say, we are meeting now in Aden in face of these grave 
challenges vis-a-vis the mobile and the ground bases U.S.-led 
imperialism has set up in this region. 


Nor is it by chance, brethren, comrades, that our region is 
sieged now by three American fleets : the Fifth, Sixth and Se- 
venth Fleets in the Indian Ocean, in the Gulf, in the Red Sea and 
in the Mediterranean. 


We say with sorrow that in addition to these there are other 
bases that have been set up, in this region, in Egypt, in the West- 
ern Desert, in Kina in Upper Egypt, in Ras Banias on the Red 
Sea, also in Barbara in Somalia, Mombassa in Kenya and Messira 
in Oman. 
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Moreover, there is a U.S. aggressive nuclear base in Diego 
‘Garcia in the Indian Ocean where 36 nations bordering this Ocean 
have their future and security threatened. Consequently, world 
security is jeopardized through this U.S. imperialist nuclear ato- 
mic menace. This is no coincidence, comrades, but a deliberately 
premeditated planning aimed at reversing the course of history. 
But on behalf of the free people of our Arab nation, the free men 
of integrity in this region and in the entire world, I say to U:S. 
imperialism, the world imperialism led by the U.S.A. and tc their 
stooges who crawl towards the American White House, no one 
can turn the tide of history. We are going with the tide of his- 
tory, and those who go with the tide are bound to triumph and 
to score victories. I say this in these hard times, fraught with 
dangerous confrontations; the critical circumstances we are pass- 
ing through are by no means, mere coincidence, brothers; neither 
what Bush said in his meeting with the Israeli Minister of 
Foreign Affairs during his recent visit to America, to the effect 
that the Palestine Liberation Organisation is a terrorist organisa- 
tion, involved in internationa! terrorism with the U.S.S.R. and 
Cuba. This is not strange, bec~-1se if involvement means assisting 
liberation movements in the ~vorld, I say yes, we are involved in 
helping the liberation movements the world over. 


We are involved, and pleased to say that we are not only in- 
volved but partners to all world liberation movements against im- 
perialism, Zionism, racial discrimination, against neo-Nazism 
created by the U.S. in this bridgehead, or rather this advanced- 
bridgehead in our country and in the region and which is now 
called Israel. 


What Bush is not a mere coincidence, or something meant for 
the mass media. Bush is not at all complaining to Shamir about 
the PLO, but in the political diplomacy this means that the U.S. 
tells Shamir through Bush to keep up his official terrorist 
endeavours against the PLO, and against its allies in Lebanon, 
the National Liberation Movement with whom we are entren- 
ehed in confrontation of the same danger. 
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Brothers, 


It is really ridiculous that Bush should say this to whom ? 
to Shamir !! who is being sought by the Interpol not because 
of an Arab, progressive or democratic complaint, but because 
of documents possessed by the British police, the ally of Ame- 
rican imperialism, whose fleets British Prime Minister Thatcher 
pledge to join in the Indian Ocean. According to these docu- 
nents Shamir had killed Count Folk Bernadotte, and hence is 
being hunted down by Interpol as an _ international terrorist. 
At the same time his boss, Begin, confesses in his book “Revolt” 
that he was able through terrorism to establish the State of 
Israel on the torn body of our homeland Palestine. Begin is 
also sought by the Interpol as a terrorist. 


It is really a funny coincidence. For while the U.S. seeks 
the help of international terrorists it maintains that internatio- 
nal terrorism is being led by the Soviet Union, the PLO and 
Cuba, Isn’t this a shame? isn’t this a fully hatched crime — 
When Bush says such words to Shamir ? What does this mean, 
brothers ? He says “step up your operations”. America gives 
the green light for the confirmation of aggression against the 
PLO. 


It is not a mere coincidence for Etian to say “the war bet- 
ween us and the Palestinians will only cease with the end of 
one of the two parties.’ He arrogantly adds “We shall not 
cease to exist.” 


In the meantime Begin says ‘We shall confront the PLO 
with methods which even Satan does not know.” I hereby tell 
him in the name of the Palestinian Revolution, and in the name 
of the Joint Palestinian-Lebanese forces that regardless of the 
official Israeli-American organized international terrorism 
which uses the most up to date American weapons, we shall 
never cease to be. Furthermore, brothers, South Lebanon is 
currently an experimental field against the Lebanese and the 
Palestinian militants — it is a field of experiments against the 
Palestinian people and against the Lebanese people in Southern 
Lebanon. 
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Internationally forbidden American weapons are being used 
such as the cluster bomb, the fragmentation shell, the gasbomb, 


the Napalm and other weapons that remain in hiding up till 
now. 


I say this to our brothers in the same trench — the ad- 
vanced post in defence of the Palestinian Revolution — “We 
shall die in defending the Palestinian Revolution. We shall fight 
so that the Palestinian Revolution may live’. This has been 
earlier said by my brethren in the National Movement. 


I tell my brothers in the National Movement — who are 
united with us in the same trench “We shall not die. We shall 
triumph — with the help of those present in this hall — those 
who help and support us.” 


Under these cruel, difficult and dangerous circumstances, 
and in the light of the mobile and immobile bases, the Ameri- 
can President and Administration adopt the most grave decision 
after Vietnam by sending th> Rapid Deployment Force to this 
area. He then brazenly adds that the reserve of the RDF is 
the Israeli army, the agents and stooges in the region. And 


they are too many. I do not want to name them because they 
are many ! 


In this region, there are many rivers. For example there 
is the great River Nile whose people gave the Palestinian Re- 
volution, and in defence of the Palestinian people 86 thousand 
martyrs and casualties, which means that each of Egypt’s four 
thousand villages and towns sacrificed an average of 22 mar- 
tyrs and casualties. 


I state here that no one wields the power to change this 
historical and civilisation equation in Egypt. A few days ago 
those heroes among the Egyptian people burnt the Israeli flag 
in protest against normalization, treason and proxy. 


There are many rivers in our countries. On normal] days 
they flow easily and quietly but when the flood comes, it over- 
powers all the stooges and the agents in our region. 
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This is only one example. There are many similar exam- 
ples in the area. I say this out loud so that the near and far 
may hear me. I want Regan to hear me, I want Begin to hear 
me and the coming new representative Peres to hear me. 
Reagan says the “Jordanian Option’, the Labour Party repeats 
after him the “Jordanian Option”. But I tell him in the name 
of the Palestinian Revolution, in the name of the Palestinian 
people, and on behalf of all you free, honourable, democratic 
and progressive forces in the world : there is only one option 
in this region and that is the Palestinian Option. 


Brothers, some believe that when the RDF is sent to the 
area, we would acquiesce in. I am aware of the siege clamped 
on Aden. I come from an area where we and our brothers in 
the joint Lebanese-Palestinian forces are in a state of siege. 
We live within the range of the American Sixth Fleet while our 
brothers in Aden live within the range of the Fifth and Seventh 
Fleets. I am fully aware of this critical situation. But I say 
from a historical point of view that this region is the maker 
of national, patriotic, democratic, and progressive facts, it un- 
dermines all imperialist, Zionist, Nazist and racist illusions. I 
tell all those far and near we are neither intimidated nor threa- 
tened. It is we who intimidate and threaten in this region ! 


I wish to remind them of what Brezezinski arrogantly and 
impertinently uttered in 1977 after they drove Sadat to visit 
Jerusalem, in the belief that the region had been bent to them. 
He said the famous word “Goodbye to the PLO”. Subsequently 
one third of the Israeli army was pushed three months later 
into Southern Lebanon, together with all the modern American 
war tool, in the belief that they would overpower us: Then on 
March 11, 1978, the Israeli Parliament adopted the most outra- 
geous decision ever made — the decision to annihilate the PLO, 
its followers and representatives abroad: What happened then? 
The word annihilation was used against the Nazi criminals in 
the Nuremburg trials. This very word is being used at present 
in the Israeli Parliament, but no one dares to raise his voice 
in protest because it is the annihilation of a liberation move- 
ment — the PLO, the Palestinian Revolution and the Palestinian 
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people. Then they pushed in one third of the Israeli army in 
the effort to crush and annihilate the PLO. Our brothers in 
the Lebanese National Movement sacrificed their lives in de- 
fence of the PLO. 


The fighting continued for 8 days and nights on end. For 
the first time in the history of the Arab-Zionist struggle the 
Zionist enemy called for a cease fire. They formally asked 
Waldheim to declare the ceasefire publicly. In the name of the 
Joint Forces I hereby declare that it was he who asked for the 
ceasefire. We met in the headquarters of the Lebanese-Palesti- 
nian Command and gave him our answer after 8 days. 


We told him we are the Revolution, we in the National 
Movement know no ceasefire and our glossary knows no such 
word as ceasefire. But we shall stop the shelling and counter- 
shelling to allow the return of one quarter of a million of Leba- 
nese-Palestinian refugees dislodged by the war. Brothers, this. 
is only a link in a very long chain ! 


Some months later, after the victory of the Iranian Revo- 
lution, I stood there in Iran which was once the strongest Ame- 
rican bastion, ruled by the Shah in the name of the US. and 
said “Brezezinski we are here to stay.” 


On December 5, 1974, a Palestinian delegation including 
myself visited our dear late friend President Tito. He told me 
then that three days earlier Kissinger, whom some describe as: 
“dear Kissinger’, (and this is recorded in our minutes) had told 
him that the Rabat resolutions on the Palestine cause which re- 
cognized the PLO as the sole and legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people had upset the equation and the arrange- 
ments of the U.S. in the region. 


President Tito warned me and my fellow Palestinians in the 
delegation, some of whom are with us in this hall today treat 
our region would witness grave events in the future. 


In February 1975 the CIA committed its first crime in 
Lebanon by assassinating the Lebanese leader Maarouf Saad. 
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Then began the American conspiracy against both the Lebanese 
and Palestinian people in Lebanon. A study of the diary of 
Rogers Morris, a member in the entourage then of Brezezinski 
and a CIA key official, would reveal the dangerous role assessed 
by the CIA and Kissinger in the dirty Lebanese war that erupt- 
ed on Lebanon’s territory, and which claimed some 47 000 Le- 
banese and Palestinian lives and 120,000 casualties. 


In 1970 the Palestinian Revolution faced another massacre 
in Jordan in which 25,000 martyrs fell. I am invoking here the 
White House documents announced by Nixon, who mastermin- 
ded these massacres against us from the aircraft carrier “Sarra- 
toga”, a unit in the American Mediterranean Sixth Fleet. 


I am just stating facts for those who allege that the Soviet 
Union, the PLO and Cuba are responsible for international ter- 
rorism. Isn’t the use of the F 15 and F 16, as well as the Fifth, 
Sixth and Seventh Fleets and the use of the advanced watchdog, 
Israel, against the Palestinian and the Lebanese peoples and the 
entire Arab nation “an organized international terrorism” ? 


I am pointing out all these facts while I know that Haig 
is about to visit the region in search of new bases and facilities 
for the American fleets in the area. I state these facts at the time 
when Reagan in his first public statement as President says the 
PLO is a terrorist organization. I say in reply that the PLO 
does not care at all if it is described as terrorist. The same 
epithet had been applied once to comrade Mugabe. Where is 
comrade Mugabe now ? He is the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe. 
Welcome comrade Mugabe ! (applause). 


Brothers, the uninterrupted conspiracy in the region does 
not only consist of military exercises. We are fully aware of 
the fact that it means complete American control of the region 
which contains 80 percent of the world’s oil reserve, and at 
the same time the liquidation of revolutionary enclaves in the 
area. They believe that by moving the Rapid Deployment For- 
te into the area they will be able to control and dominate it ? 
But I tell them in the name of all the freedom-fighters in the 
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region that no one and no force, whether big or small can domi-. 
nate this region. It is dominated by one thing only and that 
is the will emanating from the gun carried by the Palestinian 
fighter, the Lebanese fighter and the Arab fighter in defence 
of the entire region. 


Comrades, brothers, a large scale military separation is 
underway. It is not a mere coincidence that the extraordinary 
annual manoeuvres in the Zionist enemy concur with the joint 
|American-Egyptian military exercises in Egypt. At the same 
time the fleets are on the rampage in the region while a nuclear 
base is being established in Diego Garcia. In the meantime 
Comrade Brezhnev puts forward proposals to the Soviet Com- 
munist Party’s 26th Congress and before that in New Delhi, 
including practical principled solutions to the Middle East prob- 
lem. When he spoke about the Middle East he did not forget 
the PLO. Of course the least Comrade Brezhnev accepts is an 
independent state for the Palestinian people. 


He spoke not only about the Middle East, but also about 
the situation in the Indian Ocean, the Gulf, the Carribean, about 
the situation in Europe and the projected deployment of the 
Pershing and the Cruise missiles in that continent. He even 
opened the doors for all honest endeavours in Europe or in the 
U.N. 


The reason for what I say is that there are some _ people 
who are speaking about European initiatives. So God help me 
I have not heard about an European initiative. I heard only 
some ideas ! 


When Thorne came to me, and he was then head of the 
Ministerial Commission of the E.E.C. and asked about our opi- 
nion on the European initiative, I safd : What European initia- 
tive ? Has an European initiative been made ? You have not 
been able to stick to your “Venice Declaration”, in which we saw 
a positive gesture. You were not able to stick to that Declara- 
tion for more than 15 days, that is, between the Venice Meeting 


ee ee 


and the Meeting in Ankara (Turkey). where Muskie, imperti- 
nently said : “I prevented, in the Ankara Declaration, any men- 
tion of the Middle East or the Palestinian People and the Pa- 
lestinian People’s rights”. 


I told him — Thorne — that they did not adhere to their 
Declaration for two weeks and they were telling me now about 
an European move ? 


However, Comrade Brezhnev welcomed such a move. But 
‘the most impressive was that Comrade Brezhnev was responsi- 
ve to our Arab Nation’s aspirations. He did not’ concentrate 
on Resolution 242, because the Palestinian Revolution was of 
the opinion that it did not onstitute the right basis for solving 
‘the Middle East question, on the grounds that it deals with our 
people as a handful of refugees. 


We are the basic existing reality in the Middle Kast equa- 
‘tion, and that was the point on which Comrade Brezhnev con- 
centrated, and said : “Naturally, there will be an independent 
state for the P.L.O.” 


In the U.S., they were unable to ignore Comrade Brezhnev’s 
proposals, which he put forth first in Delhi and then, in its 
broad and essential lines at the 26th Congress of the Soviet 
Communist Party. Let them accuse the P.L.O. and the Soviet 
Union of whatever they like, but they cannot say that there 
are no positive, significant factors in Comrade Brezhnev’s pro- 
‘posals 


Allow me, brother, President Ali Nasser Mohamed to de- 
clare here, on behalf of the Palestinian People, the Palestinian 
Revolution, and our Arab nation, that we welcome these prcpo- 
sals, as a suitable basis to resolve the Middle East question. 


On the basis of the suggestion made by brother Ali Nasser 
I, too, call for the rapid convening of a conference for the 
“Steadfastness and Confrontation Front” states. The P.LO,, 
has welcomed this call, provided that the conference should be 
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convened here, in Aden, to confront the challenges in the region. 
I believe that the political committee, of the Foreign Ministers 
of the Steadfastness and Confrontation states will convene in 
the first week of next month to discuss all the subjects I had 
mentioned. 


In Lebanon, what is happening is not only an aggression 
against the Lebanese and the Palestinian Peoples, but also, an 
attempt by the American watchdog, the Israeli military band, 
to liquidate the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese patrio- 
tic forces, and to aid the isolationist plan in Lebanon. I would 
like to point out, that the dog fight which occurred some weeks 
ago between the Syrian and joinist fighters was not an ordinary 
battle, because it took place over northern Lebanon, and was 
an Israeli ambush for a Syrian air patrol, aimed at sending 
several messages from the United States through Israel to the 
Palestinian Revolution and its allies in the patriotic movement, 
and to the Lebanese isolationist forees, the true allies of the 
Zionist entity, and to Syria who is currently shouldering the 
Arab responsibility on the confrontation line with Israel. To 
be more frank, that battle was a rehearsal for the next milita- 
ry action to test the Soviet-Syrian treaty. 


I am pointing out these events to tell the Americans and 
their Israeli tools that the play is exposed, and that there is 
nothing that can shake us or make us retreat. It is true that there 
are sO many American computers, and an ultra modern Ameri- 
can war machine, but what did this modern war machine do 
at the Shakkief battle, when two of the most powerful Israeli 
army brigades attacked one of our villages ? Though both 
brigades were equipped with missiles and _ aided by artillery, 
aircraft and warships, they were defeated and badly beaten by 
our people. 


I am telling them, outright that nothing can change the 
existing equations neither the Rapid Deployment Force, nor 
the “feel-the-pulse” attacks, nor the F 15 or the F 16’s nor any 
of the forthcoming “F’s’ whatever their mark or brand. We 
will be ready for them, and as the saying goes : No wind would 
shake the mountain. 


Israel, on receiving the green light from America, can co- 
operate with the racist regime in South Africa against Mozam- 
bique, Zimbabwe, Angola, or Namibia ; but the atomic bomb 
cannot halt the wheel of history ! The American Commander 
in Saigon, asked his Command for three thousand helicopter 
gun ships, Phantoms and B.52’s to crush the Vietnamese revo- 
lution within six months. What happened thereafter, brothers, 
is that the American Ambassador himself escaped from Saigon 
in one of those planes in full view of the Vietnamese revolutio- 
naries. 


They have to understand one thing : if they enjoy having 
allies, we are not alone. We have allies too, strong allies round 
the world. 


Once I told Comrade Brezhnev “we, the Palestinian people 
are 4 million in number facing an imperialist superpower and a 
Nazi power.” His answer was “Comrade Arafat, you are not 
four million. You are 264 million”. 


I say this is right, we are 264 million plus all the democra- 
tic progressive millions you honest freedom fighters represent 
here in this hall. 


Despite all this they conclude the Camp David accords, and 
bilateral treaties and seek autonomy as an improvement on 
Camp David. 


We have previously said that Camp David will not do in the 
region, because the Egyptians even before the Palestinians are 
against it. The visit of Navon Israel’s President to Egypt is 
the answer [I give to all those who dream of normalizing rela- 
tions with the Egyptian people. The Egyptian people, on the 
contrary, cherish the Palestinian banner in their hearts and 
minds until it is raised high on Jerusalem ! 


Brothers, no doubt what is currently happening at this cru- 
cial juncture in the Arab Gulf, particularly among the Iranian 
and Iraqi brethren is extremely grave. The Iran-Iraq war is very 
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serious. We are against this war which we have denounced 
since the first moment. It is as much a war against the Iranian 
people, as it is against the Iraqi people and the entire Arab 
nation and the Palestinian Revolution. Since its outbreak the 
PLO moved to have it stopped. We take pride in the fact that 
we are contributing through the Islamic good offices committee, 
and the non aligned goodwill committee to stop this war. It 
has to be stopped. Thefore, I appeal to brother Saddam Hussein 
and to Imam Khomeini, in the name of the Palestinian Revolu- 
tion, in the name of Palestine and in the name of Jerusalem and 
all freedom fighters the world over to stop this war. The only 
beneficiary from this war is U.S. and world imperialism. 


Allow me to urge them in the name of all those gathered 
here to stop this war immediately. 


When I speak about Camp David, Brothers, I mean the 
results of Camp David. It is the endeavour to impose surren- 
der on our Arab nation, to impose the so-called autonomy which 
I describe as “Administrative Rule’ or the embellishment of 
occupation, the “new” slavery of our people. 


I defy all those who drew up Camp David, I defy them with 
Karim Khalaf, and Bassam Al Shakaa whom they tried to kill 
but whose legs refused to be uprooted from our Palestinian soil! 


I defy them with Milhem and Kwasmah who declared be- 
fore you yesterday that they prefer the Israeli prison to free- 
dom outside the Palestinian homeland. I defy them with the 
Palestinian child who turned the stones of our country into 
bombs to intimidate the enemy’s army. The enemy who was 
forced to issue orders and military commands banning the Pa- 
lestinian song, the Palestinian anthem, the cheers for the PLO 
and the raising of the Palestinian flag ! ? 


Despite the bullets that surrounded the demonstrators on 
the return of Bassam El Shakaa and Karim Khalaf the Pales- 
tinian banners were hoisted high, and the Palestinian anthem 
and national songs were sung. 
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Brother Ali Nasser, this region is being protected by the 
guns of its people and all freedom fighters the world over. The 
banner raised on the group and peoples parties is the same 
banner that will be raised by the Palestinian child as well it had 
been held by a Vietnamese peasant (a Ho Chi Minh son) in the 
rice plantations to hoist high the banner of Revolution on Saigon. 


This banner will be held by a Palestinian child despite 
Navon, and despite the policies of surrender and normalization, 
he will proceed to Thakkeif fortress as Saladin proceeded from 
Thakkeif to Hatteim and then to Jerusalem to raise one banner 
— the banner of the Palestinian Revolution — the banner of the 
Arab nation ! 

I say this so that the far and near may hear me. Let carter 
and Reagan hear this — there is no option, but the Palestinian 
Option. There would be no solution, no peace, no settlement, 
no security in the region without recognition of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinians. These rights were recognized not 
only by the Arab Summits, the Islamic Summits and the non- 
Aligned Summits, but also by the O.A.U. and the U.N. which 
said “the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people including 
the right to return, to self-determination and to establish their 
independent state on their national Palestinian soil.” 


It is indeed a source of pleasure and honour to me if one 
day I am not here that the Palestinian delegation present in 
this Conference would execute the invitation I have extended 
to the AAPSO Secretariat, which has been joined in this session 
by freedom fighters from Latin America, to hold a future con- 
ference by the will of the Almighty — in Arab J erusalem under 
the Palestinian banner. 


Mr. President, brother Ali Nasser and Mr. Chairman — 
We in the PLO are proud that we form part of this progressive 
democratic family. We shall do our utmost to help the Organi- 
zation undertake further progressive, democratic endeavour not 
only among the people of Asia and Africa but also among all 
the peoples fighting imperialism, Zionism, colonialism, racial dis- 
crimination, neo-Nazism, fascism, and those oppressed and trod- 
den down, with all revolutionaries and freedom fighters — toge- 
ther until victory — victory — victory ! 
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—_———— —— —— — ———— INAUGURAL SESSION 


SPEECH OF 
Mr. ABDEL RAHMAN EL-SHARKAWY, 
AAPSO Secretary General. 


Brother Secretary General of the Yemeni Socialist Party, 
Chairman of the Presidium of tha People’s Supreme Council, 
Prime Minister. 

Brother Chairman of the Yemeni Council for Peace and Soli- 
darity. 


Brothers and friends 
Chairmen and members of delegations 


On behalf of the AAPSO and in name of all of you who 
came to this loyal and generous country that courageously and 
strongly struggles with determination to proceed on the path 
of social change and socialist transition, to participate in the 
13th Session of our Organization’s Council, I have the pleasure 
and honour to extend our thanks and gratitude to comrade Ali 
Nasser Muhammed, the Secretary General of the Yemeni So- 
cialist Party, Chairman of the Presidium of the People’s Supre- 
me Council and Prime Minister, for hosting this session and ho- 
nouring us by delivering his valuable address. It has indeed 
set for a guideline for our action and was a source of inspirations 
and an impetus for us today to exert our utmost for the attain- 
ment of the lofty goals which we all seek to attain. 


Allow me to extend, on behalf of all of you, our thanks and 
gratitude to the fraternal Arab people of the People’s Democra- 
tic Republic of Yemen, their leadership, the Yemeni Council for 
Peace and Solidarity headed by Brother and friend Ali Bazeeb, 
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to all his comrades and aides and to all those who have shoul- 
dered great and monumental burden in a patriotic spirit, inspired 
by the principles of internal fraternity to provide all the ele- 
ments of success for this gathering. We express our gratitude 
to them all for their genuine Arab hospitality and for their sin- 
cere and generous endeavours. 


The gathering here of national and revolutionary parties, 
solidarity committees, support and friendship societies, demo- 
cratic and progressive regional and international organizations 
from Asia, socialist Europe and the Western world and, notably, 
the chief delegate of the UN Anti-Apartheid Committee and his 
comrades is substantial evidence of the extent the struggle of 
our peoples has reached, to consolidate national independence 
and peace, in defending freedom and justice against imperial- 
ism, colonialism, and aggression and in the spirit of solid soli- 
darity and the unity of the common struggle. In the meantime, 
it is equally a tangible evidence of the prestige our Organization 
has attained in the international fora. 


Today, the 18th Session of the AAPSO Council convening 
on the hospitable Democratic Yemen, after the lapse of twenty 
three years of the struggle of the glorious Afro-Asian solidarity 
movement for the liberty and prosperity of our peoples, has set 
for itself a top priority task. This task is to support the strug- 
gle of the Arab peoples and their national liberation against im- 
perialism and Zionism and for the sake of democracy, and for 
the control of their natural resources, the consolidation of the 
struggle of the valiant Palestinian people for repatriation, self 
determination on their land, attainment of their inalienable 
national rights, restoration of all their usurped rights and eva- 
cuation of the aggressive Israeli troops from the Palestinian and 
Arab territories. This glorious struggle will never stop until 
the land is liberated, the right restored and a sovereign inde- 
pendent Palestinian state set up. This struggle opposes any 
kind of pacifism or compromise, abjects any division or parti- 
tion, this struggle in whose battlefield our Organization has 
been fighting since its very inception, and to whom it has been 
extending its support. In continuation of its unshakeable per- 
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sistent stance the AAPSO is categorically rejecting, condemning 
the Camp David Accords, all Israel’s conspiracies and all the 
imperialist, colonialist, Zionist and reactionary schemes and will 
fight against them until the triumph of the struggle led by the 
PLO, the sole representative of the Palestinian people, headed 
by the great militant brother Yasser Arafat. 


Among us today are two militants in whom we feel the 
pulse of this struggle and who symbolize the persistence and 
relentless determination of the entire Palestinian people to 
attain their freedom and independence. Allow we to greet, in 
your name, brother Fahd El Quasma, Mayor of Hebron and 
brother Muhammed Milhem, Mayor of Halhoul. 


The top priority tasks of our Council include the consolida- 
tion of independence, peace and security in South East Asia as 
well as the Asian Continent and the promotion of further co- 
operation among its countries ; and the pursuance until the end 
the struggle for the elimination of the final strongholds of ra- 
cism and racial discrimination in Southern Africa ; supporting 
the struggle of the African peoples for profound social changes; 
and upholding the struggle of the peoples of Latin America for 
democracy. 


Also, foremost among the tasks shouldered by this Council 
are : to support the independence of the newly independent 
countries by enriching its content through social development 
and economic progress and cementing it by rallying all the anti- 
imperialist, anti-colonialist and anti-Zionist forces, the forces of 
national liberation in Africa, Asia and Latin America, the forces 
gathered under the banner of the Bandung great principles, the 
forces of non-alignment, the forces of democracy, peace and 
justice all over the world, the friendly socialist forces and 
countries. 


Allow me to present in your name to brother Ali Nasser 
Muhammed the highest symbol of appreciation conferred by our 
Organization, the award previously granted to outstanding 
national liberation leaders in Africa, Asia — the memorial gold 
medal of the AAPSO. 
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INAUGURAL SESSION 


SPEECH OF 
Mr. NOURI ABDEL RAZZAK, 
AAPSO Acting Secretary General 
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Comrade — Secretary General and Chairman of the Presidium. 
of the People’s Supreme Council 


Prime Minister, Militants Comrade — Brother Ali Nasser Muham--. 
mad, Comrade Chairman of the 13th Session of our Council, 


Brothers and Comrades members of the Presidium, 


Ladies and Gentlemen. 


I believe it is difficult for me to report to you, now, on the: 
activities of the Secretariat, because this report is ready and will 
soon be distributed among you in the three languages. It it 
is necessary to make few remarks concerning the work of the 
Secretariat, these remarks should be very brief, because what 
has already been said in the speeches is in complete harmony: 
with the activities, aims, and ideals of AAPSO. 


At the outset, I would like to congratulate Comrade Ali 
Nasser Muhammad on his inspiring speech which sets a clear: 
direction for the proceeding of our Council. 


I propose, on behalf of the Permanent Secretariat, to consi- 
der Comrade Ali Nasser Muhammed’s speech as a basic official 
document among the documents of our present Council... I 
would like also to praise the speech of brother Abdel Mahren 
Abu-Maizer, Chairman of Afro-Asian Palestinian Solidarity Com- 
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mittee. The speech indeed strengthens and consolidates the 
‘struggle of our forces in support of the cause of the heroic Pales- 
tinian people under the leadership of PLO. 


Comrades, 


I must express my profound thanks to the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen, its socialist party, its leadership, and 
to Comrade Ali Nasser Muhamed personally for hosting this 
Council in this great country under such critical international 
circumstances. 


I must also point out that the People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen was always the main support and basically to the 
struggle of AAPSO in the darkest moments of its history and 
in the most complicated circumstances that faced it. Therefore 
I convey to you, on behalf of the Permanent Secretariat, our 
deep thanks and gratitude for your courageous stand by our 
‘side when our movement — i.e. Afro-Asian Solidarity movement 
— and Arab international liberation movements faced critical 
turning points and difficult tests. I would like to thank you all 
because you stood by our side in such difficult and highly com- 
plicated situations. 


Brothers and Comrades, 


I must also point out the outstanding example for unifying 
revolutionary forces set by the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen in unifying its revolutionary troops, on scientific socialist 
basis, in a vanguard party. It is indeed a prominent example 
and an important lesson to the bulk of the World national libe- 
ration movement. It constitutes a great support to this move- 
ment and presents a sparkling demonstration of the victory of 
social and democratic revolutionary forces and its cohesion on 
the basis of socialist transformations. 


Once again, I would like to express, on behalf of AAPSO 
our thanks for all the efforts that you have exerted in support- 
ing us and consolidating our ranks until we arrived at the 
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Council, having achieved what we had hoped for and overcome 
many difficulties that obstructed our path, thanks to your soli- 
darity and to the unity of the world progressive forces that. 
supported our organization. 


Comrades and friends, 


I would like to make a very brief statement on the questions: 
confronting us. First of all, we are meeting here today at a 
very crucial juncture in the international situation, in the Arab 
World, and in the history of the national liberation movement 
throughout the world. Indeed Comrade Ali Nasser’s speech and 
that of Comrade Abu-Maizer have outlined the dangers facing 
the World national liberation movements particularly in the 
light of the new conduct, i.e. the intensively aggressive conduct, 
of the new American administration based on the acceleration 
of nuclear armament, abandoning detente, encouraging forma- 
tions of military blocs, and supporting the policy of deepening 
hot beds of tension in the World. Furthermore, the new Ame- 
rican administration intensifies its offensive against national 
liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


While we are meeting here, in this militant country, the 
greatest American military build-up in modern history is taking 
place just near us in the Gulf area. There are blunt declarations 
of direct intervention in areas that the US — contrary to all laws 
and international conventions — considers to be vital zone for 
its influence. There are also the rapid deployment forces which 
act freely at present, in the Gulf area and the military bases 
that are being supplied daily with nuclear power in the Gulf, in 
Messira base in Oman, and in the Indian Ocean, particularly the 
Diego Garcia base which was recently provided with long range 
nuclear striking capability. Along with the acceleration, the 
Traqi-Iranian war is raging, contrary to the interests of the 
peoples of both countries. We have repeatedly called together 
with the non-aligned bloc, UN and all international fora for the 
necessity of putting an end to this war and solving the con- 
troversial issues through peaceful means. This is so because 
the US and its western allies in NATO have exploited the war 


— 47 — 


for their own interest to dominate the energy resources in the 
region and tighten their grip on the peoples’ destiny and on the 
liberation movement in the area. 


At the same time we note with deep concern the constant 
military build-up in the Indian Ocean and underline the impor- 
tance of turning it into an Ocean of peace. These demands have 
been supported by UN and the non-aligned countries of the 
Foreign Ministerial meeting held in India. On this basis we 
support the proposal put forward by the president of Madagascar 
for the convening of a summit meeting for countries bordering 
the Indian Ocean to turn it into a zone of peace. We also call 
on national liberation, progressive, and socialist forces to pool 
their efforts to curb the American imperialist constant escalation 
of aggression and its military build up of destructive weapons 
in all regions particularly in the Arab Gulf and the Indian 
Ocean. 


Comrades and friends, 


The US and its allies in NATO have fabricated a great lie 
when they endeavoured to proliferate their nuclear weapons, 
relinquished the policy of detente and returned to the policy of 
the cold war while using as a pretext the so-called “Afghan prob- 
lem”. From the beginning, we, in AAPSO, have warned that the 
American military build up was a strategic aim long before the 
creation of the so-called “Afghan Problem”. When the UN con- 
vened its special session on disarmament at the behest of the non- 
aligned countries, and while the nuclear imperialist states deliver- 
ed their hypocritical speeches on disarmament at the same ses- 
sion, a meeting of NATO leaders in Washington was taking place 
in order to deploy, use, and manufacture medium-range missiles 
in Europe. This step led to the intensification of tensions in an 
unprecedented manner not only in Europe but also in the world 
at large. It also resulted in the escalations of international ten- 
sions and weakened detente. This was followed by the NATO 
meeting in Brussels in which the use of such medium range mis- 
siles in Europe was endorsed, thus shelving the Helsinki docu- 
ment on European co-operation and dealing a blow to detente. 
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The policy pursued by the new American administration is 
indeed a dangerous policy, as it threatens peace in many parts 
of the world. The new American administration does not con- 
ceal its targets, and has mapped out its strategy clearly and 
bluntly. It is a strategy of intensifying military tension, accom- 
plishing nuclear superiority, disturbing the nuclear balance of 
‘power, and enflaming further hotbeds of tensions particularly 
in the Gulf, the Indian Ocean and the Middle East ; a strategy 
of intensifying aggression against national liberation movements 
and militant forces in Latin America, especially its present overt 
and blunt intervention against the struggle of the people of El- 
Salvador. This perilous policy coupled with the alliance of 
NATO poses a grave danger to our movement throughout Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. It escalates international tension 
for it starkly confronts liberation movements in the Third 
‘World to prevent them from achieving political independence 
and controlling their economic resources. In this respect US 
seeks to rally its allies to ensure the continuation of the Afghan 
crisis and to use it as a pretext for the escalation of internatio- 
nal tension and rejection of the Afghan government call for a 
political settlement through direct negotiations among the con- 
cerned parties on the basis of the principles of the non-aligned 
‘bloc. It also escalates the so-called Kampuchean question and 
persists in giving the fascist Pol Pot regime, which is a disgrace 
to human civilization and its achievements in the last two deca- 
des, Kampuchea’s seat at the UN. 


We note with regret the UN failure to grant the legilitima- 
to seat of Kampuchea to the lawful government of Kampuchea. 
We still witness increasing tension among the States of ASEAN 
and Indo-China, thus AAPSO and the non-aligned countries 
‘blocs believe that the ASEAN countries, Indo-China, Vietnam, 
‘Laos and Kampuchea have real interest in sitting together to find 
‘ways of easing tensions in South East Asia. We also note the 
frenzied intensification of US—Japan—China alliance to desta- 
bilise the independence of the countries of South East Asia, es- 
calate aggressive policy and constantly intensify tension in the 
‘region. 


The AAPSO has always warned against these dangers and 


— 49 — 


constantly called for the unity of anti-imperiailst forces to en- 
counter effectively and immediately these challenges together 
with other militant forces, independent states, and non-aligned 
countries in order to check the imperialist offensive led by US 
and its NATO allies. Moreover, we witness the intensification 
of the Korean problem by the massing and mobilizing of further 
troops in South Korea and its rejection of the reasonable con- 
ditions offered by North Korea for a peaceful reunification of the 
country on the basis of the ten proposed conditions. We also 
note the global expansionist policy pursued by US and which 
stretches from the Pacific Ocean across Asia, the Middle East, 
Europe, and Latin America with the aim of escalating and in- 
tensifying aggression and hindering the growth and development 
of the World national liberation movement, democratic forces 
in the capitalist world and consequently the socialist bloc led by 
the Soviet Union. 


Comrades, 


We believe that the most important result of this session, is a 
world public front, against the U.S. and its new policy, and 
against the new American administration with its obvious ag- 
gressive steps and disregard for international law. This policy 
publicly claims that the national liberation movements are. terro- 
rist movements. It accuses the.PLO and many other liberation 
movements in Southern Africa as well as numerous countries 
in the non-alignment movement of being terrorist organisations. 
having an international legitimacy in the UN. 


I do not want to add to what our brother, Abu-Maizer had 
said about the Palestinian cause and the Middle East, because 
our: organization has an obvious and declared position, right 
from the beginning. It warned against the risks of the Camp 
David accords; against the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, and the 
dangers of setting up military bases and facilities in Somalia, 
Kenya, Egypt and other countries. Our organisation has cau- 
tioned against these dangers as parts of a major strategy. 


We continued that the only solution to the M.B. cause lies 
in recognising the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people; 
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especially their right to self-determination on their land and to 
establish their independent, sovereign state. Our organization 
has declared that confrontation of the Camp David and imper- 
ialist designs must take place within the framework of the unity 
of the Arab national liberation forces. It is impossible to speak 
about a serious confrontation against imperialist and reaction- 
ary machinations in the region and about serious support for 
the Palestinian people and the PLO without genuine unity among 
the forces of the national liberation movement. But it is deplo- 
rable to say that through their disunity and differences these 
forces enabled numerous plots to materialize, and hence it was 
inevitable for the Arab national liberation movement to lose 
some of its positions. That was what we underlined in our 
Presidium Meeting in Nicosia last December, and it is what we 
are reaffirming in our report to you. In this context, we are 
not only called upon to forge the right slogans to face imperial- 
ism, but also to provide the suitable conditions, forums and 
programmes to achieve real unity among the forces struggling 
against imperialism. That is what the Arab national liberation 
movement really needs. 


Comrades and friends, 


Before concluding my speech, I would like to say that this 
year we are celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the non- 
aligned countries movement. We are a part of this movement, 
and have always struggled along its side to deepen its anti-im- 
perialist and its social content. We will remain in the ranks of 
the non-alignment movement, as our’s is the only non-govern- 
mental organization enjoying observer status in the movement 
according to our basic principles, we have rendered always a 
simple contribution to this movement, both at the Summit meet- 
ing in Havana in 1979, and at the Foreign Ministers’ meeting, 
in New Delhi last month. 


On this occasion, we stress the importance of this movement, 
and our concern with its unity, and the deepening of its cohesion 
with the world revolutionary forces, especially with the Socialist 
Community countries and the national liberation movements: 
round the world. 
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Brothers, 


We consider our 13th Council session, a great turning point 
in the Afro-Asian Solidarity Movement, since the Bandung Con- 
ference on whose lines and programmes our organization had 
been based. It is a turning point towards the post-political 
independence stage, where the countries that achieved political 
independence, struggles for development and for establishing a 
new international economic order. We believe that the coming 
stage, is one of persistent struggle on the economic front, against 
transnational corporations and against monopolies and interna- 
tional capitalism. The developing countries have faced the chal- 
lenges of the world monopolistic States, when the group of 77 
and the “Arusha group” stood to strengthen their position in 
the face of transnational corporations and in the face of the 
developed capitalist countries. The failure of the fifth United 
Nations’ Conference for trade and development, (UNCTAD) and 
the UN Session for Development, is a tangible proof that the 
industrially developing countries will not extend any aid to the 
developing countries, but that they will increase the exploitation 
of their resources. Accordingly, the ‘“A.A.P.S.O.” and Permanent 
Secretariat will give greater attention to the struggle for a new 
and just international economic order. 


Comrades and friends, 


I would like to greet our comrades and the delegations who 
came, not only from Asia, Africa, Western Europe, Socialist 
States and America, but also those representing the militant 
liberation movements in Latin America who are fighting fiercely 
against American imperialism and militaristic dictatorships. We 
have here with us, militants from Chile, Puerto Rico, El-Salva- 
dor, Nicaragua and from other countries, besides heroic Cuba, 
all of whom are waging a heroic struggle against the imperialist 
American policy and for national liberation and independence. 


On behalf of all of you, I declare that this session has a 
great historical significance, and it is being convened in the 


militant Democratic Yemen. We believe that this session will 
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herald a new stage in the life of the Afro-Asian Solidarity mo- 
vement, and in the laying down of a new strategy on the basis 
of the new international variables and conditions facing our 
movement. 


It is right to say that this session of Aden will be a mark 
in the history of our movement, because the period after this 
session will be a period of successive victories for our move- 
ment, and for the international liberation movement, towards 
stronger unity between the international revolutionary forces ; 
the forces of national liberation, democratic forces in the capi- 
talist word and socialist forces particularly the Soviet Union. 


The appeal for the unity of ranks, programmes and targets 
is an essential slogan, and it is the essential motive of this session. 
The experience of Democratic Yemen is the best example in this 
respect, because it is through the unity of forces, we will be 
able to achieve victory, maintain and develop it, and thank you. 


REPORT OF 
THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT 
OF A.A.P.S.0. 


REPORT OF 
THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT 
OF A.A.P.S.0. 
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The Permanent Secretariat of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ So- 
lidarity Organisation has every reason to believe that this, our 
13th Session of the Council, will certainly mark a new and deci- 
sive stage in the life of the Afro-Asian Solidarity movement ; 
will usher in an era of further expansion and consolidation of 
its action in the struggle for the objectives it had set itself to 
realize, since its inception more than twenty two years ago, 
objectives that inspire our peoples’ determination to gain 
genuine freedom, to pursue the road chalked up by historic 
necessity, towards full mastery over their own destiny, towards 
building a future of peace, development and well-being. For 
these objectives, all along the years of struggles waged by our 
peoples and our movement, great and unforgotten sacrifices 
were made, unstintingly, the blood of thousands upon thousands 
of our militants and martyrs was shed and the supreme price, 
in terms of life and death, has proved, times incalculable, not 
too high to pay. This responsibility is ours : to honour the pled- 
ge that we have made to our peoples and to ourselves ; to pursue 
the struggle, with unflagging determination, against all forms 
of oppression and tyranny and for a life of development and 
prosperity in all fields. 


We come to our 13th Council, after our 8th Presidium, held 
in Nicosia last December, had laid down the solid bases of our 
work here, defined the broad lines of our future policy and de- 
vised the comprehensive plan for our strategy in the forthcoming 
stage of our action. 


Patriotic, progressive and socialist forces of a broad range, 
the world over, have rallied to our movement and contributed 
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to our action ; an increasingly wider realization of the AAPSO’s 
anti-imperialist and anti-racist role has been corroborated by 
recent developments in the international arena. We have suc- 
cessfully overcome difficulties that might have been thought 
insurmountable, thanks to this wider recognition of our record. 
It has been firmly established, again and again, that the unity 
of anti-imperialist forces is and should always remain the main- 
stay of our movement. Obviously unity does not and should not 
be taken as the negation of differences in tactics, points of ana- 
lysis, or approaches to various issues, yet unity on the broad 
strategy of the struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism and Zionism is essential to the success of the 
struggle. This unity is even more imperative in the new his- 
torical phase of post-independence, when the accomplishment of 
the struggle for national liberation looms very near indeed, when 
new tasks of social, economic and cultural emancipation are 
imposed on our peoples and our movement. 


Now that the grip of old colonial oppression has been for ever 
broken, scores of new nations, sovereign on their homeland, 
have emerged and increasingly asserted theid role in internatio- 
nal life, the tide of imperialist domination has been made to re- 
treat, deep and significant political, social, economic transforma- 
tions are changing, by the day, the map of the world, tipping 
the scale of the international balance of forces definitely in 
favour of liberation and development in all fields, now the unity 
of the broad forces of progress and socialism is more than ever 
needed. 


It is indeed auspicious that with this rallying call for unity, 
we hold our 13th Council in Aden, capital of the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen, which sets an example of how striking 
the results of such unity can be. Here, thanks to the persistent 
and arduous struggle of the militant Yemeni people, thanks to 
the perspicacity and maturity of leadership of the Yemeni So- 
cialist Party, thanks to the integration, on principled lines, of 
the patriotic and progressive political forces of the country, it 
was possible to embark and to proceed with confidence along 
the road of genuine liberation, of socio-economic development 
and of socialist transformation. 
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On our own behalf and in your name, we express our thanks 
and gratitude to the people, Party, leadership and government 
of the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen and to the Secre- 
tary General of the Party, President of the Supreme Presidium, 
Prime Minister, Comrade Ali Nasser Mohamed, for their out- 
standing achievements as well as for their consistent stand in 
support to the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation. 


On our part, we in the AAPSO, give you our solemn pledge, 
comrades, that we shall spare no effort to support and consoli- 
date your achievement to stand by you, comrades, in your 
struggle, for development and for socialist transformation and 
against all imperialist and reactionary intrigues. 


Our Eighth Presidium has correctly outlined the features 
of the present post-colonial era. It has stressed that this is an 
era that poses to our movement, organisation and peoples, a 
whole new set of problems and challenges, that it imposes on 
us a whole new strategy, tactics and programmes of action. 


Our Presidium pointed out that the historic confrontation 
between the world capitalist system and socialism is still at the 
root of this changing perspective of the world scene. This con- 
frontation acquires new dimensions and the Afro-Asian peo- 
ples must of necessity take stock of the new situation. Now, 
at a time when the entire political scene in Africa and Asia has 
charged almost beyond recognition, due to the eradication of 
the old colonial system, when deep-going socio-economic trans- 
formations are taking place throughout the old colonial empires, 
the old concept of a clear-cut national fight against the colonial 
powers that be, is obviously superseded by a new historic reality. 


In the context of this new historic stage, the AAPSO' is 
ealled upon to pursue, develop and expand its struggle, in the 
larger framework of international relations and_ particularly 
within the ranks of the non-aligned movement. 


Basing our stance on the resolutions of the Havana Summit 
and the Ministerial Conference of the Non-aligned countries 
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held, in New Delhi, last month, we find it necessary to define 
and elucidate the role of the non-alignment movement in this 
changing international scene, and the precise relation between 
the Afro-Asian Solidarity movement and the non-aligned move- 
ment. The growth of the non-alignment movement into a 
mighty international force can exert an efficient positive in- 
fluence on the most pressing problems of these difficult times. 
Today the non-aligned movement consists of almost a hundred 
states comprising a population of over 1,500 million people. The 
non-aligned movement whose origin has been inseparably linked 
with the national liberation struggle and the peoples’ striving to 
attain economic and political independence, today has to combat 
2 growing threat to peace and to solve the urgent task of 
settling disputes by peaceful means which are the main problems 
facing the world. community. 


By rallying its ranks and strengthening its unity for the 
common objectives which bring all their members together, such 
as fighting against a threat to peace, preserving and deepening 
detente, ending the arms drive, fully eliminating colonialism and 
racism, coordinating the struggle for a new international eco- 
nomic order, and ensuring the security of the Indian Ocean 
basin, etc., the non-aligned movement is today called upon to 
fulfil the most urgent tasks facing the newly-independent devel- 
oping countries and indeed the world community as a whole. 
The AAPSO is confident that this great movement which was 
born out of the newly-independent nations’ patient efforts to 
bring about democratisation of international relations and _ to 
ensure their development in a most complex international situa- 
tion under great tension and has now completed two decades 
of its sustained efforts will succeed in fulfilling these cherished 
aspirations cf the Jong suffering peonles of our countries. 


The non aligned countries have indeed gained increasing 
weight in international forums, and have become themselves a 
major forum in international scene of today, they are capable 
of playing an increasingly influential role. 


In the recent period the non-aligned movement has deepen- 
ed its anti-imperialist content, the momentum that the move- 
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‘ment has gained should and must be jealously maintained and 
guarded; impediments and obstacles raised by the imperialist 
forces — always hostile, by definition, to the non-aligned move- 
ment, must be overcome. It is our task to defend the progres- 
sive development of the non-aligned movement, to endeavour 
to consolidate its ranks in the face of hostile campaigns and 
schemes undertaken unremittingly by the imperialist forces. 
This is a movement that can and should play a significant role 
in unifying the nations of the world on the basis of anti-impe- 
rialism and anti-racism and for peace and development, for 
building new world order without wars and aggressions and 
where international relations will be based on democratic prin- 
ciples. But this should be understood only on a correct assess- 
ment of the very concept of non-alignment. 


We in the AAPSO highly appreciate the fact this correct 
assessment is now daily gaining new ground. The old erroneous 
concept of non-alignment as merely taking a “neutral” stance 
towards the “two blocs” that are put on the same footing, is 
almost completely eroded, if ~ot finally abandoned. The non- 
alignment movement, as a whole, has realized that this concept 
of treating both enemy and friend as equi-distant, is now super- 
seded by the very evidence of history. Therefore, the so-called 
“two super powers” can not be kept at an equi-distance by the 
non-aligned movement. The socialist community has proved to 
be truly a friend and an ally to the liberation movement, to the 
developing countries embarking on socio-economic transforma- 
tion and to the non-aligned movement as a whole which does 
not imply necessarily a conformity of concepts and an identical 
way of resolving problems of strategy and development between 
the allies. It does imply, however, that the imperialist powers 
are, per force, the enemy that should and must be combatted 
and defeated. 


It is precisely the unity of all anti-imperialist forces, which 
combines non-aligned countries and the socialist countries that 
is an effective guarantee of their victory. 


The AAPSO is legitimately proud to be associated with the 
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non-alignment movement not only in spirit, and in common 
goals, but as a regular participant in all its meetings and confe- 
rences as the only non-governmental international organisation 
that has the privilege of an observer status with the movement: 
thus it was not only able to share the tasks of the movement, 
to contribute to the definition and elucidation of its very concept, 
but also to further popularize and publicise its decisions among 
broad masses, through its own platform. 


The AAPSO is also legitimately proud of its close bonds 
with the non-alignment movement from its very inception. It 
was but natural for our organization — which itself was founded 
on the Bandung principles — that inspires and guides both move- 
ments, and which was born with the support and actual blessing 
of the founding fathers of the non-aligned movement to advocate 
such similar goals as the national liberation, the anti-imperialist 
and anti-racist struggle and a New International Economic Or- 
der. 


Both the AAPSO and the non-aligned movement face today 
the common tasks of combatting not only the vestiges of old’ 
colonialism, of imperialist domination but also of new forms of 
colonialism under the guise of transnational corporations, mono- 
poly trade practices, the present international monetary system, 
onerous mainly on the developing non-aligned countries, control 
over raw materials, minerals and other natural resources through 
unequal treaties and accords, which are a few items of the long 
balance-sheet of economic oppression still exercised by impe- 
rialist powers. 


Our last Presidium correctly pointed out that the Non-alig- 
ned movement at present faces the task of consolidating its 
ranks on the basis of the Havana Summit principles and conclu- 
sions, the anti-imperialist struggle, the precise clear-cut formu- 
lation of the concept of the NIEO, the struggle for disarmament 
which is so direly needed by the developing countries to proceed 
with the process of development, and the safeguarding of de- 
tente and world peace. 


Now, we have reached a time when man’s vital interests 
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require the maintenance of peace as the sole condition for man’s 
survival. 


Disarmament and a halt to the arms’ race are crucial issues 
for the developing countries which cannot, without disarma- 


ment, restructure their economies and ensure prosperity to their 
peoples. 


We are now at the cross-roads of an international situation 
when the new President of the U.S.A. has come to power on 
the basis of extremely aggressive postures which threaten not 
only East-West relations and openly speak of military superio- 
rity, but also creates a situation that may lead to a new acce- 


lerated arms’ race and to new challenges to the countries of the 
Third World. | 


Under the pretext of curtailing so-called “international ter- 
rorism” the new administration in the United States has virtual- 


ly declared a war against the national liberation movements of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


We are bound to view with apprehension and grave concern 
recent policy-pronouncements made by the Reagan Administra- 
tion concerning the just and noble struggles of peoples fighting 
for national liberation and social emancipation — struggles re- 
cognised as legitimate and supported by the United Nations, 
while at the same time, the U.S. Support regimes which openly 
profess and abett terror as an act of faith and a basis of rule, 
such as Chili, El] Salvador and the Republic of South Africa, 


repeatedly condemned by the U.N. and the whole international 
community. 


For many years now the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America have been conducting armed revolutionary struggles to 
overthrow patently unjust, undemocratic, racist, fascist, colonial 
and dictatorial regimes. In many parts of the world these have 
been carried out successfully, in other parts these are on the 
threshold of overthrowing the old and autocratic systems, and 
in some parts the struggles for national and social emancipation 
have not yet accomplished their aims but are cognizant of the 
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fact that, as just struggles against tyrannical systems and regi- 
mes, they are bound to be victorious. 


We therefore consider pronouncements equating the natio- 
nal liberation struggles of the world as “terrorist” movements 
not only tenuous but downright dishonest and hypocritical aimed 
to discredit movements enjoying universal support from attain- 
ing their cherished objectives. 


The main danger at the present stage is the alarming in- 
crease of nuclear armament and the growing trend of nuclear 
militarisation now systematically pursued by U.S. imperialism, 
its outspoken bellicose stance, the open promotion of aggressive 
imperialist pacts, the flagrant threats against the independence 
of sovereign states : a consistent policy declared by the succes- 
sive U.S. administrations, emphatically and blatantly re-asserted 
by the Reagan Administration under the pretext of “protecting 
U.S. interests” and the blocking of negotiations over nuclear 
armament. Despite the fact that the current stage in international 
relations is characterized by a growing acceptance of the prin- 
ciples of peaceful coexistence, of the policy of detente that yield- 
ed fruitful results and promoted the process embedded in the 
Helsinki Final Act towards, among other things, further security 
and cooperation in the fields of economy, science, technology, 
environment preservation and cultural development, we must 
emphasize, in most categorical terms, that hazards of a sharp 
deterioration of the international] situation loom very large in- 
deed. 


The recent period has been clearly marked by two distinct 
lines in this sphere : on the one hand the line pursued by the 
newly independent developing countries, the non-aligned coun- 
tries, and the socialist countries which is for curbing the arms’ 
race, consolidating peace and preserving detente, defending the 
sovereign rights and freedom of nations ; and on the other hand, 
the line of disrupting detente, escalating the arms race, of 
threats and interference in other countries’ affairs, of aggression 
against their independence and of plunder of their resources 
and of suppressing the liberation process, which is unabashedly 
pursued by imperialist powers, headed by the U.S. 
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While the fruits of detente were being appreciated and the 
U.S. Special Session devoted to Disarmament was actually in 
session, the USA and its NATIO allies meeting in Washington 
decided on a long term programme of increasing their military 
expenditure and further improving their weapons’ systems. 
Although the negotiations for the limitation of strategic weapons: 
for the SALT II agreements were continuing and they were suc- 
cessfully concluded and signed, instead of ratifying the agree- 
ments a great propaganda offensive was started by the Western 
countries calling for attaining military superiority. Soon there 
was a programme of deploying a new range of _ sophisticated 
nucar missiles in Europe which if not prevented in time will 
start a new round in the upward spiral of the arms-race, and 
will take the world back to the days of the cold war and con- 
frontation. Instead of strengthening peace and progressing 
towards mutually balanced reduction of forces, the Western side 
is openly declaring its plans of vying for military superiority 
and acquiring what is called first-strike capability. 


Yet it is graphically clear that with today’s weapons tech- 
nology and the super-destructiveness of the weapons of total 
annihilation, it is futile for any side to seek to attain military 
superiority whatever its economic or technological potential may 
be. The extreme seriousness of this situation lies in the fact 
that the military technology has new undergone rapid and pro- 
found changes, the development of new types of mass destruc- 
tion has made their control or limitation extremely difficult, if 
not altogether impossible. The current new round of arms’ race 
will upset the international balance and may lead to an aill- 
destructive holocaust. 


What can be emphatically placed on a priority basis of the 
order of the day is the measures of confidence, building that 
must be gradually but immediately implemented. Mutual prior 
information on large-scale troop movements, of military exercises, 
of invitations of observers, etc... not only in Europe but in other 
regions of the world as well should be a step towards mutual 
reduction of arms and a beginning on the long-term path towards 
general and complete disarmament. 
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These measures of confidence-building could not only de- 
fuse the situation in local hot-beds of tensions, but could make 
a very welcome contribution to strengthening the foundation of 
universal peace. 


Another serious danger to peace is the development of the 
so-called tactical nuclear weapons. For some years now the 
very fearfulness of the nuclear weapons has acted as a kind 
of deterrence which had meant that there was a wide thresholk 
separating the conventional weapons — even the most sophisti- 
cated and destructive — from the nuclear weapons. The introduc- 
tion of tactical nuclear weapons will narrow down and in effect 
remove this threshold and lead to their development as battle- 
field weapons which will enormously increase the danger of nuc- 
lear war. In effect it will mean the legalisation and normalisa- 
tion of the use of nuclear weapons. It introduces the totally ab- 
surd idea of localised and limited nuclear war. Once nuclear 
weapons are used on one front, their use would not remain either 
localised or limited. 


The danger to the world however is not only that even 
more colossal amounts of money and material and human re- 
sources will be wasted on weapons and the prospects of a nuclear 
war will become nearer and more fearsome. The present drift 
away from detente and moving towards confrontation affects 
the developing countries more directly and immediately, because 
a considerable part of this military escalation will come in the 
form of setting up of new military bases on the territories of 
the newly-independent states with increased gunboat activity 
threatening and intimidating their peoples, and attempts to take 
over control over their raw materials and natural resources. 


The introduction of nuclear weapons in the Mediterranean, 
the developments in the Gulf region, the Red Sea and the entire 
Indian Ocean area is a erying example of this process. With the 
advance of the national liberation movement of the peoples of 
this region and particularly after the victory of the people’s re- 
volution in Iran, US imperialism has been escalating its military 
build-up in the area, concentrating its navy, stepping up the U.S. 
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military build-up in Israel and the Middle East, acquiring new 
bases and facilities in Bahrein, Oman, Somalia, Egypt and Kenya, 
deploying nearly 200,000 of its so-called Rapid Deployment For- 
ce, apart from the development of its nuclear base in Diego 
Garcia with its large concentration of long-distance bombers. 


The Pentagon and some sections of U.S. monopoly capital 
have never accepted the concept of a military balance with the 
Soviet Union. Even while negotiating for SALT I, which is: 
based on this very concept, the Pentagon continued to work to 
create the basis for both a nuclear superiority and a first-strike 
nuclear capability. 


The Cruise missile, the Ohio submarine armed with Trident 
I missiles and Neutron bomb were off the drawing boards and 
in production long before the events in Iran and Afghanistan. 
In fact, this was within the context of the U.S. plan to encircle 
the Soviet Union with nuclear weapons. 


The issue that concerns all independent developing countries 
is the basic contention of the so-called US doctrine of declaring 
certain areas as of vital interest to it. In the name of protecting 
its legitimate oil supplies, the USA has prepared contingency 
plans to capture all the oil sources in the Gulf area. According 
to this doctrine, the USA has the right to intervene in and take 
control of all such areas which supply one or the other essential 
raw materials for which the USA’ and the West depend on im- 
ports. In the Gulf today it is oil, but once this principle is al- 
lowed to go unchallenged the way would be opened for the USA’ 
to intervene in tens of countries to control their politico-econo- 
mic evolution. All independent developing countries have to act 
now to nip this danger in the bud in order to ensure their future 
security and sovereignty. 


The persistent efforts for peace and detente, obviously, do 
not negate the right of oppressed people to resort to any means 
to wrench their legitimate rights from imperialist aggressors, 
neither do they negate the right to extend all help to other 
peoples in their struggle for freedom, political and economic 
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independence, for the elimination of all forms of domination and 
dependence, for establishing a new equitable world economic 
order and for social development. 


The probiems of development in the newly liberated coun- 
tries, the issues of social restructurisation, class alliances, social- 
ist orientation, the fight against the transnationals, forging the 
new internal economic relations that correspond with the new 
social necessities and, inseparably from the above issues, the 
building of a new international economic order, are problems 
that now take priority, both on the level of a much-needed cla- 
rity of analysis and on the level of urgent action. 


After more than two decades of struggle for accelerating 
the development of their economies, the gap between the devel- 
oping countries and the Western industrialised countries became 
wider and their difficulties have become: greater. 


During the recent years major shifts have-taken place in 
the world economy and the strategy of neo-colonialism which 
necessitate a new appraisal of the situation and the further ela- 
boration of the AAPSO position on socio-economic problems, as 
defined in its various meetings, conferences and seminars. 


In the context of these shifts, we unmistakably note the 
growing deterioration of the world capitalist system, in recent 
years. The aggravation of the industrial situation, the energy 
crisis, the disintegration of the international monetary system, 
the uninhibited mounting tide of inflation and the rise of prices 
to startling dimensions of 130% on average, the rampant growth 
of unemployment, are some symptoms of the over-all crisis of 
the world capitalist economy. 


The social contradictions have grown ‘visibly more acute. 
Under capitalism, use in production of the latest scientific and 
technical achievements turns against the working people, and 
throws millions of factory workers into the streets. In the past 
ten years the army of unemployed in the developed capitalist 
states has doubled. In 1980 it totalled 19 million. 


Attempts to dampen the intensity of the class struggle by 
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Some sort of social reform are having no success either. The 
number of strikers has risen by more than one-third in these 
ten years, and is even officially admitted to have reached the 
twenty-five million mark. 


The inter-imperialist contradictions are growing more 
acute, the scramble for markets and for sources of raw materials 
and energy is more frantic. Japanese and West European mo- 
nopolies compete ever more successfully with US capital, and 
this also on the US domestic market. In the seventies, the share 
of the United States in world exports has declined by nearly 20 
per cent. 


The overall crisis of the Western developed countries has 
led, inevitably, to a considerable deterioration of the economies 
of developing countries linked with the world capitalist market, 
resulting in a marked deficit of their trade and payment balan- 
ces and an unprecedented increase in their debts. 


On the other hand, the arms race is a major source of the 
rampant inflation, with the heaviest costs falling on the develop- 
ing countries. Imperialist powers strive to induce developing 
countries to join the arms’ race, thus stocking the coffers of 
armament monopolies while diverting resources from much need- 
ed investments, and consequently, further impoverishing the de- 
veloping countries involved. 


A detrimental new force of the world capitalist economy, 
the tranenationals act as a long-handed tool of neo-colonialism 
having enormous resources at their disposal and a great measure 
of flexibility, and relying on the armed might of the imperialist 
states in implementing these states’ strategic neo-colonialist line, 
they brazenly interfere in the economic and political life of the 
developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, treading 
over the peoples’ most elementary rights and the sovereign 
rights of states and, imposing conditions to their advantage. 
They control through various methods the natural resources of 
the developing countries and unscrupulously exploit their peoples. 


The strategic neo-colonialist line aims at maintaining in 
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Asia, Africa and Latin America as far as possible socio-economic 
structures inherited from colonialism, at binding the developing 
eountries as tightly as possible to world capitalist economy. 


During the seventies, the developing countries have propos- 
ed a vast programme aiming at restructuring the international 
economic relations, and the creation of new conditions favourable 
to the elimination of backwardness, and to the reinforcement of 
economist independence. 


Being incapable of dismissing these legitimate aspirations, 
neo-colonialism and its ideologists try to by-pass the real pro- 
blem by drawing attention to isolated crisis situations or special 
manifestations of serious problems. They propose temporary 
rather than radical solutions, and extend “aid” of minimal im- 
portance, This is evidenced by the methods followed by repre- 
sentatives of neo-colonialism in both governmental and non- 
governmental international fora, that is the method of fragmen- 
tation of talks and the deliberate concentration of attention on 
isolated problems which would lead to the neglection of the whole 
of the main initial demands. This was reflected in the positions 
of the capitalist developed countries in various UN, inter-govern- 
mental and non-governmental fora. 


Perhaps the best example of this method is the Brandt 
Commission report known as “North-South — a programme for 
survival”. Under certain phraseology about the unity of man- 
kind and the interdependence of nations, the report ignores the 
fundamental structural inadequacies of the present economic 
order and presents a concept which requires the developing 
countries to practically abandon their struggle for economic in- 
dependence and not to obstruct the activities of TNCs. In this 
respect, special mention should also be made of neo-colonialist 
attempts through blatant pressure and/or protracted negotia- 
tions to destroy the just concept of the New International Eco- 
nomic Order, and to substitute it with a new mechanism of 
oppression and exploitation. 


The AAPSO line on these problems has been in fact worked 
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but, elaborated and elucidated throughout the last few years in 
a number of seminars, symposia and conferences organised or 
sponsored or participated in, by the organisation. 


Out of the various solutions, some of which are confused 
lines for development that have been projected on the interna- 
tional arena especially by bourgeois theorists and practitioners, 
the AAPSO has clearly opted for the socialist-oriented line for 
development as the only sound and beneficial course, not only 
dictated by the inevitable course of history corroborated by dia- 
lec¥ical thought, but also — and necessarily —- based on practical 
expediency. 


Obviously the requirements and conditions of progressive 
development vary from country to country, but the broad lines 
are similar, these comprise gradual erosion and dismantling the 
positions of the imperialist monopolies, local big bourgeoisie, 
feudal elements and the control of foreign capital. They also 
include the securing of a privileged and decisively influential role 
of the public sector, in the economy, the transition to planned 
development of the productive forces, the encouragement of co- 
operatives, and popular associations, thus allowing the masses 
through elected leaderships to exercise real control of the eco- 
nomy. In this respect the enhancement of the working masses’ 
role in social life and strengthening democracy is of paramount 
importance. 


The development strategy as conceived by the AAPSO, 
should be based on three main principles : 


First struggle for democratic progressive national devel- 
opment strategies that are oriented towards full participation of 
the broad masses in the development process and the achieve- 
ment of economic independence, sovereignty and national control 
of resources. 


Second : struggle for the establishment of a more just 
equitable and democratic alternative to the existing International 
Economic Order. In this context it is of great importance to 
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stress the necessity of intensifying the struggle against TNCs, 
expanding economic relations with socialist countries, and pro- 
moting individual and collective self-reliance and economic co- 
operation among the developing countries. 


Third : struggle for the relaxation of international tension 
and for total and comprehensive disarmament as a necessary 
prerequisite of successful socio-economic progress of the devel- 
oping countries. 


New concepts and notions (alternative development, ap- 
propriate technology, basic needs, new iinternational economic 
order) are being introduced. They reflect a growing dissatisfac- 
tion with the existing situation. But the positive content of these 
concepts and actions has still to be defined. And here AAPSO’s 
role in elaborating a positive democratic approach can and should 
be very prominent. Far-reaching progressive and democratic 
social and economic transformations in the developing countries 
coupled with a restructuring of international economic relations 
on an equitable and mutually advantageous base is the only way 
out of the contemporary problems of the capitalist world econo- 
my. 


The struggle for such a solution necessitates a growing 
unity and cooperation among the progressive anti-imperialist 
forces in all the world, the socialist countries and workers’ and 
democratic forces in the capitalist countries. 


The attainment of these goals necessitates, as well, a deter- 
mined course by the developing countries for action to affect 
structural change in patterns of international trade, in interna- 
tional marketing and in the process of industrialisation of devel- 
oping countries, ensuring economic diversification, and changing 
the pattern of industrial specialization, promoting the transfer 
of technology and halting the reverse transfer of skills — the 
brain drain — from the developing countries, to carry out radical 
reformations of the international monetary system and to in- 
crease the inflows of resources, necessary for the development 
process, to the developing countries. 
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There is also an urgent need to evaluate the full implications 
of new forms of dependencies — food dependency, technological 
dependency, relocation of industries, outward-looking develop: 
ment strategies, various inflows of financial resources — which 
imperialism and the international corporations are forcing on the 
developing countries 


One of the main issues that should be studied and resolved 
is the question of the rising prices of energy and its negative 
effects on the industrialization programmes of the developed 
countries which necessitate the working out of solutions and al- 
ternatives. Here, AAPSO’s role in elaborating a positive demo: 
cratic approach can and should be prominent. 


Consequently there is a growing need to broaden AAPSO’s 
contacts and joint activities with progressive people’s movements 
in all parts of the world and especially in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, interested in socio-economic problems. Special mention 
must be made of the need for common activities (meetings, dis- 
cussions) with anti-imperialist organizations in the Third World. 
(Third World Forum, Association of Third Word Economists, 
etc...) 


It is indeed noteworthy that AAPSO has contributed its 
part in this over-all struggle for development through such in- 
ternational events as ‘the International Conference on TNC’s 
and New Development Strategies’, held in Paris, April 1979, 
which addressed its well-known “Message” to UNCTAD 5, and 
‘International Seminar on the New International Development 
Strategy”, Geneva, October 1979, which addressed its no less 
well-known message to the UN General Assembly Special Session 
on the New International Development Strategy and the “AAPSO 
International Symposium on the Brandt (Commission Report’, 
New York City, 29 August 1980, and through the regular publi- 
cation of its Quarterly “Development and Socio-Economic Prog: 
ress’. 


Before concluding this section it must be emphasized that 
whether overall economic development within a developing coun- 
try or changing the fundamental bases of international economic 
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relations, these cannot and will not be achieved without fundas 
mental structural reforms within the developing societies. The 
previous colonialist system had existed on the basis of a feudal 
or semi feudal structure at the bottom, with the broad mass of 
the rural poor subject to a serf-like existence under various forms 
of debt slavery and rural or tribal bondage. Radical agrarian 
and land reforms in such societies are most urgently called for, 
not only for doing social justice to these exploited millions, but 
also because no effective overall economic development of the 
society as a whole will be possible without opening up the vast 
potential internal market that otherwise remains suppressed anid 
dormant. Without radical transformations at the base of society 
bringing about the impact of political independence into the livey 
of those who till recently had been the wretched of the earth an§ 
still continue below the poverty or sometimes the starvation leve\ 
the society’s overall capacity to resist neo-colonialist pressurey 
and machinations will itself remain very limited. Such funda. 
mental reforms at the base of the social structure alone wif 
release and unleash the power of the entire population for th 
great ensuing battle which has been variously described as the 
second war of independence, the battle for economic independem 
ce. It will not be an exaggeration to say that the New Intern 
national Economic Order will be brought about largely to th 
extent that developing countries succeed in bringing about a new 
economic order at home after centuries of exploitation and stag 
nation. 


Notwithstanding the fact that the development issue, 
occupy the front stage of the struggle of our peoples in the 
present international juncture, yet the struggle for decolonisation 
has not yet come to its end. 


A few last remnants of the colonial system are still with 
us. The racist apartheid regime in South Africa still wreakes 
its vengeance on the heroic African people, Namibia is still to 
gain its independence, the Zionist state of Israel still arrogantly 
holds archaic concepts and practices ruthless methods of discri 
mination and colonisation. The last trenches of colonial rule are 
still being desperately held by the reactionary forces, yet it is 
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no less obvious that these last rear posts of the old colonial 
system are now being integrated into the world imperialist 
scheme, they no longer represent merely colonial strongholds 
but rather imperialist advance-posts. 


The Arab World and the Middle East have recently witness. 
ed grave events and serious developments. The Arab liberation 
forces and the progressive as well as democratic forces are faced 
with enormous challenges as a consequence of the imperialist, 
Zionist and reactionary attacks and intensified machinations 
which undeniably have achieved a certain measure of success. 


The Camp-David accords, rejected by the Palestinian and 
the Arab peoples, contributed to the success of the imperialist- 
Zionist schemes. The AAPSO was one of the first international 
organizations to condemn these accords and to warn against 
their consequences. 


In this difficult and complex situation, the Arab peoples 
and the Arab Liberation movement are waging their national 
struggle against Zionism, imperialism and reaction, for theit 
central cause : the inalienable national rights of the Arab Pales 
tinian people. 

The flagrant and disguised dangers implied in this situation 
jeopardize the future of the whole region and of the world. We 
are called upon to assess these dangers and plan out the propet 
strategy and tactics of repelling them. 


No just and durable peace can be achieved in the Middle 
East unless there is a solution for the Palestinian problem, 
admittedly the crux and essence of the current conflict. This 
could only be reached by the complete Israeli withdrawal from 
all the Arab territories and the recognition of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestine people including their right to return ta 
their country and to establish their independent sovereign state 
in their homeland under the leadership of the PLO, the sole le: 
gitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


It has been already pointed out, the efforts exerted for the 
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establishment of peace and the relaxation of the present inter- 
national tension do not at all invalidate the inalienable right oi 
the peoples to struggle for their self-determination, freedom, 
political, economic and social independence. This applies, of 
course and in the first place, to the Arab nation and the Arah 
Palestinian people who have continuously and _ unremittingly 
struggled for their legitimate rights over thirty years now. 


In this regard, the U:S. foreign policy has been, for its own 
reasons, preoccupied with the Middle East problem, though this 
does not necessarily mean, as has been proved during the Carter 
administration, that they cared for a just settlement, on the 
contrary, they only sought such a settlement that could be uti 
lized to achieve the US domination over the Arab region. 


It would be only stating an apparent, almost an elementary 
fact to say that the motive behind the moves of imperialist 
powers, particularly the US, in the Arab region is basically eco 
nomic and strategic. Therefore it is possible to assert, with 
complete justice, that the US support of Israel is motivated by 
the fact that Israel is an imperialist military base established 
from the very beginning in order to play a significant role in 
safeguarding the strategic interests of imperialism. 


If we trace the development of U.S. policy in the Arah 
region, we will find it unwaveringly constant in supporting and 
consolidating the Zionist entity. There is ample proof that re 
gardless of the changes of the US administrations, they are all 
the same in their fundamentally hostile stance against the Arah 
cause, particularly the Palestinian cause. The only difference 
between one US administration and another is in the tactical 
means but however the handling of the issue might be, it always 
results in full and permanent support of the Zionist entity. 


The consolidation of the military potential of Israel through 
stockpiling of an arsenal of weaponry including sophisticated 
weapons, that are not available even to the US allies in the 
NATO, particularly after the Camp David accords, can have but 
one meaning: the drive for securing the US strategic domination 
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over the whole Arab region, and more particularly over the. 
sources of oil. This has been indicated by the latest movements 
and military escalation in the Gulf area, the establishment of 
military bases in the Arab region, and the facilities under the 
pretext of protecting the “Islamic” countries, whereas oil, the. 
nerve of capitalist industry, is in fact the ultimate goal. It is 
thus certain, in our belief that the US administration constantly. 
put more faith in Israel, at both the military and political levels, 
than in what they call their Arab friends. 


Again, we cannot expect any US administration to give a: 
priority to the settlement of the Middle East problem, except. in 
so far as such a settlement would mobilise forces paying alle 
giance to the US, with the purpose of implementing their own 
common schemes. 


We do not have to go back far in time to find adequate 
evidence of the US designs in the Middle East. However, if we 
take up the Carter era we would easily validate our view as pre 
viously stated : 


The US has now re-entered the region with easier access. 
than ever before. Their presence is now probable in all fields: 
political, military, economic and cultural. This they have achiev 
ed after having succeeded in shrinking the Arab-Israeli conflict 
area through excluding the most important Arab confrontation 
front as a result of the conclusion of the Camp David accords: 
and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. It should be kept in mind that 
the U.S.A. have played the principal part in the conclusion of 
this treaty. 


The US policy has persistently and so far successfully con: 
solidated the Arab reactionary forces against the Arab national 
movements which fought and fight against imperialism and the 
foreign aggressive presence in their countries, for their genuine 
independence. 


For the first time, the USA now have secured military faci- 
lities beyond their expectations in Egypt, to be used for inter. 
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vention and aggression against the peoples of the area, thus 
Adding to their major military base which is Israel itself. 


The USA has succeeded in encircling the area with military 
bases in Oman, Somalia, Bahrein and Saudi Arabia. The mili: 
tary pacts, such as the Gulf pact and the Red Sea Pact, have 
been revived. The USA widened and deepened dissensions and 
disputes in the Arab region in such an unprecedented but suc: 
cessful manner that has never been witnessed in the area. The 
US sparked off civil war in Lebanon to keep the whole Arab 
area engaged with secondary conflicts, to divide Lebanon into 
meagre “Statelets’, to deal a blow to the Lebanese national 
movement, and to liquidate the Palestinian presence in Lebanon 
The US helped stoke the fire of communal and religious conflicts 
in the Arab homeland particularly in Lebanon and in Syria in 
order to distract these countries efforts. As matters stand, 
Syria in the absence of the other fronts, remains as the main 
front in fact of the Israeli aggressors. 


The Arab potentials are undoubtedly capable of imposing 
a viable and sound political and military solution if these poten: 
tialities could be united upon the minimum, not to say the maxi- 
mum, acceptable solution. This could be accomplished through 
defining the tasks necessary to face the present and prospective 
situation under the new U.S. Reagan administration which come 
with postures of threats not only against the Middle East but 
also against international peace and security. 


It in also evident that the ultimate aim of the US policy 
centered round the elimination of the Palestinian revolution. 


Yet we have, in this context, to underline that the Arab side 
unfortunately has been involved in secondary conflicts which 
deprived it, to a very appreciable extent, of power to impose a 
comprehensive and just solution. 


Conspiracies are hatched to destabilize the patriotic and 
progressive Arab regimes, the Palestinian revolution is dealt 
successive blows by certain Arab reactionary regimes. The si- 
tuation in Lebanon is another example of Arab dissension, the 
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reactionary Arab regimes undertake the liquidation of the n& 
tional liberation movements thus doing a great service for impe 
rialism and Zionism. The Arab liberation movement is suffering 
from setbacks and divisions which harm the Arab struggle, and 
the repercussions will last for long, if no change occurs. 


This situation of the Arab world has helped Israel to pursue. 
its policy of aggression, fully supported by the US. Israel still 
stands in defiance of the resolutions of the UN, the non-aligm 
ment movement, international democratic organizations and. 
world public opinion. It still denies the rights of the Arab Pale 
tinian people, and it persists in building settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories, changing the demographic, geographic 
and cultural features. It still arrests and imprisons hundreds of 
Palestinian citizens, demolishes houses and instigates the assassé 
nation and criminal actions against elected mayors and national 
leaders. 


Israel has declared, both in word and action, that Jerusalem: 
is the “eternal” capital of Israel, with no regard to the opinion 
of the millions of people of the world. It repeatedly aggresses 
the South of Lebanon in collusion with the Lebanese separatist 
cliques in order to tear Lebanon off into mutually antagonistic 
meagre parcels ; to liquidate both the Palestinian revolution and: 
the Lebanese national movement. 


The Palestinian revolution has received unparalleled inter 
national political and moral support at the level of the UN, the 
non-aligned movement, the regional and the international democ 
ratic organizations, yet the points of weakness in the Arab situa 
tion necessarily reflect upon the Palestinian struggle. 


Nevertheless the progressive Palestinian and Arab policy 
has succeeded in gaining the international recognition of the 
inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people. This policy 
has also succeeded in receiving wide international support fot 
the just struggle waged by the Arab liberation movement against 
imperialism and Zionism. 
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Even now, with the conclusion of the Camp David accords 
and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, Israel could not acccmplish its 
objectives. 


However, it has reached certain goals directly linked with 
its strategy, amongst which are the isolation of Egypt, the most 
weight front in the Arab-Israeli conflict; the recognition of 
Israel by the biggest Arab country, for the first time the chain oi 
Israel’s isolation was broken ; the normalization of Israel’s rela- 
tionships with Egypt — which was undreamt of by Isreal until 
very recently — while Israel is still occupying Arab territories, 
and while what are called peace endeavours have not achieved 
any progress regarding the Palestinian cause; and the estab. 
lishment of new Israeli settlements in the West Bank and Gaza 
under the pretext that it is “Israel’s historical land’’ continue 
unabated. 


Israel has now regained the possibility to establish relation 
‘ships with Africa after disproving the Arab argument for which 
relations between Israel and Africa were severed. 


We, in the AAPSO, earnestly hope that this Council wil 
‘devise an objective plan of action that can contribute to estak: 
lishing a progressive Arab strategy defining effective tasks ta 
‘repel these very real dangers threatening the Arab peoples. 


We are of the opinion that one of the main objectives of 
this meeting is to consider and assert the role of the Arab masse4 
‘to confront those dangers. The Arab masses were not allowed 
to effectively participate, for a long time, or to act. 


We consider that the preliminary action to set free the po 
pular will in the Arab countries would be securing the democra 
‘tic, political and trade-unions freedoms, and in calling on the 
‘popular institutions to participate in the struggle. 


The West European states, which are now getting more 
interested in the solution of the Middle East problem, are called 
for to act through international laws and norms, and through 
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the UN resolutions on the Palestinian cause. It is not reason- 
ably conceivable that they should put the aggressor and _ the 
victim on an equal footing. This demands a firm and clear stand 
on our part, in support of the Arab and Palestinian rights and 
to compel Israel to withdraw and to check its expansionist racist 
nature. With this view in mind, the AAPSO rejects all the 
proposals which aim at the settlement of the Palestinian cause 
through the so-called Jordanian option or any other option. The 
cnly solution lies in the hands of the Palestinians. 


The issue of the Middle East, as outlined in the above broad 
lines, has come, after the Camp David accords, to a standstill, 
the struggle has suffered a definite set-back. It is impera- 
tive to break the stale-mate, mainly of course through the 
struggle of the Arab peoples and their national liberation move- 
ment, but also through a realistic solution that would ensure 
all the rights of the Palestinian people and the realization of the 
objectives of the Arab nation and secure at the same time world 
peace and detente. This could be accomplished through an in- 
ternational meeting in which all parties concerned, first of which 
is the P.L.O., would participate on equal terms. The AAPSO 
had called for such a meeting in the past, and now the proposal 
of the Soviet Union comes to support this stand which is in har- 
mony with the world public opinion and the wishes of the masses 
in the area. It is encouraging that reactions to this proposal from 
the majority of the parties concerned, were positive. Practical 
measures have now to be devised to implement such a proposal. 


The Western imperialist circles try by all means to create 
a climate of tension and instability in the Gulf region, insinuating 
the presence of an assumed danger jeopardising the peoples’ 
lives and countries riches of this vital area. 


This is also the Western approach to the Iraqi-Iranian war 
which has now been protracted for quite a considerable time, a 
senseless war from the viewpoint of the two countries interests’. 
It is a war that benefits no one but imperialism which is anxious 
and eager to restore, in some way or other, its positions in the 
region. We emphatically call for an early end to this fratricidal 
‘war, and a political settlement of the conflict. 
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Western powers talk about their anxiety to “protect” the. 
Gulf states and the oil routes, for this purpose they have created. 
a tremendous military force, the so-called “raid deployment for- 
ces’. During her visit to the USA, Mrs Margaret Thatcher has. 
proposed a permanent military pact whose task would be the 
domination of this area. 


These desperate, feverish imperialist endeavours which 
create an atmosphere of panic in the area, under the pretext of 
its “protection” from a “danger”, bring back to the world the 
obsolete colonial monopolies the brazenly interfered in the in- 
ternal affairs of other countries with the aim of domination and 
plunder. 


The real danger posed against the Gulf area comes first and’ 
foremost from these imperialist powers. We are certain that 
the peoples of the region are capable of defending themselves 
and protecting their own interests. 


In the context of the Middle East crises, and closely con-. 
nected to it, the struggle of the people of Cyprus, courageously 
continues for an independent united non-aligned territorially 
integrated Cyprus, free of foreign troops and bases. It receives: 
our total support and unreserved solidarity. 


The African Continent witnessed, recently, a series of vic- 
tories of historical bearing, by the national liberation movements 
against the last colonialist vestiges of the fascist, racist regimes 
of Southern-Africa. The newly independent African countries 
scored, as well remarkable victories ; they consolidated their 
independence, and they made head-way in the process of promot-. 
ing socio-economic progress. 


The victory over Portuguese colonialism brought by the 
people’s wars for national liberation, led respectively by PAIGO, 
FRELIMO, MPLA and MLSTP and the subsequent setting-up 
of peoples’ regimes of socialist orientation in the new states of 
Guinea Bissau, Cape Verde, Mozambique, Angola and Sao Tome 
and Principe have had far-reaching effects on the inter-relations: 
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in Africa, in favour of the national liberation forces and progress. 
They gave a new momentum and impetus to the irrevocable 
struggle of the liberation movement, extending up to the fron- 
tiers of the imperialist and racist bastion of South Africa. 


Such significant victories were possible to achieve, on one 
hand, thanks to the firm determination of freedom-fighters who 
succeeded in cementing and keeping up the unity of the patriotic 
elements around the noble ideals of freedom, authentic indepen- 
dence and socio-democratic progress. On the other hand, the 
increasingly wide support extended to the movements of natio- 
nal liberation by the patriotic, progressive and anti-imperialist 
forces, the O.A.U., the non-aligned movement and the socialist 
countries played an appreciable part in achieving their goal. 


However, despite the powerful impact that these victories 
have on the international arena and the irreversible course of 
this historical combat in which the peoples of Africa are reso- 
lutely engaged, imperialism, far from giving in, multiplies its 
hostile manoeuvres to safeguard its economic and military inte- 
rests. 


Thus major and far-reaching developments and changes have 
taken place — developments that cannot but be considered as 
positive and healthy. Particularly in the southern region where 
the bastion of imperialism, colonialism, racism, reaction and fas- 
cism is located — the racist Republic of South Africa — we are 
witnessing an upsurge of the struggles being waged by the heroic 
peoples of Namibia and South Africa for national liberation and 
human emancipation. A mighty blow against imperial domination 
of the continent was struck when the people of Zimbabwe, after 
a long and arduous revolutionary struggle, overthrew the illegal 
white minority racist regime of Ian Smith and establish a non- 
racial, sovereign and independent state under the leadership of 
its revolutionary movement — The Patriotic Front. The emer- 
gence of a free Zimbabwe on the African scene is an event of 
great significance, particularly for the peoples of the region in 
their long quest to liberate themselves from the yoke of oppres- 
sion, exploitation, racism and white domination. The AAPSO re- 
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joices with the people of Zimbabwe in their great and historic 
achievement and pledges its total solidarity with them in the dif- 
ficult and trying period ahead to safeguard their hard-won inde- 
pendence, self-reliant economy, and sovereignty and wish them 
all success in the noble but daunting task to build a happy, peace- 
ful and prosperous society. The AAPSO is confident that as they 
overcame all obstacles during the freedom struggle so will the 
people of Zimbabwe overcome the sinister plots and machinations 
of forces attempting to eradicate the revolutionary gains. As 
during their freedom struggle the people of Zimbabwe can remain 
assured. that the Afro-Asian Solidarity Movement will stand four- 
square behind them in their continuing struggle to build a new 
life. 


The struggle for national liberation waged by the people of 
Namibia under the leadership of their sole authentic representat- 
ive — SWAPO (South West Africa People’s Organisation) — has 
reached a critical juncture. Internally both in the political and 
military spheres the patriotic forces have made notable gains 
against the illegal occupation army of racist South Africa. 
SWAPO guerrilla units are to be found deep in the heart of their 
motherland fighting undaunted against a ruthless and formidable 
enemy making significant strides in their just struggle for na- 
tional emancipation. 


Internationally, SWAPO’s stature is being enhanced as the 
war on the homefront is being intensified and escalated. Attempts 
by South Africa’s racist regime to discredit SWAPO nationally 
and internationally, to split the movement on tribal and ethnic 
lines, sow discord and division among its fighting ranks and have 
it derecognised by the United Nations and the international com- 
munity have failed. 


Similarly, efforts are being exerted to bantustanise the in- 
ternational trust territory and the foisting on an oppressed, co- 
lonised and unwilling people the so-called Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance — puppets of South Africa — to speak and act on their 
behalf. 


Notwithstanding the gains of the Namibian liberation move- 
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ment and the positive developments made during the past few 
years it is necessary to emphasize that the international com- 
munity in general, and progressive anti-imperialist forces in par- 
ticular, will have to exert maximum pressure on South Africa and 
her foreign backers to bring about a just solution to the Na- 
mibian question. The recent abortive UN Conference on Namibia 
held in Geneva spelt out clearly South Africa’s intentions to main- 
tain her military, economic, and political stranglehold over Na- 
mibia until it is compelled by the combined weight of national 
and international pressure to relinquish her role as a colonial 
master. 


Though Namibian independence is discernible on the horizon 
in the not too distant future it becomes imperative that the prog- 
ressive movement keeps the process for liberation. SWAPO and 
the people of Namibia, more than in the past, need the active ma- 
terial, moral and other aid to assist them in their heroic and noble 
struggle for national liberation. A firm commitment on our part 
is called for and SWAPO must be reassured, during this critical 
phase, that the AAPSO and other international progressive forces 
shall do their utmost to ensure that genuine freedom and inde- 
pendence for Namibia becomes a reality. 


In South Africa the struggle for national liberation, against 
racism and apartheid, has reached a new and critical phase. Under 
the leadership of the African National Congress, the oppressed, 
voiceless, exploited and discriminated black masses are resisting 
the might of a brutal and sophisticated state-machinery designed 
to keep them in total and permanent subjugation. 


Notwithstanding the continual spate of draconian measures 
enacted at every session of the all-white parliament, including 
harsher legislation to further erode the remaining meagre civil 
and other liberties enjoyed by the overwhelming black population 
of the country — African, Indian and Coloured masses — the 
racist republic finds itself in a virtual state of war with its own 
population. Imprisonment of hundreds of freedom fighters, de- 
tention—without—trial of opponents of the regime, arbitrary ar- 
rests and banishment to remote and arid areas of the land; ban- 
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ning of individuals and the forcible closure of black newspapers 
which, under extremely difficult conditions, attempt to mirror 
the miserable lives of oppressed South Africans, and express their 
grievances, the arrests of school children; many between the ages 
of 9 to 14, for demonstrating against the inequitous educational 
system; the dismissal and expulsion of workers to rural and im- 
poverished backwaters of the land for striking and demanding 
higher wages and better living conditions — these and countless 
other injustices are daily perpetrated against black South Afri- 
cans who have been made foreigners in the land of their birth. 


In spite of the fact that the country has been turned into 
a total police state, that a reign of terror and brutality has been 
let loose, the oppressed people have displayed tremendous cour- 
age, political consciousness and organisational skill to resist the 
fascist onslaught. Organised and led by their national liberation 
movement — the African National Congress — though proscribed 
for over twenty years and its leadership imprisoned or in exile, 
the armed revolutionary struggle for liberation has made signifi- 
cant gains during this difficult period. Armed units of Umkhonto 
We Sizwe (The Spear of the Nation) — the military wing of the 
ANC — have on numerous occasions engaged the enemy in active 
battle and are continuing to hit at vital and strategic military and 
economic targets — successful operations that led to the despe- 
rate cowardly and criminal attack by South African commandos 
on ANC refugee houses in the Mozambique capital Maputo last 
January, with warnings that all neighbouring states should ex- 
pect similar aggression if they continue to harbour freedom 
fighters and allow their territories for subversive activities and 
military springboards against the racist republic. 


Zimbabwe’s liberation and the escalating war of liberation 
in Namibia, combined with the reality of progressive, sovereign 
and independent states on their borders, has brought out a pro- 
found transformation in the thinking of South Africans. The 
whites have become jittery and fear the impending end of their 
privileged position which they maintained with brute force for 
over three hundred years. With every passing day the message 
is driven home that the days of white supremacy, domination and 
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privilege are numbered. And that no amount of militarisation, 
acts of aggression against neighbouring states or intensified re- 
pression within the country can indefinitely stem the freedom. tide 
now sweeping the southern part of the continent. 


On the other hand the very factors which have placed the 
white in a state of turmoil and apprehension have succeeded in 
galvanising the black masses, inspiring them to redouble their ef- 
forts in the common endeavour and brought about an increasing 
awareness that the enemy is not invincible; brute force, military 
Superiority and might alone were not able to stop the peoples 
of Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Angola from bringing about fun- 
damental changes in the fundamental law of human development 
and therefore, exception to this fundamental law of human de- 
velopment and therefore, cannot alter the course of history. The 
gallant and heroic struggles of the peoples of Vietnam, Algeria, 
and others have undoubtedly strengthened the resolve of the op- 
pressed that a people bent to liberate themselves shall be trium-. 
phant. 


It is this awareness that impelled the courageous young 
freedom fighter — Solomon Mahlangu — to go singing to the gal- 
lows; the same awareness inspired the other three young ANC 
patriots — Lubisi, Mashigo and Manana — to defiantly shout the 
battle-cry “AMANDLA NGAWETHU !!” (Power to the People) 
when the white judge sentenced them to death last November; 
and it is this realisation that drives thousands of our brothers 
and sisters to face the enemy with courage and confidence that 
has unnerved the racist regime and its dichard' supporters. 


This introduction of so-called reforms in the apartheid sys- 
tem, removal of “petty-apartheid’” practices (such as “whites 
only” signs from public benches, parks, post-offices, etc.) and the 
accelerated pace of dismembering the country through its ban- 
tustanisation schemes — these and other developments, viewed 
in the context outlined above, demonstrate only the moral bank- 
ruptcy of the racist regime but, and this is important, clearly ré- 
veals the desperate situation the apartheid state finds itself in, 
while it desperately attempts to contain and check the growing 
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influence and strength of the liberation movement, and to cling 
on to power. The ANC and all freedom-loving South Africans are 
justified in totally rejecting the “reform” policies of Premier 
Botha and characterising them as sophisticated manoeuvres to 
maintain and consolidate the barbaric and inhuman racist, op- 
pressive and exploitative system. 


The apartheid Juggernaut is, indeed, beginning to crumble. 
The period ahead is of decisive and crucial importance for the 
South African revolutionary movement and, in this situation, the 
increased moral and material assistance of the international soli- 
darity movement for the people of the country and their genuine 
authentic representative — the ANC — is of the utmost impor- 
tance. We have no doubts that our member organisations and 
support groups would respond in a positive manner and redouble 
their efforts to further weaken the racist regime by campaigning 
for the imposition of mandatory economic, trade, oil and other 
sanctions as called for by the oppressed people and their national 
liberation movement. 


As regards the Frontline States, and in view of their proxi- 
mity with the racist Republic of South Africa and their commit- 
ment to the total freedom of the African continent from all forms 
of domination and oppression, the African independent states of 
Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Lesotho, Botswana and Tanzania 
have been playing a positive and significant role in the national 
liberation struggles of the subcontinent. 


Less than ten years ago only two states — Zambia and Tan- 
zania — were effectively in the position to render the concrete 
material and other assistance to the liberation movements of 
the region as called for by the Organisation of African Unity, 
the United Nations and Conference of Non Aligned States. Today 
a radically new situation is to be found which has altered the 
entire balance of forces in this volatile region of the continent. 
After long and bitter revolutionary struggles, the peoples of 
Angola and Mozambique overthrew Portuguese colonial rule and 
attained their independence. Just a year ago the people of Zimbab- 
we, after an arduous armed struggle, extended the frontiers of 
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free Africa to reach the Limpopo which divides the white-ruled 
south from the black north. 


There is no gainsaying the fact that during the past fifteen 
years the peoples of Zambia and Tanzania and, since their libe- 
ration, the peoples of Angola and Mozambique have made and 
continue to make tremendous sacrifices in the cause of freeing 
the continent from the vestiges of imperialism, colonialism and 
racism. Their economies have been ravaged, their territorial in- 
tegrity violated and their subjects killed and maimed by the racist 
regimes of the south. 


They are subjected to repeated and devastating acts of ag- 
gression and threatened with economic blackmail and other dire 
consequences by the South African racists if the humanitarian 
and just support rendered to the freedom fighters of Namibia and 
South Africa is not ended. Their economic, social and political 
systems are being sabotaged, subverted and destabilised to com- 
pel the countries giving aid, political asylum and other humani- 
tarian assistance to the victims of racist persecution and oppres- 
sion forced to flee their mother countries. 


It is necessary to underscore that the Frontline states, par- 
ticularly Angola, Mozambique and Zambia, by giving succour to 
victims of apartheid and racism, are carrying out their moral 
responsibilities as called for by the United Nations. Therefore, 
it becomes the duty of the international community to safeguard 
the interests of these states from further acts of aggression and 
other forms of coercion by the racist regime. Failure to defend 
these states and prevail upon South Africa to desist from further 
such acts must inevitably lead to a situation in which the peace 
of the entire region would be gravely impaired. 


The international community is called upon, as a matter of 
urgency, to prevent an already deteriorating situation from 
worsening by the adoption of concrete and meaningful measures 
by the United Nations. At the same time the world is called upon 
to give massive economic, material and other aid to the frontline 
states to enable them to repair their ravaged economies. The 
world is duty bound to do this, at least. 
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It is incumbent on us to extend every support and solidarity 
to the progressive regimes in Africa such as in Benin, the Mala- 
gash Republic, Angola, Mozambique, Ethiopia and others in their 
efforts towards building societies of socialist orientation and 
driving for all-round socio-economic progress in the interests of 
their peoples who had undergone unspeakable sufferings under 
colonialism, and never relented in their struggle for liberation. 


We must look with grave concern at the tragic conditions 
imposed on the martyr populations of the Western Sahara, the 
Horn of Africa, Chad and in the Comoro Islands as well as the 
series of armed aggressions perpetrated by the fascist hordes of 
mercenaries against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
the young states. 


As regards the Western Sahara, we should underline, once 
more, the alarming situation prevailing in this country and its 
impact on peace and stability not only in the region but also in 
Africa as a whole. We follow up and support the commendable 
and relentless efforts exerted by the O.A.U., the movement of the 
non-aligned countries and the U.N. with a view to reaching a 
peaceful, just and equitable solution to this conflict. 


Our Organisation, while reasserting its support to the Sah- 
raoui People, directs an appeal to all the progressive forces rallied 
here to exercise the necessary pressure with the aim of putting 
an end to this fratricidal war that has lasted long and which 
only benefits the enemies of Africa. We call on them, particularly 
Morocco, to start negotiating with the Polisario in a bid to grant 
the Saharoui People the right to self-determination in confor- 
mity with the OAU Charter as well as with the recommendations 
of its special committee and Resolution 1514 of the United Na- 
tions. 


As regards Chad, the AAPSO denounces and condemns the 
African policy of certain non African states — France in parti- 
cular — and the hysterical campaigns orchestrated around Chad. 


We reiterate our appeal to all the patriotic forces of Chad 
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to endeavour to establish an anti-imperialist peace in the country 
under the leadership of TGNU and within the exclusive frame- 
work of the OAU in line with the spirit of the Lagos accords. 


As regards the Comoro Island of Mayotte, the AAPSO ex- 
presses its full solidarity with the People of Comoro in their legi- 
timate struggle to liberate this island from French occupation 
and safeguard its independence, unity and territorial integrity. 


Deeply anxious over the neo-colonialist policy of France in 
Africa, the AAPSO alerts all the progressive forces on the danger 
of establishing and restructuring French military bases in cer- 
tain African countries, particularly to the South of the Sahara, 
and denounce the deployment of French warships in the Indian 
Ocean. 


While we have our Council on the 21st of March, the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of Racism, as declared by the 
United Nations, we condemn, in the most categorical terms, all 
forms of racism, apartheid and social discrimination, whether 
exercised by the apartheid colonial regime of South Africa, or 
by other states, or misguided sectors of population, reactionary 
or fascist-like forces and organisations, including certain forms 
of racial discrimination that still persist in the U.S., or certain 
trends for racial oppression that made their appearance recently 
in the U.K. 


We call upon all democratic, progressive and socialist forces 
to be ever more alert and exercise vigilance as regards racial op- 
pression practised systematically against racial minorities and 
particularly against the indigenous peoples and the aborigines in 
Latin America and Australia. Their rights to land are denied, 
their riches plundered by the TNC’s and their culture is denied 
and trampled down through age-long blatant incursions and un- 
abashed aggression. 


We call these forces to support the NGO’s International Con- 
ference on the Indigenous Peoples and their Rights to Land, to 
be convened next autumn. 
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Over the last several years developments in Asia were cha- 
racterised by the strengthening of anti-imperialist tendencies and 
the struggle of Asian nations for lasting peace and security and 
for national and socio-economic progress. Marked positive 
changes took place in Asia during that period : the existence of 
the aggressive military blocs SEATO and CENTO came to its 
Inglorious end, and-many Asian nations noticeably intensified 
their efforts to consolidate their independence and achieve full 
econcmic and political emancipation. 


Serious blows at imperialist and nec-colonial'st positions in 
the region were dealt with by the middle of the seventies. Im- 
perialist aggression in Indochina suffered an utter defeat. The 
heroic struggle of the peoples cf Vietnam, Lacs and Kampuchea, 
and the support of their struggle by all the progressive forces 
on our planet particularly the socialist World and including the 
Afro-Asian solidarity movement, brought about the collapse of 
the military machine of the mightiest imperialist power and its 
puppet forces. The historic reunification of Vietnam took place 
in 1975. The peoples of Indochina began to build a new life and 
making a substantial contribution towards a stronger peace and 
security in South Hast Asia and the continent as a whole. 


Considerable changes: took place in the late seventies also 
in the situation in South West Asia. The pro-American tyrannical 
reg'me of the Shah, which had been a vehicle of pro-imperialist 
policy in the Middle East and the Gulf area, was overthrown by 
the people’s revolution in Iran. The April revolution in Afghanis- 
tan and the ensuing deep socio-economic changes that have been 
effected in that country, were aimed at overcoming its centuries- 
old socio-economic backwardness in the shcrtest possible time 
and ridding the country from neo-colonialist oppression. 


But following these great victories, new sources of tension 
have arisen in Asia and the Indian Ocean region. Today the con- 
tinent has, perhaps, the greatest number of hotbeds of tension. 
Imperialist quarters in the West, primarily the USA, and their 
allies, the local reactionary circles, are doing everything they can 
to undermine the anti-imperialist struggle of nations and to 
dictate their will to them. Having felt a threat to their selfish in- 
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terests in the successes scored by the national liberation move- 
ment the world’s. reactionaries have intensified their intrigues 
against the forces of peace and progress in Asia. 


In South East Asia which has undergone so much tragic suf- 
fering from imperialist aggression the internal affairs of Viet- 
nam, Laos and Kampuchea were again interfered with, by their 
neighbours from the North and the West, leading to criminal 
sabotage and border military conflicts threatening seriously their 
security, sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is against this 
background that the troubled peace and insecurity in this region 
should be viewed, a situation that stems from the policy of ag- 
gression and intervention of the imperialist and international re- 
actionary forces, from the existence of foreign military bases and 
troops in the region and not, as alleged by politically motivated 
propaganda, from the Kampuchean people’s uprising overthrow- 
ing the genocidal Pol Pot — Teng Sary regime. On the contrary, 
that uprising in January 1979 has contributed basically to sta- 
bilize, since then, the political. social and economic situation in 
Kampuchea more quickly thar expected. 


The unjust and unreasonable decision concerning the repre- 
sentation of Kampuchea adopted by the 35th session of the UN 
General Assembly is indeed intolerable and unacceptable. To allow 
the remnants of the ousted fascist clique of Pol Pot to continue 
to occupy Kampuchea’s seat at the UN, is contrary to the reality 
of the situation and to the will of Kampuchean people and the 
interest of peace and security in the region. 


Fundamentally, the Indochinese and ASEAN countries have 
in common the aspiration that peace and stability should prevail 
in the region, and that without harmony and cooperation between 
them, there can be no relaxation of tension in the situation. The 
countries of South-East Asia have no alternative but to put aside 
their differences and proceed, on the basis of peaceful co-existence 
and mutual respect for each other’s legitimate interests, to dis- 
cuss solutions of the most urgent problems, to ensure peace and 
stability along the Kampuchea-Thai border and Lao-Thai border, 
to settle the disputes regarding the South China Sea, and even- 
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tually, to sign agreements of non-aggression so that South East 
Asia may be a region of peace and stability. Similarly there 
should be bilateral treaties of peaceful co-existence and good 
neighbourliness between Vietnam and China and Laos and China. 


Unfortunately, however, the infamous axis of U.S.-China- 
Japan is hindering the accomplishment of much desired peaceful 
solutions of the problems in the area and are encouraging frontier 
conflicts of the Kampuchean people. It will be no exaggeration 
to say that today the main threat to the peoples of that region 
is posed by this axis, who, in cooperation with local reaction, is 
striving to realize their plans of re-imposing their military and 
political influence and asserting their domination there. The in- 
trigues against Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea must be put to an 
end and the peoples of South East Asia granted an opportunity’ 
to decide their destinies themselves and to solve all disputable 


issues politically, by conducting bilateral or multilateral nego-: 
tiations. 


After the people’s revolution in Iran, US imperialism began 
to work frantically to gain new footholds in the region to com- 
pensate for the loss of its colossal influence in Iran. In its con- 
frontation against Iran, it organised an economic boycott by all 
the Western powers, on the one hand, and began to concentrate: 
a huge naval and military presence in the area, on the other. 
New bases and facilities were acquired in Bahrein, Oman, Masi-: 
rah, Somalia, Egypt and Kenya. 


A chain of bases for its new Rapid Deployment Forces: 
(RDF) were established for the express purpose of militarily in- 
tervening in other countries. All this was part of an unprecedent-. 
ed massive US military build-up in the entire Indian Ocean area 
as a whole. The naval-cum-air nuclear base in Diego Garcia has 
now become the largest US foreign base outside the NATO area 
and has become the headquarters of its new Fifth Fleet. Most 
sophisticated long distance bombers based on Diego Garcia are 
reported to be constantly in the air on their surveillance mis- 
sions. In the name of guaranteing oil supplies, contingency plans 
have been prepared by the USA and announced for the military 
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occupation of the oil-producing countries by US forces in case of 
popular unrest in those countries. A foreign interventionist force 
is thus being created for the express purpose of interference in 
internal political development, against the democratic. liberation 
movements. 


Simultaneously there is a move to extend the “sphere of res- 
ponsibility” of the NATO as well as of Japan and the ANZUS to 
cover the Indian Ocean and the Gulf area in order to involve its 
other allies in this new military confrontation and adventure. 
From the Gulf and the Red Sea right upto Australia, imperialism 
is looking for ever-new military bases and strongpoints trying 
to knock together new aggressive military and political alliances 
and blocs in the region. In addition to Diego Garcia, other islands 
belonging to Britain and particularly to France in the southern 
lattitudes of the Indian Ocean are being activated and of late 
the naval presence of the Federal Republic of Germany has also 
been brought about. The USA is putting pressure to bear on a 
number of South Asian states demanding that they place new 
military facilities at its dispo~1l. The US presence in the Indian 
Ocean is a longterm affair, fr-m all evidence and indications. 


All this extraordinary build up and militarization of the In- 
dian Ocean is of course in total violation of the expressed de- 
mands of the littoral and hinterland states for removing and dis- 
mantling the bases, demilitarising the region and transforming it 
into a zone of peace. Ever since the Lusaka Non-aligned Summit 
Conference in 1970 and the UN resolution in 1971 demanding 
the transformation of the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace, the 
countries of the region have reiterated this demand at all inter- 
national forums without any effect. There is to be a special UN 
conference on the Indian Ocean in Colombo during 1981 which 
would mark the Tenth Anniversary of the original UN resolution. 
But the USA is now strongly opposing this conference. The recent 
Non-aligned Foreign Ministers Conference has however, reiterat- 
ed the desirability of holding this conference. The AAPSO to- 
gether with all other international democratic forces also sup- 
ports the call of the Head of State of Madagascar for convening 
a special Summit Conference of Non-aligned countries in Tana- 
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narive on the demilitarization of the Indian Ocean during 1981. 
The AAPSO in cooperation with all other anti-imperialist patrio- 
tic forces in all our countries must concentrate its efforts on the: 
demilitarization of the Indian Ocean during 1981. In this connec- 
tion the forthcoming International Conference on the Indian 
Ocean and the Gulf to take place in New Delhi from 3 to 5 April 
1981 cosponsored by the AAPSO is of special importance. 


In Afghanistan soon after the historic April Revolution in 
1978 which was hailed by all international democratic forums in- 
cluding the AAPSO, the reactionary counter-revolutionary forces 
with the help of imperialism led by the U.S.A. and its old and new 
allies launched a real undeclared war against the Afghan revolu- 
tion. Both the Democratic Republic of Aghanistan as well as the 
Soviet Union have declared time and again that the presence of 
the Soviet forces which came at the call of the legitimate leader- 
ship of the revolutionary forces was only to counteract the threat 
of external aggression and these will be withdrawn as soon as 
these threats are removed on the basis of a negotiated political 
settlement between Afghanistan and its neighbours. 


The Afghan revolution which is implementing its objectives’ 
of ending feudal exploitation, of eliminating centuries-old misery, 
ignorance and hunger, of introducing social and agrarian reforms: 
has already carried out most impressive achievements which have 
been witnessed by many impartial observers including high per-. 
sonalities from scores of Afro-Asian and other friendly countries 
sent by the AAPSO. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
has not only categorically stated that Afghanistan shall continue 
with its independent non-aligned status and the Soviet forces will 
be withdrawn as soon as possible, but has time and again express- 
ed its constant readiness to enter into peaceful talks with its 
neighbours either bilaterally or multilaterally, whether directly 
or under UN or any other friendly international auspices. If 
nevertheless no progress has been made in this direction till now 
the fault lies not with the Afghan side but with imperialism and 
its allies which have spared no effort to keep the crisis and the 
confrontation alive by means of instigation and incitement. The 
AAPSO calls upon all patriotic anti-imperialist forces in the re- 
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gion to exercise all their influence to bring about a peaceful poli- 
tical solution to this problem through direct negotiations. 


The AAPSO strongly supports all efforts towards direct ne- 
gotiations between Afghanistan and her neighbours that aim at 
bringing about a political solution including the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops and the return of the normal state of affairs, on 
the basis of cessation of interference by the imperialist forces 
and their allies. It supports the initiatives put forward by the 
DRA Government on 14 May 1980 and again reiterated recently. 


The situation in the Far East has markedly worsened of late. 
Japan’s military potential is being built up under the encourage- 
ment, rather the pressure of the USA and China, in circumven- 
tion of the relevant provisions of the Japanese Constitution. The 
ruling circles in Japan are rapidly escalating the arms build-up 
and the militarisation of Japan, trying even to get Japan’s so- 
called ‘‘self-defence forces” equipped with nuclear weapons. On 
the one hand, a US-China-Japan axis has been fostered, and on 
the other, Japan is being drawn into a close military alliance 
with the USA and South Korea. The US troop contingent, parti- 
cularly the US “expeditionary corps’ in South Korea and the US 
troops in Japan, are being enlarged in the region. Very large scale 
joint military exercises by the US and South Korean forces are 
being carried out which began in February and will continue till 
April 1981. Codenamed ‘“‘team spirit 81”, these exercises will in- 
volve a total mobilisation of over 180,000 troops including 61,500 
US troops both from the US mainland as well as from those per- 
manently stationed in South Korea, and more than 100,000 South 
Korean puppet troops along with different types of most sophis- 
ticated combat equipment. 


At the same time the internal situation in South Korea con- 
tinues to remain extremely grave. Irrespective of the many de- 
ceptive declarations about new constitution and so-called elec- 
tions, the dicatatorship continues unabated. Thousands of politi- 
cal prisoners remain in jail and the democratic forces are sup- 
pressed. 


The AAPSO which has always upheld the Korean people’s 
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right to national reunification supports the new 10 points propo- 
sals by the DPRK for the peaceful independent reunification of 
the North and South on the basis of a confederal structure and 
neutrality in which the two parts will retain their separate ad- 
ministrations and socio-economic systems but will not have any 
foreign military connections and be independent of any bloc dec- 
laring the whole of the Korean peninsula as a “nuclear-free peace 
zone’. These very eminently resonable proposals have been sup- 
ported by broad democratic circles throughout the world. 


The USA must withdraw completely, immediately and uncon- 
ditionally all their troops and all their lethal weapons including 
nuclear weapons from South Korea, the South Korean authori- 
ties must stop at once their fascist suppression against all the 
patriotic people demanding democracy and peaceful reunification 
and must release without delay all the patriotic personalities ar- 
rested, imprisoned or sentenced unjustly. 


Faced with the new international correlation and alignment 
of forces, the world imperialist system has now embarked upon 
a broad offensive which mainly aims, on the political level, at the 
mobilisation and winning over of new pro-imperialist social strata 
and ruling forces, either alongside the traditional reactionary ele- 
‘ments or through the recruitment of new allies of imperialism 
who would by necessity occupy subsidiary or economic levels or 
both, vis-a-vis the imperialist metropolitan centres of power. 


Attempts are made and designs are constantly hatched, by 
imperialist forces, for the destabilisation of progressive regimes 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America, through direct intervention, 
trigged-up coups, assassination of patriotic historic leaderships, 
or fanning communal and tribal conflicts, themselves vestiges of 
the old colonial infamous legacy. 


Traditional democratic gains within the imperialist metro- 
‘politan countries themselves are corroded through consolidation 
of reactionary political forces and escalation of neo-fascist 
trends, playing into the hands of rightist terrorist waves. 


Clearly this is an interrelated complex offensive that wagers 
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on the obstruction of revolutionary developments and the under- 
mining of gains dearly won by the popular masses of the Third 
World on the one hand; as well as the deviation of the historic 
progress to socialism and the erosion of the democratic bases of 
struggle for socialism within the Western world itself, on the 
other. 


On the economic level, the imperialist offensive takes the 
shape of an increasingly pernicious process of penetration and 
domination of neo-colonialist mechanisms in the Third World, 
sometimes combined with state-capitalism or with so-called free 
enterprise policies, but constantly controlled and manoeuvred by 
the cancerously growing transnational corporations, maintaining 
and even increasing, in this fashion, the historic colonial plunder 
of the Third World through subjugation and linkage to the world 
capitalist market. 


On the other side of the same complex, and organically tied 
up with the above, the transnationals promote parasitical indus- 
tries in the Western metropolitan centres themselves, build up 
huge arsenals of weaponry, launch the so-called prestige projects 
such as space projects basically designed as a catalyst for arma- 
ments industries, construct huge aggressive military bases and 
move huge aggressive military forces and fleets and equipment, 
putting to waste precious energy and material much needed for 
development and progress. 


Through the ruthless pursuit of profits, the transnationals 
resort to irreparable rape of the environment; the ecological de- 
terioration now reaching levels dangerously threatening the sur- 
vival of human life itself, famines, droughts, systematic starva- 
tion, are now the common experience of the Third World peoples, 
as a result. 


Supplies of huge quantities of poor quality and often harm- 
ful consumption-products and commodities, artificially created by 
the transnationals, have now reached increasingly wider strata 
of consumers both in the Western metropolitan centres and the 
Third World countries. 
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The neo-colonial and imperialist powers take the course of 
jeopardising world detente, on the military level. Through spark- 
ing off so-called limited wars, by proxy, they perpetuate armed 
local conflicts and hot-beds of tension, replenish arsenals hoard- 
ed by racist and reactionary regimes, despatch so-called task 
forces, and rapid deployment intervention forces, reinforce ag- 
gressive military alliances and pacts, set up a vast net-work of 
military bases provided with highly sophisticated weaponry and 
global reconnaissance equipment and constantly develop thermo- 
nuclear weapons and other genocidal armaments. 


We should not fail to note the cultural elements concomit- 
tant with the predatory nature of the imperialist system, psycho- 
logical warefare and biased propaganda, powerfully diffused 
through highly effective mass media, glorify violence, aggression, 
depravation, and greed, and subtly vitiate human values and ci- 
vilised heritage. 


The point of this broad outline is to stress once again that 
the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Movement has the historic 
responsibility of recognising and acting against the same enemy 
both in the Third World and the capitalist metropolitan world, 
namely world imperialism, which rapidly takes new dimensions 
and gains an increasingly more subtle and more lethal danger in 
the post-colonial era, a fact that confirms the need to unite and 
intensify the common struggle of the peoples of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America on the one hand, and the socialist countries, the 
democratic, progressive forces and working class in the Western 
countries on the other. 


While it is certainly a fact that the strategic and historic al- 
liance between the contingents of this revolutionary process was 
at the basis of the victories scored by the Afro-Asian peoples 
during the era of struggle against traditional colonialism and at 
the beginning of the implementation of the neo-colonialist strate- 
gy of imperialism, it is equally certain that the consolidation of 
this military industrial monopoly complex, among its con- 
tingents has become today, more than even before, an 
Imperative historic need, not only for confronting the 
escalating dangers which threaten to undermine the gains realis- 
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ed in Africa, Asia and Latin America, but also to reinforce the 
struggle of the progressive and democratic movements within the 
Western world itself, and to safeguard the rear-base for the take 
off towards the historic tasks which remain to be achieved, the 
tasks of expanding, promoting and enriching democracy, socialist 
transformation and a new social order. 


In this revolutionary world process, and within the segments 
cf the revolutionary components of this world anti-imperialist 
front, the need is now more pressing than ever to pin-point and 
clearly distinguish the correct class-alliances in each concrete 
case, now that the national liberation struggle on the political 
plane between colonised peoples and colonial powers, has almost 
come to an end. Obviously the conditions of the socio-economic 
Struggle require a new alignment of class forces to achieve the 
tasks of development and social transformation. 


Particularly, in this context, and indeed at all times, the is- 
sue of democracy is of extreme pertinence, as clearly demonstrat- 
ed by historical evidence. The much needed socio-economic trans- 
formations which are the order of the day at present, in the 
Third World countries, cannot be effected unless the popular 
masses, the industrial, artisanal and intellectual workers, peas- 
ants and other strata of the population — which are subjected 
directly or indirectly to exploitation and which have direct or 
indirect interest in the socialist transformation — participate 
actively in bringing about this transformation. Recent experience 
has shown, especially in most Arab countries and some African 
countries, that social changes imposed by “elites” of whatever na- 
ture, under whatever slogans, pretexts or illusion and with what- 
ever good-will, inevitably lead to the pit-fall of bourgeois ex- 
ploitation and play into the hands of international imperialism, 
led by the U.S. military-industrial monopoly complex. 


The working masses themselves must conduct the necessary 
internal socio-economic changes, under their own emerging 
leaderships elected and forged in the fire of the struggle. Full 
political, professional, trade-union and intellectual democratic 
rights are a cardinal means to this end. Without the democratisa- 
tion of social and economic institutions it is not possible that na- 
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tional political freedom be translated into social justice, it is now 
clear that national independence and formal political freedom is 
not enough, what is indeed of paramount importance is the bet- 
terment c€ living conditions, the effecting of cardinal changes in 
favour of the masses : the anti-feudal agrarian reform, taxation 
reforms, trade-unions, insurance reforms etc ... 


These social reforms cannot be effected without the revolu- 
tionary struggle and fervour of the working masses under their 
own leaderships. 


Democracy, a necessary basis for development, is not merely 
political freedom enjoyed by the voters, the concept of democra- 
cy must necessarily imply the democratic rights of people’s in- 
stitutions set-up, organised, defended and led by the people them- 
selves. Through those institutions the peoples were able in re- 
cent history to achieve remarkable victories against colonialism, 
it is through democracy that the peoples can accomplish the new 
tasks of the post-colonial era. 


The United Nations today has been transformed, through its 
overwhelming majority represented by the unity and cooperation 
between the countries of the Third World and the socialist com- 
munity, into a valid arena for the struggle of the peoples. The 
National Liberation Movements are now much more interested in 
the U.N. and consider it as a battlefield indeed worthy of atten- 
tion. Mueh more emphasis should therefore be laid on our action 
in various areas of U.N. work, either through its organs, spe- 
cialised agencies, other autonomous organisations within its sys- 
tem, programmes, regional commissions, ad-hoc committees etc— 
or through the NGO’s which cooperate, help and advice the U.N. 
and its organs. 


We now have increasingly prominent positions in the NGOQ’s 
movement. We should and must take up our rightful task of act- 
ively dealing with issues of disarmament, racism, anti-Apartheid 
struggle, human rights, development, Women and Youth Affairs, 
etc., in the various fields of the NGOs activities so as to enhance 
the anti-imperialist character of the struggle in this particular 
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area in a way that responds with masses’ needs and interests 
within this particular context. 


Direct and constant and more responsible action should be 
taken in further promotion of our action with such international 
organisations as UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNDP, UNESCO, OAU, 
OPEC and so on, over and above our solid relations with the 
international democratic organisations. 


A yet more active and dynamic contribution on our part in 
the international field is now a primary task to be assumed by 
the AAPSO; it is mainly through this cannel that the AAPSO 
could mobilise wider political and socio-economic forces which are 
deeply involved with our strategy and tactics of struggle. 


Although certain forces in the NGO’s broad community still 
take a stand not in complete conformity with the progressive 
aims and ideals of the masses all over the world, yet we in the 
AAPSO must consolidate and expand our action within the fold 
of the NGO’s community, especially in fields of concern to the 
ECOSOC and in furtherance of the United Nations’ objectives of 
development, disarmament, anti-apartheid fight, against racism 
and racial discrimination, and in complete support to the Libera- 
tion Movements. 


We call the attention of the Council to the paper prepared, 
in this respect, by Dr. Mehdi Al Hafedh, Director of the Afro- 
Asian Center in Geneva; and hope that you shall benefit from it. 


The APPSOQ indisputably has gained a significant interna- 
tional dimension that must be elucidated and strengthened. The 
AAPSO which has never been limited to the regional aspect of 
{ts action in the more than two decades of its work, could in the 
recent period attract and mobilise considerable international in- 
terest in our problems. 


While we have paid much interest to Latin America, its prob- 
lems and struggle, we should now particularly further strengthen 
and consolidate this important aspect of our programme. 
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Latin America is involved with the same problems as Africa 
and Asia are faced with; the struggle for genuine national libera- 
tion, against dictatorship, against the transnationals plunder, for 
democracy, development, disarmament and world peace. Fascist, 
terrorist and reactionary forces mount an escalating offensive aid- 
ed and abetted by the US. military-industrial complex and world 
imperialism, against Latin America as well as against Asia and 
Africa. 


In Chile, the military junta has rigged up a so-called consti- 
tution as a legal facade for continuing a reign of terror and undis- 
guised fascism. The same continues in Uruguay, Brazil, Argentina, 
Guatemala and El-Salvador. Reaction and fascism in collusion 
with U.S. imperialism still drain the moral and material resources 
of the people and clamp a rule of suppression and plunder. In 
Puerto-Rico the people pursue their struggle against a colonial 
situation imposed on them since 1898. 


The A.A.P.S.O., inspired by the historic close relations and 
fraternal co-operation with Latin America must further promote 
these relations and find concrete channels for enhancing the inse- 


parable struggle jointly waged by the peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. 


At the present stage and alongside with the struggle for the 
New International Economic Order, the AAPSO has to pay a great 
deal of attention to the cause of the struggle against cultural-ideo- 
logical imperialism in the newly independent countries and to liqui- 
date the unequal status of these countries in the ideological sphere 
and in the mass communication media. 


The colossal Western monopolies fully control and dominate 
the mass media of information and communication in the develop- 
ing countries with the aim of obstructing the newly independent 
countries’ path towards socio-economic progress, keeping them 
within the World capitalist system and the implementation of a 
neo-colonialist policy in this respect. 


Under the pretext of ‘Freedom of Communication” raised high 
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by the U.S.A., reactionary circles have been opposing the newly- 
independent countries’ efforts to develop their independent news 
media. The efforts for the creation of a Non-aligned nations’ news- 
pool is of the greatest importance. The struggle for the NIEO is 
in fact closely connected with the struggle for a new international 
communication order. 


The developing countries have already taken some steps, with- 
in the framework of the United Nations, UNESCO, the Non-align- 
ed movement and other international organisations towards the 
restructurization of international relations in the sphere of mass 
communicatisn media with the aim of liberating these media from 
foreign control and the creation of national information channels 
and therefore they have started to establish their own regional 
and international information institutions. 


One of the main tasks of the AAPSO at present is to support 
the emerging nations’ struggle for the liquidation of the colonial 
vestiges in the spheres of information and culture. 


Concretely it is necessary for the AAPSO to develop the in- 
formation service undertaken by its Permanent Secretariat so as 
to keep the member and friendly organisations well informed and 
in time of its activities, statements and positions on various 
issues. 


It is noteworthy that the AAPSO Quarterly (Development 
and Socio-Economic Progress) has gone a good way towards 
achieving this goal and has been well received by a wide public, 
in as much as the Information Bulletin “SOLIDARITY” has done. 
It is now necessary that the AAPSO should resume publication 
of its theoretical organ to carry not only information but also 
analytical material and act as a new channel for the realisation 
of the AAPSO principles and aims. 


We should also study the possibility of creating other ef- 
fective means of our organisation in the sphere of press and in- 
formation. 


The tasks of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation 
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in the coming period could be summarized on the basis of the 
above. 


Apart from the historic tasks tackled by the solidarity 
movement, defined by its constitution and dictated by the con- 
ditions of its historic struggle, particularly the drive for the 
achievement of the inevitable victory of the genuine liberation 
movements in the Southern part of Africa, (ANC of South Africa 
and SWAPO of Namibia); the intensification of struggle against 
imperialism, colonialism in all its forms, racism and Zionism; the 
unification of patriotic and progressive forces in Africa and Asia, 
the contribution to the consolidation and development of the 
world national liberation movement; the present international 
situation and its future perspectives define and elucidate our 
tasks: 


First : The consolidation and the deepening of solidarity 
among the various forces of the world revolutionary process; the 
world national liberation movement, the socialist countries, par- 
ticularly the Soviet Union, and the democratic movement. in the 
capitalist world, particularly the working class. In actual fact, 
the solidarity movement is the concrete embodiment of coopera- 
tion among these forces and is historically qualified to play an 
internationally effective role in this process. 


Second : Consolidation of the recent victories scored by the 
patriotic and progressive forces in Africa and Asia, and working 
for the foiling of the subversive activities of imperialism in the 
political, economic, military, ideological and cultural fields and 
for the defeat of its neo-colonialist strategy, especially in regard 
to the radical socialist-oriented countries, in Africa and Asia. 


In Asia it is our task, apart from the excellent relations we 
have with the socialist countries and solidarity committees in 
Vietnam, Kampuchea, Laos, Afghanistan, India, Sri-Lanka, Korea 
and so on, to improve our ties with the political progressive and 
popular forces in Philippines and Thailand and make a break 
through in Indonesia and Malaysia. 


Our historic commitments and solid ties with countries such 
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as Angola, Benin, the Congo, Guinea, Ethiopia, Mali, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Zambia and others, should be further developed, 
broadened and consolidated, each in accordance with the concrete 
requirements of every case. Our relations with progressive po- 
pular forces in Kenya and the Chana Cha Mabinduzi Party of 
Tanzania, must be revitalized and consolidated. 


AAPSO had over the course of years undertaken its duty in 
the Arab part of the world and paid due attention and contribut- 
ed to the struggle of its peoples. We have now achieved very 
solid relations with all the progressive and revolutionary popular 
forces and regimes of the region. This is a task that must con- 
tinue to be accomplished with the same vigilance and dedication. 


Third : Consolidation and development of the social orienta- 


tion of the world national liberation movement and the newly in- 
dependent countries in Africa and Asia, supporting them in the 
course of socio-economic processes to the interest of the broad 
popular masses; making use of the experience of the socialist 
countries as well as that of other countries which have proceeded 
on a socialist oriented path of development; strengthening and 
extension of relations between the developing and socialist coun- 
tries, proceeding on the basis of national traditions and values 
while giving due consideration to the social conditions and cul- 
tural characteristics of Afro-Asian nations. 


Fourth : Consolidation of the international dimension of the 
AAPSO, acting for the extension of the representation of Afro- 
Asian countries and for rendering more effective the interna- 
tional activities of the AAPSO, in the international arena, on the 
popular level, through cooperation with international non-govern- 
mental organisations; the democratic international organisations 
such as the FPC, the WIDF, the WFDY, the I.U.S., the WFTU, 
the IADL, the IOJ, the OSPAAL and others; the consolidation of 
solidarity and joint actions with the progressive and democratic 
political parties and the anti-racist, anti-apartheid, anti-Zionist 
movements in European and Western countries as well as with 
the democratic and progressive international and regional, Afri- 
can, Asian and Latin American organisations; on the inter-govern- 
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mental level through participation, follow-up, consultation, advice 
and exchange of experience with the United Nations, its systems 
and specialized agencies, the UNCTAD, the UNIDO, the UNDP, 
the UNESCO, and others; the O.A.U., its Liberation Committee 
and the other African organisations affiliated to it, the League of 
Arab States, its agencies and organisations, and the regional go- 
vernmental organisations in Asia; and the consolidation of the 
activity of the AAPSO European Centre, in Geneva, and the 
AAPSO Tnternational Information and Development Centre in 
Nicosia. 


Fifth : Increasingly taking up the issues of world peace, dis- 
armament, and detente, for halting the production and develop- 
ment of new nuclear weapons such as the neutron bomb and other 
weapons of mass destruction, through co-operation with inter- 
national and national organisations and movements in the West- 
ern world and by all other means. 


Sixth : The deepening and promotion of the anti-imperialist 
content of the Non-alignment movement, and contribution to its 
development as it constitutes the contemporary development of 
the great principles of Bandung, including the principle of non- 
interference by foreign powers in the internal affairs of independ- 
ent countries, principles which remain valid and effective, em- 
bodying as they are the aspirations and objectives of Afro-Asian 
peoples to which AAPSO adheres and was actually established to 
serve. Our historic ties with Latin American countries must be 
the object of concrete actions; forms of further closer coopera- 
tion on both political and organisational levels must be imme- 
diately devised and enacted. 


Seventh : The introduction of necessary organisational 
measures in the structure of the AAPSO, dictated by the present 
international situation, the struggle led by the newly independent 
countries in Africa and Asia and the international dimension 
gained by the AAPSO. 
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MESSAGES OF SUPPORT 


H.S. Mr. TODOR ZIVKOV 


President of the State Council of the People’s: Republic 
of Bulgaria, First Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Bulgarian Communist Party: 
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Honorable Mr. Chairman, 
Honorable Delegates, 


I am happy on behalf of the Bulgarian people, the Central 
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party and on my own 
name to greet the participants at the 13th Session of the Council 
of AAPSO which is convening in the capital of the P.D.R. of 
Yemen. 


The Sessions of AAPSO have always drawn the attention of 
the Bulgarian public, as Forums at which have been discussed 
the problems of vital interest of our contemporary time and have 
always been favourable to the cause of strengthening the soli-. 
darity with the peoples’ of Asia, Africa and Latin America who: 
are struggling against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, 
for gaining their national and social liberation. 


The 13th Session of AAPSO is convening in Aden in a mo- 
ment when the world imperialism, and first of all the American, 
is attempting to foil the detente of the international situation 
achieved by so many efforts and aims at moving back the world 
into the days of cold war. 


The forces of the imperialism and reaction with the support 
of the Chinese hegemonists increase the tension in wide regions 
of the planet in their efforts to stop the objective course of the 
History and to strangle the struggle of the Peoples of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America for freedom, independence and social 
progress, also wide territories were claimed as spheres of vital 
interest and new military bases and rapid deployment forces are 
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created and the militants for national liberation were brutally ac- 
cused as international terrorism. 


We are decisively opposing this dangerous policy to the peace 
and the freedom of the Peoples. In the nuclear weapon epoch 
there is no reasonable alternative for the peaceful co-existence, 
that is why the Bulgarian people is supporting most decisively 
the all-round propositions which are aiming at strengthening the 
peace and the security of the Peoples, which made Leonid Brejnev 
from the Rostrum of the 26th Congress of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party. 


The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is faithful to his interna- 
tional duties and shall continue to render further support for the 
just and legitimate struggle waged by the Peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 


Allow me to express my conviction that the decisions of the 
current session of AAPSO will carry significant support for con- 
solidating the progressive and democratic forces in their struggle 
against the imperialism, colonialism, racism and apartheid, for 
peace and social progress in the World. 
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COLONEL DENIS SASSOU — NGUESSU 


President of the Central Committee of the Workers Party 
of Congo, President of the Republic, Head of State, 
President of the Council of Ministers 
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The holding of AAPSO’s 13th Presidium Council avails me 
of good opportunity to address participants to this important 
meeting in the name of the People of Congo, its Party and its 
Government as well as in my name my heartiest and warmest 
congratulations. The People of Congo highly appreciates the re- 
lentless concern which the AAPSO gives to the problems of our 
planet. The Aden meeting should provide for a deep reflection of 
AAPSO’s global strategy in view of counteracting the imperialist 
schemes in the World. As regards the main issues the Council 
which meets at particularly perturbed international conjunc- 
ture should give full concern to the problem of consolidating the 
independence and development of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. The People of Congo, on his part, remains faith- 
ful to the ideals of peace and to its traditional struggle for the 
liberation of the peoples, still under the yoke of colonialism, and 
extends its unconditional support to the movements of liberation. 
‘We are also convened that only international peace and detente 
would contribute to the full flourishing of peoples of the World. 
It is by tightening the ranks and unifying them that we will 
manage to stamp out imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, 
‘apartheid, Zionism and racism to establish peace and justice. 


MENGISTU HAILE-MARIAM 


Chairman of the PMAC and of the COPWE 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Socialist Ethiopia 


The Chairman of the 13th Session 
of the Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ 
Solidarity Organization. 


On the occasion of the 13th Session of the Council of the 
Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization, it gives me great. 
pleasure to send my warmest greetings and to express our mili- 
tant solidarity and fervent wish for the success of your delibera- 
tions. We feel that the session is convened at a crucial time when 
an unremitting effort and militant solidarity of progressive and 
democratic forces of the world is required more than ever. The 
arms race continues. Frantic attempts are made to reverse the 
hardly-won gains of detente and to sabotage disarmament nego- 
tiations. Conflict-ridden and tension- packed areas are deliberate- 
ly created and maintained. Aggressive military bases are expand- 
ed and reinforced. New military pacts are concluded and old al-. 
liances revived. The forces of confrontation and bellicosity are 
thus raising their heads to drag back the world into the gloomy 
atmosphere of the cold war era. 


It is, therefore, our ardent hope that this conference will 
give fresh impetus for the effective mobilization and consolida- 
tion of progressive and democratic forces to combat this danger- 
ous course of events. 


The Ethiopian people cherish highly the deals of peace, free- 
dom, independence and progress that will lie at the heart of your 
discussions. Reiterating our unswerving solidarity in the common 
struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism, imperialism, racism, 
apartheid and Zionism, I wish your conference complete success. 
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E. HONECKER 


‘Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
(SED) Secretary General 
Council ef State of the German Democratic Republic 
Chairman 
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13th Council Session of the Organisation 
of Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity (AAPSO) 
Aden. 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (SED) and the Council of State of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic I would like to extend to the 13th Coun- 
cil Session of the Organisation of Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity 
cordial greetings and best wishes for successful meetings. 


Recalling the anti-imperialist activities achieved since the 
12th Council Session in Moscow AAPSO may be proud of the re- 
sults gained so far. 


The working people of the GDR. welcomes the great succes- 
ses scored by the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America bas- 
ed on the ever closer cooperation of the forces of socialism, the 
international working-class movement and the national liberation 
movement in the struggle for national independence and social 
progress. 


Faced with the aggravation of the international situation 
initiated by the imperialist policy of confrontation the work of 
AAPSO for solidarity, peace and progress is getting ever special 
importance. 


Our common goals are the uniform activities, based on fun- 
damental anti-imperialist principles, against the aggressive, im- 
perialist policy which is directed against the national interests 
of the peoples. 


The German Democratic Republic has always been sided all 
fighters for political independence and social progress, for ensur- 
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ing the national rights of the peoples, against aggression and op- 
pression by imperialist, colonialist and racist circles and will also 
in the future exercise active solidarity to them. 


I am convinced that the 13th Council Session will contribute 
to the strengthening of the alliance of the socialist countries, all 
democratic and anti-imperialist forces and the national liberation 
movements and to the further consolidation of the Organisation 
of Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity. 
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HONG SAMRIN 


President of the Popular Revolutionary Council and of 
the Front of National Union for the salvation of Kampuchea. 
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His Excellency, Abdel Rahman El Sharkawi, AAPSO’s Sec- 
retary General. AAPSO’s 13th Council Session avails me of the 
opportunity to address in the name of the people of Kampuchea, 
of the Front of National Union for the salvation of Kampuchea 
and of the Popular Revolutionary Council my hearty greetings 
and my sincere wishes for a dazzling success to the works of 
the Council. I am fully convinced that the Council’s present Ses- 
sion will reinforce the constructive and fruitful role that AAPSO 
contributes to the struggle of the peoples for national independ- 
ence, peace, democracy and social progress. This Council session 
will give a new impetus to the struggle in view of reinforcing 
world peace and security against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, Zionism and racism for the setting up of a New In- 
ternational Economic Order and for a general and total disarma- 
ment. I am sure that the respect of democratic liberty, of human 
rights as well as the mobilisation of popular masses around the 
noble objectives and ideals of AAPSO will be among the principal 
guarantees of success in the anti-imperialist struggle. May I sin- 
cerely thank the AAPSO for its just support to the struggle of 
the Kampuchean People against the expansionists of Peking in 
collusion with imperialists and other international reactionaries 
for the preservation of its independence and national sovereignty. 
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PRESIDENT SOUPHANOUVONG 


President of the Central Committee of the 
National Edification Front of Laos; 
President of the Popular Democratic Republic of Laos, 
President of the Supreme Popular Assembly. 
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His Excellency, 
President of AAPSO’s 13th Council Session. 


I avail myself of the occasion of the holding of AAPSO’s 
13th Council Session in Aden, the beautiful and hospitable Capital 
of PDRY, to have the honour and pleasure, in the name of the 
People of Laos, of the government of the Popular Democratic 
Republic of Laos as well as in my own name to address to your 
Excellency, to all delegates and participants to this historical 
meeting our deepest expressions of militant solidarity as well as 
our warmest brotherly greetings. 


Your present Session ms a historical significance and im- 
portance as it constitutes a new stage of victories for the peoples 
of Asia and Africa; it is held at a time when the international 
situation, in spite of its complexity, is developing in favour of 
the forces struggling for peace, democracy and socialism. This 
is the reason why, I am fully convinced that this important con- 
ference will inevitably contribute an even greater success for the 
struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and 
other regions of the World against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism, apartheid, expansionist forces and interna- 
tional reaction for peace, national independence, democracy and 
social progress. 


T avail myself of this occasion to wish to your meeting a 
dazzling sucess. 


Our highest considerations. 
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PRESIDENT MUAMMAR EL KHADDAFT 
Leader of the revolution of lst September 
(Libya) 


Brother Secretary General of AAPSO 


On the occasion of the convening of the AAPSO Council in 
Aden, I greet all the participants and wish them success in their 
efforts to consolidate the independence of the Peoples of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, to support the liberation movements in. 
the World and to reinforce the unity of all the forces struggling 
against imperialism, Zionism, reaction and racism. 


I have also the pleasure to express great appreciation for the 
role of AAPSO in the struggle for the achievement of these noble 
aims 


Highest consideration. 
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DIDIER RATSIRAKA 
President of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar 


The convocation of AAPSO Council in Aden gives us the op- 
portunity to reaffirm our unfailing support to the Third World 
struggle for the consolidation of its independence and its devel- 
opment. We support, as well, the noble objectives of the AAPSO 
Council aiming at re-establishment of peace and helping all na- 
tional liberation movements against imperialism and racism. We 
wish every success for AAPSO Council’s work. 
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YU TSEDENBAL 


President of the Presidium of the Great Peoples’ Khural 
of the Mongolian People’s Republic 
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To the Participants of the 

Thirteenth Council Session of 

the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization 
Aden. 


May I extend warm greetings to the participants of the 13th 
Council Session of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organi- 
zation. 


Your regular Conference tahes place at a time when the Na- 
tional Liberation Movement of the two continents has scored 
wonderful achievements. The countries of Asia and Africa have 
achieved great success in the strengthening of national, political 
and economic independence, and the countries who choose the 
road of social progress, have grown in number. At present the 
liberated countries are making ever-increasing contribution to 
the solution of basic problems of today. 


The struggle has been increased against anti-Arab separate 
conspiracy and for the establishment of a just and durable peace 
in the Middle East. The Movement of Patriotic and Liberation 
Forces in the Southern part of Africa is now at a decisive stage 
against the last strongholds of racism and apartheid. 


The Mongolian people highly appreciates the fact that in re- 
cent years the Movement for Afro-Asian Solidarity has greatly 
increased in its magnitude under the influence of positive chan- 
ges in the International atmosphere and its close and the militant 
alliance and all-round cooperation witth the socialist countries 
and the progressive forces throughout the world have further 
consolidated. It is heartening to note that the Afro-Asian Peoples’ 
Solidarity Organization make an active contribution to the streng- 
thening of the world-wide anti-imperialist Peoples’ Front. 
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Under the present circumstances when the policy of impe- 
rialist and reactionary forces has led to a considerable increase 
in international tension and they count upon the split and weak- 
ening of unity of the anti-imperialist forces. The best interests of 
the people call for the high solidarity, vigilance and determina- 
tion of all the participants of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Move- 
ment in the struggle against aggressive designs of imperialism 
and neo-colonialism. 


I express my firm conviction that the AAPSO will render 
through its fruitful work an active assistance in the lofty object- 
ives to further intensify the peoples struggle for peace, freedom 


and independence, and for democracy and social progress. 


I wish your Conference success. 
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NICOLAE CEAUSESCU 


President of the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of Romania 
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On the 18th Session of the Council of the Organization of 
Solidarity with the Afro-Asian Peoples, I am greatly pleased to 
extend cordial greetings and best wishes on behalf of the Ro- 
manian people and on my own behalf to the participants in this 
important international meeting and through you, to the peoples 
of the countries whose representatives you are. 


Your Session is held at a time when international situation 
is extremely complex and grave. There have appeared in the 
world new conflicts and tensions jeopardizing to an ever greater 
extent the peace and security of all nations. At the same time 
there is an ever stronger assertion of people’s determination to 
put an end to the old imperialist policy of domination and op- 
pression, of force and diktat, to develop freely and independently, 
in a climate of equality, cooperation and peace. Under these cir- 
cumstances Romania is of the opinion that there are necessary 
more than ever the unity and close coaqperation of all peoples 
and progressive forces everywhere in order to stop the worsening 
of international situation, for the settlement of all issues among 
states solely by peaceful means, through negotiations, for the 
strict observance of every people’s sacred right to freedom, in- 
dependence and sovereignty, for free development, without any 
outside interference. 


While taking an active part in international life in the settle- 
ment of the great issues confronting mankind, Romania has been 
granting steady support to the Afro-Asian countries and peoples 
in the struggle for their free and independent assertion, for the 
abolition of imperialist, colonialist and neo-colonialist policies of 
racial discrimination and apartheid, backing their endeavours for 
the consolidation of their independence and sovereignty, for the 
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liquidation of the remnants of the long colonial domination and 
for their unhindered advancement along the path of economic 
and social progress. 


We note with satisfaction that between Romania and the 
Afro-Asian countries there are being developed lasting relations 
of solidarity and cooperation underlain by the principles of fully 
equal rights, observance of national independence and sovereign- 
ty, non-interference in internal affairs and mutual esteem, non- 
resorting to force and to threat of force. Our countries also col- 
laborate fruitfully with one another at the United Nations and 
in other international bodies, within the “Group of 77’, the non- 
aligned movement, for a policy of international cooperation and 
understanding, of detente, independence and peace. We estimate 
that it is imperative to intensify efforts by all states for the 
establishment of the new International Economic Order, of new, 
really democratic and fair interstate relations that should be con- 
ducive to the speeding up of the economic and social progress of 
all peoples and primarily of the less developed ones, to the secur- 
ing of every nation’s wide and unhampered access to the achieve- 
ments of contemporary science and technology. 


Being confident that the present meeting of the AAPSO 
Council will make a fresh and significant contribution to the 
strengthening of solidarity and unity among the peoples in Asia 
and Africa, as well as throughout the world, in the struggle for 
the cause of freedom and national independence, of social prog- 


ress and peace, I wish every success to the proceedings of your 
session. 
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L. I. BREZHNEV 


The Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Council 
of the USSR and General Secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee 


I warmly greet the participants of the 13th Session of the 
Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation who 
have assembled in the capital of Democratic Yemen to discuss 
the current problems of the national liberation struggle and de- 
fence of peace and the security of the peoples. 


The Soviet people note with profound satisfaction the out- 
standing victories won by the national liberation movement in the 
seventies. The liquidation of colonial empires has been actually 
‘completed and the newly free countries have markedly strength- 
ened their independence. 


These successes were achieved in hard-fought struggle. Im- 
perialism is prepared to do anything to suppress the freedom- 
loving aspirations of the peoples. It strives as before to control 
the destinies of the countries of Asia and Africa and to exploit 
their natural resources. The imperialists declare whole regions of 
Asia and Africa to be “a sphere of their vital interests”. They 
establish there a large network of military bases, concentrate 
there troops and fleets equipped with most deadly weapons, pat- 
ronize racist and dictatorial regimes and create seats of conflicts. 
Widely using terror and violence against the fighting peoples, the 
imperialists slander the national liberation movement by putting 
on it the label of “international terrorism”. 


Your Session is meeting in a complicated international situa- 
tion. The policy of the most aggressive circles of imperialism has 
led up to a considerable growth of tension and an increased war 
danger. Therefore, there is no problem today more important for 
all the peoples of this planet than that of upholding peace and 
barring the way of the arms race. An earnest appeal urging the 
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peoples to step up their struggle against the military plans of im- 
perialism came recently from the 26th Congress of the CPSU. In 
face of machinations by the forces of imperialism, aggression and 
national oppression, the Congress put forward a concrete pro- 
gramme for strengthening peace and consolidating detente, in- 
cluding measures to remove seats of tension and military con- 
flicts, specifically in Asia and Africa. 


The Congress reaffirmed our Party’s invariable policy of de- 
veloping the Soviet Union’s cooperation with the newly free coun- 
tries and strengthening the alliance with the national liberation 
movement. It is only by the joint efforts of all the peace-loving 
progressive forces of the earth that it is possible to achieve a 
solution of basic international problems including such problems 
as those of a just settlement in the Middle East, ensuring se- 
curity in the Persian Gulf area, turning the Indian Ocean into a 
peace zone, eliminating the last seats of colonialism and racialism 
and restructuring international economic relations on the basis: 
of equality. 


I wish your Session successful and fruitful work in the name 


of the noble aims set by the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Orga- 
nisation before itself. 
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Mr. MANUEL PINTO DA COSTA 


President of MLSTP and the Democratic Republic 
of Sao Tome and Principe 
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H.E. Abdel Rahman El Sherkawi, 
Secretary General AAPSO, Aden, Yemen. 


On the occasion of the meeting of the Council of the Afro- 
Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization, on behalf of MLSTP and 
on my own behalf, I have the honour to express our support to 
the Council during its proceedings. The AAPSO has been playing 
a significant role in the struggle waged by the oppressed people 
of Africa, Asia and Latin America against colonialism, neo-colon- 
ialism, apartheid and Zionism. No doubt that the Aden meeting 
will be an important landmark in the struggle of these people to 
consolidate their independence development and promote world 
peace. Highest consideration. 
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H.E. Mr. PHAM VAN DONG 


Prime Minister of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam 
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On the occasion of the 13th Meeting of the AAPSO’s Coun-- 
cil held in Aden, on behalf of the Vietnamese people, the Gov- 
ernment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and in my own 
name, I would like to convey to the delegates to this meeting my 
warmest greetings. 


Since its foundation, the AAPSO, remaining incessantly 
active, has put forward many valuable initiatives, thus making an 
important contribution to the consolidation of solidarity, promo- 
tion of the struggle and the victories of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ 
in their struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, big-nation — expansionism and hegemonism, racism, Zionism 
and apartheid for achieving national independence and defending: 
their sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


Driven into a losing and weakening position as at present, 
US - led imperialists acting in collusion with the reactionaries in 
Peking ruling circles and other reactionary forces are trying by’ 
all means to sabotage revolutionary movements in all parts of 
the world, particularly in Southeast Asia, Southwest Asia and in 
Southern Africa in an attempt to keep on their domination. Held 
in such context, this 13th meeting of the AAPSO’s Council is of 
special significance to the struggle of the Afro-Asian and Latin 
American Peoples. 


It’s our convinction that the Meeting will give a strong im-. 
petus to and strengthen the militant solidarity in the indomitable 
and certainly victorious struggle of the Afro-Asian Peoples in a 
new stage, particularly the struggle for promoting detente, de- 
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fending peace, national independence and establishing a new in- 
ternational economic order. 


Please accept, delegates, my best whishes for the brilliant 
success of the Meeting, and assurance of my high consideration. 
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Mr. KENNETH DAVID KAUNDA 
President of the Republic of Zambia 


The Secretary General, 
Mr. Abdel Rahman Sharkawi 


Allow me on this auspicious occasion of the 13th Council of 
the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization to send on be- 
half of the Party, Government and the People of Zambia and in- 
deed on my own behalf, fraternal greetings to the 13th Council 
of the AAPSO and its secretariat. 


It gives me much pleasure to extend to you warm felicita- 
tions and fervent encouragement to the Permanent Secretariat, 
and the 13th Council in order for the whole progressive mankind 
to continue being guided by your revolutionary commitment to 
the cause of the struggling masses of the world. UNIP, and the 
Government of the Republic of Zambia have been associated 
with your Organization ever since the attainment of independ- 
ence as a member country. 


Before the attainment of independence, UNIP was greatly 
assisted by the Organization when it spearheaded the liberation 
struggle of the oppressed people of the then Northern Rhodesia. 


The Organization assisted materially and inspired us to over- 
come great odds. In the main it remained a shining example of 
the people’s solidarity against oppressive social systems that 
had throughout human history remained santithetic to man’s 
quest for genuine freedom. ard: liberation. 


We are, comrade president, highly proud to continue to be 
associated with you, sixteen years after independence. 


The numerous solidarity conferences and meetings of mem- 
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ber nations of AAPSO, throughout the last three decades and 
continuing into and the turn of this century, have borne results. 
that have permeated the souls of many struggling and liberated 
nations, bringing hope and light to the future of mankind. 


On the convocation of the 13th Council, I would like — on 
behalf of the Party and the people of Zambia — to wish you hard 
work in deliberating on some of the most vexing issues that con- 
tinue to exercise the minds of the progressive nations and orga- 
nizations. 


The world at present witnesses the continuing conflict be- 
tween sister Moslem countries of Iran and Iraq during a period 
when solidarity of the developing nations against the force of in- 
ternational monopoly capital poses a primary task. 


The peoples of Palestine, the Arab Peninsula and the Gulf 
area, continue to struggle amidst many imperialist machinations 
for genuine freedom, peace, justice and fairplay. 


Furthermore, Zionism continues to consolidate its alliance 
with imperialism in the exploitation of resources and denial of 
genuine human liberties in the Arab territory. The world impe- 
rialist powers continue to prepare for an offensive to control the 
oil resources and transportation routes of the Gulf region in 
pursuance of the so-called free communist zone. 


In the Indian Ocean, we still see peace being threatened by 
Super power rivalry while in the Far East Asia, problems histo- 
rically bequeathed and perpetuated in our time by imperialism 
persistance. Peace in Europe is not yet guaranteed as attempts to 
bring about genuine international peace treaties to safeguard the 
sovereignty of the peoples of Europe and the world remains 
thwarted by imperialist machinations and vacilation. 


In Southern Africa the Peoples of Namibia and of South 
Africa remain under the pangs of international capitalist ex- 
ploitation and racist exploitation, with the chances of peace being 
washed away by the unreasoned sanctions of those with vested 
interests in this part of Africa. 
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In Latin America, peace and stability continue to be subert- 
ed and the governmental stability precariously hangs on the 
whims of international capitalism. 


All these issues have continued to exercise our minds with 
the only consolation that the historical inevitability of human 
progress through struggle, therefore, is giving hope to mankind. 


The progressive peoples of the world must surmount these 
difficulties through strategy and tactics for superior to those of 
imperialism and above all through unity. 


Time is on our side. Neither the apparent technical strength 
of imperialism shall succeed forever where the force of right his- 
torically overwhelmed the force of might. I still cherish the mo- 
ment when I had the opportunity to address the AAPSO Inter- 
national Conference in Support of the Liberation Movements in 
Southern Africa and in Solidarity with Frontline States in April, 
1979. If you recall, Rhodesia racist regimes had just bombed us 
‘when I stood up to make my address. History, however, proved 
us right, that might was washed away by the current of freedom. 
‘Your Organization had then predicted the birth of Zimbabwe, a 
development you helped engineer. 


Your Organization and the 13th Council must emerge victo- 
rious, unified and every resolutely committed to the final birth 


of a genuine international common brotherhood of man. 


I wish you all God’s blessings... 
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SIAKA STEVENS 


President of State House — Freetown 
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Send greetings and good wishes to you and trust that the 
meetings which you are now concluding will help the cause of 
World peace. 
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WORKING PAPERS 


ae ee WORKING PAPER 


ON YNTERNATIONAL DETENTE 
AND DiSARMAMENT 


presented by the Soviet Committee 
for Afro-Asian Solidarity 


—__~s 


In the late seventies and early eighties the international si- 
tuation has seriously worsened. The arms race has been intensi- 
fied. A delay in the ratification of the strategic arms limitation 
treaty (SALT-2) through the fault of Washington and a stale- 
mate in negotiations on many other important aspects of curbing 
the arms race have produced a highly negative effect on US.- 
Soviet relations in particular and the international situation in 
general. The Israeli-Egyptian collusion inspired by the Carter 
Administration has exacerbated the many-year-long crisis in the 
Middle East, while Peking’s aggression has sharply aggravated 
the situation in South-East Asia. A new and dangerous crisis has 
arisen in the Persian Gulf area, largely due to the U.S.A.’s ag- 
gressive actions against Iran. 


Interference by the external counterrevolutionary forces has 
led to the deterioration of the situation around Afghanistan. 


Detente has been seriously damaged. Trying to justify their 
actions aimed at undermining detente, the imperialist and hege- 
monistic forces have launched in unprecedented anti-Soviet cam- 
paign. They are striving to accuse the U.S.S.R. of being the “‘ini- 
tiator and culprit” of the intensified arms drive. They grossly dis- 
tort the meaning of Soviet aid to Afghanistan, granted at the re- 
quest of the latter’s government and try to present this aid as 
a “threat to international security.” But the real threat to peace 
Wes not in this, but in the actions of the imperialist forces, pri- 
marily the U.S.A., which has assumed the role of the world’s po- 
‘feceman. The real cause of the new round of the arms race also 
“fag not in this, but in the resolutions which the leaders of the 
‘TS.A. and other NATO countries had passed long before the 
Afghan events took place. 
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It is well known that way back in May, 1978 the Washington 
NATO Council session approved an additional long-term program- 
me of arms build-up, which provided for a stable three percent in- 
crease in the real military expenditures of the bloc’s countries. 


The NATO Council session held in Brussels in 1979 passed 
a decision on the production and deployment of new American 
medium-range nuclear missiles in the countries of Western Ku- 
rope. There are plants to deploy about 600 Tomahawk Cruise mis- 
siles and Pershing-2 ballistic missiles on the territory of West 
Germany, Britain and some other Western European countries. 


Naturally enough, this may upset the established parity in 
the field of armaments. 


In December 1979 U.S. President Jimmy Carter announced 
a five-year programme of further intensifying the military effort 
which provides for more than a four per cent increase in the 
annual military spending in real terms. 


Today the U.S.A.’s military spending amounts to an enor- 
mous sum of over 200 thousand million dollars a year. It is en- 
visaged to expand and qualitatively improve the arsenal of stra- 
tegic armaments by creating, in particular, a new mobile system 
of MX intercontinental ballistic missiles, a system of Trident sub- 
marines etc. 


The entire experience of post-war developments shows that 
every new round of the arms drive was much more costlier than 
the previous ones. Nevertheless, this did not help to promote in- 
ternational security. 


Just on the contrary, now that the speed of response of 
the modern strategic arms has grown immeasurably, the leaders 
of the countries which possess them have less and less time left 
for thought, which sharply increases the risk of technical errors 
that may prove tragic. 


Today it is more important than ever before to check a new 
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upward turn in the arms race. This is necessary first of all to re- 
liably prevent a nuclear-missile world war, and also to solve such 
global problems as food supply, the development of essentially 
new sources of energy, large-scale use of the World’s Oceans and 
extensive space exploration, elimination of the gap in the econo- 
mic development levels of different areas and countries, preser- 
vation of the environment etc. 


As far as the Soviet Union, other countries of the socialist 
community are concerned, they have been coming out for bridling 
the arms race, reducing military confrontation, for disarmament. 


New important political initiatives of the USSR, advanced at 
the 26th CPSU Congress have great importance for consolidation 
of peace and detente. 


The Soviet Union declared its readiness to extend confidence- 
building measures in the military field all over the European part 
of the USSR if appropriate extension of confidence-building 
measures is undertaken by Western states, as well as to start con- 
crete negotiations on such measures in the Far East of the USSR. 
The USSR is prepared to discuss questions connected with Afgha- 
nistan being discussed together with the questions of Persian 
Gulf security; to continue negotiations with the USA’ on limita- 
tion of strategic arms and their reduction, to come to terms on 
limiting the deployment of the new submarines, on banning mo- 
dernization of existing and development of new ballistic missiles 
for these submarines. 


The USSR has suggested that a moratorium should be set 
on the deployment in Europe of new nuclear-missile weapons and 
other measures to prevent nuclear war and improve international 
situation. 


A part of public opinion in the developing countries believes 
that the arms build-up is a problem which chiefly concerns the 
industrialized nations. This view is a strong delusion. The arms 
race which today eats up 500 thousand million dollars a year is 
baneful for all members of the international community, including 
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the developing nations. All countries suffer from the arms race 
— it strongly affects even those who have not yet joined in the 
process of arms stockpiling, to say nothing of those who ure 
taking part in it. 


The arms race undermines the security of all peace-loving 
nations, including Asian and African peoples. It perpetrates the 
developing countries’ backwardness and deprives them of an op- 
portunity to tackle the pressing problems of their economic and 
social development. 


The arms race has become imperialism’s “total” means 
in its struggle against progressive trends in world development. 
It is conducive to the existence and growth of the most reaction- 
ary phenomena in the economies and policies of the imperialist 
powers. The arms race provides the bellicose aggressive quarters 
of the ruling classes in the imperialist powers with the means of 
violence, whips up suspicion and mistrust among states, prevents 
the process of establishing the principles of peaceful coexistence 
among nations and international detente, and threatens the world 
with a global thermo-nuclear holocaust. The arms race leads to 
the solution of international problems from the positions of 
strength. A similar approach demands that the “security” borders 
be drawn far beyond the national frontiers, and necessitates the 
creation of military facilities and zones of influence, as well as 
the setting up of military-political and other alliances with the 
participation of different states. 


The arms race imposed by imperialism on the developing na- 
tions hinders the latter’s economic progress. By raising demand 
for certain types of raw materials and fuel, military preparations 
stimulate their production in the developing countries. This con- 
tributes to the preservation of a lop-sided structure of their eco- 
nomies and leads to the premature depletion of their natural and 
raw material resources which are not limitless. The arms race and 
international tensions associated with it hinder a free exchange 
of commodities and technologies among nations. In the interests 
of “security” capitalist countries limit their exports of modern 
technology and equipment, which the developing world needs so 
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much. The granting of credits and aid is also dominated by stra- 
tegic considerations. The requirements of nations which do not 
have so-called strategic advantages (like strategic raw materials, 
outlet to seas etc. which the least economically developed coun- 
tries usually do not have) are being simply ignored. 


Those countries which have already been involved in military 
preparations suffer from the arms race even to a greater extent. 
Nowadays the developing countries spend about 100 thousand 
million dollars a year for military purposes. This sum suffices to 
increase the rates of their economic development by 50 per cent 
(i.e. to bring them up to 4.6-6.1 per cent a year from the cur- 
rent level of 3-4 per cent). 


The sphere of military technology whose technical level by 
far exceeds that of civilian industries, attracts the most qualified 
technical personnel, which is also scarce. 


The imperialists are using the arms race for plundering the 
developing nations by selling them expensive military equipment 
and technology, helping them to service the latter and by orga- 
nizing the manufacture of armaments. The imperialists are using 
the sales of arms and organization of military production to make 
the developing nations dependent on them and to interfere in their 
domestic affairs. In today’s conditions the arms race carried out 
by the imperialist states is a means of neocolonialism. Therefore, 
the imperialists are very much interested in involving ever new 
states in arms stockpiling. To achieve this aim they are drawing 
new countries in the system of their defences and are provoking 
and fanning up border and other conflicts between neighbouring 
states. By escalating their direct and indirect military presence in 
the zones of the national-liberation movement, the imperialists 
create a threat to the freedom and independence of the young 
states, thereby compelling peace-loving nations to enhance their 
defense capability as well. The logic of the arms drive which the 
imperialists have imposed on mankind consits in that it involves 
an increasing number of countries and peoples in the forced pro- 
cess of arms stockpiling. The national interests of the newly-free 
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nations are incompatible with the arms race which the imperial- 
ists can afford. Neither is it compatible with the interests of the 
broadest public circles in the advanced capitalist states. This coin- 
cidence of interests forms a reliable basis for the unity of alli 
peace-loving forces, whose alliance and cooperation can curb mi-- 
litarism, end the arms race and achieve universal and ccmplete: 
disarmament. 


In present-day conditions the problems of disarmament are. 
very closely linked with the socio-economic development of so- 
ciety. The vital interests of all nations demand that the arms: 
race be stopped and the tremendous resources now consumed by 
military production be used for peaceful purposes. Disarmament 
would facilitate, both directly and indirectly, the acceleration of' 
the social and economic development of all countries. 


The economic effect of disarmament is primarily determined 
by its absolute and relative scope, as well as by the structure of 
the resources released. The scope and forms of disarmament will 
define in what succession and what part of these resources may 
be used in constructive economic activity. It goes without saying 
that general and complete disarmament would produce the biggest: 
economic effect. But even partial disarmament would release 
considerable resources. 


Any country has a host of various economic, social and 
other problems, whose solution is procrastinated or suspended for 
lack of funds. Disarmament will make it possible to release the: 
resources which are now being used for military, i.e. non-product- 
ive purposes. Cuts in military expenditures will substantially ease 
the burden of taxation shouldered by the working people, raise 
the living standards of the masses and their purchasing power,. 
which is essential for employment and economic growth. 


Curbing the arms race will slow down the further growth 
of the national debt in many capitalist countries, and will sub- 
sequently make it possible to gradually reduce it. The rapidly 
growing national debt, which is largely caused by military pre- 
parations, has a baneful influence on the monetary situation in 
these countries. Its reduction would eliminate one of the main: 
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causes of inflation which primarily hits people in low income 
brackets. Furthermore, disarmament would curb inflation by ful- 
ly or partially eliminating non-productive military spending and 
curtailing military production, where prices grow 1.5-2 times 
more rapidly than in the civilian sector. 


Even at the initial stage of general disarmament many coun- 
tries will get an opportunity to considerably increase their capital 
investments in the civilian economy thanks to the resources 
‘saved, which, as U.N. experts have estimated, will raise their 
economic growth rates by 1 - 2 per cent. 


The example cited below shows what broad vistas are opened 
by the transfer of military spending to peaceful purposes. In 
experts’ estimate every 100 thousand million dollars spent for 
military ends could be used to build 300 thermal electric power 
stations, each having a capacity of 120,000 kw: 300 oil refineries 
with an annual capacity of 3,250,000 tons of oil a year each; 1,000 
chemical fertilizer plants; 200 synthetic rubber plants, each pro- 
ducing 25,000 tons of rubber annually; 1,600 sugar factories 
which could satisfy the bulk of mankind’s requirements in sugar. 


A considerable economic effect could be yielded by the ef- 
fort of scientists and engineers to consolidate the scientific and 
technical basis of civilian production. An influx of highly quali- 
fied specialists would make it possible to accelerate technical 
progress in this sphere and to introduce the latest scientific and 
technological achievements into production more rapidly. 


Disarmament, coupled with the promotion of the detente pro- 
cess, will obviously help to lift discriminatory barriers in the way 
of expanding the international division of labour, and contribute 
to the establishment of truly mutually advantageous cooperation 
in the field of international economic, scientific and technical re- 
lations, including that between countries with differing social 
systems. 


New sources will appear for financing social programmes, 
which have been proclaimed Number One economic objective in 
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the majority of capitalist countries, but are nonetheless sacrifie- 
ed to the interests of the arms build-up. 


The implementation of disarmament could release tremen- 
dous funds to be used for development purposes. One of the main 
typical features of the arms race consists today in that the de- 
veloping nations are being more and more intensively involved 
into it. From 1960 to 1977 the military expenditures of the de- 
veloping countries grew from 20 thousand million dollars to 78 
thousand million dollars (in stable prices), which is almost a four- 
fold increase. In the same period the world’s military spending 
registered a 1.6 - fold increase. As a result, the share of the young 
states in the world’s military allocations went up from 9.1 per 
cent in 1960 to 21.3 per cent in 1977. The developing countries 
military expenditures exceed by almost 10 times the total of 
foreign economic aid, are practically equal to their spending on 
education and more than double their allocations for health care. 
Growing militarization is fraught with grave socio-economic con- 
sequences for the developing nations. 


Disarmament would exert a big positive influence on the de- 
velopment of the young states. It would enable them to use the 
saved domestic resources for raising additional investments in 
their economies, which would promote their industrialization, help 
them overcome backwardness and achieve economic, scientific 
and technical independence. For example, merely 600 million dol- 
lars a year, i.e. less than one per cent of these countries military 
expenditures, would suffice to inoculate all new-born children 
there against infectious diseases. Three thousand million dollars, 
or only four per cent of their military expenditures, will be 
enough to supply with fresh water 1.2 thousand million people in 
towns and villages in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The same 
amount of money allocated for boosting agricultural production 


would enable these states to do away with hunger in the near 
future. 


Disarmament would help to substantially accelerate socio- 
economic progress in the developing nations not only because 
their own material, financial and other resources would be trans- 
ferred from military to constructive peaceful uses, but also be- 
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cause disarmament would open broad vistas for the restructur- 
ing of international economic relations in the interest of the de- 
veloping nations, the establishment of a new international econo- 
mic order, and for increasing the industrialized nations’ assist- 
ance to the young states in the sphere of the economy, science 
and technology. The reduction of the military budgets, which the 
Soviet Union has advocated for many years, would play an im- 
portant role in this respect. 


It follows that effecting disarmament, releasing the resour- 
‘ces now eaten up by the arms drive, and using them for peaceful 
ends would produce big positive results, making it possible to 
raise the working people’s living standards and speed up the 
world’s socio-economic progress. 


A campaign for detente, disarmament and development, 
which are closely linked with each other, should be conducted per- 
manently and in all areas of the world. This is a pressing task 
for all nations. 


2. — Military Bases. 


During the three and a half decades which have elapsed 
since the end of World War II, the USA, and its NATO allies 
have entangled the world with an extensive network of military 
bases and other military facilities. The U.S.A. alone has 2,500 
military facilities at its disposal, including more than 400 large 
naval and air bases in 114 countries of the world and on U.S. ter- 
ritory. Over 480,000 soldiers are stationed on these bases. Many 
facilities are located in the zones of national-liberation move- 
ments or in their direct proximity. Thus, a dense network of mi- 
litary bases and projects has been set up on the territories of 
Mediterranean countries — in Portugal (the U.S. 16th Air Force 
Army is stationed there), Spain (the U.S. Sixth Fleet base), Italy 
(20 military facilities, including missile launchers), Greece (40 
facilities), Turkey (27 facilities, including a large air base) etc. 
‘One hundred and twelve American military bases and projects 
are located on the territory of Japan and Okinawa. There are 
American bases on the Philippines and in Oceania. The construc- 
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‘tion of a large naval and air base on the Diego Garcia island in 
the Indian Ocean to service nuclear-powered submarines and B- 
52 strategic bombers, proceeds at an accelerated pace. Not con- 
tent with this, the U.S.A. is envigorating its search for places to 
station new military facilities. It has already got the right to put 
its ships with nuclear weapons on board in ports in Australia and 
New Zealand. The U.S.A. and Britain have received the right to 
use Australian military bases in Cookburn-Sound and on the 
country’s western coast. New military bases are being build at 
accelerated rates in Somalia, Egypt, Israel, Kenya, Oman, Bahrein, 
Saudi Arabia and Djibouti. The USA needs military bases to 
achieve global military supremacy so as to continue and expand 
its neocolonialist policy. It also needs them to wage struggle 
against the liberation and revolutionary movements of Asian, 
African and Latin American nations. 


3. — Subimperialist centres : 


Countries with reactionary pro-imperialist regimes, armed 
by the imperialists and performing the role of policemen in stra- 
tegically important areas of the liberation struggle. According 
to the designs of the American strategists, these centres should 
ensure the attainment of imperialist aims by a cat’s paw and at 
the expense of other countries’ human losses. 


Israel is playing the role of such a centre in the Middle East. 
With U.S. help Israel has turned into the reactionaries’ military 
camp. In the 1966-77 period its military expenditures topped 23 
thousand million dollars. The bulk of this spending is covered by 
gifts and donations of international Zionist organisations and 
the U.S.A. American military corporations have equipped Israel’s 
army with modern missiles, aircraft, tanks and warships. With 
the assistance of imperialist powers Israel is developing its own 
A-bomb, and has already come close to its manufacture. Follow- 
ing the Egyptian leadership’s betrayal of the cause of the Arab 
nations’ liberation struggle, the U.S.A. has started setting up a 
new military grouping to include Tel Aviv and Cairo in the Near 
and Middle East. There ere plans to charge this grouping with 
protection of imperialist interests in the Eastern Mediterranean 
‘as well. 
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Tfe role of the policeman serving imperialist interests in the 
South of Africa is performed by the Republic of South Africa. A 
growing military potential of the Pretoria regime is one of the 
chief factors threatening peace and security in Africa and sti- 
mulating the arms race in the newly-free states. From 1960 to 
1979 Pretoria’s military spending grew by more than 60 times. 
The racist state’s annual military budget tops two thousand mil- 
lion dollars. South Africa can mobilize an army numbering 
400,000 - 500,000 officers and men. Ignoring the resolution of the 
U.N. Security Council to abstain from military deliveries to South 
Africa, the imperialist powers annually sell to this racist state 
military equipment and armaments worth hundreds of million of 
dollars via the military multinationals. The imperialist corpora- 
tions have helped South Africa to set up a developed war industry 
which can supply its army with many types of heavy weaponry. 
Jointly with Israel South Africa is developing nuclear arms. There 
is a conviction that South Africa and Israel have already tested 
a nuclear device. South Africa has placed its military bases in 
Simonstown and Silvermine at the disposal of the U.S.A. and 
its NATO allies. 


Other subimperialist centres are represented, for instance, 
by South Korea and Taiwan. Regrettably, Pakistan, on which the 
imperialists have been staking since the victorious anti-imperial- 
ist revolutions in Iran and Afghanistan, is rapidly turning into 
another subimperialist centre. 


The imperialist strategists continue playing the ‘Chinese 
card.” The U.S.A. and some its allies have already expressed wil- 
lingness to contribute to the modernization of China’s armed 
forces and war industry. The Pentagon’s long-term plans consist 
in combining China’s human and natural resources with Japan’s 
industrial potential in order to create a strike force against the 
U.S.S.R. and the peoples of India, Vietnam, Laos, Kampuchea 
and some other countries in South-East Asia, who do not want 
to follow the policy of the cold war and who act from the posi- 
tions of peace and peaceful coexistence. 


The Chinese leadership is doing its best to “justify” the im- 
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perialists’ confidence and lavishness. Suffice it to recall China’s 
blood-letting attempt to “teach a lesson” to Vietnam, Peking’s 
continuous provocations against Laos, its Support for the sur- 
viving Pol Pot bands in Kampuchea, its interference in the do- 
mestic affairs of Afghanistan, India etc. A new nuclear weapon 


test conducted by China on October 16, 1980, gives rise to serious 
concern. 


4. — Mobile Naval Units : 


Mobile naval units consist of manpower, military equipment, 
aircraft, nuclear and other weapons and their delivery vehicles. 
At present, such units can be found in all parts of the World’s 
Oceans. The U.S. Sixth Fleet, consisting of 25,000 officers and 
men, 50 warships, including two aircraft carriers with 200 war 
planes, 20 submarine atomic missile carriers with nuclear 
weapons on board and other means of warfare, are based in the 
Mediterranean. The American Seventh Fleet, having 132,000 of- 
ficers and men, two aircraft carriers and more than 20 combat 
ships of other classes operates in the Pacific. Its warships carry 
2,500 allowances of nuclear ammunition equipment and the re- 
maining 1,800 allowances are kept on the Fleet’s bases. In view 
of the growing importance of the Indian Ocean the U:S.A. is plan- 
ning to set up there its Fifth Fleet which is to have 40 or 50 
warships, including one or two big aircraft carriers. 


The mission of these mobile naval units is crystal clear. As 
soon as the revolution took place in Iran and the Iranian people 
overthrew the regime of the Shah, American warships hurried to 
the Iranian shores. Today over 50 American ships, including five 
aircraft carriers with a thousand combat planes on board, have 
‘been concentrated in the Persian Gulf in direct proximity to Iran- 
ian coasts. This time the American authorities did not even deem 
it necessary to cover up their action with a “Soviet threat.” They 
openly declared that these naval forces had been concentrated 
off Iranian shores to protect U.S. interests, blockade Iran and de- 
liver strikes at the country’s strategic objectives. It was only 
after a limited Soviet troop contingent had been brought into 
Afghanistan that a new element appeared in the Pentagon’s 
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reasoning, namely, the need to protect U.S. oil sources in the: 
Middle and ‘Near East against the alleged “Soviet threat.” 


5. — Rapid Deployment Force : 


The rapid deployment force is a new means of the American 
military strategy, which is currently being set up. The rapid de- 
ployment force is being created in conformity with Carter 
doctrine about a “threat beyond the horizon.” This force is to con- 
sist of 110,000 officers and men to form five divisions and 60 as- 
sault battalions (nevertheless, its numerical struggle has already 
reached 200,000), landing and other ships including four aircraft 
carriers. Its mission will be suppressing the liberatory revolu- 
tions in most diverse areas of the global. The Diego Garcia base 
in the Indian Ocean has been chosen as the centre for the sta- 
tioning of the rapid deployment force. The Pentagon’s intention 
to spend nine thousand million dollars for the creation of this 
force over the next five years, shows that the Pentagon is going 


to set it up within a short spare of time and points to the scale 
of activities in this field. 
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———  ————  WORKING PAPER 


THE ROLE OF THE FRONTLINE STATES IN 

THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERATION OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND AGAINST THE AGGRESSION OF 
IMPERIALIST AND RACISM FORCES 


presented by Hon. R.C. KAMANGA, 

Chairman of the Legal and Political Sub-Committee 

of the Central Committee of UNIP, 

on behalf of the United National Independence Party, Zambia 


1. — PREAMBLE : 


Our meeting here today signifies yet another major break- 
through for the world progressive and revolutionary forces in the 
fight against imperialism and oppression in its many different 
forms. 


It is a major breakthrough not because it is the only meet- 
ing of its kind, but because it is a living and historical landmark, 
yet another step forward in the global march towards the total 
and complete independence of all oppressed peoples of the world. 


Struggle against all forms of oppression is a noble duty for 
all peace loving and progressive revolutionaries. This struggle 
may take the form of demonstrations of solidarity as manifest 
by this conference, it may take the form of civil disobedience 
of the oppressor or when all peaceful struggle have failed, it may 
take the form of armed struggle. In all its forms, the struggle for 
liberation is a noble duty whose legality cannot be questioned. 
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The Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation has since 
its formation played a leading role in marshaling support for libe- 
ration movements not only in Africa and Asia, but in Latin Ame- 
rica, the Middle-East and indeed throughout the world where 
people strive for freedom and peace. It is because of its past re- 
cord, that the struggling peoples from all over the world have 
unflinching support and confidence in the ability of this historic 
meeting to deliver the goods. 


The historic Bandung principles laid down by AAPSO in 
the April of 1955 remain our revolutionary guidelines in our 
struggle to free the last colonies and deliver the final and lasting 
blow to imperialism. 


The Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation is by no 
means the only anti-imperialist force. The progressive world is 
full of smaller organisations striving to combat imperialism. With 
its vast experience, the AAPSO is in a position to render all round 
support to such movements. It is gratifying to see that AAPSO 
has not failed to do this. If anything at all, it has on several 
occasions come to the forefront to ensure that those in need re- 
ceived the necessary material and moral support necessary for 
their execution of the struggle for peace and progress. 


AAPSO’s contribution to the global struggle against oppres- 
sion has not gone unnoticed. His Excellency, the President of the 
Republic of Zambia highly commended AAPSO in his opening 
speech at the International Conference in support of the national 
liberation movements in Southern Africa and in solidarity with 
the Frontline States which was held at Lusaka in April, 1979. 
Dr. Kaunda stated thus : 


‘T pay special tribute to the Secretariat of Afro-Asian 
People’s Solidarity Organisation (AAPSO) for co-spon- 
soring the Conference,:nd above all, for their devotion 
to the sacred cause of freedom for the oppressed mas- 
ses of the world, and indeed for their unfailing pro- 
motion of solidarity with the struggling peoples of Afri- 
ca and Asia. Needless to say the history of AAPSO is 
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the history of liberation movements in Asia and Africa. 
Zambia is happy to be associated with AAPSO.” 


Indeed I may say with confidence that all the comrades 
gathered here share the seutiments and gratitude expressed in 
the above quotation. I may further add that AAPSO is unparal- 
leled in the fight for justice, peace and freedom, and it is my firm 
belief and conviction that it will always be so. 


May I now draw the delegates’ attention to the most abo- 
minable and diabolic monster of our time — Apartheid. This si- 
nister vulture is by no means new to AAPSO’s. If anything, it 
has been AAPSO’s arch-enemy from the Bandung meeting to 
this present one. It may should like an old topic, but Apartheid 
continues to drain Africa’s labour power and the peoples’ resour- 
ces at an unprecedented level reminiscent to the slavery era, very 
much like a mad vampire which tries to drain the blood of its 
victim until the last drop. Let us now look at how this monster 
survives and who is responsible for its predatory existence. 
Thereafter we shall analyse the moves undertaken to destroy it, 
the problems such moves have faced and finally how much longer 
it can continue to plunder and destroy before it is finally destroy- 
ed. 


2%. — IMPERIALIST CONNECTION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
(a) ECONOMIC MACHINATIGNS 


Merchant capital penetrated and created the socio-economic 
structure that exists today in Southern Africa in its quest for 
profit and survival. In the process it plundered, undermined and 
destroyed indigenous formation to establish capitalist relations 
and save itself from doom. 


The indigenous Africans were disposed of their land, and 
means of production alienated from them. When it seemed that 
despite this plunder the African was still in a position to improve 
himself in agriculture, moves were initiated to thwart any in- 
creased productivity or capital accumulation among the African 
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through series of legislations which reduced the African to no- 
thing but a wage slave. 


International capital, the successor of merchant capital, 
strengthened its position in South Africa and encouraged the 
emergence of an industrial capitalist state. South African capital 
under full sponsorship of imperialism laid the foundation upon 
which British colonialism emerged and flourished right into the 
heart of Africa. 


Throughout the era of conquest, the colonial epoch right up 
to the present day, imperialism has continued to strengthen and 
prop up capitalism in the Southern Africa sub-continent through 
mammoth investments which reap huge profits because of Apart- 
heid. 


It is not difficult to see why Western capitalist powers lite- 
rally fight over each other to appease the racist and fascist regime 
in South Africa. The region of South Africa is known to have 
50% of the world’s gem diamond deposits, the largest known 
source of vanadium which is a strategic metal, vast expanses of 
manganese, high quality gold, iron, coal and countless other mi- 
neral and natural resources. Coupled with cheap labour which 
apartheid ensures, the monopolies in the western world cannot 
resist the temptation of investing heavily in South Africa. In 
fact, South Africa is reputed to be the world’s best foreign in- 
vestment area in imperialist circles. 


Britain has for a long time operated in South Africa espe- 
cially during the mining revolution when it was instrumental in 
mobilising capital for the mining ventures. Anglo-American Cor- 
poration being a ready example of this. The April 10, 1978 issue 
of Newsweek disclosed that Britain had 400 companies with 1,000 
subsidiaries whereas the USA had 350 companies there. 


US and British banks are very active in the South African 
economy and in 1977 USA accounted for 6.8 billion dollars in in- 
ternational credits to South Africa. (Newsweek April 10, 1978). 


The above figures are but the tip of the iceberg. Several 
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Western monopolies continue to pump funds into South Africa 
through undetected clandestine machinations. These funds 
usurp colossal profits which the capitalist world uses to stabilise 
their crisis ridden economies. It is thus not surprising to note that 
80% of the South African economy is controlled by English 
speaking compradors (Africa, No. 111 Nov. 1980). 


American and British multinationals are also actively engag- 
ed in Namibian mines and the economy in general. Most of these 
monopolies channel their funds through South Africa to which is 
the citadel of imperialism in the sub-continent. With so much at 
stake in Namibia, the imperialist world encourages South Africa 
to cling to the territory despite global denunciation until such a 
time that a puppet regime in the shape of the Turnhalle Alliance 
established full control. Of course this is but a pipe dream for the 
evil forces of oppression, because the revolutionary war waged 
by the militant SWAPO cadres will put an end to it in yet another 
blow on the decaying and decadent capitalist world system. 


Thus imperialism led by USA and Britain and followed by 
West Germany, Italy, France, Japan and other western countries 
to prop up the racist regime of South Africa for the benefit of 
their own insatiable thirst for easy profit. 


In addition to flooding investments into the apartheid, Ame- 
rican and British oil] monopolies keep the racist police state well 
oiled in all spheres. Oil is an essential item which keeps the South 
African industries military complex compact. With the collapse of 
the Shah’s Iran which used to supply most of South Africa’s oil, 
the western oil monopolies have attained even greater status and 
importance in oiling the racist criminal state apparatus. 


In addition to oiling apartheid South Africa, the imperialist 
west has been active in improving technology and science in ge- 
neral to help the racist regime to industrialise rapidly and pro- 
duce more profit. Technological supremacy of the racist South 
Africa has helped it to establish a dominant position in the sub- 
continent which it uses to lure the independent countries to its 
north to join its ill-conceived “constellation of states.” Apart from 
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promoting technology in the industrial sphere, international ca- 
pital has thrown in all its weight to bolster the racist war machine 
by pumping enormous funds into the weapon industries and 
arming South Africa with nuclear technology capable of produc- 
ing the breeded nuclear war-heads to the fitted on US/British 
designed missiles. 


It is this aspect of South African militarism which I will now 
draw your attention to, in my attempt to highlight the grave 
threat that South Africa poses to the Frontline states in particu- 
lar and to world peace in general. 


(b) NATO’S SOUTH AFRICAN CONNECTION : 


With a large fortune at stake in the apartheid state, impe- 
rialism has taken far-reaching measures to ensure the defence of 
these interests. Through NATO countries, South Africa has been 
heavily armed to counter any attack within the sub-continent in 
the event of a conventional war. 


The cape is a strategic area for NATO’s military adventures 
in the Indian Ocean and the sub-continent as a whole. The oil which 
keeps NATO’s killer machine operating passes through this rcute 
which carters for 66% of the West’s oil supplies. 


Apart from safeguarding imperialist oil supplies, South 
Africa is the immediate policeman of western imperialism in the 
sub-continent. Thus it is heavily armed to fight against the 
greatest threat that imperialism faces in the National Liberation 
Movements. 


All the leading western powers have unashamedly continued 
to violate the embargo imposed on arms shipments to racist South 
Africa by the UN Security Council ia 1963. The USA has supplied 
sophisticated fighter aircraft capable of harnessing nuclear war- 
heads to the racist regime, whose airforce depends on the USA 
for over 40% of its aircraft. Since the arms embargo USA has 
shipped not less than 465 million worth of military hardware to 
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this bastion of imperialism. (V. SIMONOV SEETHING CONTI- 
NENT) 


The British have not remained in the background. Their 
fighter planes have been very active in the wanton attacks that 
the racist South African regime has unleashed on neighbouring 
countries. Not to forget the British involvement in the UDI saga 
and its continued arming of the renegade Ian Smith before the 
revolutionary forces of the Patriotic Front finally crushed him. 


The chief culprit and NATO’s main actor on the scene has 
been France whose military adventures in Africa have gained 
worldwide condemnation. In 1975 alone, France sold South Africa 
arms worth 60: million dollars (Ibid). 


Apart from selling and shipping arms to the racists, France 
has issued licences which enable the racist South African regime 
to manufacture all sorts of weapons from assault rifles and 
rocket launcers to tanks and Mirage jet fighters. Thus South 
Africa has been able to arm itself to the teeth in preparation for 
attacking the independent north should NATO deem it fit. 


In addition to shipment of arms and the authorisation of 
South Africa to manufacture its own arms, France has armed 
South Africa with an even more terrible weapon : Nuclear tech- 
nology. 


South Africa is now capable of making nuclear war-heads 
which pose as the greatest threat to world peace. Proof of this 
came to light on 22nd September, 1979 when the racist set off 
a nuclear device which was detected by a satellite. Again, this 
year on February 19th US scientists recorded another nuclear 
test in the same region where the last was recorded by the So- 
viet satellite. 


Undoubtedly racist South Africa is now a nuclear power. All 
thanks to NATO and its imperialist masters. 


As the last citadel of imperialism, South Africa has con- 
tinued to get military aid from its imperialist master to conduct 
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a sinister campaign of terror in Southern Africa. Thus any war 
against South Africa is in essence a war against international 
capital a war against the entire imperialist Western Europe. 


Apart from posing a constant threat to peace in South 
Africa, the racist regime has brutally oppressed the indigenous 
peoples of the country through its condemned Apartheid policy 
as tentatively pointed out earlier on. I now turn my attention to 
this dreaded monstrosity of our time, the neo-fascist Apartheid 
system which has reduced the Africans, the original owners of 
South Africa, into second rate citizens. 


(c) THE HUMAN RIGHS LIMBO 


South Africa today stands as the unchallenged champion and 
leading violator of all ethics of Human Rights as enshrined in the 
Human Rights declarations of the UN. The principal tool for this 
macabre violation of the basic human rights is none other than 
the devil incarnate, Apartheid. 


Through the Apartheid doctrine, South Africa has commit- 
ted countries atrocious crimes which have left the African po- 
pulation improverished, disease ridden, and strangers in their own 
land. The story of the Africans’ sufferings in South Africa makes 
very sad reading. It is the story of blood curdling brutality and 
criminal oppression of an innocent people. The only crime they 
have committed is being born black, Asian or coloureds. The 
colour of their skin has become a trademark for all that is un- 
clean, second-rate, and indeed inferior in the eyes of the state. 


Through apartheid the minority racist whites who account 
for only 18% of South Africa’s total population own 87% of the 
land and the entire industrial and mineral resources. The Africans 
has been thrown into barren areas with poor soils where they 
scratch a living. The so-called homelands are completely in- 
capable for developing job opportunities for the Africans as they 
do not have the means. This in essence the Bantustans are no- 
thing but labour reservoirs for fascist South African industry 
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‘where those who have been drained dry of their labour power 
are banished to die in hunger and misery. 


Through apartheid all the non-European peoples of South 
Africa are denied their basic rights to a full and meaningful 
education. Instead they are given a so-called education which is 
designed to instil a sense of subserviance to the ethics of Boarder- 
bond the South African counterpart to US Ku Klux Klan. The 
content of such education is of mediore quality far below the 
standards offered to the white South Africans. With poor educa- 
tion the Africans are denied the right to social-mobility and curs- 
ed to remain the servants to the white race. 


Apartheid has also insured meagre wages for the Africans 
population whose cheap labour power keeps the racist economy 
ticking and imperialist monopolies banks bulging with super- 
profit. The criminal exploitation of the African masses has left 
them in a state of perpetual hunger and untold suffering. Hand 
in hand with this grim picture of misery, the white population 
‘in South Africa enjoys one of the world’s best standards of living. 


Apartheid has also perpetuated miserable health conditions 
amongst the Africans, which has resulted in the Africans having 
a shorter lifespan than the well cartered for Europeans. For in- 
stance there is only one doctor for every 44,000 Africans whereas 
the Europeans have one doctor for every 400 whites. This glaring 
disparity is no coincidence but a result of a systematically calcu- 
lated move to deprive the Africans of essential medical care and 
leave them weak against disease. It is not strange therefore that 
the infant mortality amongst Africans is some five times higher 
than amongst Europeans. (Ibid) 


This is not all the Apartheid monster has done. The most 
spine-chilling and blood-curdling stories of Apartheid come from 
behind the bars. Methods used by Pretoria’s racist police state 
‘machinery to break the will of political prisoners and detainees 
cor to extract information, are diabolical, to say the least. 


Pretoria’s prisons have unleashed an unparalleled torture 
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campaign against the African peoples. Every year more and more 
Africans die in South Africa’s torture chambers and more are 
hanged or sentenced to death by the fascist courts whose laws 
can best be described as the “Law of the jungle’. As if this was 
not enough, more are slaughtered indiscriminately on the streets, 
one only needs to remember Sharpeville and Soweto to grasp the 
full extent of brutality unleashed on the African and other non- 


white groups in this bastion of international capital. 


In short, the South African regime through apartheid has 
done away with human rights and in its place instituted a reigim 
of terror where genocide, torture, annihilation of villages, cold- 
blooded murder and the rule of the gun are the order of the day. 


3. — THE FRONTLINE STATES IN THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
STRUGGLE. 


It can be noted from the above exposition that the formation 
of the Frontline states alliance has been a historically determined 
objective condition for the total emancipation of the peasants 


and working peoples of Southern Africa in the general struggle 
against imperialism. 


As has been noted, South Africa is not alone in its fight 
against the resistance of the forces of progress. It works in close 
alliance with the imperialist west. It is this realisation which 
prompted the emergence of Frontline States to counter any im- 


perialist aggression and marshal support for the liberation 
forces in the region. 


Since its inception, the alliance of the Frontline States has 
been the main target of South Africa’s war machine. Using the 
dreaded “soldiers of fortune” or more appropriately “dogs of war’ 
South Africa in alliance with imperialism has unleashed wanton 
attacks which it considers as pre-emptive measures against the 
Frontline States. 


Although racist South Africa claims that such attacks are 
directed at military targets, experience in the sub-contiment has 
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shown that this is far from the truth. The main targets are in- 
nocent civilians in villages. Villagers in the Frontline countries 
have had their property destroyed and denied the cardinal right 
to life and existence. Children are slaughtered in coldblood and 
denied a future. 


If the racist attacks are mainly directed at unarmed civilians 
and not military targets, why then does South Africa continue 
to unleash these attacks? What are the main motives for her 
continued barbaric adventures ? 


The reason is not difficult to see. The continued strength 
of the Frontline States poses as a great danger to racism in ge- 
neral and apartheid in particular. Continued economic prosperity 
of the Frontliners means more support for the Liberation Move- 
ments and yet another nail in the coffin of apartheid. 


Thus what racist South Africa is trying to do is weaken 
the Frontline States alliance through destabilisation of progres- 
sive governments. Imperialisr: through South Africa hopes to 
topple the progressive Front! ze governments and institute pup- 
pet regimes which will be answerable to Potha and his Jenchmen. 
By doing so, the racist regime hopes to halt the liberation move- 
ments and save itself from the impending doom. 


To achieve this ill-conceived aim, South Africa does not only 
launch military attacks on the Frontline States but also enganges 
in clandestine subversive activities in the tradition of the West. 
The recent coup plot which was smashed by the Zambian govern- 
ment is not without South African and Western subversion. South 
Africa has been instrumental in encouraging dissident groups 
within the Frontline alliance. The South African trained Mushala 
gang in Zambia, separatist forces in Angola and bands of rene- 
gades in Mozambique are but a few examples of this. 


Apart from encouraging dissidents, racist South Africa is 
active in economic sabotage in its attempts to destabilise the 
Frontline. Racist South Africa mercenary attacks on railways in 
Angola is a normal occurrence. Blowing up of bridges, pontoons, 


planting landmines on roads and general destruction of infra- 
structure essential for economic development and almost rampart. 


However, despite all its machinations, racist South Africa 
cannot succeed to stop the wind of change currently blowing in 
the region. The Frontline states continue to strengthen the al- 
liance and marshall support for the liberation forces. Further 
the Frontline States alliance continues to grow, Zimbabwe being 
the latest addition to this progressive alliance. 


In Namibia the racist military forces and their western mer- 
cenaries are suffering defeat after defeat at the hands of revo- 
lutionary SWAPO cadres in the escalation of that country’s libe- 
ration struggle. The Frontline States have since re-asserted their 
commitment to the revolutionary process after the failure of 
the Geneva meeting. SWAPO has declared it intends to escalate 
the war of liberation. The OAU has assured all-round support 
for SWAPO. Thus despite its military right and imperialist sup- 
port, South Africa is doomed to defeat in Namibia. The Nami- 
bian peoples are solidly behind SWAPO in just war against racist 
and fascist oppression. Like in Angola, Mozambique and Zim- 
babwe, imperialism is doomed to another stinging defeat in Na- 
mibia. The peoples struggle cannot be crushed by forces of reac- 
tion, history is our witness. 


After Namibia falls to the people, it will be just a matter 
of time before the citadel of imperialism itself crumbles. South 
Africa’s tactic of buying time and perpetuating a terror campaign 
cannot halt the revolutionary processes. 


Despite its military superiority in the region, and its ability 
to wage a conventional war against frontline states, South Africa 
is incapable of halting the revolutionary change within its bor- 
ders. Revolutionary ANC through its Umkonto we sizwe armed 
wing has shown that the racist military attack machine is not 
invincible. The historic successful attack at Salisburg is one ex- 
ample of the vulnerability of the racist industrial complex. If the 
racists were stunned by the Salsolburg attack, then they have 
got more shocks in store because its military cannot defeat the 
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well-trained cadres whose guerilla style of fighting is the envy 
of the oppressors. Whereas the racist war machine can handle 
a conventional war, it cannot handle a popular uprising of the 
people, nor can it handle sharp guerillas whose methods of fight- 
ing it does not understand. 


The Frontline States will continue to render all necessary 
support until final victory is won. The racist will of course con- 
tinue to resist but whatever devious means it uses, it can never 
stop the wheels of history turning. 


The revolutionary changes occurring in the sub-continent are 
part and parcel of the global advancement of socialism and prog- 
ress and the general decay of the capitalist world system. Thus 
in essence the struggle of the Frontline States for meaningful 
socio-economic transformation in the region is a struggle against 
imperialism. 


It is in view of the above that the Frontline States would 
like to think all progressive organisations for support rendered 
so far and re-appeal for increased support as the revolutionary 
transformation nears its final phase. History is on our side, 
let us all march together in this moment of need and deliver the 
final and lasting blow on the citadel of imperialism in Southern 
Africa. Let us oil the wheels of history to bring about the speedy 
fall of the oppressive world capitalist system. Let us move to- 
gether towards peace, progress and future full of hope for our 
children and generations to come. 


Forward with the forces of progress ! 
Forward with the forces of peace ! 
Forward with the Frontline-Alliance ! 
Forward with AAPSO ! 


The struggle may be long and bitter, but victory is certaix. 


THANK YOU. 
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—_—$$—$ 1 WORKING PAPER 


MEMORANDUM ON 
THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 


presented by the Palestinian (Committee 


for Peace and Solidarity 


Since its establishment, the Zionist movement has been link- 
ed to the colonial movement generated by European capitalism. 
This fact is evident in all the literature of the Zionist movement, 
and in all the statements and writings of its leaders. It is also 
evident in the positions and practices of the movement since its 
establishment. It was not a coincidence that the Balfour Decla- 
ration which promised the creation of ‘‘a Jewish national home’ 
in Palestine, was issued at the same time that British companies 
discovered oil in Iraq. Neither was it coincidental that Britain 
became the mandate authority in Palestine for Britain wanted 
the transplanted Zionist entity in Palestine to serve as a guard 
for its interests in the area and the trade routes to its colonies. 


In cooperation with other colonial forces, Britain gave all 
the assistance needed to guarantee the establishment of the 
Zionist entity. On the one hand, the British mandate authorities 
terrorized and oppressed the Palestinian masses, restricting their 
liberty and confiscating their lands. On the other hand, regula- 
tions and measures were implemented to further Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine and to facilitate the new settlers’ acquisition of 
Palestinian land. Moreover, the Zionist terrorist bands were 
armed and trained by the British. 


Following World War II, the centre of imperialism shifted 
from Britain to the United States; accordingly Zionist allegiance 
shifted towards the U.S. The organic relationship linking impe- 
Tialism and Zionism continued and was consolidated with the 
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establishment of the Zionist entity. Imperialist support enabled 
the Zionist movement to establish its entity in Palestine on the 
remnants of the Palestinian society and homeland. It also enabled 
the Zionist entity to expand beyond the borders of the UN par- 
tition plan, despite the injustice this caused to the Palestinian 
people. This is the roots of the refugee problem and the cause 
of their agony which continues up to today. 


Following the establishment of the Zionist entity, imperial- 
ism continued ts supply it with all forms of support essential for 
its existence. Imperialist support ranged from economic aid to. 
huge military assistance, and was aimed at maintaining the 
Zionist entity’s military superiority vis-a-vis the Arab world. 


The Zionist entity has served as an advanced base for im-. 
perialism in the area and a big stick used to threaten the Arab. 
national movement — to retard its development and punish its 
vanguards. This was demonstrated clearly in 1956, when the 
Zionist entity joined the colonial powers (France and Britain) in 
waging the tripartite aggression against Egypt, following the 
nationalization of the Suez Canal by President Abdel Nasser. It 
was also evident in the June 1967 war of aggression waged by 
the Zionist entity against Egypt and Syria whose regimes had 
taken patriotic stands against imperialism and its allies in the 
area, and entered into patriotic alliance. 


The relationship between the Zionist movement, the Zionist 
entity and imperialism has become a known fact for the people 
of the world and especially for the democratic and peace-loving 
forces. This understanding was reflected in the resolutions con- 
sidering Zionism as a form of imperialism, and the struggle 
against Zionism and imperialism as being intertwined. 


The racist and reactionary nature of Zionism is clear in 
the practices of the Zionist entity against the Palestinian and 
Arab people. The Zionist authorities exercise brutal and syste- 
matic oppressive policies against our people in the occupied home- 
land, aimed at forcing them out of their homeland so as to create 
the “pure Jewish state”. The Zionist policies range from depriv- 
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‘ing the Palestinian masses of all democratic and political rights, 
confiscating their land for Zionist settlements, to brutal repres- 
‘sion and deportation. Moreover, the Zionists’ economic policies 
‘are geared towards linking the occupied territories with the 
Israeli economy and exploiting the resources of the occupied 
homeland. 


World opinion is becoming more and more aware of the op- 
pressive policies of the Zionist authorities and their violations 
of the Declaration of Human Rights and the UN regulations. This 
awareness was expressed in the UN resolution considering 
Zionism as a form of racism. 


The Palestinian problem is the core of the conflict in the 
Middle East. A close look at the problems in the area proves that 
they are linked to the Arab-Israeli conflict which is a conflict 
with colonialism and imperialism. This relationship was clear in 
the 1967 June war when the Zionist entity occupied new Arab 
land in both Syria and Egypt, as well as the rest of Palestine. 
The Palestinian cause is also at the centre of the Arab masses’ 
struggle for national liberation. This was demonstrated by the 
participation of hundreds of Arabs in the uprisings of the Pa- 
lestinian masses, as well as by the Arab masses’ support to the 
Palestinian struggle. This fact has been reaffirmed by the Pa- 
lestinian Revolution since when it began to wage armed struggle 
in the mid-sixties, confirming in its covenant and all its literature 
that it is the vanguard of the Arab national liberation struggle. 
The current conditions in the area demonstrate that the Pales- 
tinian question is the core of the conflict in the Middle East, and 
that it cannot be resolved in isolation from the Palestinian ques- 
tion. No solution that fails to deal with the core of the problem 
can succeed, because this would be to ignore the objective facts 
in the area. 


The Palestinian question is one issue of a people who have been 
uprooted, forced out of their homeland and deprived of all demo- 
cratic and political rights. It is the cause of a people who are 
‘struggling to liberate their homeland and realize their rights to 
return and establish their independent state. It is the question 
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of the existence of the Palestinian people and their inalienable 
rights in their homeland, and not a conflict over borders as it 
is being presented by imperialism and the Zionist entity. 


The Palestinian people have resisted Zionist colonization 
since its early days. Their resistance took various forms : refus- 
ing to sell their land, refusing to cooperate with the Zionists and 
political struggle such as the general strike that lasted for six 
months in 1936. This strike was crowned by the armed revolt 
of 1936-39, that was aborted by the British forces in cooperation 
with the Zionist terrorist bands, in collaboration with some of 
the Arab regimes. 


In their struggle, the Palestinian people have always distin- 
guished between Jews and Zionists. While they have struggled 
against the Zionists with all means at their disposal, they pro- 
tected those Jews that lived in peace with them in Palestine from 
the repression of the Zionists. A. clear example of this was when 
our masses protected the Jews who demonstrated in Jaffa on 
May ist, 1921, and were attacked by the Zionists. The Jewish 
demonstrators took refuge in the Arab quarter where they were 
received and protected. 


The struggle of the Palestinian people was crowned by the 
upsurge of the Palestinian Revolution in the mid-sixties, the 
adoption of armed struggle as the main means of struggle and 
the formation of the Palestinian Liberation Organization. 
Through its programmes, the PLO has become the real leader- 
ship of the Palestinian people. The PLO has succeeded in rallying 
the Palestinian and Arab masses around its programmes ; it has 
managed to survive the political and military attacks of the 
Zionist entity, imperialism and the reactionary Arab regimes. It 
has also achieved broad international recognition as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. All these 
gains reflect that the political and armed struggle of our masses 
has become a material reality that cannot be denied. 


The Palestinian Revolution under the umbrella of the PLO 
has reaffirmed the fact that the Palestinian question is the core 
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and the central cause of the struggle of the Arab nation against 
imperialism, Zionism and reaction. It also posited its anti-impe- 
rialist and anti-racist nature and took its natural position along- 
side the liberation movements of the world and part of the front 
of the forces of world revolution. It determined its alliances with 
the forces of world revolution: the socialist community, the 
national liberation movements and the working class parties and 
democratic forces in the capitalist countries. 


As a result of the national struggle of our masses, that is 
interrelated with the struggle of the Arab nation and with the 
international struggle of all anti-imperialist forces, and that is 
supported by the patriotic Arab countries and the forces of 
liberation, peace and democracy in the world, the Palestinian 
Revolution has made great achievements on all levels and in all 
fields. The PLO became a member of the Arab League, the Or- 
ganization of the Islamic Conference and the Non-aligned Move- 
ment. It also became an observer in the UN and gained the 
recognition of the vast majority of the countries of the world as 
the sole legitimate political leader of the Palestinian people. More- 
over, the PLO has been recognized by hundreds of the progres- 
sive and democratic forces all over the world. 


The PLO continues to receive all forms of moral and material 
support from the forces of liberation, peace and progress, par- 
ticularly the socialist community with the friendly Soviet Union 
at the forefront. With all these achievements, the PLO succeeded 
in isolating the Zionist entity from world opinion, and exposed 
the reactionary racist nature of Zionism end the Zionist entity, 
and its relationship with imperialism and with racist and fascist 
regimes. 


All these achievements created a universal political fact — 
that the PLO is a national liberation movement waging a legi- 
timate struggle, which is in accordance with the principles of the 
UN and the International Declaration of Human Rights. 


The PLO has determined the goals of the Palestinian struggle 
in the current stage as the right of return and self-determination 
and the establishing of an independent state in Palestine. These 
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goals can only be achieved through the struggle of the Pales- 
tinian people, led by the PLO and supported by the Arab national 
liberation forces and the forces of liberation, peace and progress 
internationally. This struggle is directed against the Zionist 
entity which is backed by imperialism ; this struggle shall create 
a new balance of power in favour of our masses and conducive 
to the fulfilment of these goals, and the implementation of the 
UN resolutions on Palestine that came to expose the injustice of 
Security Council Resolution 242. This resolution was rejected by 
the PLO at the time it was issued. 


Resolution 242 is not an acceptable basis for resolving the 
Middle East crisis of which the Palestinian question is the core, 
because it did not come as a result of discussing the Palestinian 
probletn. Moreover, it is rejected by the Palestinian people who 
are the main party concerned in the conflict. In addition, Reso- 
lution 242 ignores the inalienable national rights of the Pales- 
tinian people that have been confirmed in UN resolutions for 
more than 30 years. Those who are asking us to accept Resolu- 
tion 242 as a prerequisite for recognizing us are calling on us 
to accept a resolution that does not even address us and ‘which 
deprives us of our national rights. This is an attempt to get us 
to admit that we have no rights and no cause. 


In the last few years, US imperialism has managed to get 
the Zionist entity and the Egyptian regime to sign the Camp 
David accords, thus moving the whole Arab area into a new 
stage of struggle. The aim of Camp David is to put an end to 
Egypt’s independence and reverse the achievements of the Eigyp- 
tian masses; moreover, it aims to strike the patriotic Arab 
regimes, especially Syria, and to strike the Arab liberation move- 
ment, especially the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese 
Patriotic Movement. Imperialism wants to guarantee the hege- 
mony of its agents in the area so as to insure its own hegemony 
over the resources, markets and strategic location of the area. 
Imperialism was eager to conclude the agreements because of its 
desperate need for the markets and resources. Oil in particular 
is vital for the imperialist industries and monopolies. 


Imperialism’s need has become more desperate due to the 
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deepening crisis it is undergoing as a result of the victories of 
the national liberation movements, especially in Africa and Latin 
America ; this crisis is aggravated by the achievements of the 
socialist community. Moreover, the loss of Iranian resources and 
markets after the Shah was overthrown by the mass revolution, 
added to the crisis of imperialism. 


Through Camp David, imperialism succeeded in isolating 
Egypt from the struggle against the Zionist entity, moving it 
into the ranks of the enemy camp, to a position of alliance with 
imperialism and the Zionist entity. By signing the Camp David 
accords, the Egyptian regime left the ranks of the Arab national 
struggle, causing a severe blow to the struggle and betraying its 
goals. The regime also compromised the inalienable national 
rights of the Palestinian people and tried to impose itself as a 
negotiator on their behalf. Moreover, the regime partially relin- 
quished Egyptian sovereignty, betrayed the aspirations of the 
Egyptian masses and placed itself in a position confronting the 
mass movement and its vanguard forces. 


Following the signing of Camp David, the Arab masses ex- 
pressed their rejection of this conspiracy through demonstrations 
and rallies; they expressed their readiness to struggle against 
the conspiracy in order to foil it. 


On the official level, the Steadfastness and Confrontation 
Front was formed to confront the conspiracy. Its establishment 
marked the beginning of the objective process of polarization 
between the Arab regimes that reject Camp David and the trea- 
chery of Sadat and those which agree with the content of Camp 
David in spite of their tactical verbal positions. The positions of 
the Steadfastness and Confrontation Frent and the struggle of 
our masses have brought the conspiracy into a deadlock after it 
achieved temporary gains on the Egyptian front. The struggle of 
the Egyptian masses led by their vanguard forces against the 
Camp David accords and the normalization process still occupies 
a distinguished position. That struggle reaffirms the fact that 
the Egyptian masses are an integral part of the Arab masses’ 
struggle against imperialism, Zionism and reaction, aimed at re- 
turning Egypt to the ranks of the struggle. 
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On the Palestinian level, the Camp David conspiracy took 
the form of the autonomy plan for the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
This so-called autonomy would mean a new form of slavery for 
our people ; it legalizes the occupation of our homeland and de- 
prives us of our rights. This plan is clearly aimed at eliminating 
the Palestinian identity and aborting our revolution. 


The partners to Camp David experienced a major failure 
when they tried to implement the autonomy plan. Our masses in 
the occupied homeland expressed their total rejection of the con- 
spiracy through various forms of struggle. The Camp David 
partners have failed to break the united stand of our masses, 
which was accompanied by a solid united stand on the part of the 
PLO against the autonomy plan. 


Our masses in the occupied homeland have also stepped up 
their struggle against the plots and oppression of the Zionist 
occupation with all means at their disposal. The mass uprising 
in all the cities and villages of the occupied homeland is still 
going on. Our masses’ steadfastness has forced the enemy to drop 
its ‘democratic’ mask and disclose its fascist nature. 


Faced with a deadlock, the partners to Camp David are 
working in two parallel directions. The first is stepping up their 
ageression against the forces and regimes that are obstructing 
the conspiracy. The second is political manoeuvres aimed at 
aborting the struggle against Camp David and introducing Camp 
David in new forms. 


As part of the first, imperialism, Zionism and reaction are 
concentrating on the Palestine, Lebanese and Syrian fronts. On 
the Palestinian front, the attack is directed against the revolu- 
tion in Lebanon and our masses in the occupied homeland. The 
Zionist entity has stepped up its aggression against the people 
in the occupied homeland through confiscating more Palestinian 
land, building more Zionist settlements, taking over more water 
resources and national institutions such as the Jerusalem Electric 
Company. The Zionist entity is also trying to eliminate the Pales- 
tinian identity by abolishing our national culture, weakening the 
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educational system and trying to liquidate patriotic figures as in 
the case of Karim Khalaf and Bassam Shakaa, the mayors of 
Ramallah and Nablus respectively. The Zionist entity has also 
resorted to deporting patriotic figures as in the case of the 
mayors of Al Khalil (Hebron) and Halhoul. 


As part of the escalated Zionist campaign, the Zionist entity 
declared Jerusalem as its eternal capital. Besides being a new 
link in the chain of Zionist aggression, this decision shows Israeli 
determination to deepen the conflict in the Middle East and to 
challenge the Islamic and Christian religions, and at the same 
time, threaten the believers in Judaism. This decision is a new 
threat to world peace, a new violation of international law and 
a direct challenge to the UN, its charter and the will of its 
members. 


In Lebanon, the conspiracy takes the form of almost daily 
Israeli aggression against bases of the revolution in South Leba- 
non, against Palestinian refugee camps and against Lebanese 
villages. This is accompanied by the continuous aggression of 
the Israeli agent Saad Haddad in the occupied border strip. This 
is in addition to provocations from the Phalangists against the 
presence of the revolution throughout Lebanon. 


In Lebanon, the escalation of imperialist aggression has 
taken the form of a convert conspiracy to establish a confessional 
state similar to the Zionist entity, forming a new link in the 
chain of Camp David. Imperialism, Zionism and reaction are 
supervising the unification and coordination of the isolationist 
forces, supplying them with all the needed military, financial, 
political and logistic support. The escalation of the imperialist 
attack takes the form of a call for internationalizing the Leba- 
nese crisis on the political level, and provocative aggression 
against the Lebanese Patriotic Movement, the Palestinian Revo- 
lution and the Arab Deterrent Forces. 


The struggle waged by the Lebanese masses, led by the LPM 
in alliance with the Palestinian Revolution, represents a shining 


example of the Arab masses. Besides protecting the open pre- 
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sence of the Palestinian Revolution, the Lebanese masses’ strug- 
gle against the isolationist plans in order to preserve the unity, 
Arab identity and democratic development of Lebanon, gives a 
real example of Arab solidarity, i.e. the solidarity of the masses 
and their patriotic forces in the battlefield against their enemies. 
This struggle deserves the support and solidarity of all forces. 


In Syria, the stepped-up conspiracy is taking the form of 
encouraging internal reactionary forces, in order to weaken the 
firm Syrian stand against Camp David and lessen its capacity to 
confront this. Imperialism, Zionism and reaction realize the im- 
portance of the Syrian stand and its position in the forefront 
of the forces confronting the conspiracy ; they are also aware 
of the immediate effect which the collapse of the Syrian position 
would have on both the Palestinian and Lebanese positions. That 
is why they are supporting local reactionary forces, providing 
them with assistance and facilities, directly and through some 
of the reactionary regimes. Syrian steadfastness in solidarity 
with the Palestinian Revolution and the LPM deserves the supv- 
port and solidarity of all forces. 


As part of their political manoeuvres, the imperialist forces 
in cooperation with their agents are trying to introduce Camp 
David in a new form, in order to deceive the masses and draw 
new forces into participation in Camp David. To this end, came 
two related manoeuvres. 


First is the European initiative that is being depicted as 
unrelated to the US and Camp David in both its shape and con- 
tent. There is no doubt that Europe at this stage, especially after 
the Iranian Revolution and the developments in Afghanistan, 
feels the need for such an initiative. This is due to its location 
which is closer to the Middle East (than is the US) and its 
interests in the Arab world. Moreover, European security is 
affected by developments in the Middle East. However, the 
European intentions have not exceeded the principles and ideas 
reflected in the Venice Declaration. The PLO has assessed this 
declaration as insufficient to met the minimum level required 
and as a new link in the chain of the settlement that does not 
contradict with the US settlement manifested in Camp David. 
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The PLO is aware that there are many political and econo- 
mic differences between the European countries and the United 
States, but we do not see that these differences will reach the 
point of conflict. If we examine the positions of the European 
countries in an objective manner, we find that some countries 
have praised Camp David, some have remained silent, some have 
registered reservations and the rest have expressed hesitant 
criticism. None of them have opposed Camp David. We under- 
Stand that those who have no independent defence policy can 
have no independent foreign policy either. Europe is under the 
umbrella of NATO, which is dominated by the US. Therefore, 
we do not expect a policy that contradicts or opposes Camp David 
in the near future. 


The second initiative is the so-called Jordanian option, which 
is being promoted by the new US administration, the Zionist 
Labour Party, some circles in the Socialist International and 
some of the reactionary Arab regimes. The aim of these parties 
in calling for the Jordanian option is to liquidate the Palestinian 
question at the expense of the fraternal Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian peoples. Dealing with the Jordanian option or any option 
other than Palestinian self-determination is to deal with the im- 
perialist conspiracy against our people. The aim of the Jordanian 
option is to deprive the Palestinian people of their right to return 
to their homeland and enjoy national independence. Moreover, 
this option would be to resolve the Palestinian question at the 
expense of the Arabs and not at the expense of Zionist aggres- 
sion. Finally, it is to deny the PLO its natural role as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 


While pointing to these plots and dangers, we must keep in 
mind that Camp David represents overall US strategy, and all 
the manoeuvres are attempts to produce Camp David under a new 
name but with the same nature and content. All these manoeuvres 
are conspiracies against the Palestinian and Jordanian people and 
against all the Arab nation. 


As part of the political manoeuvres, the Zionist and imperial- 
ist forces try to split the Arab ranks and create pacts and axes 
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to serve their aims and interests in the area. They are also trying 
to profit from the Iraq-Iran war, claiming that the tension in: 
the Middle East is not a result of the Arab-Israeli conflict nor 
Zionist aggression, but is due to other factors, such as the Iragq- 
Iran war. There is no doubt that this war serves Zionism and’ 
imperialism by diverting attention from the main contradiction 
in the area, i.e. the Arab-Zionist conflict. This war also channels: 
the potentials of the Iraqi and Iranian masses into a conflict: 
that is against their interests and aspirations, diverting them: 
from the main battle against the imperialist-Zionist enemy. 


Conclusion : 


1. Zionism is a racist, expansionist and reactionary move=-. 
ment that is organically linked to imperialism and consi- 
dered as one of its forms. 


2. The question of Palestine is the core of the Arab-Zionist 
conflict, and the struggle to liberate Palestine is the cen- 
tral point of the Arab struggle. 


3. The solution of the Palestinian question and of the other 
occupied Arab territories constitute a single issue that 
cannot be partitioned. 


4. The Palestinian national liberation struggle is an integral 
part of the struggle of the Arab masses against imperial- 
ism, Zionism and their agents. It is also an integral part: 
of the struggle of the peoples of the world for liberty, 
peace, democracy and progress. 


Oo. The contents, results and entire approach of the Camp 
David accords and the autonomy plan must be condemn- 


ed. The struggle against them must continue until they 
are foiled. 


6. The only acceptable alternative is the Palestinian one that 
is based on enabling the Palestinian people to exercise 
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their inalienable rights to return to their homeland, to 
self-determination and to establish their independent na- 
tional state under the leadership of the PLO. 


7. A just peace in the Middle East can only be attained 
with complete and unconditional Zionist withdrawal from 
all occupied Palestinian and Arab territory and in the 
forefront, Jerusalem, and by enabling the Palestinian 
people to regain their rights which have been confirmed 
in international law and the UN resolutions on Pales- 
tine. Security Council resolution 242 is not a suitable 
basis for a solution. 


8. US policy that is against the PLO and in favour of the 
Zionist entity must be condemned. 


9. Jerusalem is at the heart of the Palestinian question. 
Therefore, the Zionist decision to annex it must be re- 
jected and condemned. 


10. While the Palestinian Revolution continues its struggle, 
supported by the Arab masses and their patriotic and 
progressive forces and by all the forces of liberation, 
peace and progress in the world, it reaffirms its alliance 
with the Arab liberation movement and expresses its 
great appreciation to all the friendly forces, especially the 
socialist community and in the forefront the Soviet 
Union, for their principled and fraternal support. 


We express our full solidarity with all the forces of the 
Arab liberation movement and the patriotic regimes fighting 
against imperialism, Zionism and reaction for liberation, national 
independence and social progress. 


We also express our solidarity with all the national libera- 
tion movements and the patriotic and progressive forces and 
regimes in the world that are struggling for liberation, peace, 
democracy and social progress. 
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—_  —_——— WORKING PAPER 


ON THE SITUATION IN 
THE GULF AND ARAB PENINSULA REGION 


presented by the 'Yemeni Council for Peace jand Solidarity 


The peoples’ struggle for liberation, progress and socialism 
and for the establishment of peace and security in the world was 
crowned with great success, owing to the policy of detente and 
peaceful co-existence. This aroused the rage of world imperialism 
and impelled it to persist in its policy of aggression, which poses 
a serious threat to peace and security in the world. 


During the past period, the imperialist circles reinforced 
their political and ideological attack against the states of the 
socialist community, and escalated their conspiracies against na- 
tionalist and progressive regimes. It also endeavoured to strike 
at the national liberation movement of the people aspiring to 
liberation, progress and socialism, and used various scheming 
methods, igniting international and regional crises and intensify- 
ing the mounting tension in many regions of the world, through 
the concentration of its military presence, thus endangering 
world peace and stability. Imperialism seeks to heighten the inter- 
national tension, by creating hotbeds with a view to finding pre- 
texts for its interference in the internal affairs of independent 
countries in order to subject them to its domination and contrcl 
their natural resources. 


Among the imperialist and Zionist conspiracies against the 
Arab national liberation movement, loom the Camp David Agree- 
ments, which represents the main link in the implementation of 
the schemes of American imperialism aimed at securing favour- 
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‘able conditions for continued imperialist plunder of Arab resour- 
‘ces, and the restoration of imperialist hegemony over strategic 
centres and positions in the Arab homeland. 


Owing to the great international strategic, political and 
economic importance of the Gulf and the Arab peninsula region, 
imperialist circles gave it special and concentrated attention. They 
were prompted by the region’s strategic significance to world 
capitalist economy. 


The Strategic Economic Importance of the Gulf and Arab 
Peninsula Region. 


The strategic, political and economic position of the Gulf and 
Arab Peninsula Region, with its great oil resources, lies at the 
‘core of the vital importance of this region to world imperialism 
in general and to the U.S.A. in particular. 


Since World War I, the imperialist circles still regard the 
balance of power in this region from a certain angle, that of 
confrontation between the U.S.A. and its imperialist allies on one 
‘side, and the U.S.S.R. and the national liberation movements on 
the other. They also devote special attention to this region, either 
because it is considered as the largest oil reserve in the world 
or because it is a wide market for‘the petro-dollars held by the 
‘states of this region. 


The Gulf and Arab Peninsula Region also enjoys a signifi- 
‘cant strategic position, as the waterway which links the Western 
countries to the Hast. When European colonialism invaded Asia, 
the Arab Gulf became the strategic waterway to India. Colonial- 
ist countries had always been keen on keeping it under their 
control, until British colonialism had the upper hand and consi- 
dered it the vital artery leading to India. The British officials 
declared that whoever dominated the Arab Gulf could master 
navigation in the Indian Ocean. Those facts were translated into 
action, when British concluded agreements and treaties with all 
‘the Emirates and states bordering the Gulf, thus transforming 
‘them into dominions and closed zones of influence. 
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After the discovery of oil in the region, it became evident 
that its importance did not only lie in its being a strategic water- 
way, but also in its being a huge oil reserve, which drove inter- 
national oil monopolies to compete in order to get hold of it. 
As a result of the strife and rivalry between these imperialist 
monopolies, U.S. monopolies had the upper hand in controlling 
and exploiting the oil riches of the region. 


The importance of the region on the regional and interna- 
tional levels became clearly evident after the October War in 
1972, and the resulting worldwide oil crisis. The region emerged 
as one of the world’s foremost producer of vitally important raw 
materials, since it has the richest oil wells, and continues to 
increase its production, in proportion to the existing large reser- 
ves, which are unparalleled in most parts of the world. 


The economic significance of the Gulf and Arab Peninsula 
Region is clearly shown by figures, as it presently produces 62% 
of the total amount of oil on the international market and 40% 
of the total oil production of the capitalist world. It has 370 
billion barrels of oil reserves. 


In addition the Gulf states represent an important commer- 
cial market for American and other capitalist monopolies. Mor2- 
over, Saudi deposits in the U.S.A. only, are estimated at seventy 
billion dollars. Therefore, it is only natural that Saudi Arabia 
should vlay an important role in consolidating the American 
dollar on the international market in the past few years. In the 
light of the aforementioned, we can understand the objectives of 
the aggressive imperialist policy in the region, which is aimed at 
liquidating the liberation and progress of the peoples in the 
region, while striving to keep the political and economic hege- 
mony of world imperialism over the peoples and resources of the 
Gulf and the Arab Peninsula. 


American Strategy in the Gulf and Arab Peninsula Region 


The U.S.A., being the major power among capitalist siates 
plays the principal role in the scheme to dominate the Gulf and 
Arab Peninsula Region. 
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In this context, we can identify the following trends in the 
aggressive imperialist policy for the attainment of which the 
American Administration plays a salient role. 


These are: 


— Assigning the task of defending American interests to 
states which have the qualifications that enable them io 
perform it. 


— Creating conflicts, disputes and regional wars, whenever 
possible, among the states of the region, and exploiting 
such situations for the implementation of the tactics of 
the American political and military strategy. 


— Opening the door wide for the arms race among the states 
of the region, while giving special attention to the arma- 
ment of the reactionary state, thus transforming it into 
a striking military force. 


In this regard, it is to be noted that American imperialism 
supplied a number of states in the region with a huge amount 
of weapons and ammunitions. For example, the amount of arms 
deals with Saudi Arabia concluded by the U.S. during 1979 reach- 
ed 6,420 million dollars, almost 60% of the total American arms 
exports during the said year. 


Though the “regional participation” notion is the practical 
formula of the aforementioned measures, yet the U.S.A. has 
assigned itself also the task of direct intervention to exercise 
this policy, under the pretext of repelling the so-called “external 
aggression” on the region, proceeding from the standpoint that 
any attempt at domination over the Gulf area would jeopardize 
its “vital interests”, and that it would react in this case by all 
means including military force. 


That is why it has formed a military force of a “Rapid De- 
ployment” character to interfere in the region. Also, US has 
sought to intensify its presence in the Indian Ocean and implant 
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U.S. military bases on the territories of the Gulf and Arab Penin- 


Sula, in collusion with her agents in both the Sultanate of Oman 
and the Somali regime. 


The objectives of the imperialist aggressive policy include, 
among others, the liquidation of the Arab liberation movements 
in the area, the continuation of its conspiracies against the na- 
tional regimes and the progressive forces at the forefront of 
which is Democratic Yemen whose revolutionary experiment con- 
stitutes a source of concern for the imperialist circles and their 
agents due to its increasing effect on the struggles of the peoples 


of the region for political and economic liberation and social 
progress. 


In opposition to the simplest international norms and against 
the patriotic and national interests of the peoples of the region, 
threats of intervention have become an overtly declared policy. 
Indeed, U.S. imperialism today is trying to generate political and 
military developments in the region compatible with its afore- 
mentioned strategy. The Irag-Iran war has provided an invaluable 
opportunity for U.S. imperialism to carry out its schemes, mainly 
to destroy the economic and political potentials of both Iran and 
Iraq, to weaken the Iranian revolution and impose full and ulti- 
mately domination both countries in order to consolidate its 
‘domination over the entire region. 


U.S. imperialism tries very hard to keep the war going on in 
order to use it as a pretext for its military presence. 


For this, U.S. imperialism was, and still is, keen on making 
its imperialist allies participate in its military formations which 
are stationed in the Gulf region with a view to internationalizing 
its military intervention. 


Britain sent its destroyers and aircraft carriers to the Arab 
Gulf waters. Two French and Australian destroyers reached the 
area as well. Furthermore, Margaret Thatcher, the British Prime 
Minister, declared her aggressive initiative against the peoples of 
the area by pledging to the American President Reagan, that her 
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forces will actively participate in reinforcing the American Rapid 
Deployment Forces. 


American-Omani military manoeuvres provide another facet 
of the aggressive imperialist policy against the peoples of the 
area. They represent a serious threat to patriotic and progres- 
Sive regimes. The Omani military provocation along the Demo- 
cratic Yemeni frontiers exposes the reality of these manoeuvres. 


This reactionary imperialist policy represents today a real’ 
threat to the security and Stability of the peoples of the area. 
It is considered a brutal intervention in their internal affairs and’ 
national policy. It contributes to the turning of the area into an 
inflammable spot that poses a menace to world peace. 


Call for Action to Guarantee the Peace and Stability of 
the Region : 


Facing the illegal American imperialist ambitions in the 
area, the Gulf region and the Arab Peninsula, witnessed a large- 
scale anti-imperialist and popular move. The national movements 
and patriotic regimes accelerated their struggle against the direct 
hegemony of monopolies. Accordingly, numerous calls for the: 


realization of the security and stability of the region came to 
light. 


The states of the area worked out several security plans 
aimed at developing peace and cooperation among all the people 
and regimes of the Gulf and Peninsula region. However, the im- 
perialist forces and their stooges obstructed all the efforts exert- 
ed to realize the concept of real and just peace for all the peoples. 
Furthermore, these forces tried to weaken many of the afore- 
mentioned calls, and instigate countries against each others, with 
a view to securing their interests that are represented in the 
continuation of political and economic dependence of the area on 


the capitalist markets, in a way that guarantees its military pre- 
sence in the area. 


It is worth noting that a number of states in the area have 
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recently declared the formation of a council for cooperation 
among them to counter the dangers that threaten the peace and 
stability of the region. 


Despite the Council’s formula of political and econemic co- 
operation, yet it bears the mark of a political and military pact. 


The liberal forces in the region, including Democratic Yemen, 
have repeatedly announced their concept of the security and 
stability of the region. They stressed in all their declarations 
that the future of the peoples and countries of the region depend- 
ed on their free choice of the course of independent development, 
away from the influence of imperialism and its military presence 
in the area. 


Therefore, the security and stability of the region are hinged 
on the liquidation of all forms of imperialist military presence 
on its land and waters, the renunciation of blocs among the coun- 
tries of the region, and the creation of relations based on respect 
of their national sovereignty and non-interference in their inter- 
nal affairs. The endeavour to establish security in the region 
should be the responsibility of the countries surrounding the Gulf, 
the Arab Peninsula, the Horn of Africa and the parties con- 
cerned. 


The initiative of brother Ali Nasser Mohamed, the Secretary 
General of the Central Committee of the Yemeni Socialist Party, 
and Chairman of the Presidium of the People’s Supreme Council 
and Prime Minister, has been a true expression of Democratic 
Yemen’s intentions and keenness to establish security and sta- 
bility in the region. He called from the platform of the Third 
Islamic Conference in Taif for the speedy convocation of a 
summit conference embracing the countries of the Arab Gulf, the 
Arab Peninsula, the Horn of Africa and all the concerned parties 
to discuss the full liquidation of foreign bases and war fleets, 
and to urge Indian Ocean countries to pool their efforts in order 
to liquidate the foreign bases and terminate the presence of war 
fleets so that the entire region may become a zone of peace and 
security. 


In fact this call reflects Democratic Yemen’s determination 
to establish security and stability in the region, and its desire 
to see its people living secure from the fear of foreign interven- 
tion threats, particularly that there actually exists an imperialist 
threat to use force and intervention in the internal affairs of its 
peoples. 


This position is in harmony with Democratic Yemen’s aware- 
ness of the risks of regional disputes and their painful as well 
as disastrous impact on the people of the region, and how they 
may plunge the area in an abyss of chaos and tension, that 
would afford imperialism the opportunity to interfere in the 
entire region and spread its hegemony. 


The current situation in the Gulf region and the Peninsula 
not only poses a danger to its people but also threatens world 
peace. Accordingly we can assess the importance of the activity 
undertaken to contribute positively to the provision of solid basis 
to guarantee the security and stability of the region, and put 
an end to the threat to use force against its peoples and coun- 
tries, and to check the setting up of military bases there, and 
to respect their international neutral status, their independence 
and sovereignty over their natural resources. 


The initiative of comrade Leonid Brezhnev, the Secretary 
General of the Soviet Communist Party, in the Indian Parliament 
concerning the Arab Gulf region and the Indian Ocean was an 
expression of the peaceful endeavours of socialist countries, par- 
ticularly the Soviet Union, and the struggle for the liquidation of 
hotbeds of tension in the world for the sake of international 
detente and world peace. 


The struggle of the peoples of the region, their solidarity 
and the strengthening of their alliance with the forces of peace, 
democracy and socialism in the world will certainly check the 
aggressive imperialist policy, promote the national sovereignty of 
these peoples and ensure their social progress. 
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os, WORKING PAPER 


ON SOUTHEAST ASIA 


presented by the Delegation of Vietnam 


Southeast Asia, a region rich in natural resources and 
densely populated, occupies an important strategical position at 
the junction of the Pacific and Indian Oceans where major inter- 
national routes cross, the most vital of which being the oil ship- 
ping route from the Middle East and the Persian Gulf to East 
Asia and the Pacific region. 


Southeast Asia has long become a target of the US imperial- 
ists and the Peking rulers aggressive and expansionist manoeu- 
vres; especially since the end of Second World War. Back in 
1952, the National Security Council of the United States approved 
“objectives and courses of action with respect to Southeast Asia” 
as the principle world source of natural rubber and tin and pro- 
ducer of petroleum and other strategically important commodi- 
ties. The course of action outlined in this document was an essen- 
tially colonialist plan to place Southeast Asia under American 
control by every possible means. 


According to this plan, on September 8, 1954, the USA set 
up the SEATO military bloc with its seat in Bangkok, the capital 
of one of its participants : Thailand. 


Ten years later, on August 5, 1964, the USA shaped up the 
“Tonkin Gulf incident” as a pretext to launch its local war of 
ageression against Vietnam. In the course of this war, a number 
of SEATO member countries sent troops to South Vietnam to 
join US troops in massacring Vietnamese civilians. The reac- 
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tionary rulers of Thailand sent 12,000 mercenaries making up one 
army division and a number of airforce and naval units. In 1970, 
the United States disclosed it had been paying $50 millions an- 
nually for support of Thai combat division in South Vietnam. 
‘When the United States extended the war to Laos, the Thai 
government sent there 15,000 military personnel for joint action 
‘with US troops. 


An immense patriotic movement has taken place in this 
region, in which new forces appeared, especially among youth 
and students. These new forces upholding slogans demanding 
independence, democracy, peace and social progress have attract- 
ed into their movement various strata of the people including 
elements from the administration and army. These forces are 
new elements fostering qualitative changes in the region. These 
forces demand a radical change in the relations between their 
countries and the imperialist powers, first of all the USA, they 
reject unequal relations in the political, military and economic 
fields harmful to their national sovereignty, dignity and interests. 
These forces demand the development of relations with all coun- 
tries regardless of socfal regime, on the basis of equality and 
mutual interests. 


These slogans fully respond to the people’s earnest aspira- 
tions, deeply penetrate the masses and become material forces 
bringing drastic changes in the situation of certain Southeast 
Asian countries. 


The seething demonstrations by youth, students, and various 
strata of the population in Thailand, Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines in the 70’s have created a new anti-imperialist impetus, 
violently shaking pro-imperialist regimes. 


In October 1973, the students’ whirlwind-like uprising over- 
threw the Thanom Kittikachon reactionary administration, the 
US tool in Thailand. From 1974 to 1977, the US was compelled 
to sign with Thai new government treaties on ending al! military 
installations and personel from Thailand. 


In September 1975, the US had to swallow a bitter pill to 
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have the SHATO dissolved. Since Autumn 1977, the new That 
government put forth a programme of democratic reforms to 
stabilize the domestic political life and one of economic reforms 
so as to strengthen the State role in economic management and 
to restrict the role of foreign capitalist corporations in the na- 
tional economy. As for foreign policy, the new government in 
Thailand began to implement a policy of normalization with so- 
cialist countries, abrogating the prohibition of visits and trade 
with them. In 1978 and early 1979, the Thai government signed. 
with the S.R. Vietnam agreements on cooperation in commerce, 
economy, technology and science, aviation, navigation and postal 
relations. The volume of goods exchanged between the two coun- 
tries in 1978 increased 9 times in comparison with that in 1977. 


The Thai government also normalized relations with Laos, 
in June 1979 it signed a trade agreement with the government of 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Laos ; and in March 1979 
agreed with Laos on turning the Thai-Lao border into that of 
peace and friendship and opened four points on the Mekong river 
for exporting goods. 


Thailand continues the cooperation with Vietnam and Laos 
on the Mekong River Project. 


Like Thailand, the other four members of ASEAN ~— In- 
donesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Singapore also normalized 
relations with Vietnam. Vietnam Premier Pham Van Dong’s visit 
to five ASEAN countries in September and October 1978, accord- 
ing to the leaders of the five countries, was ‘a step forward, 
a historic landmark in the relations’ with Vietnam. Through 
joint statements, they unanimously hailed the mutual understand- 
ing, the friendship and mutual cooperation, agreed upon the 
settfement of all existing problems by peaceful means through 
negotiations. 


In accordance with the signed agreements, the countries have 
promoted economic and commercial cooperation with Vietnam. 
Singapore becomes an important centre in transhipping Vietnam 
exported goods and the UN aid goods to Vietnam. The volume 
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of goods exchanged between Vietnam and Singapore has increas- 
ed 10 times from 1973 to 1976. 


The development of allsided relations among Southeast 
Asian countries is beneficial to the exploitation of their rich 
national resources, contributing to the development of their eco- 
nomic potentialities, the consolidation of their political indepen- 
dence and the progress towards a peaceful, independent and 
neutral Southeast Asia, thereby contributing to the deepening 
of the process of detente and the defence of world peace. 


We may consider as a manifestation of the same trend the 
Declaration on Concord adopted by the ASEAN Summit Con- 
ference held in Bali (Indonesia) in late Feb. 1976 stressing their 
wish “‘to create favourable conditions for the establishment and 
development of peaceful cooperation between Southeast Asian 
countries on the basis of mutual respect and interests”. 


However, this trend goes counter to the ambitions of im- 
perialist and reactionary forces, first and foremost the US and 
Peking rulers. These forces have been pursuing a scheme to sow 
dissidence and confrontation among Southeast Asian countries, 
causing destabilized situation so as to snatch a chance to inter- 
fere in their internal affairs and to achieve their aggressive and 
hegemonist aims. 


In 1978, the US put pressure on the Thai government to 
abandon the tendency toward peace and neutrality, and to allow 
the US to use its former military bases in Thailand. In 1979, 
similar pressure was used to compel the Philippines government 
to agree to the use of US military bases in this country. The 
USA also wishes to make ASEAN replace SEATO as a military 
bloc, increasing arms sales to its members. In 1980, the ASEAN 
countries’ purchase of arms reached 5.5 billion dollars, Thailand 
alone spent 450 million dollars for such purchase in 1980, four 
times bigger than that in 1977. In 1980, Thai army units and US 
marines held joint exercises. US warships frequently call at 
ASEAN ports. In September 1980, Albert Trost, commander of 
the US 7th Fleet, paid visits to certain ASEAN countries. These 
acts aimed at tying ASEAN to the US strategy in the Pacific 
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and Indian oceans. The Pentagon is now using the naval base in 
Subic Bay and the Clarkfield airbase in the Philippines as tran- 
shipment points in the dispatch of marines from Hawaii to the 
Persian Gulf, and regards these bases as strong points for the 
projected Rapid Deployment Forces extended for Southeast Asia. 


US strategists also reserved an important role to Singapore 
for the realization of their military plans in Southeast Asia. At 
present, modern jet fighters are being manufactured in Singa- 
pore under US licences. The Far Eastern Economic Review (Oct. 
24, 1980 issue) quoted a CLA document which anticipated that 
Singapore would play an ever more important role as a supplier 
of arms to ASEAN countries, thereby as a vehicle of US interests 
in Southeast Asia. This document estimated that Singapore’s 
role “if developed far enough could give Singapore leverage with 
neighbouring States by making them dependent on Singapore for 
needed arms, spare parts and ammunitions’”. Prompted by this 
very ambition, the Singapore authorities have acted in concert 
with US imperialism in the tension and conflict — instigating 
policy in Southeast Asia, at the same time, sided with Chinese 
hegemonists in the policy of setting the ASEAN countries against 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea. 


The extreme hostile attitude of Thai and Singapore autho- 
rities towards the three Indo-Chinese countries in the so-called 
“Kampuchea problem”, especially against Vietnam, a country that 
has defeated the two wars of aggression unleashed by US im- 
perialists and Peking hegemonists, is a further proof of the 
“coincidence” of US and Chinese interests in Southeast Asia. This 
very “coincidence” has pushed the USA and China close to each 
other, acting hand in glove with each other both politically and 
militarily, urged the US to support China’s aggression against 
Vietnam, and China to welcome US “presence” in the Pacific 
area. 


The situation in Kampuchea has now stabilized. We are 
witnessing the miraculous rebirth of the Kampuchean people 
from the depths of the Pol Pot hell. They are eagerly discussing 
the new constitution and prepare to hold general election to elect 
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their legitimate representatives. The only part of Kampuchean 
territory still experiencing instability lies along its border with 
Thailand. The instability there is due to the fact that the Thai 
government under the pressure of the US and China, has allowed 
the Pol Pot remnants and other Khmer reactionary forces to use 
sanctuaries in Thailand to sabotage the rebirth of the Kampu- 
chean people. 


The third conference of the Indo-Chinese Foreign Ministers 
held in Ho Chi Minh city on January 27-28, 1981 once more 
proposed the signing of a bilateral treaty of peaceful coexistence 
with China and suggested a conference consisting of the 3 Indo- 
Chinese States and the 5 ASEAN countries in order to settle the 
problems of concern to all sides. 


Some years ago, the mass media in Indonesia denounced the 
US intention to turn ASEAN into a military alliance bloc to serve 
US aggressive schemes. “To found a military bloc against the 
other side will cause a similar response from those who cons‘der 
it a threat to them... This will not only fail to bring about peace 
and security but further aggravate suspicions and tensions” said 
the Angkatan Bersenjata newspaper. 


Thanat Khoman, deputy Premier of Thailand, suggested 
that the Thai government should accept Kampuchea’s proposal 
to set up a demilitarized zone on both sides of the border between 
the two countries and station U.N. observers there. 


Panya review on November 1i, 1920 remarked “Thailand 
as well as ASEAN' has gone the wrong way, playing into the 
Chinese’s hands as they intended to prolong the conflict on Thai 
border and if possible would make Thailand a belligerent country. 
In such circumstances, to carry out the so-called ‘‘ccommitment”’ 
to support Thailand,’ China would bring its army, arms and 
means of war into Thailand. 


Merdeka’s editorial (Indonesia) dated February 22, 1981 laid 
bare Peking’s plot to use Sihanouk card to rally hostile forces 
against the Kampuchean people in the so-called “the United Front 
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for Liberation of Kampuchea” and reminded ASEAN that “the 
ASEAN countries must hold talks with Vietnam to settle this 
problem and ASEAN must not be turned into an instrument to 
serve Peking’s interests as Peking has constantly been threaten- 
ing peace and stability in Southeast Asia”. 


Dialogue instead of confrontation; good neighbouring rela- 
tions instead of tension and conflict. The Final Declaration by 
the Non-Aligned countries Foreign Ministers’ Conference in New 
Delhi in February 1981 also called upon the countries in this re- 
gion to carry out dialogues. That is the correct line to build South- 
east Asia into a peaceful, stable region, corresponding to the 
earnest aspiration of the 300 millions of Southeast Asia people. 
Any administration that runs counter to the aspiration would 
‘encounter a vigorous resistance from the people and be over- 
thrown in the long run. 
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a WORKING PAFER 


ON THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


presented by the Indian delegation 


L&E TS Nf RS eS SESS 


Looking back on the situation in southeast Asia cver the 
past 35 years, we can clearly see that the lack of peace and se- 
curity in this region stems from the policy of aggression and in- 
tervention of the imperialist forces and hegemonism of a country 
which considers itself the centre of the world. On the other hand 
the Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean peoples and the peoples 
of the countries in Southeast Asia are the victims. By their per- 
severing struggle which defeated new and old forms of colonialism 
and expansionism, the Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean peoples 
have defended their national independence, and at the same time, 
made a contribution to the defence of peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia and the rest of the world. 


It is well known that over the past 35 years, the peoples of 
three Indochinese countries have endured great sacrifices in 
fighting for their independence against bloody aggression by the 
colonialists, imperialists ‘and expansionists. However, to cover 
up their criminal activities, the aggressors have always hidden 
behind the signboards of opposing aggression, defending the 
right to self-determination and defending human rights to oppose 
the three Indochinese peoples. At present, they do not hesitate 
to openly support the genocidal Pol Pot gang — the bloodiest 
violators of human rights in this century — and work against the 
Kampuchean people and other Indochinese peoples as they have 
supported the South African racists, the Chilean fascists and the 
Israeli aggressors, while claiming themselves to be in the fore- 
front of the defence of human rights in the world. 


While we spoke of the situation in Asia we should also men- 
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tion clearly the situation in Kampuchea. I mention the situation 
in Kampuchea not because there are new events in Kampuchea 
but because there is a big battle in the UN and the non-aligned 
‘movement about the seat of Kampuchea, and this cannot be tole- 
rated. That there are forces still (whether they are majority or 
minority, this is not the problem) uptil now which try to give the 
seat to a regime which probably through centuries of develop- 
ment or civilization of the world have never equalled in atrocities 
and horror, a regime which within a span of four years have an- 
nihilated almost half the Kampuchean people. I am not reporting 
press news — we have sent AAPSO delegations twice or three 
times, on a big international presentation and they have seen the 
mass graves, the cemeteries, the tortures, the killing, the annihi- 
lation of the intellectuals, even of people who can merely read 
and write, of professionals, doctors, etc We have seen all. 
Even before the victory of the Kampuchean people in 1979 we 
have sent a delegation to Vietnam within the preparation 
measures for our Presidium, we have seen refugee camps of the 
Kampucheans who fled from the terror of Pol Pot and Sari. That 
was also shown to the whole -vorld. There are many bourgeois 
writers in France and other c-untries who wrote about the geno- 
cidal massacres in Kampuchea. How can we be silent about the 
pretence that Pol Pot — Yeng Sari are the true and real repre- 
sentative of Kampuchean people ? On what logic ? On what prin- 
eiples ? On what basis the UN takes such a resolution? If it is 
not from the political point of view it would be on the bases of 
civilization, of humanity, that now, in the last two decades of the 
20th Century, after we have gone through the whole complex 
path of civilization, we witness a regime that goes back to me- 
‘dieval norms, have its seat in the UN. AAPSO will continue to 
fight against the Po! Pot—Yeng Sari regime, against the policy 
of China supporting this regime and against all those who sup- 
port such a genocidal regime contrary to civilized norms and to 
all international human rights. It is on human right issues that 
we should speak and not to be diverted by fallacious pretences 
the imperialist are advocating. The non-aligned movement should 
take a stronger policy and to be honest to its principles of non- 
alignment. That is why we shall continue to support Kampuchea; 
we shall continue to support, even more, Vietnam; we shall con- 
‘tinue to support, even more, Laos. 
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(Excerpt from the address by Mr. Nouri Abdul Razzak— 
Acting Secretary General of the AAPSO at the Eighth 
Presidium Meeting) 

Nicosia —- Cyprus, 6-7 December 1980. 


xk kk * 


The key to the Kampuchean issue is to cease the hostile 
policy of the international reactionary forces against Kampu- 
chea, Laos and Vietnam. The presence of Vietnamese armed 
forces in Kampuchea is aimed at opposing the threat of expan- 
sionism at the request of the Prople’s Revolutionary Council of 
Kampuchea, the Vietnamese armed forces will withdraw from 
Kampuchea as soon as that threat no longer exists and as soon 
as the People’s Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea requests. It 
is clear to the whole world that the Pol Pot clique is a horde of 
culprits with no place in Kampuchea, however, their supporters 
have tried to misinterpret the presence of Vietnamese armed 
forces in Kampuchea in the hope of: maintaining their presence 
at the United Nations and continuing to use them as an instru- 
ment against the Kampuchean people and peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 


“Vietnamese troops have been in Kampuchea only for a little 
more than a year, whereas Southeast Asia has not seen peace 
and stability for forty years. The serious instability in many 
Southeast Asian countries at present had nothing to do with the 
Situation in Kampuchea and the real causes lay in the colonial 
wars waged by French, British and Dutch colonialists, U.S. wars 
of aggression, the existence of foreign military bases and troops, 
unending civil wars and rebellions instigated by Peking in Burma, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand, and Peking mastermind- 
ed subversive activities in Indonesia. 


About the allegation that Vietnam and Kampuchea were 
threatening Thailand, the reality is that the three Indochinese 
countries had never committed aggression against Thailand, but 
Thailand had many times invaded them. Thailand has three times 
invaded Vietnam in the past three centuries. It has been the main 
aggressor of Kampuchea and Laos which it has always regarded’ 
as vassal countries in its sphere of influence. In the past decades 
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Thailand has twice joined Japan and the United States in aggres- 
sion against Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos. Regarding Vietnam, 
China has been its main aggressor. 


(Excerpt from Vietnamese Ambassador Ha Van Lau 
at the UN General Assembly, October 15th 1980 session). 


x «* * 


The question of the legitimacy of the Heng Samrin govern- 
ment has been received by the severest of judges — the Kampu- 
chean people. To accept that is to display objectivity and political 
wisdom. To reject it is to engage in unprincipled politicking and 
detract from the reputation of one’s country by willingly or un- 
willingly supporting a regime of genocide. 


Now as to the independence of the present government and 
the presence of the Vietnamese troops, two points that figure 
prominently in the arguments of Pol Pot supporters. Yes there 
are Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea. But their presence only 
proves the independence and responsibility of the People’s Revo- 
lutionary Council, the legitimate government of Kampuchea. Heng 
Samrin, the leader of People’s Kampuchea, and his colleagues 
have repeatedly stated that the government will decide when and 
to what extent, the Vietnamese forces will be withdrawn when 
their presence is no longer needed. 


One might ask in this context, is the West German govern- 
ment, for instance, independent, considering that there are 
NATO, including Canadian troops on its territory? U.S. troops 
are deployed in dozen of countries. Does that mean that they are 
not independent? And why did no one in the West question the 
independence of tiie Pol Pot regime when it invited thousands of 
Chinese military “advisers” to Kampuchea? 


Of course, everyone is entitled to see what he wants to see, 
and to shut his eyes to what he does not like. 


(New Times — October 1980 — No. 40. ‘Taking up a 
Point” — by Yuri Tavrovsky). 
kk * 

The delegation has witnessed the rebirth of normal life, 
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notably in Phnom Penh though still short of people after having 
been totally empty of its population one year ago. The delegation 
has visited numerous schools, hospitals, industrial enterprises — 
all paralysed during the Pol Pot regime — which are today work- 
ing almost normally. The delegation expresses its admiration of 
the work of national reconstruction carried out by the United 
National Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea (UNFSK) with 
the support and indispensable material assistance coming from 
Vietnam, the Soviet Union, other socialist countries and some in- 
ternational organisations... 


Basing on its own observations, the delegation views that 
it is completely unrealistic to ignore the effectiveness and legiti- 
macy of the present government of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea which has been in power since one year. Refusal to 
recognise it constitutes an hostile act against the surviving people 
of Kampuchea in their struggle for a new life. The delegation ap- 
peals to all peace and freedom-loving countries in all continents, 
especially to the member-states of the Non-aligned movement 
to extend their recognition to the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea, without any further delay. 


(Excerpt from the Appeal of the international delega- 
tion of AAPSO, visiting Kampuchea from 4th to 11th 
January 1980). 


3. In order to restore peace and stavility in South EKas' 
Asia, it is essential that China put an end to its hostile policy 
towards the three Indochinese peoples and its policy of inter- 
ference in the region. The three Indochinese countries and China 
are close neighbours whose relationship dates back to time imme- 
morial. The peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea always 
treasure their traditional friendship with the Chinese people. Pro- 
ceeding from the policy of peace and friendship and by their 
goodwill, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Lao People’s De- 
mocratic Republic and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea an- 
nounce their readiness to sign with the People’s Republic of 
China bilateral treaties of peaceful co-existence based on the prin- 
ciples of strict respect for each other’s independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; non aggression against each other, non 
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interference in each other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual 
benefit, good neighbourliness and settlement of all disputes hy 
peaceful means ...... 


4. Although differing in political and social systems and on 
various questions, the Indochinese countries, and the ASEAN 
countries share common basic interests, i.e. regional peace, sta- 
bility, friendship and cooperation, vital conditions for maintain- 
ing national independence and security and for developing pros- 
perity and happiness in their countries, each in its own way. In 
the interests of their own peoples and of the region as a whole, 
the Indochinese countries and the ASEAN countries should eli- 
minate the attempts at interference and divisiveness by other 
countries and should not let difference and disagreements affect 
the relations of friendship and cooperation between the two 
groups so that South East Asia may develop into a zone of peace,. 
stability and prosperity. 


... In this spirit, Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea propose: 


a) A regional conference be held between the two groups — 
the Indochinese countries and the ASEAN countries — to dis- 
cuss problems of mutual concern in the interests of peace, sta- 
bility, friendship and cooperation in South East Asia ......... 


b) ‘After the countries of the groups conclude a treaty on 
peace and stability in South East Asia, a broad international con- 
ference will be convened with the purpose of recognising and 
guaranteeing that treaty. 


Excerpt from the Statement of Indochinese Ministers’ 


Conference. 
Ho Chi Minh City — January 23, 1981. 
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a a ee ee « WORKING PAPER 


ON INDIAN OCEAN AS A ZONE OF PEACE 


‘presented by A. Aziz, Secretary General, Afro-Asian 
Solidarity Association of Sri Lanka 


At the outset, permit me to congratulate the President, the 
‘Government and the people of Democratic Republic of Yemen 
for hosting such an important meeting of the AAPSO. At a time 
‘when international tensions in the world generally and in the 
Indian Ocean region in particular are very high and when the 
‘war drums are beating in the area, convening this meeting 
assumes still greater significance for the people of the area. As 
such the far-sightedness of the young-leadership of People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen to host this conference here lends 
credit to their ability to play their role adequately and effec- 
tively in a country which is so strategically placed in the Indian 
‘Ocean. 


Aden, which was only 13 years ago a vital link in the im- 
perialist chain in the control of the Indian Ocean, is today not 
only liberated but is playing its role on the side of progressive 
forces and enjoys a pride of place in the vanguard of the great 
movements of the people in the region. Though surrounded by 
forces of reaction on all sides, it is to its credit that it is keeping 
its head erect and is carrying on the struggle for freedom, sove- 
reignty, independence and a socialist transformation of society. 


Therefore it is in the fitness of things that such an important 
meeting of the AAPSO should be held in Aden. It is also im- 
portant for Aden that this conference should be held here in 
order that Aden may receive international support under the 
aegis of a great peoples’ movement like the Afro-Asian Peoples’ 
Solidarity Organisation (AAPSO). It would not be out of place 
also to recognise the fact that AAPSO too has shown its great 
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wisdom and its spirit of unerring judgment in selecting Aden as 
a venue of this great historic meeting at a time when imperialist 
provocative manoeuvres are being accelerated. 


THE INDIAN OCEAN 


The Indian Ocean and its seas have an area of 75 million 
square kilometers. It is about one-fifth of the area of the oceans 
of the world. The first study of the waters and bed relief of the 
Indian Ocean was made about a century ago by an oceanographic 
expedition aboard the ship Challenger. In 1886 an expedition on 
board the German ship Basel worked in the southern part of 
the ocean while another, on board the Russian ship Vityaz under 
Admiral Makarov, conducted extensive surveys in the northern 
part. Russian, British, German and American expeditions explor- 
ed the Indian Ocean in the years that followed. However, a multi- 
purpose study began only in 1960, when American, French and 
Soviet research vessels mapped the main features of the ocean 
bottom. 


There is historical evidence of maritime navigation of the 
earliest periods which had helped to spread culture and civiliza- 
tion from one state to another along the shores of the Indian 
Ocean, e.g. Hindu influences are to be found in Bali in Indonesia. 
Then the early Chinese travellers came to India, as ambassadors 
of culture. The early Chinese mariners are credited with the in- 
vention of navigational instruments such as the mariners com- 
pass, etc. 


The Arab nations too carried their trade and commerce to 
far off lands, along with their culture and way of life around 
the Indian Ocean. The lands around the Indian Ocean have given 
rise to great religions and philosophies such as Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Islam. 


Today’s scientific excavations are able to link the civiliza- 
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tions of Babylon, Mahanjodero, Harappa, and Dravidian and the 
early Javanese in a way that these could have been possible only 
with the peaceful navigation by the peoples of the world as 
known in those times. The great centres of human civilization 
and thought have been on the shores of the Indian Ocean. 


This pattern of peace in the Indian Ocean was shattered at 
the end of the 15th century with the arrival of the Portuguese 
naval power. 


In the 16th century the Portuguese took control af Socotra 
and Ormuz in the Western part of the Indian Ocean and Malacca 
in the Eastern part and later Ceylon. They thereby completed 
their control over the Indian Ocean. 


The Portuguese were followed later by the Dutch, French 
and the British. With the advent of these colonising forces the 
entire pattern of life in the lands around the Indian Ocean 
changed. 


In the 19th century, after the French fleet was annihilated 
in Trafalgar in 1805, Great Britain became the only naval power 
of the world. It was the century in which Britania ruled the 
waves. As a result of this unprecedented naval power, it was 
possible for Britain to turn the Indian Ocean into a British Lake. 
No other European nation had as much impact in the vast 
Oceanic surface, nor in the lands adjacent to it. 


The one development in the 19th century which affected 
the Indian Ocean, was the construction of the Suez Canal, which 
further strengthened the British hold on the seas. With her 
unchallenged supremacy in the Mediterranean and with the acqui- 
sition of authority over Egypt and the annexation of Cyprus, the 
Mediterranean route to India became a private subway for Bri- 
tain, with controls at different stages — Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, 
Port Said and Aden. The Red Sea became an exclusively British 
sea lane bolted and barred at both entrances. Aden assumed the 
importance it possessed in the past during the time of Egyptian 
and Arabian navigation in the Indian Ocean. 
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It was the effective control of the Indian Ocean which gave 
British imperialism its might and its prosperity. 


We should also recall what life was endured by the people 


4s 


of the littoral states during the period of colonial hegemony. 


The culture and civilization that flourished were trampled 
under the Jack boots of the conquerors; trade and commerce 
were forcibly taken over, causing great suffering among the 
people; the independence and sovereignty of the States were sup- 
pressed and oppressed. The human dignity and self-respect of the 
people around this region were abused. The once proud nations 
in lands bordering the Indian Ocean were made to live as serfs 
serving their colonial masters. 


By the latter part of the 19th and in the early twentieth 
century, voices of protest and revolt began to be heard in the 
colonial territories of the imperialists. Merciless attempts were 
made by the imperialists to drown these persistent clamours for 
freedom and independence. Machine guns and canons were used 
to stifle non-violent movements ; great massacres and tortures 
were unleashed on those rebelling against the humiliation of 
being third rate citizens in their own native lands. 


After centuries of subjugation and humiliation, the peoples 
around the Indian Ocean were able to regain their sovereignty 
and independence at the cost of great struggle, sacrifices and 
loss of large number of human lives of the patriotic fighters in 
these countries. 


In many of those once colonial empires of the imperialists, 
what was achieved was political independence as the imperialists 
and colonialists had not released their stranglehold on the econo- 
mic life lives of these lands. The hold the colonialists had on the 
economic resources and the means of production, gave them an 
opportunity to interfere in their political life. Attempts were 
made to influence and shape the personages and the policies of 
these sovereign states. Political corruption, intrigues and con- 
spiracies were set in motion to install and protect feudal and 
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reactionary elements in these lands to safeguard the vested in- 
terests of the imperialists and to continue the economic exploi- 
tation of the wealth of the people. Protracted struggles had to 
be waged to dislodge this economic stranglehold. 


There appeared on the horizon, thereafter, a new pheno- 
menon, the Neo-Colonialists, who brought their multi-national 
corporations and financial empires. They are now trying to 
establish “Banana Republics’, as they did in parts of Latin 
America. 


The progressive forces in the world have not forgotten how 
such neo-colonialists had murdered Patrice Lumumba, Salvador 
Allende and caused the bloody war in Katanga. They dragged 
Mossadeq of Iran in chains through the streets of Teheran, 
and then had him jailed till death. 


Events of the 20th century, leading to the very near-end of 
colonialism, have pushed the imperialist forces and United States 
particularly to find alternative neo-colonialist measures to reas- 
sert their control and suzerainty of the world’s peoples by con- 


trolling the means of communication and the pathways of trade. 
The very first attempts made by US imperialism was to 
involve the newly liberated countries in defence pacts such as 
CENTO and SEATO. This was resisted by progressive forces and, 
in fact, non-alignment was born to counter the creation of inter- 
national relations through imperialist-designed defence pacts. 


Thereafter US imperialism is now resorting to the establish- 
ment of strategic bases. The conversion of the Indian Ocean into 
strategic militarised area has threatened not only the economic 
wealth of the people but also has endangered the political sove- 
reignty and independence of these States. 


The Diego Garcia base specially with its long range bomber 
squadrons and nuclear capability not only threatens the littoral 
States around the Indian Ocean but also those in the hinterland. 


With such military might the freedom of navigation in the 
Indian Ocean by all States has been placed in jeopardy. 
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This will only assist in entrenching the feudal and other 
reactionary elements and also prevent the progressive and patrio- 
tic masses achieving their aspirations. The nuclearisation of the 
Indian Ocean is a grave threat to the people of the littoral States. 


The Indian Ocean is an area of the greatest security concern 
for all the littoral states of the Indian Ocean. The Indian Ocean 
is surrounded by lands in which nearly half the population of 
the world lives. It has great quantities of raw materials and 
other natural resources. The littoral states around the Indian 
Ocean have more than half the world oil resources. With the 
natural fibres, rubber and tea and tin, it has over 75% of the 
world’s resources, besides many other raw materials required by 
the industrialist West. If the people are to get a fair price for 
their products so as to help uplift the social, educational, cultural 
and economic life of their peoples, then they must be allowed to 
charter a course towards the fulfilment of their aspirations. 


In 1971, Sri Lanka took the initiative to put to the United 
Nations Organisation the proposal of Indian Ocean as a Zone of 
Peace. It was in that year that the plenary sessions of the UN 
made the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace. 
The resolution No. 2832 (XXVI) of the General Assembly of the 
UN declared : 


‘Recalling the Declaration of the Third Conference of Heads 
of State or Government of Non-Aligned countries, held at Lusaka 
from = to 10 September 1970, calliag upon all States to consider 
and respect the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace from which 
great power rivalries and competition as well as bases conceived 
in the context to such rivalries and competition should be ex- 
cluded and declaring that the area should also be free of nuclear 
weapons, 


“Convinced of the desirability of ensuring the maintenance 
of such conditions in the Indian Ocean area by means other than 
military alliances as such alliances entail financial and other 
obligations that call for the diversion of the limited resources of 
the States of the area from the more compelling and productive 
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task of economic and social reconstruction and could further in- 
volve them in the rivalries of power blocs in a manner preju- 
dicial to their independence and freedom of action, thereby in- 
creasing international tensions, 


“Concerned at recent developments that portend the exten- 
sion of the arms race into the Indian Ocean area, thereby posing 
a serious threat to the maintenance of such conditions in the 
area, 


“Convinced that the establishment of a zone of peace in the 
Indian Ocean would contribute towards arresting such develop- 
ments, relaxing international tensions and strengthening interna- 
tional peace and security, 


“Convinced further that the establishment of a zone of peace 
in an extensive geographical area in the one region could have 
a beneficial influence on the establishment of permanent univer- 
sal peace based on equal rights and justice for all, in accord- 
ance with tke purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations : 


1. Solemnly declares that the Indian Ocean, within limits to 
be determined, together with the air space above and the 
ocean floor subjacent thereto, is hereby designated for 
all time as a zone of peace ; 


2. Calls upon the great powers, in conformity with this De- 
claration, to enter into immediate consultations with the 
littoral States of the Indian Ocean...... i‘ 


10 years have passed since the ad hoc Committee of the UN 
has been unsuccessfully functioning without any dent in the acti- 
vities of the imperialist manoeuvres in the region. In fact the 
imperialists have virtually prevented the proper functioning of 
the ad hoc Committee. According to reports they have secretly 
obstructed the functioning of it also. While the bases like the 
Diego Garcia have been further strengthened militarily and in 
naval, air force and nuclear capacity, new bases have been built 
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in Bahrain and in Messira in Oman and a chain in Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia and Kenya. 


Therefore this Council meeting of AAPSO demands the dis- 
mantling of all these imperialist military establishments and the 
removal of all naval and air forces from the Indian Ocean region 
and supports the UN call which was first initiated by the former 
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka to declare the Indian Ocean as a 
Zone of Peace. 


The resolution of the United Nations is an approval of the 
entire world to this demand that the Indian Ocean should become 
a Zone of Peace. What remains to be done is to give pith and 
content to this resolution by implementing the declaration of the 
UN, made a decade earlier. I am happy that Sri Lanka is the 
chairman of the UN Committee for the implementation of the 
UN' resolution. The UN Conference to implement the Declaration 
of Indian Ocean a Peace Zone is to be held this year in Colombo. 
It is an urgent necessity to hold this Conference not merely to 
underline the urgency of implementing the resolution, but to take 
concrete steps to implement the resolution. It involves a strong 
and persistent demand for the dismantling of big power bases in 
the Indian Ocean. 


Imperialist interests are opposed to the holding of the con- 
ference, for they fear the voice of the people and the voice of 
peace in the midst of their diabolical plans to convert the ocean 
into a theatre of war. Attempts are being made to scuttle the 
Conference. Imperialist suggestions are being made that the UN 
Conference should be postponed. We, of the AAPSO, must de- 
mand that the UN Conference be held in Sri Lanka as scheduled. 
We must encourage and support the genuine practical steps the 
conference will take in ensuring the implementation of the resolu- 
tion of United Nations. 


How are we, who gathered here, going to ensure that our 
demands of today will become the reality of tomorrow? Afro- 
Asian people and their philosophies have time and again proved 
to mankind that what prevails ultimately is the moral force of 
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the millions of mankind. The Afro-Asian people have to face the 
nuclear bombs and other destructive technology of the imperial- 
ists. With our moral force to peace, harmony and progress, we 
are the voice of humanity. We are the mouthpieces of the mil- 
lions of hungry, starving under-nourished and illiterate men, wo- 
men and children, emerging out of the oppressive darkness of 
colonialism. Crying in anguish that we be allowed to grow and 
develop and enjoy and use nature’s bounty as best as we could, 
we do not want bombers and nuclear arsenals, bases and aircraft 
carriers and missile carriers. We want to be left in peace to. 
develop and fashion our lives in the manner best suited to our 
resources, abilities and philosophies. 


Our resolutions, our demands and our faith slant from the 
sincere and genuine needs of our people and the will of the 
people must prevail over everything else. We must make it pre- 
vail. The most pressing demand of all life and all people is peace 
whether it is in Indian Ocean or anywhere else. 


Long live Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace! 
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———_—_-—__————— WORKING PAPER. 


ON DECOLONIALIZATION 
IN THE MEDIA DOMAIN 


presented by P.R.D. of Yemen 


The struggle of the independent developing countries for the 
consumation of their economic emancipation, maintenance of 
their sovereignty and independence and for securing their effec- 
tive participation in creating the conditions for cultural develop-. 
ment for all the peoples and nations of the world under the. 
umbrella of peace and social progress acquires several dimen-. 
sions. As these countries, in co-operation with the socialist coun- 
tries, struggle for peace and forwarding off the dangers of a 
nuclear war through the establishment of a new world order of 
international political and economic relations, they equally 
struggle against all forms of cultural imperialism and psycholo- 
gical alienation, exercised by the imperialist forces, through 
the capitalist monopolies’ activity, the relation which orient the 
imperialist media activity against the struggle of the developing 
countries for stabilizing their political, economic and cultural in- 
dependence along the path of building their new life. 


The imperialist media monopolies have harnessed the achie- 
vements of science and technology in the mass media domain to 
serve the political, military and economic targets of the imperial- 
ist forces’ aggressive strategy. The achievements of the mass 
media technology could have been an effective means for the 
defusion and development of culture, literature, art and science 
for lightening the relations of understanding, exchange of infor- 
mation and experiences among peoples towards democratic inno- 
vation of human civilization. Instead, the imperialist monopolies 
have distorted the human facade of the mass media through the 
role played by the imperialist information media to impede the 
developing countries’ struggle for elimination of the remnants of 
colonialism in the cultural domain, development of their national 
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culture and education of their peoples in the spirit of friendship, 
internationalist understanding and solidarity and peace. 


It goes without saying, comrades and friends, that the exten- 
sive plunder of the colonial countries and peoples by the colonial- 
ist and imperialist forces has led to the acquisition by the im- 
perialist information media monopolies of a characteristic titanic 
concentration of experiences, financial and technical potentials, 
continental and international broadcast and TV networks, speedy 
and portable printing machines and sophisticated computers. This 
has provided a wide scope for the imperialist information activity 
to exercise a world-wide manipulation. 


Also, this has provided opportunities for it forms an almost 
international cartel in most of the developing countries where 
the imperialist information media and news agencies control the 
process of information channelling and the information defusion 
processes beamed to the developing countries in spite of the fact 
that these have established national news agencies which meet 
some objective difficulties that disable them vis-a-vis the activities 
of the litanic information media monopolies. 


The imperialist information media activities which cover 
extensive areas of the world have now become a stumbling block 
in the course of the struggle for liberation, progress, peace and 
fairplay among the world’s states and peoples. This is attributed 
to the role they play in the brain distortion and psychological 
warfare against the developing countries, dissemination of 
forgeries and lies about the current developments in the inter- 
national community, mispresentation of the new life of the so- 
cialist countries and imposition of blackout on the news on the 
world national liberation movements just struggle and successes 
in the political, economic and cultural fields. 


With the increasingly growing role played by the mass 
media in orienting the course of the international life, the struggle 
for a new international information order has acquired remark- 
able importance in the developing and socialist countries which 
co-operate, in a constructive way and on equal terms, to break 
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the siege imposed by the international capitalist monopolies on 
the process of information defusion and exchange. This should 
be done through promoting their national media and setting up. 
of their regional and international media agencies that would 
perform their functions along the guidelines of their common 
aims and the vital interests of mankind towards building a world 
free of wars, concerns and injustices. 


As is known, the independent developing countries have 
exerted fruitful efforts pending construction and development of 
their information media, for liberating them from foreign domi- 
nation and for orienting them to serve the cause of furthering 
the national, regional integration and international co-operation. 
Similarly, the new international information order concept elabo- 
rated by the developing and socialist countries has had a wide 
scope in the resolutions of the UN, UNESCO and the non-align- 
ment group. Nevertheless, world imperialism, particularly U.S. 
imperialism, has reiterated its rejection of this concept, substitut- 
ing it by its notorious free-communication one which practically 
means giving the capitalist information media monopolies free 
play to interfere in the domestic affairs of the developing and 
poor countries and to have control over the international media. 


The developing countries success in attaining political inde- 
pendence and in carrying on the struggle for the consumation 
of economic emancipation and the achievement of their peoples’ 
independent social progress pose to them intricate tasks the axis 
of which is to better man’s life in these countries, man who is 
the object and subject of the revolutionary change. This leads 
to a shift in the struggle against the imperialist countries towards 
combating the remnants of cultural imperialism in the develop- 
ing countries that is reflected in illiteracy, ignorance, poverty, 
technical backwardness, lack of practical experience and in their 
dependence on read-made culture and information. 


This leads to a hot confrontation with the imperialist colo- 
nialist media which uses the latest achievements of science and 
technology ag the imperialist information and advertising ap- 
paratus tries to subvert the developing countries’ efforts which 
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aim at rebirth of man. In doing so, this apparatus displays in- 
human functions in connection with cultural defiguration, em- 
ploying its available means in exporting the values and culture 
of the capitalist system which passes at a stage of civilizational 
and cultural decay and advocating a consumption society in the 
developing countries copying the capitalist countries’ life style in 
order to nourish the consumption bias with a view to impeding 
their struggle for economic and independent development. 


The developing countries struggle against the remnants of 
colonialism in the cultural domain is deemed a precondition for 
the realization of independent economic development, security 
and stability for their peoples. This makes them join the socialist 
countries in a united front against the imperialist media mono- 
polies. 


We, in Democratic Yemen, view the struggle of the develop- 
ing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America for a new inter- 
national information order as part and parcel of their just 
struggle for a new international order of political and economic 
relations among the world’s nations, this struggle which receives 
support from the peoples of the socialist countries, all peace and 
progress-loving people of the world. All the fredom —, social- 
isrh — and peace-loving forces of the world are assigned the task 
of enhancing the struggling solidarity for restructuring the pre- 
sent international information order to ensure intensification of 
the quest for liquidation of the remnants of cultural colonialism 
and broadening the world anti-imperialist front. 
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WORKING PAPER 


ON IMPERIALIST MASS MEDIA, COMMUNICATIONS 
AND AGGRESSION ON PEOPLES 


presented by the Democratic Party of Guinea 


The general assessment of the present international situa- 
tion reveals that one of the brave features of the world today 
is the irreversible advances of peoples on the path of freedom, 
independence, socialism and peace. World imperialism is being 
confronted by an intensifying revolutionary movement of the 
peoples, for their national and social liberation, for sovereignty 
over their national demographic as well as material resources, 
and for putting an end to disproportionate, unfair and unequal 
International relations. 


Since the end of II World War, in particular, nearly 99 coun- 
tries freed themselves of colonialism and have been struggling 
in various ways for a progressive transformation of society. The 
world is changing, revolutionizing its structures, it is witnessing 
the extension and consolidation of the Non-alignment movement, 
which englobes today the majority of States in the world, such 
states that do not want to relinquish their sovereignty and iden- 
tity, rejecting imperialist domination, and refusing to be used as 
driving belts for imperialist policy. Owing to the Non-alignment 
movement, the peoples’ struggle and revendications for a new 
order based on justice, independence, solidarity and peace are 
intensifying this globa. 


This global and multi-faceted revolutionary movement with- 
in each nation as well as on worldwide scale arouses the anxiety 
and fears of world imperialism, renders our epoch a time of 
intense and bitter class-struggle at both the national and inter- 
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national levels. Imperialism is using all available means with a 
view to opposing these global changes, impeding the revolutionary 
process the world over, restoring its lost positions and holding 
to them. Thus, one of the key methods of the imperialist ma- 
chinery, aimed at calling into question the historic gains of peo- 
ples, is the intensive and reactionary deployment of mass-media. 
This deployment assumes the dimensions of a real ideological war, 
waged against the will for liberation which pervades Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 


The fact that imperialism is placing information and com- 
munication at the centre of the struggle against the forces of 
progress in the world shows that it is fully aware of the strategic 
importance of the matter at stake. 


In his address to the 21st session of UNESCO General Con- 
ference, the First Leader of the Revolution, Comrade President. 
Ahmed Sekou Toure underlined this by saying, ‘Information at 
the same time relates to the ideological, political, cultural, eco- 
nomic scientific and technical spheres. Today, due to the large 
means created by science, technology and industry, it has be- 
come pervading, pursuing man wherever he goes, captivating and 
burying him. It has an anaesthesic and pervasive effect: it can 
mobilize people for resistance or for undertaking tasks. It can 
make man more useful to society. 


Manipulation of men and societies is programmed through 
information, in the same way as machines are programmed for 
production. 


Information, or social communications are in fact the tech- 
nical means of mass communication, the mass-media whether 
audio-visual or printed (written). But it is above all the content 
of the message, its dynamic and edifying objectivity, its adequate 
form, the truth of what is disseminated or its non-objectivity 
when it intoxicates “is what matters”. 


The information organ and the whole panoply of related 
technical means, constitute educational and training tools for 
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‘development, as well as instruments that could be used for ideo- 
logical distortion and subversion, for systematic cultural condi- 
tioning of peoples. 


President Ahmed Sekou Toure so rightly contends, ‘“Tech- 
nology offered information great possibilities. Its propagation 
abilities were multiplied to an illimited number, and consequently, 
its ability to mobilise thought, its impact over man’s conscious- 
ness, its power of intervention augmented in an extraordinary 
manner’. All this afforded the information and communication 
media to play a first rate role in the imperialist strategy. They 
became a real propaganda and intoxication machinery, using their 
powerful and very subtle means to impress man’s intellect, his 
consciousness, emotions and behaviour, in brief, the whole 
psychological make up of man and peoples. 


Owing to its wide scope of action, to the swift and explosive 
impact of its powerful media, this artful science of hammering 
in concepts, of orienting and alienating man became the most 
important weapon of the imperialist hegemonist policy, for it 
paves the way, facilitate the task and subsequently vindicates 
all forms of ideological, political and cultural aggression. Need- 
less to ask then why do imperialist powers by all means to con- 
trol all information and communication media, if it were not for 
the realization of their hegemonist policy, and for carrying out 
and justifying their reactionary onslaught against the peoples. 
It is in this perspective that a whole sophisticated apparatus and 
subtle methods of intoxication are continuously being devised. 
Anyway, it could not be otherwise, since mass medias themselves 
actually represent gigantic monopolies governed by the same 
rules applying to other imperialist monopolies. 


The structure, the rules and objectives of the communica- 
tion systems of capitalist countries conform at all levels to the 
imperialist mode of production. This is the reason why the 
content of communications is above all a product like any other 
having the same use and exchange values. 


The management of these systems is governed by the rules 
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applied to all enterprises. The invested capital reaches a high. 
level of concentration as in other industrial sectors. This favour- 
ed the “horizontal concentration” of media, which is characteris- 
tic of the big national and international corporations in the 
Cinema, Television, Radio and Press Agencies sectors. Conse- 
quently, it is only natural that these big corporations which are 
closely linked to other monopolies in the major sectors, should 
exclusively serve the interests of large capitals. 


To give an idea of the power of media in industrialised 
countries in comparison to developing countries, it suffices to: 
indicate that the most important part of informations dissemi- 
nated throughout the world are collected, “edited” and mostly 
“slanted” by four big Press agencies, namely Agence France- 
Presse (France), Associated Press (U.S.A.), United Press, Inter- 
national (U.S.A.) and Reuter (Great Britain). There are of 
course other Western press agencies, but their scope of action 
and impact are not as important as those already cited. Within 
other fields of information, appears the same concentration of 
media between some big monopolies which makes and deal with 
all the news disseminated in the world. It would be misleading 
to believe that the content of such informations is devoted to 
the peoples’ development. It is a real aggression aimed at orient- 
ing and manipulating the peoples in the interest of big capitals. 


President Ahmed Sekou Toure rightly emphasized that “for 
each educational documentary film, 24 commercial intoxicating 
films are produced ; for one hour of radio-broadcast information 


professional training there are six to seven hours of full pro- 
grammes”. 


Thus, contrary to the imperialist myth which ties by all 
possible means to convince us of the mentality and impartiality 
of the Press or the Radio television, using slogans such as “Free 
Press’, “Independent Press”, “Press above Ideologies” and many 
more — we reassert that mass media are the true expression and 
the vehicle of a certain ideology, of the conception of a certain 
class of the world’s problems. 


Each message disseminated by the media has a role of pro- 
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paganda, agitation and mobilisation, serving the interests of one 
social class or the other. 


It is erroneous to believe that imperialist aggression against 
the peoples is limited to one of the levels of social life, because 
it is generalised, planned, carried out and indicated by the power- 
ful machinery of propaganda, intoxication, orientation, and chan- 
nelling of all the material and intellectual activities of man and 
of peoples, namely information and communication media. 


At the present international juncture which is marked by 
the rage of decadent imperialism, the most important task of 
communications and mass media is to convey tasteless messages 
whose content is so common place and storestyped that it dulls 
the imagination, creativity, the fighting spirit and the awareness 
of people instead of stimulating them. They seek to culturally 
uproot the peoples, to deny their identity, to hide diversity and 
the qualitative opposition of ideological and political options ; to 
subject the economic and social aspirations of peoples to alienat- 
ing and artificial models of consumption, completely different 
from their reality and concerns. This wide intoxication and pro- 
paganda campaign is translated into a systematic distortion, a 
deep feeling of alienation, a real falsification of political and ideo- 
logical options, of the economic programmes and of the cultural 
and normal values of peoples. 


These special subtle and very captivating techniques are used 
to make man lose interest in the vitally important problems, 
with a view of ensuring spiritual domination over him. The con- 
tinuous clamour over lackeyned themes tackled in and again aims 
at creating a generalised obsession, so that the masses may for- 
get their daily worries, their concerns and aspirations as they are 
transported into an artificial and fictitious world. 


In fact it is a real subversion crusade which is voiced by 
the frantic spreading of rumours, theories erroneous slogans 
whose foremost objective is the servile imitation of models and 
criteria alien to the countries concerned. They seek to gain the 
support of our peoples for the aggressive and hegemonist policy 
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of imperialism. In this context, slogans, and various reactionary 
concepts are disseminated with a view to casting doubts and 
creating confusion in order to facilitate the manipulation of the 
masses, weaken their resistance against other forms of imperial- 
ist aggression. On a larger scale, ideological and political subver- 
sion aimed at destabilising progressive regimes, was based on 
wide campaigns of slander, lies and twisting of facts, together 
with a frantic propaganda praising the ‘“unvaluable”’ advantages 
and the “great virtues” of “liberal” society. 


At the international level, this ideological and political ag- 
gression scalas to instigate by all means divisionness among 
progressive countries by artfully souring misunderstanding, 
untruthful claims and so many other lines. 


Through subversion and confusion, they seek to divide the 
anti-imperialist front, to weaken the unity of stand of the coun- 
tries of Africa, Asia and Latin America against their common 
enemy namely imperialism. All the weapons of propaganda and 
psychological intoxication were mobilised to lull the conscious- 
ness, to divert the masses from revolutionary ideology, as well as 
political and economic rationality. 


At the cultural level, the frantic diffusion of gadgets and 
other cultural artifices is translated by the “alteration” and the 
deliberate distortion of national cultures, even worse by a cul- 
tural domination partly concealed by the negation of the identity 
as well as of the values and virtues of national cultures. The 
cultural rehabilitation of developing countries is laid down in 
favour of a drug-culture, an anesthetic cultural by-product aimed 
at creating a corrosive atmosphere which paralyzes the creative 
initiatives of masses, and destroys in man the ability to think 
or create, and transform him into a mere consumer of a sub- 
culture which is not adapted to his reality or his needs. The 
sensational frivolous and immoral themes, the cult of sex viol- 
ence, and money emerge as “central values”. In brief, all the 
voices of the capitalist decadent world, backed by strong publi- 
city, are introduced to the developing countries. 


The main objective of the imperialist and neo-colonialist 
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forces is to ensure the spiritual domination of man, to lull his 
conscience and to divert him of the concrete problems and of 
his legitimate aspirations, that is, to condition his behaviour 
orient and manipulate him according to the needs of the hege- 
monist policy of imperialism. No doubt the ideological and poli- 
tical subversion, the cultural alienation and the systematic con- 
trol of man’s mind and behaviour in all his activities contribute 
to the promotion of the same imperialist strategy. 


That is tantamont to saying that in struggling against the 
new forms and methods of imperialist destabilization of our 
national states, mostly young ones particularly in Africa, we 
should convince ourselves that one of the fields where the enemy 
struggles most hard is that of communication and mass media. 


The Democratic Party of Guinea (DPG) is aware of that 
fact by experience since it has for three decades conducted the 
Guinean peoples’ opinion struggle against colonialism, neo-colo- 
nialism, capitalism and imperialism, and it is therefore consider- 
ed by the counter-revolutionary forces as an enemy to be fought. 


Actually since its creation in 1947, as a territorial section 
of the Democratic African Gathering, the DPG has been able to 
face with courage, lucidity and relevance the diverse political, 
ideological and cultural manifestations of imperialism in Africa. 


During the phase of struggle for liberation from French 
colonialism the DPG formed the forefront of the theoretical and 
ideological endeavour that constantly opposed in combat press 
the colonialist forces whose principal manoeuvre consisted of 
opposing and dividing the African peoples, and fostering an 
atmosphere of the ideological diversion to impede the political 
consciousness of the popular masses and their unity of struggle 
to topple foreign domination. The DPG has been particularly 
capable of unveiling the colonialist propaganda, elucidating its 
class character and forging the conceptual weapons that permit 
the acceleration of revolutionary processes in Africa. Thus in 
1958 the Guinean people as a whole systematically rejected the 
proposition put forward to them by French imperialism to give 
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up their national and international sovereignty within the con- 
text of a vast community conceived and run by the old master. 


The Guinean revolution, by taking this historic decision, has 
‘opened the way before the African peoples to a new era of 
revolutionary struggle. Sincere to its popular and African voca- 
tion on the path of the Democratic Revolution, the DPG had to 
cope henceforth with one of the strongest reactionary outbursts 
of the major mass media. 


At an early stage, imperialism exerted its utmost to prevent 
the Revolution from constructing the basis of national unity, 
disarm the people and make them wavy of their political choice 
by cultivating in Guinea tribalism, racism, regionalism, discredit- 
ing the DPG and the State, and dramatising the economic situa- 
tion of the country. The media equally proceeded to propagate 
summonds capable of creating confusion by limiting to six months 
the popular regimes hope for survival. 


Imperialism has never forgiven the Guinean Revolution for 
opting for a civilization belonging to the masses, a new society 
rejecting all forms of domination of one nation by another ; and 
all attempts at man’s exploitation by man. But this popular 
choice and the DPG adherence to a revolutionary and liberal 
political line has always been given a biased, false and at times 
calumnious treatment in the imperialist mass media. From 1964 
to 1970 the popular forces structures were attacked in pro-neo- 
colonialist press and the gains of the Revolution were completely 
played down. To pave the way for the imperialist fascist aggres- 
sion of November 22, 1970 imperialism employed considerable 
means in the ideological domain to isolate and subsequently 
undermine internally the popular Revolution of Guinea through 
subversion and diversion. Journalists in the pay of neo-colonial- 
ism wrote articles discrediting the system of the United Party 
of Guinea, and defaming the leaders of the party and the State 
as “Dictators”. 


From the outside, radio broadcasts were financed and con- 
fined to anti-Guinean mercenaries who unleashed a real ideolo- 
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gical war against socialism and the African Revolution. All this 
monopoly supported by an alarming evaluation of the State of 
the Revolution, was actually aimed at liquidating the countries’ 
regime. The counter-revolutionary forces hoped by this ideolo- 
gical campaign to demobilize and discourage the people and then 
instigate a military coup d’état in the fashion of that in Mali, 
Ghana and a number of other progressive countries in Afrfya. It 
was at that time that both radio and press were searching for 
a strong man, politically or militarily, who could had a mercenary 
aggression against Guinea. 


Despite all this, neither the caricature nor the ideological 
pressure will affect the popular revolution in Guinea. In 1970, 
the smarting failure of the imperialist aggression invigorated the 
revolutionary ardour of the masses and consolidated, by the en- 
suring radicalisation, the organic and functional structures of 
the revolution. The popular answer was instantaneous. It launch- 
ed a real class war against the grave diggers of the revolution. 
Hence the mass-media, in the name of human rights and in the 
name of political refugees and democracy were manipulated to 
tarnish the well-known image and prestige of Guinea. 


The objective of such a campaign was implicitly to check 
the acceleration of the armed struggle of national liberation in 
Guinea-Bissau and in other Portuguese colonies. Imperialist pro- 
paganda presented socialism as hell and freedom-fighters as the 
agents of international commission. 


When the State Party adopted measures to check the flux 
of teleguided and subversive information, they were accused of 
obstructing the liberty of the citizens to inform and get informed. 


The imperialist media equally opposed the rehabilitation of 
the cultural values of the people by mounting a vast propaganda 
for the so-called solidarity, women round the use of foreign 
languages imposed by colonialism. 


In this respect the DPG holds the view that if the utilization 
of foreign languages constitutes the channel for promoting soli- 
darity among a certain number of countries, this process should 
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not be linked to a cultural choice. The DGP also believes that the 
English-speaking or the French-speaking committees would have 
no meaning if African cultures were not rehabilitated. The general 
Secretary of DPG, the supreme responsible official for che Revo- 
lution says precisely in this connection. The chains with which 
colonialism riveted us to its ideas and programmes should not 
be perpetuated. 


The practice of a foreign language enlarges our cultural 
scope, if we use it to express ourselves, in other words to translate 
our being... But, if instead of being a wealth added to our 
original riches, and if instead of being a liberator and emanci- 
pator, it becomes suffocating and defeating, the foreign language 
we use as a vehicular language will only serve to forge the new 
bases of our subservience’. 


That is why in Guinea today the development of all the 
languages as a means of universal communication runs parallel 
to a more dynamic development of our proper languages in order 
to give them a dimension allowing them to translate all our 
thoughts. Hence information is a national language is more use- 
ful, and more interesting to the people because expression in 
French is understood by only a minority of the Guineans, whereas 
expression in one of the national languages is practically under- 
stood by the vast majority of the people. 


The philosophy of the DPG on the matter of information 
and communication is that the people whose force is organized 
from the base to the summit in a democratic manner should have 
free access to the mass media. 


Within this context the DPG constantly fights all variabies 
of the colonialist and neo-colonialist or racist ideology. The DPG 
has removed from negritude its metaphysical arrogance and 
unveiled its retrogressive character. It has severely criticized the 
notions of underdevelopment of the Third or Fourth Worlds which 
mitigated the essential responsibility of imperialism for the main- 
tenance and persistance of unjust and unequal international im- 
perialism. 


— 218 — 


In conclusion, we can say that the imperialist powers seek 
obstinately to control all systems of information in order to 
perpetuate their hegemony, prepare, justify and organize their 
offensive against the peoples. 


The principal objective of the mass media is to organize sub- 
version, spread confusion, discredit and destabilize the progres- 
sive countries and organizations as well as legitimise the criminal 
endeavours of the reactionary forces against the peoples’ liberty 
and independence. It cannot be otherwise, particularly when it 
is known that imperialism in its permanent endeavour of cultural 
aggression, controls the principal centres of production and dis- 
tribution to make a pernicious utilisation of information with a 
view to communicating easily to the people its ideology of domi- 
nation and exploitation. 


Consequently all strategies related to information matters 
should take into consideration this reality, which is linked with 
a systematic manipulation of the principal organs of information 
by the imperialist powers. 


Hence it is indispensable to organize closer and frequent 
contacts among States and revolutionary organizations with a 
view to exchanging political, economic, strategic and military in- 
formations in order to ensure their security and reinforce the 
front of struggle against the enemies of the Revolution in the 
world. 


On the level of utilizing mass communication media it is 
imperative to effect a better coordination of the activities of 
national information agencies in order to ensure the collection 
and wide-dissemination of objective information, indispensable 
to the peoples’ education and training. All this should be done to 
counteract the campaigns of defamation, calumny and the pro- 
paganda daily orchestrated by the imperialist media against the 
revolutionary regimes and forces. 


Moreover, the organization of discussions, seminars and 
symposia is of an imperative necessity to the exchange of cultures 
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among our respective countries. One of the most important fronts 
which should mobilize us collectively is that of acquiring and 
mastering science, technique and technology. 


Therefore Africa, Asia and Latin America should restore tc 
their information organs their essential quality as a means of 
mobilising and educating the masses. This means the inception 
of real Revolution on the mass-media level in each country and 
continent - wise, to turn them into efficient instruments for the 
mobilization of the people to combat peculiar personal traits and 
other egoistic trends, to liquidate reactionary behaviour and at- 
titudes, to promote a solid unity of action among the peoples, 
encourage the increase of their knowledge, and the growth of 
their aptitudes and skills. 


As President Ahmed Sekou Toure had underlined, this means 
“Liberating information from the fetters of imperialist mono- 
polies, getting rid definitely of one-way information, distorted 
information, manipulated information which constitutes at one 
end the same time a spiritual and material aggression...... and to 
promote revolutionary information, as a genuine instrument for 
the education and training of our peoples. It is within this per- 
spective that we should coordinate our activities in order to turn 
our mass communication media into effective instrument for the 
ideological, cultural, scientific and technical formation of the 
peoples. 
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———_—__—___——_—— WORKING PAPER 


ON THE AAPSO FACING YTS FUTURE DUTIES 


presented by the delegation of Algeria 


Born of a historic need for unity against colonialism the 
solidarity of Afro-Asian peoples was institutionalised in an or- 
ganisation to safeguard and develop the national liberation move- 
ment in all its forms. 


It is true that for most countries in Africa as well as Asia, 
the phase of the liberation struggle for political independence, 
whether armed or unarmed, is over. 


However, the problem of decolonization remains, particularly 
‘with regard to Southern Africa and the Western Sahara, but it 
is seen in relation to other problems of West Africa and Asian 
countries. The most decisive factor of countries have passed 
through the phase of decolonisation and the consolidation of their 
national independence. 


This implies the presence of Third World countries on the 
international scenes and the will to economic development and 
social progress within the framework of national realities. This 
change involving the emergence of the Third World as an active 
factor in history is as yet unfinished. On the contrary it is a 
very important sector in the world unrest revealing the very 
narrow nature of international institutions and relations which in 
their present form cannot contain the real aspirations of Third 
‘World people to international maturity and responsibility without 
radically questioning their nature. This challenge is what the 
‘Third World is endeavouring to meet through its most represen- 
tative organisations including the AAPSO. 


The great changes of the past twenty years have revealed 
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that the Third World refuses to be the passive provider of a. 
prosperity it does not share. 


This refusal has been expressed in two very precise ways : 


It has found political expression in the Non-aligned move- 
ment and economic expression in the struggle to bring about a 
New Economic Order. 


These forms would not have been able to emerge, had it not 
been for the Third World, which on every occasion has affirmed 
its specific nature and autonomy in solving its own problems. 


This specific nature and independent approach found expres- 
sion in the national liberation movements and the fulfilment of 
national independence, which are the only guarantees of the 
responsibilities that the Third World assumes in its battles. 


This does not mean that the Third World is alone, or that 
it under-estimates the assets of the socialist bloc and the Western 
democratic and progressive forces. These assets are part of an 
alliance and do not exclude the specific interest. On the contrary 
they promote the expression of different sensibilities. The Third 
World through its organisations must preserve its own point of 
view with regard to the big problems of today, and must conduct 
US relations on an autonomous basis. 


The challenges faced by the Third World peoples threaten 
their ability to intervene in a credible manner on the interna- 
tional scheme, but this very credibility is to be found first of all 
in each organisation. 


The Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organisation must be up: 
to developing possible response. No changes, not only to safe- 
guard and simplify the principles for which it was founded, but 
also to implement instruments which the Third World produced 
to manifest its autonomous and responsible presence. At any 
rate AAPSO’s need to redynamise its future action, makes it 
first of all necessary to assess the challenges it faces at present. 
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The present situation and challenges faced by Third World 
Peoples : 


The will to maintain its system of domination and exploita- 
tion, on which its economic prosperity has been built, has led 
imperialism to consider the Third World as sources and outlets 
for its economy and to implement concepts and strategies to 
sustain its action, with the aim of creating a coherent and effec- 
tive organisation of a political economic strategy, in which it can 
develop its logic of domination. This logic of domination is also 
a logic of confrontation in the economic and political fields, and 
its main mechanisms must be revealed. 


1. In the Economic Field : 


There are two main frameworks in the struggle of the Third 
World Peoples : the North-South Dialogue and the activities of 
multi-national companies. 


1.1 The North-South Dialegue : 


In a United Nations Extraordinary Session which was devot- 
ed to a reshaping of international economic relaticns on a more 
equitable basis, the Western Economic Powers maintained their 
intransigent positions. The global negotiations on raw materials, 
energy, trade and money did not bring about concrete results. 
The Industrial Powers refusal to seriously consider a restructur- 
ing of international economic relations has been accompanied by 
acts aimed at the Third World countries, by blaming OPEC 
countries for all crisis, thereby discrediting the will of those 
people to recover and evaluate their national resources. 


On the other hand, the spirit that should have guided the 
North-South dialogue, is gravely affected, when aid for develop- 
ment is only systematically decreasing, but is also becoming 
selective, and guided by ideological and political criteria and 
when is not simply linked exclusively to the rebuilding of indus- 
tries in the aid giving countries. 


— 223 — 


1.2. Activities of Multi-national Companies : 


A multi from network and the privileged expression of the 
system of imperialist domination, the multi-nationals are seriously 
retarding the development of Third World countries, that is when 
they are not directly encroaching on their political system. 


The relations of dependency that they establish tend to 
create the bases for neo-colonialism and to consolidate the struc- 
tures that gear up the way to imperialism within the framework 
of a new international vision of labour. 


The system of multi-nationals thus replaces the colonial 
system. It is a more suitable but equally destructive form of 
domination. It is a grave threat to Third World economies and 
has the triple effect of plundering the resources, maintaining an 
unequal exchange and technological blackmail, while avoiding the 
contradictions and tensions on the international crisis. Such a 
situation reveals the strategy of the industrial powers, whose 
aim is to regain control of all sectors of the world economy. This 
conduct has become all the more rigid with regard to the breach 
made by OPEC countries for instance. It explains the intran- 
sigence of industrial countries in global negotiation, and their 
suicidal attiude in maintaining an increasingly artificial pros- 
perity and dangerously increasing the gap between the Third 
World countries, with all the political and military risks, that 
this strategy entails. 


2 Qn the political field : 
The Third World continues to be the stage for the confron- 


tation between imperialist strategy and the national liberation: 
movement. 


2.1 The Strategy of Imperialism : 


Imperialism modifies its strategy in the light of 2 pivotal 
points. 
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— Maintaining its system of domination. 


— The requirements of the East-West conflict. 


This double pre-occupation compels imperialism to seek per- 
manent geo-political areas, which would assure it of the strategic 
depth needed, thereby confusing the economic zone of vital in- 
terest with the security zone. The Middle East and the Gulf are 
typical cases in point. Tactically the national liberation move- 
ments will be assimilation of Soviet penetration, an assimilation 
that facilitates Reagan’s new containment doctrine, allows im- 
perialism to establish a network of alliances, formed by relay 
countries, and to increase its military presence. This square pat- 
tern policy is expressed in many ways: 


— Re-inforcement of dictatorships and oligarchies. 
— Expansion of pacts especially in the Mediterranean. 


— Greater exigency with regard to traditional partners such as 
Western Europe and Japan. 


— A more hardened approach towards the socialist camp. 


— A more aggressive approach to Third World countries and 
exacerbation of contradictions between them. 


— Aggression against national liberation movements by “the 
interventionist strategy”’. 


— The establishment of the Camp David process, to divide the 
Arab World and to break the Palestinian resistance. 


— Blocking the decolonisation process in Namibia and the West- 
ern Sahara. 


Imperialism is preparing a huge offensive against Third 
World countries and particularly against those who are in the 
process of consolidating our political and economic sovereignty, 
and questioning the system of domination. The pivotal points of 
this offensive are the Soviet threat to the nation and blocking 
the process of national independence. 
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2.2 The national liberation movement : 


The national liberation movement is made up of a number 
of specific struggles ranging from decolonisation to the struggle 
for national independence. In Africa the struggle for decolonisa- 
tion is particularly clear in Namibia, South Africa and the West- 
ern Sahara but it takes different forms. 


— The struggle against apartheid in South Africa, and the 
struggle for the implementation of the right to self-deter- 
mination and independence in Namibia and the Western 
Sahara. 


In Latin America and in Asia, the liberation movement in 
the struggle against dictatorships oligarchies, Salvador, South 
Korea, the Philippines, Guatemala and Chile. 


The problem facing the liberation movement is its autonomy 
and specificity which in each case spring from the imperialist 
strategy along with national realities. 


Ii. The Response to Challenges : 


The international situation continues to deteriorate. The re- 
emergence of tension in East-West relations threatens detente 
and will make the Third World a fundamental stake in this con- 
flict and the stage for all conflicts. 


The justified growing anxiety with regard to the build-up 
in the nuclear arsenal, is not necessarily shared when it is a 
question of a conventional arms build-up in the Third World. 


In many respects the Third World remains the victim of a 
bureaucratical concept of security. 


It is indicative to note that troop buildups and increase in 
nuclear military potential coincide with the escalation of national 
independence struggle and the demand for a new international 
economic order, and the refusal of the Third World to provide 
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the geographical] area for the transfer of conflicts. Bipolorisa-. 
tion may be a fact, but it is not the framework in which the 
peoples of the Third World should express themselves. More- 
over the maturity and responsibility of Third World peoples can 
be gauged by the alternatives which they present, and the instru- 
ments of this alternative exit. On the political Ievel they are 
to be found in the Non-Aligned movement and in national inde- 
pendence. On the economic level they are to be found in the im- 
plementation of New Economic World Order and particularly in 
South-South cooperation. On the military level they are to be 
found in the collective and egalitarian concept of security. 


At any rate the responses of the Thirld World would be 
based on solidarity, united action and an autonomous dialogue 
with contesting imperialist forces, whether Socialist countries or 
Western democratic forces. 


1. The Political Response 


The Third World peoples can propose a durable alternative 
which is the result of the struggle for decolonisation, a support 
given to the national liberation movement, and the struggles 
against Imperialism in all its forms, “neo-colonialism, racism and 
Zionism” which were formulated through the concept of non- 
alignment. This concept is a unifying factor on many respects, 
it takes into consideration the diversity of peoples and complex 
movements leading to a total reshaping of international relations. 
It also comes forward as an alternative to a world ruled by force 
and bi-polarisation. Non-alignment is part of and the guarantee 
of national independence. Moreover, it is not confined to a simple 
rejection of all hegemony but affirms itself as an autonomous 
factor in the democratic transformation of international rela- 
tions. This autonomy implies solidarity and unity of action, with 
regard to non-intervention in the internal affairs of any country 
the peaceful settlement of conflicts, and the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of each country, and the respect of the socio- 
economic choices and options of all peoples. All the peoples of 
the Third World should work within their organisations for the 
reaffirmation of these principles in order to vitalize this soli- 
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darity and unity of action so indispensable to the development 
and credibility of Non-Alignment. 


The affirmation of non-aligned autonomy must not be seen, 
simply as a factor of peace and detente, but also as a guarantee 
of co-operation and dialogue with all the anti-imperialist forces 
in the world. It is the assurance of the promotion of the libera- 
tion movement and national independence as a profound reality 
of the Third World in its will to emerge on the international 
scene. 


2. The Economic Response : 


The New International Economic Order is a legitimate de- 
mand justified by the desequilibrium and anachronism imposed 
by world imperialism. The new order aims to restructure inter- 
national economic relations towards democratization and equity. 
The re-negotiation of exchange terms, and the reshaping of eco- 
nomic and monetary institutions are the pressing conditions for 
a balanced development, and our equitably shared prosperity. 
The Declaration of the 6th Non-aligned Summit in Havana had 
especially affirmed the necessity for this restructuring. The de- 
fence and the consolidation of the concept and aims of the New 
International Economic Order is one of the essential duties of 
the Third World peoples in order to ensure a real growth and 
development. 


However the objective of the New Order necessitates taking 
into consideration the cohesion and unity of action of Third 
World countries, as manifested in the Havana Summit in the 
concept of collective autonomy as a formation for South-South 
dialogue. 


In fact a weapon used by imperialism in economic domina- 
tion consisted of the permanence of the triangular relation, 
which allowed former colonial powers to canalise the flow of 
exchange. 


This is why the South-South co-operation while placing itself 
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within the framework of the demand for a new International 
Economic Order, is not only complementary to decolonisation, 
but is an economic exigency for national independence. From 
this point of view there are great potentials and positive signs 
in the Third World. 


Many countries have attained considerable development and 
can bring contribution to the collective effort ensuring an advan- 
tageous co-operation in all fields. 


The struggle of Third World countries to gain control of 
their natural resources, and to recognise their value, especially 
at the OPEC countries did, is a promising factor for fruitful co- 
operation. 


In improving their financial capacities, the OPEC countries 
are now in a position to influence the monopolist relations in inter- 
national relations and in giving aid to development. 


Certain promises of South-South co-operation can be seen in 
agreements, signed between Africa and Asian peoples, and the 
establishment of an institutional framework for Afro-Arab co- 
operation. It is nevertheless necessary to elaborate a cadre for 
co-operation to systematise and regulate the flow of exchange, 
in an over-all strategy that is sustained by a common political 
will. The South-South co-operation in addition to being a phase 
of the New International Economic Order is a political act, mark- 
ing the rupture with the relations of domination imposed by 
international capitalism, and its objective of re-deployment 
through the international division of labour. 


The response with regard to Security : 


The consolidation of national independence, the struggle for 
a new Economic International Order cannot accommodate them- 
selves with military elements “bases and fleets” which vary ac- 
cording to the strategic importance attributed to various parts 
of the Third World. The accumulation of arms in the Third World 
nurtures and exacerbates conflicts, ferments division and is an 
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obstacle to the political settlement of differences while dragging 
countries into a position of dependency, which threatens their 
sovereignty and their territorial integrity. 


The final Declaration of the Non-Aligned Summit in Havana 
recalls : ‘that it is on the basis of peaceful co-existence, that 
we can reinforce world peace and security, diminish the actual 
tensions, and spread detente to all parts of the world, and in all 
aspects of international relations, with the participation of all 
countries on an equal footing in the solution of all international 
problems...... 


These principles should be universally applied to relations 
of all States, regardless of their size or their socio-economic im- 
portance. 


Moreover the Havana Declaration insists ‘‘that the prin- 
ciples of co-existence and non-alignment are the bases for inter- 
national detente, the establishment of a New International Eco- 
nomic Order, independence and equal security for all peoples and 
countries”. 


The relation between security and development is incontest- 
able, and it is on this basis that Third World countries are pro- 
tective against the accumulation of arms, and are working for 
a debate on disarmament and global detente, linked to the elimi- 
nation of tension spots and bases, and for the struggle to re- 
structure and democratize international relations. It should be 
recognized that concepts and attempts to re-arrange the system 
of oligarchia security, have seen their own limits and only de- 
mocratic participation and the arrangement of an authentic col- 
lective security cadre are credible. 
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——__—___—______—_—_——— WORKING PAPER 


THE STRUGGLE OF AFRO-ASIAN PEOPLES FOR A 
NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER AND 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS OF 
DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


presented by 


Fifanampiana Malagasy 
(Solidarity Committee of Madagascar) 


The FIFANAMPIANA MALAGASY (Solidarity Committee 
of Madagascar), has the pleasure of presenting its compliments to 
the AAPSO for the untiring efforts it made for promoting real 
economic development and social progress in the world. In fact, 
AAPSO has been on playing a preponderant role with a view 
to defending and consolidating the just principles that govern the 
development strategy of peoples in Asia and Africa. The strug- 
gle for the establishment of a new international economic order 
has aroused the attention of world opinion at the present time; 
it forms an integral part of the struggle for national liberation 
against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and imperialism for 
peace, justice and social progress. 


On the 9th of April 1974, at the initiative of the group called 
the “Group of 77’, an extraordinary session of the UN General 
Assembly was convened in New York, in order to study at depth 
the complex problems related to raw materials and to develop- 
ment. The purpose of this meeting was to examine the problems 
affecting the life of all nations, that became more and more in- 
terdependent, and to adopt the common adequate and world eco- 
nomic system, more equitable and fair, than the present one. 


Owing to the concerted efforts of anti-imperialist and anti- 
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monopolist forces, which have given evidence of an unprecedent- 
ed spirit of cohesion, the UN adopted two documents which by 
their content, objectives and scope of action rank among the most 
important international instruments. These are “The Declaration 
on Setting up a New International Economic Order’ and the 
“Programme of Action Related to the Claims Featuring on the 
Declaration”. 


This Declaration reads, among others : We, the members 
of the United Nations Organization (...) proclaim the establish- 
ment of a New International Economic Order, based on 
equity, interdependence, common interest, cooperation and equal- 
ity among sovereign states independently of their economic and 
social system, an order that. shall correct inequalities and rectify 
the present injustice; fill the widening gap between developed 
and developing countries, and ensure within the realm of peace 
and justice growing economic and social development for the 
present and future generations ...” 


What happened since the adoption of this famous Declara- 
tion? 


The present economic situation arouses world opinion’s 
great concern. The world is witnessing the worsening crisis of 
the international economic system, which results from latent 
structural maladjustment and is accentuated by the obstina- 
tion of developed countries having market economies and their 
inability to control their external deficit, their high inflation and 
unemployment rates which consequently lead to new desequili- 
brium within the international economic system. 


This is the capitalism crisis which has reached its highest 
peak, namely the stage of imperialism. 


Immense Profits for the Big Capital—Heavy Burdens for the 
Developing Countries. 


International capital realizes immense profits through the 
neo-colonialist looting and oppression of developing countries by 
imperialist powers. 
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— official figures indicate that the transfer of the profits of 
USA monopolies rose from 2.3 billion dollars in 1970 to 5.5 
billion dollars in 1977 (Source : Survey of Current Business 
Washington, August 1978). 


— from 1969 to 1975 an approximate 12 billion dollar profit 
was exported from African countries. During the same per- 
iod the investment of foreign private capital did not exceed 
6.6 billion dollars. The profits exported by capitalist mono- 
polies had led to a net loss of hard currency for developing 
countries, amounting to 18.5 billion dollars in 1975, six times 
that incurred in 1967. 


— in 1977, the UN estimated that the total debt servicing of 
developing countries reached some 25 billion dollars, more 
than 21 percent of their total exports for the same year. 
Also an increase in the deficit is expected to rise to 72.5 
billions in 1985. 


— The gap between the gross social product per capita in the 
developing countries and that of the imperialist countries 
instead of diminishing has increased considerably. It was 
1.436 dollars in 1950 against 3.610 dollars in 1977. The aver- 
age growth rates of the poorest countries also decreased 
while those in developing obuntries rose by 0.7 per cent. 


— the number of illiterates continues to increase. It was 800 
millions few years ago and is estimated at one billion today. 
Between 80 and 90 percent of the African population neither 
read nor write. 


— 800 million persons in the developing countries live in pover- 
ty while hundreds of millions are undernourished. Accord- 
ing to the data supplied by UN experts in 1978, the Inter- 
national Year of the Child, 12 million children died of hun- 
ger. Also experts estimate that 200 million people will die 
of hunger before the 21st century if appropriate measures 
are not taken. 


— the wealth and power of imperialist countries are largely 


founded on the poverty and oppression of billions of human 
beings in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Economies in the Hands of Imperialist Monopolies 


Having lost their important position in favour of the devel- 
oping countries, the imperialist powers use transnational cor- 
porations to intensify their penetration and pillage of regions 
still under their control or subject to their strong influence. 


— the total value of the sales of the two strongest multina- 
tionals in the world, the Exxon American Petroleum Corpora- 
tion and the General Motor Automobile Corporation surpass- 
es as the gross social product of almost all developing coun- 
tries with the exception of India, Brazil and Mexico. 


— the total sales of Federal German Corporations such as Hoe- 
chst, BASF and Daimler Benz amount to 9 billion dollars 
each, i.e, more than the gross national product of all the 
black African countries, with the exception of Nigeria. 
The gross national product of 33 developing countries in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America is less than one billion dollars. 


— the American ITT Company is economically more powerful 
than the 24 poorest African countries gathered together. 
(Source : Statistik des Auslandes. International Monatzah- 
len — July 1979 — Transnational Corporations in World 
Development. A: Re-examination. United Nations New York 
1978). 


Monopolies Control the Sector of Raw Materials 


Despite the nationalization of raw material enterprises own- 
ed by international monopolies, their influence remains dominant 
because they continue to control transport, processing and com- 
mercialization. The participation of developing countries in pro- 
cessing the raw materials extracted from their countries (exclud- 
ing oil) has not changed since 1950. The participation of devel- 
oping countries in the market of iron ore, bauxite, aluminium, 
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nickel and copper range between 5 — 9 percent only (UNIDO — 
Transnational Corporations and the Processing of Raw Materi- 
als). 


In face of such a situation, a study made by the UN Centre 
in 1978 reached the following conclusion : ‘Since the develop- 
ing countries depend largely on multinationals to get to the ex- 
ternal markets, it is evident that the acquisition of permanent 
sovereignty by the developing countries over their natural resour- 
ces is insufficient.” If a solution to the problem of access to the 
markets is not solved, the developing countries will be faced with 
a growing dependence vis-a-vis the multinationals. The develop- 
ing countries are in legal control the ownership of raw materials, 
while the multinationals control the external markets, and con- 
sequently wield commercial control over the exportation of raw 
materials and their processing in these countries. (Source : 
UNIDO — Transnational Corporations and the Processing of 
Raw Materials). 


This in other respects leads to the ruin and absorption of 
national enterprises. : 


An Aid Tied by Olbigations 


“The development aid’ as much praised by imperialist pow- 
ers aS a “humanitarian act’ in favour of the countries struggling 
for their economic independence, does not fulfil this pretence at 
all either in terms of volume or objectives. The real objectives 
consist in most cases of asking the good political behaviour from 
the beneficiary countries, imposing purchase obligations on them, 
and meddling with their economic policy as well as paving the 
way for a future exportation of private capital, which is a very 
lucrative operation. 


The volume of “development aid” is far from reaching the 
minimum of 0.7 per cent of the gross social profit of industrializ- 
ed capitalist countries, the rate the latter had pledged in 1970 
within the UN context : 


— between 1960 and 1977 the “development aid” provided by 
the OCED member states rose from 0.5 to 0.31 per cent. 
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— about 50 per cent of the credits extended within the frame- 
work of the development aid is actually linked with a clause 
stipulating the purchase of goods and services from the capital- 
exporting countries. 


(Report on World Development in 1978 — Washington 1978 
p. 29) 


Hence these credits actually contribute to the stabilization 
of the crisis — ridden industry of the industrialized capital coun- 
tries. 


The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD) where two thirds of the votes are under the control of 
imperialist countries, interferes directly in the internal affairs 
of developing countries. 


Thus, the Bank’s advisors make continuous tours to evaluate 
the process of evaluation in the newly-independent countries in 
order to be able to influence them through the intermediary of 
credits. They study the level of development and available poten- 
tials in the fields of industry, agriculture, transport, energy, hu- 
man resources and mining possibilities. They also probe the 
“quality” of governmental activities, the standard of national 
education, foreign trade, the balance of payments, public finances 
and taxes under the pretext that credits should not be used 
for military purposes. They even spy on the national defence. It 
is therefore clear that : “In the countries where the group of 
IBRD is particularly active the official and unofficial contacts 
open the way for a permanent dialogue on the issue of the econo- 
mic policy, the meaning of development and the extension of aid 
for the sake of development. (The World Bank Questions and 
Answers — Washington 1976). 


The International Monetary Fund, which is also under the 
control of imperialist countries, plays an important role. For 
with an 8 million credit volume, it occupies a main position in 
the international capitalist credit market vis-a-vis the newly 
independent countries. 
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In this respect the heads of state and governments of non- 
aligned countries meeting in their 6th Session in Havana, Cuba. 
in September 1979 had expressed ‘‘their concern over the fact 
that the current international monetary system does not respond 
to the development requirements of the non-aligned and other 
developing countries, and that this in many cases leads to their 
increased dependence and to the continued deterioration and 
weakening of their economies.” 


The few examples we have cited in this document, among 
many others, prove that the reality of the imperialist policy pre-. 
vents the newly independent states from solving the immense 
economic and social problems confronting them. All attempts 
at modifying or dissimulating this policy fail to conceal its real 
objectives : looting, intimidation, oppressing the people of Asia,. 
Africa and Latin America. 


Imperialist and transnational firms make all their efforts 
for destabilizing developing countries that opted for independent 
and progressive development more particularly those who were 
oriented towards building up socialism. Apart from military pres- 
sure, all forms of economic discrimination and pressure were 
used, including commercial embargo, refusal to provide tech- 
nology, discrimination in prices, etc ...... Transnational firms and 
their governments while depriving developing countries of tech- 
nology, organised a massive brain drain of these countries, thus 
trying by all possible means to eliminate the human base need-. 
ed for development. Imperialists by attracting those who have 
been highly trained at high costs thanks to the Iabour of mas- 
ses, try to justify this kind of theft by citing “Human Rights” 
and the “freedom of immigrating” though they themselves are 
depriving million of imigrates of all human and social rights. 


Within many countries, imperialists are backing reactionary 
circles, grant subventions to terrorist organipptions, organize 
provocations against progressive forces. The imperialists designs 
are aimed at igniting armed conflicts between states in Asia 
and Africa, so that they may intervene in the internal affairs of 
other countries under the pretext of mediation, and extend 
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their military bases and impose to other countries their de- 
mands and their policy. 


Hence the struggle for the elimination’ of injustice from 
the present international economic system, and for the setting 
up of a new international economic order is an integral part of 
the struggle waged by peoples for their political, economic, cul- 
tural and social liberation. In fact, the economic and social ail- 
ments which presently prevail in a great number of countries 
called Third World countries, have been engendered by imperi- 
alism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, expansionism, racism, Zion- 
ism being included, apartheid, the policy of foreign occupation, 
‘domination and hegemony. 


Yet this struggle can never be separated from the struggle 
for detente and disarmament. 


The arms race among the principal sources of inflation 
whose heaviest costs fall back on the developing countries. Im- 
perialist powers try to induce developing countries to participate 
in the arms race, thus making ammunition monopolies richer and 
the countries concerned even poorer. 


The share of developing countries in the total of world ex- 
penses on arms rose from 4.6% in 1960 to around 18% at the 
present time. Geting arms supplies involves the creation of relat- 
ed installations, for example repairshops, airports, electronic in- 
stallations, as well as the maintenance and modernisation of 
these installations. 


This situation not only increases the danger of war, but is 
actually war itself; though without bloodshed, it requires forces 
and financial means that could be used to feed 50 million of hun- 
ger-stricken persons. Supplying developing countries with purifi- 
ed water would cut down epidemics of infectious diseases by 80%. 
According to the estimate of W.H.O. experts, 19 billion dollars 
will be enough that is to say 1.5 billion more than the figure 
allocated for the production of new American MXI tanks. More- 
over 8 to 10% of world expenses on arms would be sufficient 
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for eliminating hunger, epidemics and literacy in developing: 
icountries. A substantial reduction of military budgets, according 
to the proposal put forward by USSR at the UN, would allow 
‘developing countries which suffer from: the consequences of defi- 
cit and inflation to save part of their debts payments and start 
on the path of economic self-sufficiency. In which direction: 
should development and the Struggle for establishment of a new: 
imternational order be oriented? 


Development should be in the interest of masses, particular- 
dy workers, farmers and intellectuals under the control of poli- 
tical forces that represent these social forces. 


It should lead to a rapid growth and combine modern tech- 
nology on one side, to the employment of jobless persons and 
part-time employees on the other. 


It should promote national independence and dignity, de- 
mocratic freedom and institutions, safeguard the unity of pro- 
gressive forces, so that the colonialist and neo-colonialist heritage: 
may be liquidated. It should stipulate the right to put to check 
the brain-drain; and train cadres mastering the techniques need- 
ed by modern industry and agriculture, which relate nowadays 
to the fields of science and technology. 


Hach country should be able to choose its own specific mode 
of development tnat conforms with its history and cultural and 
economic heritage, and at the same time conform to the widely 
known development rules. Yet, a development strategy cannot be 
based on national self-sufficiency. Each country has to depend 
basically on its own people and resources and at the same time 
cooperate with others. Cooperation and mutual assistance. among 
developing countries have a particular significance. Collective 
self-sufficiency can and should be the basis of such cooperation 
bimed at development. It is also vitally important to cooperate 
With the socialist community, the U.S.S.R. and other socialist 
countries and peoples, who evidenced that their cooperation .is 


free of exploitation, by the assistance they extended to develop- 
ing countries. 
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Development should be realized in cooperation with the work- 
ing class and other progressive forces in capitalist countries, 
the workers in capitalist countries should assume full respon- 
sibility in this respect, because they are also being exploited by 
the same transnational firms. 


The developing countries play an important role, yet not 
‘only they can, but should exert more efforts for the sake of peace 
and disarmament, in order to isolate the forces that threaten the 
world with an eventual thermonuclear catastrophe. 


Detente, disarmament and development are closely linked, 
and the struggle for their realization should be continuous and 
simultaneous. These political problems of great significance who 
fight monopolies, imperialism, and neo-colonialism, as well as 
‘that of the newly independent countries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
|America who wage the historic struggle for their liberation of 
the intolerable burden of misery, hunger, malnutrition and dis- 
ease, inherited from colonial rule. 


Development should be realized in solidarity with those who 
are the vanguard of the struggle against imperialism, Zionism and 
reaction, including the Palestinian people led by the PLO and 
‘the forces fighting against racism and apartheid in Southern 
\Africa, because while endeavouring to maintain apartheid in 
South Africa, the racist and imperialist forces aim at recaptur- 
fing once again the newly liberated lands in Africa. 


Wowards a common strategy 


It is publicly well-known now as all has been said about it 
before, that the greatest danger of a strategy depending totally 
on an integrated programme and a common Fund is that it con- 
demns the developing countries to play the role they have always 
been playing in the international division of labour namely; pro- 
viding certain raw materials on the conditions of the buyer and 


obtaining manufactured products on the conditions set by the 
seller. 


— 240 — 


Thus entire nations will find themselves reduced to the satis- 
faction of the needs of other nations that are more powerful and 
richer. And under such circumstances developing countries will 
continue not to employ their available manpower in the produc- 
tion of their food requirements without the least guarantee that 
‘the food stuffs they will have to import will be sold at acceptable 
prices. 


The epoch of relatively cheap cereals which we are used to 
will disappear as soon as the USA (the first grain producer in 
‘the world) finds a way to stop it. One example is sufficient to 
illustrate this. In view of the deficit in its balance of payments 
‘the US has a long term interest in keeping the wheat prices high. 
When the American wheat stocks reached the degree of satura- 
tion and the prices decreased below the records levels of 1973 
and 1974 President Carter gave the order to reduce the cultivat- 
‘ed area by 20 per cent in order to diminish the reserves and raise 
the prices. 


And this is the moment and the occasion to propose an. initial 
utilization of oil weapon, isn’t it more useful to use the enormous 
surpluses of the hard currency available to the non-aligned oil- 
producing countries in a maximum investment in wheat and rice 
cultivation in other non-aligned, non-oil producing countries in- 
stead of investing them in real estate deposits in capitalist cen- 
tres? 


We are aware that the OPEC member states generally top 
the list of wheat and rice-importers. A confidential American re- 
port on the prospects of the exportation of American agricultur- 
al products from now and until 1986 indicates that the price of 
wheat will rise starting from 1980 once more to reach its 1973 - 
74. level. On the other hand the American Secretary of Agricul- 
ture pursues a vast programme for the development of rice cul- 
turation which will compete with the traditional exporters of this 
‘product in the Third World. But another phenomenon deserves to 
he underlined because of its importance for the definition of our 
Hevelopment strategy and collective self-sufficiency. 


From 1970 to 1976 the US imported “complementary” pro- 
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ducts worth 20 billion dollars (non-American-made products) 
and supplementary products worth 40 billion dollars ; the kind 
of products which do not sufficiently meet the Americans needs 
and hence should be imported. What is important in this respect 
is the fact that these “supplementary products” increasingly 
come from developing countries and less from other advanced 
countries. This means that the amount of food stuffs which the. 
US buys from the Third World is on the increase. Consequently 
it appears on the whole that the developing countries shoulder 
the task of providing food to the American population who 
actually suffer from over consumption, while our traditional 
crops face a stagnation in demand resulting from the production 
of alternative products (synthetic products or substitutes). How- 
ever another highly significant phenomenon props up in this con- 
nection concerning the situation of Third World producing coun- 
tries, each taken individually. It is quite a grave phenomenon. In 
fact, these countries are obliged to cope with an extraordinarily 


irregular and fluctuating demand related both to quantity and 
price. 


This is the reason that impels us to consider another con- 
crete solution so as to better our future. Non-aligned states and 
eventually the 119 countries of the Group of 77 should promote 
trade among themselves. In fact it is widely known that trade 
among developing countries is insignificant (only 6% of world 
trade and 2.5% if oil is excluded), in view of the fact that their 
economies are more competing than integrated. Yet is this weak-: 
ness of exchanges among South-South countries that consti- 
tutes in itself a decisive favourable factor for the diversification 
of agricultural production. Instead of having tripartite trade ex- 
changes by the intermediary of trusts, rather the Third World 
countries should exchange among themselves the food products 
they need. 


The afore-mentioned short comings would be overcome by 
these means : 


a) As producers of raw materials, we should not approach 
the international market separately, but we should organise our- 
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selves and help one another so as to get the most advantageous 
prices until we are able to process our products ourselves. 


b) As countries importing industrial products, we should 
agree on limiting our purchases to rich countries that grant us 
the best terms of loans and best prices, or to countries that are 
not opposed to our glaim for a new international order, as well 
as to those that assist us in our national liberation struggle. 


c) The third means is to increase the communication and 
transportation networks operating among South-South. 


In fact, transport lines, commercial networks, banks and 
insurance companies are still set up in the direction North-South 
and South-North, as during the colonial empires’ epoch. Before 
embarking on the North-South dialogue, of which neither the 
initiative nor the conception is ours, the conclusion to be drawn 
here is that we should start a serious and responsible South- 
South dialogue. A South-South mutually advantageous trade 
could be an inter Third World formula of solidarity. 


The negotiators representing peripheral countries will be 
reinforcing their positions vis-a-vis central developed countries, 
if they had the political will to decide not to purchase products 
from the North unless they had exhausted all possibilities of 
getting their supplies from other Third World countries. 


It is obvious that the condition sine qua non for the success 


of ‘such measure is non-allegiance, that is real political indepen- 
dence. 


Under these conditions, we could hope for the creation of a 
Monetary Fund for Non-Aligned Countries (similar to the IMF)’ 
or eventually an Inter-Third-World Monetary Fund. 
Non-Aligned Countries Monetary Fund 


The general objectives of this Fund are: 


— To promote economic and monetary cooperation with a view 


— 243 — 


to integrating the economies of member states and accele- 
rate the economic growth process. 


— To help member states in facing up the balance of payments. 
deficit. 


— To favour the exchanges among member states and strive to 
abolish restrictions on current payments. 


— To ensure the stability of exchange rates. 
— Coordinate the stand of Non-Aligned countries with regard. 
to the international financial and economic problems. 
Fund’s activities : 


— To grant short and medium term loans for the financing of 
balance of payments deficits, 


— Act as intermediary for the account of member states in the: 
issuance of loans on financial markets. 


— To hold periodical consultations with member states on their 
economic situation and the policies they have adopted. 


— To provide technical assistance to banks and monetary insti- 
tutions in member states. 
Resources : 


— Subscription of member states to the Fund’s capital accord- 
ing to the prorata of their G.N.P. and their reserves. 


— Contribution of the member states exporting oil at the 
prorata of their surpluses. 


— Loans granted by international financial bodies. 


— Part of the resources (50 to 65%) shall be allocated to fin- 
ance the deficit resulting from oil imports. 


Terms of Loans : 
— In general 


a) Conditions for receiving loans: the member states 
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should have a balance of payments deficit arising from imports 
other than oil. 


b). Amount : According to the importance of credit needs 
of member states, while taking into account the balance of pay- 
ments deficit, the position of its reserves, its economic and finan- 
cial situation and its repayment ability. The total amount of loans 
to be granted by the Fund can be limited to the 2/3 of its capital. 


c) Interests : the interests rate shall be less than the rate 
prevailing in the market, but shall vary according to the dura- 
tion of the loan. The commitment fee shall be set in time, for 
0,25% for instance. 


d) Repayment period : to be fixed, for example from 7 to 
10 years with 2 or 3 years grace period. 


— In case the deficit is resulting from oil imports. 


— Conditions for receiving loans : the member state should 
substantiate the fact that the balance of payments deficit arises 
from its oil imports. Priority shall be given to member states 
that control their own oil circuit (supply, transport, refining and 
distribution). 


b) Amount : like the previous case it shall be fixed accord- 
ing to the conditions and the economic situation of the borrowing 
country. 


c) Interests: the loan could be exempted from interests, 
with a commitment fee of 0,25%. 


d) Repayment: the period is to be determined, for instance 
from 10 to 15 years, with a grace period of 2 to 3 years. 


The setting up. of a Development Fund for Non-Aligned 
countries. 


The setting up of this Fund should enable member states to 
accelerate the development process. 


Activities : 


— To participate with long term loans in investment expen- 
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ses, whether at the start of operation stage, or in projects under- 
way, in cooperation with member states or other organisations. 


— To assist member states in the choice or set up of pro- 
jects (feasibility studies). 
Resources : 


— Subscriptions of member states to the Fund’s capital, 
according to their economic and financial situation. 


— Contributions of member states producing oil according 
to their economic and financial situation. 


— Contributions of member states producing oil according 
to their surpluses. 


— Loans to be granted by international organisations or on 
financial markets, and whose total amount should not exceed that 
of the Fund’s capital. 


Conditions and terms: 


— Interest rate less than the market rate but varying ac- 
cording to amount and duration of loan. 


— Commitment fee : 0.5%. 


— Duration to be fixed : from 25 to 50 years with a grace 
period of 10 years, for example. 


The loan is made available to the borrower by tranches upon 
justifying that the previous tranch was realized. 
Fund for the stabilization of basic products prices. 


As we have already mentioned, this Fund shall be an insti- 
tution for the finance of instruments and measures for the stabi- 
lisation of products. 


Activity : Financing regulating stocks. 


Rescurces : 


— Subscriptions of member states to the Fund’s capital 
according to the financial situation and resources of these states. 
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—. Contribution to the capital by industrialised countries. 


— Refund or oil imports of member states. 
Operation : 


— Intervention on markets of various products as soon as 
the prices exceed the ceiling that will be periodically fixed. 


Other solutions : 


More flexible terms of payments for oil imports from non- 
aligned countries. In this regard, priority could be given to 
member states that control their oil circuit. In fact our autonomy 
and our collective self-sufficiency are influenced by the national 
autonomy and independence of each member state. 


These are some of the ideas we put forward, though we are 
not experts on financial matters. We know that many institutions 
of this kind already exist, but we also know that for various 
reasons huge amounts of funds held by some institutions such 
as the Arab Monetary Fund and the OPEC Special Fund remain 
unutilized. 


But if we have the political will to establish a just and demo- 
cratic, new international economic and commercial order, we 
should have the means that enable us to carry out our policy. 


We should also set up in each of our countries a national 
new and democratic order, by ensuring our real independence, 
by putting into question our economic and social priorities, by 
fighting the outward orientation of our economies, in response 
to the aspirations of our peoples. 


It is only in these conditions that we could be ready for a 
true North-South dialogue, or a frank trilogue free of neo- 
colonialist bias. 


United, we can reject all forms of cooperation based on the 
type of relation between horseman and horse. 
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United and aware, we can reject all forms of trilogue or 
cooperation similar to the relation between Syce, horse and 
horseman. 


United and strong, we can face up to a North-South dia- 
logue or TRILOGUE. Before any North-South dialogue, or any 
TRILOGUE, we need to be organized, to strengthen our struc- 
tures and make out of them solid institutions that promote our 
development, economic and financial independence and collective 
self-sufficiency. 
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—_—__ _—_ —_ _ _ _______—_. WORKING PAPER 


TO THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
presented by P.D.R. of ‘Yemen 


Comrades and Friends 


The liberation of economy from dependence and from the 
exploitation of imperialist monopolies has always been a pressing 
issue in the struggle of developing countries and a central ques- 
tion in all international activities and events, to the organization 
of some of which our country has had the honour of contribut- 
ing. Coping with development problems constitutes a major chal- 
lenge to the possible elevation of the standard of these countries 
and their keeping abreast with the march of development and 
progress. 


The past few years have witnessed a marked revival in and 
a deepening of the content of the national liberation movement 
which is organically linked with the nature of the new age where- 
in humanity lives, and that in the age of world wide transition 
from capitalism to socialism. The struggle for the reconstruction 
of international economic relations on sound and equitable basis 
features as one of the fundamental traits of the struggles waged 
by the developing countries, and an indication of the growing 
success scored by the world revolutionary process through its 
democratic and progressive forces, foremost among which are 
the socialist community countries and their vanguard, the Soviet 
Union. The radical change that occurred in the world balance of 
power in favour of the forces of liberation, peace and socialism 
is alone responsible for pinpointing the possible reformulation of 
international economic relations as a pressing issue that brooks 
no delay. 
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Comrades, 


It is no secret that the struggle to introduce a radical devel- 
opment is closely linked with the capacity of liberated countries 
to maintain their independence and national sovereignty, the 
nature of their political and ideological outlook and the right 
selection of their independent liberation course. Experiments 
have indicated that the capitalist course with its many setbacks 
and ties of dependence is inadequate for the peoples’ ambitions 
and aspirations to independent progressive development. The real 
path of development lies basically in the adoption of a progres- 
sive nationalist socio-economic policy that wrenches the coun- 
try’s wealth from the hands of foreign monopolies and are in 
harmony with the interests of the national economy and the 
broad masses. This policy is vividly expressed in an overall, plan- 
ned development designed to continue the process of political 
liberation through economic liberation, while cementing the 
values and progressive concepts of the new community. More- 
over, it fortifies the militant positions of the developing coun- 
tries on the international level in a bid to re-establish interna- 
tional economic relations on the basis of equality. This path alone 
guarantees the continuation of the line pursued by liberation 
revolutions to realize the objectives of the broad masses, and 
foils all imperialist and colonialist schemes to return to these 
countries by neo-colonialist means and through their giant eco- 
nomic tools, particularly the multinational corporations which 
plunder these countries’ wealth and export their economic sur- 
pluses. 


Comrades, 


The struggle of the developing countries to succeed in the 
domain of international economic relations depends on the extent 
of their unity and adherence to the common objectives of this 
struggle as well as on the extent of their ability to develop con- 
tinuously their economic relations with the socialist community 
countries, which today set an example for the desired interna- 
tional economic relations. The peoples of the developing coun- 
tries, including the peoples of our two continents, have realized 
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tremendous gains on the international level when the world com- 
munity recognized the legitimacy of these demands. This was 
evident in the documents, resolutions and programmes adopted 
by the U.N. and its agencies ; as well as in the concerted position 
taken by these countries vis-a-vis the questions of prices, infla- 
tion and the development of national technology. It was also 
evident in their attitude toward the destructive effect of multi- 
nationals, and the dominant view that the structure of interna- 
tional economic relations should be reconsidered as well as all 
manifestations of capitalist exploitation, dependence on and link- 
age to the capitalist world, whose laws hamper the progress of 
the developing countries. 


Despite the legitimacy of the demands of developing coun- 
tries the imperialist states try to disrupt the unity of their posi- 
tions by offering some peripheral concessions that do not affect 
the core of these relations, and by conducting dialogues on the 
so-called problems of the north and the south. Nothing transpired 
from these dialogues due to the intransigence of the imperialist 
countries, and the shirking off of their historical responsibility 
for the backwardness and misery prevailing in many parts of 
the world. They attempted to turn these dialogues into a mere 
field for discussing the problems of their energy and fuel sup- 
plies without due consideration for the major points of difference 
in the re-construction of international economic relations on 
sound and equitable basis. 


Lately the imperialist and reactionary forces have escalated 
their confrontation of the liberal trends of developing countries 
and their determination to pursue independent development poli- 
cies to liberate their resources from the domination of foreign 
monopolies. This confrontation has assumed many forms parti- 
cularly after world imperialism had lost its control and influence 
over many parts of the world, as a result of the growing revolu- 
tionary tide and the victory of numerous liberation revolutions. 
Some of these forms had a traditional nature such as direct 
intervention in countries’ internal affairs, the engineering of con- 
spiracies and coups, the setting up of military bases and fleets 
to terrorize the peoples of developing countries and their patriotic 
democratic regimes. This applies to the peoples of our two con- 
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tinents who are currently surrounded by hostile military bases 
and fleets aimed at seizing their resources, guaranteeing the 
inflow of such wealth in imperialist countries, and tightening the 
imperialist grip on them. All this is manifest in the subversive 
acts and conspiracies hatched by imperialism and its racist reac- 
tionary mainstays to check the progressive development pro- 
cesses in Asian and African countries. 


Other forms of confrontation are manifest in the capitalist 
countries’ exploitation of the weak position of developing coun- 
tries in the world market and their more favourable position in 
that market, in order to impose further hegemony and restric- 
tions on these countries and stall their demands. Such operation 
is conducted in collusion with the neo-colonialist tool and partners 
— the Multinational Corporations. This collusion aims at under- 
mining any serious development attempts and using all possible 
means to attain that end — including the exportation of infla- 
tion to the economies of these countries, the imposition of a set 
of restrictions on their external trade, discrimination among 
them in the international division of labour with a view to dis- 
rupting their unity, and weakening their positions. Imperialist 
circles, moreover, fight off attempts to establish a firm basis for 
national technology and use every means to attract and persuade 
brains and cadres in developing countries to emigrate to them. 


In spite of these forms of imperialist confrontation, the 
cause of development has assumed new dimensions and drew the 
attention of liberated countries. After centuries of imperialist- 
colonialist plundering, that was instrumental in bringing about 
backwardness and misery in these countries, and development to 
the Western capitalist countries, it was imperative to adopt new 
development strategies in order to effect the desired develop- 
ment, and the optimum utilization of resources, and channelling 
them towards the increased evolution of production forces and 
ties, and the creation of a productive national economy, free of 
all forms of dependence and linkage. 


No doubt the major success scored by the experiments of 
the socialist community countries, since the establishment of the 
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first socialist state in the world and until the emergence and 
later the strengthening of the position of socialist countries, has 
given strong momentum to the peoples’ endeavour to pursue a 
new path and adopt a new concept for socio-economic develop- 
ment — the socialist-oriented path. Such orientation necessitates 
the introduction of radical changes in the old economic structure, 
associated with a clear class vision and aligned to the poor and 
toiling masses. In other words political liberation should be com- 
plemented by an economic liberation with a view to undermining 
the interests of the old powers and establishing new launching 
pads for independent progressive development. The experiments 
of many countries have proved that political independence unas- 
sociated with economic independence, (though many attempts 
‘were made to introduce irradical reformist solutions) would cer- 
tainly blow up these efforts or bring them to an impass and in- 
crease economic dependence within the framework of the inter- 
national division of labour. 


While dealing with the liberation movement in Asia and 
Africa, it is imperative to pursve a new course ensuring the intro- 
‘duction of radical transformations, and the association of poli- 
‘tical independence with a complete economic independence that 
gives development a new content. A content that is related to 
‘the interests and goals of the masses, and evident in securing 
national resources, and in building a sophisticated, productive 
national economy propped up by a material and technical base, 
made by the workers and the peasants as well as other cate- 
gories of the toiling masses, participating in the qualitative trans- 
formation process of society. 


Comrades, 


In its strategies, policies and plans our country pursues a 
clear course of independent development. By experience and in 
spite of the difficulties it has encountered in view of the shortage 
of material and human resources, this course has certainly 
proved to be sound. This is because it is oriented to serve the 
‘vast majority of the population — the poor masses of workers, 
‘peasants and low-income cadres, and ensure the procedure of the 
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socio-economic process away from the circle of colonialist depen- 
dence. 


Though our experiment is modest in nature and still in its. 
early stages, yet it has proved that independent development can 
only be achieved in the presence of a set of necessary conditions. 
These have been available, thanks to the sound policy pursued 
by our party and its conscious assimilation of the theory of scien- 
tific socialism. We can sum up these conditions as follows : 


First : Establishment of the national democratic state-power 
that represents the interests of the workers and peasants and 
other toiling people and is capable of moving and mobilizing the 
masses in an orderly and effective manner to participate in the 
tasks of economic and social construction. 


Second : Carrying out a set of structural changes with e 
view to transforming the distorted socio-economic structure into 
one capable of assuming the tasks and prospects of independent 
progressive development. This should be done along the follow- 
ing lines: 


a) Enactment of laws for the nationalization of foreign 
monopolies and world-capital related economic enterprises. These 
measures served as a basis of setting up in our country the state 
sector which is playing a leading role in carrying out current 
economic changes, as well as economic and social development: 
projects, and in providing the people with the necessary basic 
commodities. 


The state sector’s contribution to GNP has arisen to more 
than 50% which means that the leading role of this new form of 
economy in our economic and social life is increasing ; 

b) Implementation of a radical agrarian reform through 
participation of the peasants themselves and organized peasantry 
uprisings. 


Agrarian reform, in this traditional sector, goes hand-in- 
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hand with a genuine revolution to develop production relations 
and forces pending the spreading of co-operatives and pioneer 
state forms, in addition to supporting this sector by all possible 
means at this stage. At present, these two forms of social owner- 
ship represent almost 80'% of the cultivated area. Thousands of 
producers, whose consciousness is being intensified and whose 
adherence to the revolutionary process is being enhanced through 
successes scored in the course of socio-economic construction, 
are engaged in the co-operative sector; 


c) Immediate start of the country’s industrialization pro- 
cess in proportion with the available potentials in order to lay 
down solid foundation for the material and technical structure 
of the new society. This has been manifested in the establish- 
ment of several national advanced industries mainly based on 
local services and national skill cadres. Steady development of 
the industrial sector has resulted in its steadily increasing con- 
tribution to GNP ; 


d) Destruction of the o!d state machinery and initiating a 
host of measures aimed at facing the subversive role played by 
some elements of the old apparatus. This confrontation involves 
endeavours to direct and re-educate, in the spirit of the new 
values and ideas, the old skilled personnel and cadres, persistence 
in creating new efficiencies and cadres, and orienting the educa- 
tional, training, rehabilitation and cultural institutions to engage 
in creating national cadres, conscious of the character and laws 
of the period. 


e) Dissemination of the cultural revolution and combating 
illiteracy so as to eliminate all manifestations of civilization and 
cultural backwardness. Curricula and cultural programmes have 
undergone specific developments and changes to help meet the 
needs and requirements of the new situation. Consequently, 
educational and cultural institutions as well as enrollment have 
increased. For instance, enrollment in 1979 at all stages of educa- 
tion reached almost 300,000, whereas at the end of the colonial 
era it did not exceed 60,000. This is an indication of the expan- 
sion of the educational process and its inclusion of all the work- 
ing classes and categories in our country. 
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Third: Paying attention to the citizens’ basic needs, for 
shelter, food, clothing and health, by expanding these services: 
and making them available to the poor masses. The state has 
paid particular attention to this aspect. This is proved by the 
remarkable expansion of these services, the steady increase of 
state appropriations in this respect, a matter that is noticeable 
in the current second 5-Year Development Plan. They were in- 
creased by 200% against the previous plan’s figures. 


Fourth : Changing the structure of the nation’s economic 


relations on the international level along the following basic 
lines : 


© to minimize relations with the international monopolies and. 
to reject their conditional offers and loans : 


@ to reject conditional loans which jeopardize political and 
economic independence ; 


@ to considerably increase economic and technical cooperation 
relations with the socialist community countries, to benefit 
from the expertise and assistance they provide with no 
strings attached and channelling them into development 
areas. Our country has witnessed a notable expansion in 
these relations which enabled us to achieve many cevelop- 
ment targets and establish many large-scale economic pro- 


jects in industry and agriculture as well as in all fields of 
the national economy. 


@ to promote relations with the developing countries, making 
use of and exchanging struggle experiences in the field of 
independent growth and development, these relations which 
give strong momentum to the struggle of the developing 
countries against the illegitimate grouping of the imperialist 
and colonialist powers. 


Fifth : To adopt comprehensive national planning as the only 
successful means for optimum utilization of material and human 


resources in order to achieve the highest possible rates of devel- 
opment. 
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Sixth : To increase the working masses’ participation in the 
country’s economic and social development process and political 
life by setting up nation-wide mass organizations that assumed 
the task of mobilizing the workers, peasants and other toiling 
people in order to implement the development plans. The 
workers’, peasants’ and youth organization in our country have 
played a tremendous role in this respect which enhanced the 
effectiveness of the masses participation. 

The above-mentioned are the most salient prerequisites for 
independent development which our country was and is still 
undertaking, thus by passing a lot of development-related prob- 
lems, pains and sufferings that are deservedly considered natural 
consequences of the heritage left by the old system and part of 
the character of the transitional period we are going through. 
In our opinion, these prerequisites are common among the ma- 
jority of the Asian and African states and constitute a corner- 
stone in the achievement of independent progressive construction, 
capable of realising the economic and social progress of the toil- 
ing masses. 


Comrades: 


In its stands and resolutions, the AAPSO has always under- 
lined the fact that the economic and social development issues 
are of vital importance to the promotion of the liberation strug- 
gle, launched by the newly independent countries and that the 
major task of the Afro-Asian solidarity movement now is to 
achieve economic independence, carry out radical economic and 
social changes and raise the masses’ living standard. 


This situation places before the Organization tremendous 
tasks to be carried out — ie., to support the struggles of the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and all peoples assuming the task of 
independent economic development, free from all forms of de- 
pendency on and ties with the capitalist world. This pinpoints 
the need for a new development strategy concepts for these coun- 
tries as the strategies previously adopted have proved over the 
past decades to be conducive only to more dependency. The 
successful materialization of such new development strategy con- 
cepts depends on this or that state’s ability to pursue a national 
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economic policy adherent to maintaining national independence 
and sovereignty and protecting the national riches and resources 
against imperialist colonialist plunder and exploitation. 


Hence we believe that, through its bodies and various acti- 
vities, this Organization can play an effective role in the follow- 
ing directions : 


(1) To stress the organic relations between the people’s 
national liberation causes and independence by emphasizing the 
importance of complementing political independence by economic 
independence. In this connection, the Organization can play a 
‘significant role after having accumulated tremendous experien- 
ces with most of the peoples of the two continents. 


Therefore we propose the following means to attain this 
goal : 


a) To analyze growth and development patterns’ applied 
by certain countries to point out the effects of such differences 
in terms of “dependency and independence” on the welfare of the 
peoples of the region, so that this analysis may serve as a scien- 
tific applied material, to be used by the Organization in com- 
municating its findings to member nations. Such analysis should 
bring to light the major factors responsible for this variation 
of patterns in terms of diagnosis and effects, in order to help 
‘draw conclusions aimed at enlightening the people of the region 
‘on the future consequences of adopting different development 
patterns ; 


b) The substance of this analysis should be subject to ex- 
tensive discussions at the conference concerned, in their publica- 
tions and documents that would mainly serve the peoples of this 
region or communicate information to official and popular orga- 
nizations inside and outside these countries. 


(2) The Organization should participate effectively, in co- 
operation with international governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, in worldwide campaigns aimed at emphasizing the 
imperative necessity of economic independence. It should also 
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endeavour to achieve unity and closer cooperation among devel- 
oping countries, ‘the group of 77’ in all economic and social 
fields, with a view to confronting the various aspects of im- 
perialist exploitation, and the conspiracies aimed at disrupting 
the unified position of developing countries, by holding hilateraf 
dialogues with them, or presenting marginal concessions, and 
adopting discriminatory measures in dealing with them. 


(3) The Organization should assume an effective role in 
clearly bringing out the evident linkage between the various 
forms of covert military interference, the setting up of aggres- 
sive and military bases, and the attempts made by the peoples 
in the region to achieve their political independence and restore 
some of their legitimate rights, as well as the imperialist political 
and economic aims of such interference. 


(4) The Organization should study the role of international 
monopolies, particularly multi-nationals as the tools of neo- 
colonialism, fulfilling their mission of exploiting the riches and 
resources of the peoples. This should be done by using all mass 
media, as well as public and official pressure, to cope with the 
various forms of exploitation, and expose the destructive role 
played by these corporations. 


(5) The Organization should support the legitimate de- 
mands of developing countries for the establishment of an inter- 
national economic order based on equality among all states, which 
puts an end to the brain-drain of developing countries, and 
enables them to further proceed on the path of progress and in- 
dependent development. 


(6) Support and consolidation of the development trends 
in economic and social relations with the socialist community’s 
countries and commanding such relations as a good example for 
equitable relations among sovereign states’; stressing the impact 
and effectiveness of these relations for the development of the 
Third World countries by benefiting from ‘the experience of so- 
cialist countries in all fields. 


At the same time, the initiatives made at international level, 
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by the socialist community and the USSR for the creation of 
favourable conditions for the development of the Third World 
countries should be consolidated, as well as the policies of de- 
tente, peaceful coexistence and halting the arms race, because it 
is only under such conditions that the possibility for the con- 
tinuation of the development process, looms large. Today those 
conditions are in jeopardy owing to the aggressive policy of world 
imperialism headed by the United States of America. 


—  Stressing the utmost importance of increasing the vo- 
lume of assistance extended to developing countries, and support- 
ing the bid to cut military budgets which today reach exorbitant 
figures and directing these appropriations towards the assistance 
of developing countries to free them from backwardness and 
poverty. 


The aforementioned tasks are rather weighty, yet at the 
‘Same time they are very urgent. We believe that AAPSO has 
an important role to play in achieving them, and in placing them 
among its top priority endeavours, present and future, in view 
of the organic unity of thé tasks set for political and economic 
liberation. 


On its part, when advocating these trends, our country is 
among the states upon which the Organization can depend in its 
continuous struggle for the achievement of these tasks. It will 
certainly offer all its available potentialities in this respect, with 
a view to attaining the common objectives of the struggle of the 
peoples of Asia and Africa for liberation, social and economic 
independence, and the building up of a human society free of 
exploitation and dependence. 
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GENERAL DECLARATION 
AND RESOLUTIONS 


GENERAL DECLARATION 


The 18th Council Session of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity Organization took place in Aden, the capital of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, on March ‘20-26, 1981. It was 
attended by prominent figures of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Move- 
ment, delegations of the national liberation movements from 
Asia, Africa and Latin America, solidarity committees from the 
socialist countries and representatives of the progressive Western 
forces and international organisations. 


The participants in the AAPSO Council Session express their 
warm gratitude to the Yemeni People and the Government of 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen for the hospitality 
accorded to this historic forum of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity. The contribution of the Yemeni people to the struggle 
for liberation, independence and world peace is highly assessed 
by the Afro-Asian peoples and all the progressive and democratic 
world public, and the convening of the present session of the 
AAPSO Council in Aden, bears this out. 


The participants in the session have reviewed vital problems 
of the national liberation movement in Africa, Asia, Latin Ame- 
rica and the Caribbean and the present international develop- 
ments and outlined the tasks of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity Organization within the framework of the international 
democratic movement and world anti-imperialist front. 


The AAPSO Council notes unanimously that the struggle of 
the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, the 
progressive forces in Europe and America and all national libera- 
tion, patriotic and peace-loving forces against imperialism, colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism, racism, Zionism and reaction, for inde- 
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pendence, freedom and social progress, for detente, disarmament 
and lasting peace has required new dimensions. In all its ver- 
satility, this struggle seeks to maintain the irreversible march 
of history, preserve life on the planet and ensure a better future 
for every human being and people. 


The participants in the session affirm that in the present 
conditions when the international situation has deteriorated be- 
cause of persistent imperialist intrigues, the peoples of Asia 
and Africa continue their confident advance along the road of 
strengthening their political and economic independence, deepen- 
ing progressive socio-economic transformations and have proved 
to be still more actively committed to the principles of equality 
and justice in international economic relations. 


The Council notes with satisfaction that the non-aligned 
movement which unites the independent countries and liberation 
movements of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean 
defending their vital interests and rights against the encroach- 
ments of ‘the imperialist policy of diktat ‘and exploitation makes 
a considerably more effective contribution to the world anti- 
imperialist, anti-racist and anti-Zionist struggle. 


The Council believes that our common task is to defend the 
progressive development and the deepening of the anti-imperial- 
ist content of the non-aligned movement, to endeavour to conso- 
lidate its ranks in the face of hostile campaigns launched unre- 
mittingly by the imperialist forces. 


The Council reaffirms that one of the major factors of the 
success of the unwavering struggle for the final liberation of 
the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean 
from the shackles of colonialism, neo-colonialism and backward- 
ness, is the militant solidarity and the natural and historically 
inevitable alliance between the forces of the national liberation 
movement, the non-aligned movement, the international demo- 
cratic and workers’ movement and the socialist community. 


The peoples of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Carib- 
bean highly assess the valuable contribution of the socialist com- 
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munity in the unwearing struggle ‘of national liberation forces 
and of progressive and peace-loving forces in the world, for 
peace, detente, the halting of arms race, for freedom and social 
progress, for equitable international cooperation, respect for na- 
tional independence and sovereignty and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries. The positive results achieved 
in this arduous struggle have a wholesome effect on the promo- 
tion of the national liberation movement of the peoples of Africa, 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean and are in their vital 
interests and aspirations. 


In this context the participants in the session greet the 
results of the historic 26th Congress of the CPSU, which took 
decisions that confirmed once again the USSR’s invariable sup- 
port for the struggle of national liberation movements and pro- 
gressive and democratic forces of the world. 


The seventies saw many outstanding achievements of the 
national liberation movements in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and the Caribbean. The victory of the heroic Vietnamese people 
over US imperialism which started an inhuman and barbaric war 
against it and the reunion of Vietnam into a single socialist 
state, which became an outpost of peace and progress in South- 
East Asia, have become a veritable triumph of the world anti- 
imperialist movement. The victory of the Kampuchean people 
who ousted the genocidal regime of Pol Pot Yeng-Sari — Khie 
Samphan has been of great significance for the cause of peace. 
The emergence of Bangladesh was a remarkable victory in this 
context. Powerful blows by revolutionary forces have crushed 
Portugal’s colonialism and have put Angola, Mozambique and 
other former Portuguese colonies on the road of independent 
development. The pressure of people’s revolutions has brought 
about the collapse of the corrupted monarchies in Ethiopia, Af- 
ghanistan and Iran. The victory of the people of Zimbabwe under 
the leadership of the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front has become of 
great importance for the final destruction of the bastions of 
racism and apartheid in Namibia and South ‘Africa. The peoples 
of these countries have become worthy members of the world 
community of nations working for genuine democracy and pro- 


gress. 
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The AAPSO Councii acknowledges the great successes 
achieved in the struggle against the aggressive policies of im- 
perialism, neo-colonialism and racism. But at the same time it 
calls attention to the increased aggressiveness of imperialism and 
reaction which of late has stepped up efforts to bring under its 
domination the independent states and peoples, whip up the arms 
race and interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. Seek- 
ing to hold their positions in the countries of Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the imperialists provoke enmity and 
conflicts between independent states, use arms and mercenaries 
to support anti-popular regimes and set up military-political 
alliances against progressive countries and revolutionary move- 
ments. Using local reactionary circles as its power base, imperial- 
ism does its worst to prevent the liquidation of the last strong- 
holds of racism and apartheid in Southern Africa and the estab- 
lishment of a just and durable peace in the Middle East, through 
their adherence to the Camp David accords rejected and con- 
demned by the Arab peoples. 


The US imperialism is leading the imperialist forces offen- 
sive in establishing permanent military presence in the Arab 
Peninsula, Egypt, Somalia, Kenya, the Bengal Bay, the littoral 
marine passages — the Gulf and the Red Sea — and the Indian 
Ocean. The US has secured military bases and facilities in Oman, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, maintained a multinational military 
armada in vicinity to the Arab Peninsula as part of a multina- 
tional task force ready for interference. 


The strategic Diego Garcia naval base is being expanded and 
provided with sophisticated nuclear weapons which constitutes a 
threat to the peoples of Africa, Asia and the world. 


The Council deems that the joint manoeuvres of the US 
forces conducted in Oman and Egypt constitute a serious provo- 
cation to the peoples of the region, and considers that the mili- 
tary provocations by Oman against Democratic Yemen, is an im- 
plementation in practice of these joint exercises. 


Imperialist powers and their allies act aggressively against 
the peoples of the area, attempt to strike at their national libera- 
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tion movements and destabilize the progressive regimes of De- 
mocratic Yemen, Socialist Ethiopia, 'and the Libyan Jamahireya 
and to tighten their grip upon the sources and transportation 
lines of oil in the Arab Peninsula ‘and the Gulf. The imperialist 
circles make use of the armed conflict between Iraq and Iran 
to consolidate their military presence in the region. 


The other facet of US policy is enforcing the reactionary 
regimes in this region through intensive armament and encour- 
agement of regional pacts such as the Organization of Gulf Co- 
operation. 


Therefore, the initiatives and proposals of the Soviet Union 
and the Democratic Yemen, which aim at the liquidation of the US 
military presence in the Gulf, are in conformity with the aspira- 
tions of the peoples in this particular area. 


The reactionary regimes’ current policy is the alliance with 
imperialist powers externally and repression of the popular, 
democratic forces internally. 


The Council deems that oil resources exploited by capitalist 
monopolies in the Gulf and the Arab Peninsula area, must be 
used in the interests of the peoples in the region, and for their 
progress and put to the solution of the actual issues of the Arab 
nation. 


The participants in the AAPSO Council Session draw the 
attention of the peace-loving public to the serious danger of the 
persistent attempts by imperialist forces to involve Afro-Asian 
countries in the imperialist military preparations in the Red Sea, 
Indian Ocean and Gulf. 


The Council expresses its support to the fight of the peoples 
of Latin America and the Caribbean and condemns the escalation 
of the US government’s aggression in that region. 


The participants in the Council express particularly their 
solidarity with the heroic fight of the Salvador people who is 
fighting a hard and unequal combat against the genocidal regime 
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of the Military Christian Democratic Junta and urges to put an 
end to the US military aid to the said Junta. 


The meeting affirms its support to the peoples of Guatemala, 
Honduras and other countries of Central America that are com- 
mitted to attain their definitive and comprehensive independence 
from the imperialist domination. 


The participants in the 13th Council of AAPSO restate their 
denunciation of the criminal economic blockade that, during more 
than 20 years, has been imposed on Cuba by the US government 
and support the just demand of the unconditional withdrawal 
of the US Guantanamo Base, and to put an end to the hostile 
actions against the Cuban people. 


The Council notes with grave concern the situation in the 
Caribbean Sea, where US imperialism has concentrated a huge 
war fleet and uses the Panama Canal Zone to carry out aggres- 
sive actions as well as economic and political destabilization 
manoeuvres aimed to intimidate the progressive countries of the 
region and halt the progress of the existing revolutionary process. 


They express their solidarity with patriots in Chile, Argen- 
tina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia and other countries of the 
region that are subjected to suppression, imprisonment and tor- 
ture and fight against the decision to institutionalize fascism as 
has happened with the blatant bogus in Chile, and uphold the 
fight for better future for their peoples. 


The Council hails the revolutionary process in Nicaragua 
and Grenada and condemns the manoeuvres and aggressions 
against their peoples. Likewise the Council expresses its full 
support to Puerto Rico and Belize for their right to self-deter- 
mination and national independence. 


Attempts by the new US Administration and its allies to put 
on a footing of equality the national liberation movements which 
are legitimate representatives of their peoples recognized by 
the UN, the OAU and the Non-aligned movement, and what is 


— 268 — 


called ‘terrorism’, indicate the extreme hostility of the US to 
the cause of national and social liberation of the peoples of Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. This policy constitutes: 
a provocation to world public opinion and is categorically con- 
demned by the Council. 


The intensification of imperialism’s actions against the free-. 
dom and independence of the peoples is closely connected with 
the political line of the aggressive US, NATO and world Zionism: 
circles to undermine international detente, whip up the arms race 
and return to the “cold war” times against the will of the peoples: 


that has been clearly asserted in all fora and international con- 
ferences. 


In the atmosphere of war hysteria, the military-industrial 
complex and transnational corporations of the imperialist powers 
have launched an offensive against the basic rights of millions 
of working people — the right to work, to a peaceful and pros- 
perous existence, social insurance and medical care — «and are 
consistently trampling the rights and freedoms of national 
minorities, indigenous peoples and aborigines. 


The Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation has always 
stressed that the arms race accelerated by imperialism obstructs 
the economic and social progress of all countries, especially the 
developing ones, creates considerable obstacles for the overcom- 
ing of their backwardness that was both inherited from the 
colonial rule and is being furthered by the modern methods of 
neo-colonial exploitation and which prohibits the solution of 
crucial problems of socio-economic development on which man- 
kind’s progress and peaceful future depend. 


The great struggle waged by the peoples of Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and the Caribbean for the establishment of a new 
and more equitable international order in the fields of economics, 
culture and information occupies, in this context, a position of 
priority. The demands of the developing countries of these con- 
tinents for a just equitable New International Economic Order 
and the democratization of financial, monetary, political and mass 
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information institutions are of primal importance, put a chal- 
lenge of our time which must be met and solved by all countries 
of the world. 


The AAPSO Council notes with deep concern the hege- 
monistic course of the Chinese leadership towards the Socialist 
Republic’ of Vietnam. The international public voices serious con- 
cern over the fact the Chinese leaders are strengthening their 
political and military ties with the forces of imperialism and 
reaction, in particular with the fascist junta in Chile and the 
South African racists, whipping up tension in South-East Asia 
and Asia as a whole. 


Evidence is abundant that a U.S.-Chinese-Japanese axis is 
being fostered and consolidated to create and escalate tension and 
‘destabilisation in the region. 


The participants in the meeting resolutely condemn the 
hostile and provocative actions and intrigues by China against 
the heroic Vietnam, the People’s Kampuchea and Laos which are 
marching with confidence along the road of building a new and 
peaceful life and express their militant solidarity with their 
struggle which is an important factor of peace and progress in 
Asia. 


Reaffirming its deep adherence to the great principles of 
Bandung and the ideals of freedom, national liberation, inde- 
pendence, non-alignment, security, progress of the peoples and 
lasting world peace, the Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Soli- 
darity Organisation declares that the Afro-Asian Solidarity 
movement is firmly determined to continue its tireless activities 
in the close unity with all anti-imperialist and peace-loving forces 
in the following key directions : 


— To render all-round support and assistance to the forces 
‘Waging a struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 


ism, and Zionism for national liberation and social progress. 


— To condemn direct or indirect interventions in the affairs 
of other countries. 
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— To achieve the speediest liquidation of the last remnants 
of racism and apartheid and, particularly in Southern Africa, to 
actively come out on the side of the Namibian people and support. 
it by all means in its selfless struggle for the speediest attain- 
ment of national independence and for the dismantling of the: 
apartheid system in South Africa, by giving the all-round moral,. 
material and political support to the SWAPO (South West Africa 
Peoples’ Organisation) of Namibia and the African National 
Congress of South Africa which are the authentic representa- 
tives of the national interests and aspirations of their peoples: 
and to unmask the insidiousness of the forces of imperialism and 
racism which seek to impose on the peoples of Namibia and 
South Africa solutions that would enhance the domination of 
the racist regimes and increase the danger of new conflicts in: 
this region. 

— To condemn the nuclear collaboration of certain Western 
States and Israel with the racist regime of South Africa which 
has resulted in the military nuclearization of that regime. In the 
face of the criminal acts of repeated aggression by the apartheid 
regime such military nuclearization magnifies the international 
conflict in Southern Africa and endangers the peace and security 
of the world. 


— To consolidate the Afro-Arab solidarity in the struggle 
against Zionist colonialism and its ally the racist regime in South 
Africa, to support the African peoples and governments which 
stand by the Palestinian people struggle and to stand firmly 
against imperialist and Israeli endeavours for the resumption of 
relations with Israel after the nefarious Camp David accords. 


— To support Revolutionary Ethiopia and Lesotho, and 
other countries who firmly stand by the liberation movements in: 
Namibia and South Africa. 


— To support the firm position of the ‘“Front-line” states - 
Angola, Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zim- 
babwe in their comprehensive support to the national liberation 
struggle in Southern Africa, and in their efforts to get rid of the 
economic interference and pressures of the Pretoria regime as 
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manifested in the establishment of the Southern Africa Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference. 


— To put an end to the neo-colonialist African policy of 
France, and te alert all the progressive forces on the danger of 
establishing and restructuring French military bases in certain 
African countries, particularly to the South of the Sahara and in 
Reunion and denounces the deployment of French warships in 
the Indian Ocean and support the struggle of the people of 
Reunion against colonialism and for self-determination. 


— To call for support to the transitional government of 
national unity in Chad, to condemn the attempts of imperialism 
and reaction to violate the freedom and stability of Chad and 
to consolidate the efforts of the national government for con- 
‘ducting general elections in the country. 


— To act in solidarity with the people of the Comoro and 
‘support their legitimate struggle to liberate Mayotte from 
French occupation, attain their independence, unity and _terri- 
torial integrity, and put an end to the mercenary regime enforced 
in Moroni, a regime supported and organized by the government 
and French multinationals since 13th May 1978. 


— To help to liquidate, as soon as possible the last vestiges 
‘of Spanish colonialism in Africa, particularly in the Canary 
Archipelago and to stand by the Guanche people, under the leader- 
ship of the MPAIGC which wages its struggle for independence 
and socialism since 1964, and condemn the schemes of Spanish 
colonialism which persists in the refusal to decolonize the Canary 
Archipelago, an inseparable part of ‘Africa. The Spanish Colonial 
presence in the Canary Islands and ‘in the enclaves it still seizes 
in Morocco, constitutes a serious danger, especially now when the 
Madrid Government has officially requested affiliation to NATO 
for 1981. Through Spanish colonialism, NATO will establish 
itself in North-West Africa, so as to transform the Maghreb 
into a base of permanent aggression against the African con- 
tinent ; 


— To demand that European countries which still have 
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colonies in Africa, that is Spain and France, must decolonize, as 
soon as possible, what remains of thelr colonial empires. 


— The 13th AAPSO Council, highly concerned by the 
danger resulting from the devastating effects of the draught 
which has been striking the Sahel countries for the past ten 
years and which undoubtedly threatens the independence of 
states and endangers the life of the inhabitants, pressingly urges 
all the National Committees and thé affiliated bodies of the 
AAPSO to sensitize and mobilise their public opinion over that 
tragedy in order to obtain material and financial assistance for 
these National Committees in countries whose populations are 
the victims of the draught. 


The Council invites the Permanent Secretariat of the AAPSO 
to faunch an international campaign to sensitize public opinion 
by means of posters, forums, publications and ‘documents, etc... 


The 13th AAPSO Council, conscious of the necessity develop- 
ed upon the AAPSO to reflect in its actions the current political 
realities prevailing in Africa, to stand closely by the popular 


masses in order to better express their aspirations, invites the 
AAPSO Secretariat 


— to reinforce their links of cooperation with mass organi- 
sations in Africa, particularly with the Youth Movements, 
and Women and Workers Movements, 


— to reinforce the action of AAPSO towards the OAU (Or- 
ganisation of African Unity) so that it may contribute to 
instill impetus to its working committees and specialised 
institutions as well as its programme in the economic, poli- 
tical, cultural and social fields. 


The 13th AAPSO Council, highly concerned by the con- 
tinuous tensions prevailing in Africa, extends its complete sup- 
port to the OAU for the efforts it pursues to obtain a peaceful 
settlement of the disputes opposing the States of the Continent 
and invites it to take relevant measures to bring about a satis- 
factory solution to the refugee problem. 
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— The Council calls for the consolidation of the struggle 
waged by the peoples of Socialist Ethiopia for the defence of its 
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


— To support the struggle of the Saharoui people, under 
the leadership of its sole legitimate representative the POLI- 
SARIO Front, for the recovering of their rights to self-deter- 
mination, national independence and sovereignty on all their ter- 
ritories, and to persistently demand the Morocco government to 
start direct immediate negotiations with the POLISARIO Front, 
as recommended by the OAU and its ad-hoc committee, the non- 
aligned movement and the recent resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations at its 35th session in 1980. 


— To affirm that the Palestine question is the core and 
crux of the Middle East problem and that just and durable peace 
can only be achieved on the basis of full and unconditional Israeli 
pull-back from all the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, 
application of the Palestinian people’s inalienable national rights, 
including the right to self-determination and to set up their in- 
dependent sovereign state in Palestine in accordance with all 
the UN General Assembly resolutions on Palestine: to consider 
Security Council Resolution No. 242 as inappropriate to provide 
a basis for a just solution to the Palestine question and the 
Middle East crisis, to extend all forms of aid and assistance to 
the PLO being the legitimate and sole representative of the Pales- 
tinian Arab people and all the other Arab forces in their struggle 
against imperialism, Zionism and local reaction, for liberation of 
all the occupied Arab territories, restoration of the Palestinian 
people’s inalienable national rights, foiling partial solutions and 
submissive designs for the settlement of the Palestine question 
and the Middle East problem, including the Camp David and 
Washington Accords, the autonomy plot, the so-called Jordanian 
option and all schemes likely to impair Arab sovereignty and the 
Palestinian people’s inalienable national rights. 


— To condemn the racist fascist practices and the Israeli 
expansionist measures, including the annexation of Jerusalem, 
Galilee, Negev and other occupied Palestinian lands, the establish- 
ment of settlements, the operations of deportation, physical liqui- 
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dation, exile, destruction of national economy, plunder of Pales- 
tinian and Arab natural resources. Israeli military aggressions 
against the Lebanese and Palestinian people in South Lebanon 
with the US support and encouragement, considering these ag- 
gressions an act of genocide ; to safeguard the legitimate in- 
terests of the Palestinian resistance in Lebanon ; to call on the 
UN not to accept the credentials of the Israeli delegation which 
represents a government that violates the international law, and 
the UN resolutions, and which annexed Jerusalem and declared 
it its capital. 


— To condemn the continued Israeli occupation of part of 
Southern Lebanon, and call for its immediate withdrawal in ac- 
cordance with the Security Council resolutions, and to condemn 
the barbaric aggressions perpetrated by the Israeli forces, and 
the troops of the traitor Saad Haddad against the civilian popu- 
lation, the legitimate Lebanese forces, and the UNEFIL. All-out 
support should be extended to the Lebanese people led by the 
patriotic movement in its just struggle for the liberation of the 
occupied border strip and against the fascist isolationist project, 
and consolidate the militant cohesion between the Lebanese pa- 
triotic movement and the Palestinian Revolution and Syria in 
face of the imperialist plan in the region. 


— To consolidate the Arab progressive forces, condemn 
the imperialist, Zionist and reactionary manoeuvres against the 
Arab Republic of Syria and its progressive regime and assert its 
entire support to its struggle against the machinations of Camp 
David and its allies and agents in the region, and in the realisa- 
tion of its socio-economic transformations ; to reassert its sup- 
port to PLO, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyya, the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Algeria and the People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen in their steadfastness and confrontation against all the 
imperialist, Zionist and reactionary plans and conspiracies. 


—- To support the struggle waged by the peoples of Oman, 
Arab Republic of Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the Arab 
Gulf for the liquidation of US military presence, imperialist 
hegemony and termination of repression against democratic 
forces. 
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— To consolidate the efforts exerted by Democratic Yemen 
for the unity of Yemeni people in the North and the South on 
peaceful democratic bases, and tu reaffirm solidarity with the 
right of the Yemeni people to defend their national sovereignty 
and to stand firmly against all forms of imperialist and reac- 
tionary provocations and interventions in their internal affairs. 


— To support the struggle of the people of the Yemen Arab. 
Republic under the leadership of the National Democratic Front. 


— To support the struggle of the people of Cyprus for the 
elimination of occupation, for a solution based on the UN reso- 
lutions, to ensure to Cyprus its unity, sovereignty, non-align-- 
ment and the evacuation of foreign bases and forces. 


— To give the utmost assistance to a peaceful solution of 


the Iraq-Iran’s conflict in order to restore peace and stability 
in the region. 


— To demand and act for the dismantlement of all impe- 
rialist military bases and the complete denuclearisation of the 
Mediterranean and its transformation into a lake of peace in the 
general interest of the peoples of the region. 


— To strengthen democracy and the direct active partici- 
pation of the masses in the rule of their country and to redouble 
the vigilance of the peoples in Asia and Africa against the insi- 


dious imperialist intrigues against progressive national liberation. 
forces. 


— To help achieve joint efforts of the peace-loving public 
of Asian countries in the provision of a stable peace and secu- 
rity on the Asian continent. 


— To develop with international solidarity actions with 
Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos which are subject to provocations 
and threats of aggression on the part of China, and to call on 
all AAPSO national committees to undertake action for the 
recognition of the government of the. People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea. 
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— To support the plan for national reunification of Korea 
by founding a Confederal Republic through the establishment of 
a unified national government on condition that the North and 
the South of Korea recognize and tolerate each others ideas and 
social systems, and two sides of Korea would be represented in 
this government on an equal footing and under which they would 
exercise regional autonomy respectively with equal rights and 
duties, to check the “two Koreas” plot of the United States and 
put an end to their interference in the internal affairs of Korea, 
to unconditionally withdraw all the US troops and nuclear wea- 
pons from South Korea, and tomake the United States respond at 
once to the proposal of the DPRK to replace the Korean Armistice 
Agreement with a peace agreement, to eliminate the military 
fascist regime, fascist laws and repressive ruling apparatuses in 
South Korea, and to render all forms of support to the Korean 
people in their struggle to remove the danger of war on the 
Korean Peninsula and reunify the country by founding the De- 
mocratic Confederal Republic of Koryo. 


The AAPSO Council welcomes international proposals and 
efforts, including the non-aligned movement, the Soviet Union 
and the P.D.R. of Yemen, and the concerned Afro-Asian coun- 
tries proposals; aimed at ensuring peace and security in the 
Gulf, Red Sea and Indian Ocean area which envisage, in part, the 
renunciation of imperialist military bases and the deployment of 
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction there, non-inter- 
ference in the internal affairs of the countries of the region, 
respect for their status of non-aligned states and for their right 
to their natural resources. 


The Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organiza- 
tion favours the liquidation of all imperialist military land, naval 
and air forces bases in the Indian Ocean and censures any at- 
tempts to build up foreign military presence irrespective of the 
pretext. The AAPSO Council upholds the demand of Mauritius 
that Chagos Archipelago, including the island of Diego Garcia, 
be returned to it. 


The AAPSO Council comes out for a political settlement 
around Afghanistan by means of political negotiations between 


— 277 — 


Pakistan and the D.R. of Afghanistan, and between the D.R. 
of Afghanistan and Iran and for the signing of bilateral agree- 
ments between them that would guarantee the repudiation of 
military or any other hostile actions against the D.R. of Afgha- 
nistan and create the conditions for the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops. which were requested by the D.R. of Afghanistan. The 
AAPSO Council condemns the schemes of imperialism and reac- 
tion against independent Afghanistan. The AAPSO Council con- 
demns the attacks of imperialism and its allies who are prevent- 
ing the normalisation and stabilization concerning peace in this 
region. 


The Council of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organiza- 
tion appeals for the further consolidation of the militant alliance 
of the forces of the national liberation movement, socialist com- 
munity, the international workers’ and democratic movements in 
their joint anti-imperialist struggle. 


The AAPSO Council, in its 13th Session, after 23 years of 
struggle waged by the Organisation, pays tribute to the leaders 
and the founding-fathers of the Afro-Asian movement and the 
national liberation struggle, who fell, martyrs in the battlefield 
of honour. We reverently remember and pay homage to Salvador 
Allende, Mehdi Ben Barka, Houari Boumedienne, Amilcar Cabral, 
Kamal Jumblatt, Ernesto “Che’ Guevara, Patrice Lumumba, 
Archbishop Makarios, Ho-Chi Minh, Eduardo Mondlane, Felix 
Moumié, Jawherlal Nehru, Agostinho Neto, Marien N’guabi, 
Gamal Abdel Nasser, Kwame Nkrumah, Youssef el Sebai, Kamal 
Oudwan, Abu Ali Eyyad, Ghassan Kanafani and their many com- 
patriots, and innumerable martyrs from the ranks of our peoples. 


The AAPSO Council appeals to all organisations which par- 
ticipate in the Afro-Asian solidarity movement to strengthen the 
unity and cohesion of the movement’s ranks in the struggle for 
the inevitable triumph of freedom and independence of the peo- 
ples of the world, the triumph of democracy and social progress, 
for the implementation of the noble goals of the Afro-Asian 
Peoples’ Solidarity Movement. 
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RESOLUTION ON DETENTE, DISARMAMENT 
AND SECURITY IN ASIA AND AFRICA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having 
analyzed questions related to the maintenance of peace, detente, 
disarmament and security in Asian and African states. 


The international situation has sharply worsened as a con- 
sequence of the efforts of the U.S.A. and NATO, towards achiev- 
ing military superiority. 


The imperialist and hegemony-seeking forces are setting off 
a new round of the arms race of unprecedented dimensions. 


Plans for deploying new American medium-range missiles 
in Europe and for “reviving” the neutron bomb are whipping up 
the arms race and enhancing the danger of a thermonuclear 
catastrophe. These and the plans to establish rapid deployment 
forces are fraught with the most serious threat to peace and 
security of all mankind. 


U.S. intrigues in the Arabian Peninsula, Horn of Africa, 
Indian Ocean and Gulf region, where the U.S.A. has concentrated 
unprecedently vast naval and air forces to establish their im- 
perialist dictate and to interfere in the internal affairs of states 
in the area, and extremely dangerous for Asian and African 
nations. 


The Israeli Zionists and South African racists are rapidly 
escalating the arms drive and accelerating the development of 
nuclear weapons, which presents an enormous danger for inde- 
pendent Asian and African countries. 
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A sinister shadow of a collusion between the U.S.A., China 
and Japan is hanging over Southeast Asia. Deliveries of modern 
arms by Western countries to China are making the situation in 
the area still more dangerous and unstable. 


These actions by the imperialist and hegemonist forces are 
aimed at intimidating peoples, destabilising progressive regimes 
in Asia and Africa and suppressing the national-liberation 
struggles. 


The policy of militarism is widely used for the preservation 
of the remaining seats of colonialism, apartheid and racism. 


In these conditions the AAPSO Council 


— resolutely condemns the unprecedented arms race un- 
leashed by the U.S.A. and NATO, the increase in the military 
budgets and “cold war” psychosis ; and expresses its firm resolve 
to join the world wide campaign against the development and 
deployment on the territories of other states of new systems of 
nuclear missile weapons and against the development and manu- 
facture of the neutron bomb anywhere in the world; 


— calls on Asian and African nations to display vigilance 
in the face of a highly dangerous escalation of military prepara- 
tions by the US. in the Arabian Peninsula, Horn of Africa, In- 
dian Ocean and the Gulf area; 


— emphasizes that China’s rapprochement with American 
imperialism and Japanese reactionary forces and planned deli- 
veries to China of modern armaments pose another dangerous 
threat to international peace, Asian security and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 


Demands the dismantling of all imperialist military bases 
and the withdrawal of troops on foreign territories, the prohibi- 
tion of all testing, production, stockpiling and use of nuclear 
weapons and their total destruction in all regions of the world, 
and demands general and complete disarmament. 
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Opposes the creation of all new military alliances and de- 
mands the simultaneous dissolution of all existing military blocs. 


The Council session resolutely rejects all these about the 
necessity to arm oneself in the face of the so-called “Soviet 
menace” as a perfidious manoeuvre and a like. 


The participants in the session are deeply concerned over 
the rapidly growing military potentials of racist South Africa 
and Zionist Israel, and over their active pursuit to acquire 
nuclear weapons. The session calls on the democratic public to 
resolutely expose these states’ complicity in the implementation 
of the USA’s neocolonialist line. 


The vital interests of millions of people throughout the world 
demand that military budgets be reduced and that all the resour- 
ces be used to promote social development. 


AAPSO expresses its support for the new initiatives of the 
USSR aimed at limiting and reducing strategic arms, extending 
the confidence-building measures, preventing nuclear catastrophe 
and improving international relations. 


AAPSO supports the positions taken in Havana by the Sum- 
mit conference of states and governments of the non-alignment 
movement. Their practical implementation will be of great im- 
portance for consolidating peace and detente, for security pf 


peoples. 


Detente is vitally needed by all nations in the world. It is 
an effective means of all nations in their struggle for national 
liberation and socio-economic progress. Only i conditions of 
peace and cooperation will the developing countries be able to 
successfully overcome their centuries-old JDackwardness. 


The AAPSO Council is profoundly interested in the success 
of the Madrid Meeting. Of particular significance would be an 
agreement on the convocation of a conference on military detente 


and disarmament in Europe. 
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AAPSO supports the resolutions of the 35th UN General As- 
sembly session which concern the problems of disarmament. It 
intends to take an active part in their implementation, particu- 
larly in view of the second UN General Assembly Special Ses- 
sion on Disarmament, scheduled for 1982. 


The AAPSO Council fully supports the appeal of the non- 
aligned conference of foreign ministers in New Delhi to envigo- 
rate efforts aimed to avert the danger of a new war. 


Believing that this Special Session will be of particular signi- 
ficance in the struggle for elimination of nuclear weapons, AAPSO 
expresses its solidarity with all peoples, particularly with the 
Japanese people, in their efforts for the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. 


The participants in the session welcome proposals for mak- 
ing Africa and the Middle East nuclear free zones as exist in 
Latin America and for making the Western Pacific, the Indian 
Ocean, and the Mediterranean zones of peace. 


They oppose the introduction of all nuclear weapons on 
foreign territory and demand the withdrawal of such weapons 
where they now exist. 


AAPSO denounces attempts by certain circles to set up mi- 
litary alliances and calls upon peoples to resolutely oppose these 
plans, whose implementation would only further exacerbate in- 
ternational tensions. 


The Asian and African public shexld firmly object to the in- 
volvement of developing nations in the arms race, and they 
should oppose increases in their military expenditures, if such in- 
creases are not caused by the urgent need of defence or protec- 
tion of national sovereignty. 


The participants in the Thirteenth AAPSO Council session 
are convinced that in the current situation it is particularly im- 
portant for the peace-loving public all over the world to envigo- 
rate its efforts toward eliminating the threat of a nuclear-missile 
war and to take concrete steps towards curbing the arms race. The 
session is firmly convinced that despite the currently aggravated 
international situation, the pecples of the world will uphold the 
cause of detente and disarmament by collective efforts. 
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RESOLUTION ON 
SUPPORT TO THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, ca- 
pital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, expres- 
‘Ses its solidarity with the Movement of Non-Alignment and fully 
Supports its major tasks aimed at struggling against imperialism, 
expansionism, all forms of racial oppression, including Zionism, 
and for the consolidation of peace and international security, the 
solution of the pressing socio-economic problems through the 
restructuring of international economic relations on a democratic 
basis and doing away with the multinational oppression and im- 
‘perialism’s economic dictate. 


The AAPSO Council reeognizes the legitimate pride of the 
AAPSO of its close bonds with the Non-Alignment Movement 
from its very inception. It was but natural for our Organization 
which itself was founded on the Bandung principles that inspire 
and guide both movements, and which was born with the support 
and actual blessing of the founding fathers of the non-aligned 
movement to advocate such similar goals as the national libera- 
tion and anti-imperialist and anti-racist struggle and a New In- 
ternational Economic Order. 


The AAPSO Council session is gratified to note that the 
movement of non-alignment, whose origin has been inseparably 
linked with the national liberation struggle and the peoples’ striv- 
ing to attain economic and political independence, has now be- 
come a mighty international force which can exert an efficient 
positive influence on the most important events of our time. To- 
day the non-aligned movement consists of about a hundred states 
and two national liberation movements — SWAPO and PLO. 


Combatting a growing threat to peace and solving the urgent 
task of settling disputes by peaceful means are the main prob- 
lems facing the world community, including the non-aligned move- 
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ment. This situation makes it imperative that the movement rally 
its ranks and strengthen its organisation and political unity. Par- 
ticipants in the AAPSO Council Session recommend that the non- 
aligned nations concentrate not on individual differences that dis- 
unite some of them, but on their common aims which bring them 
together, such as fighting against a threat to peace, preserving 
and deepening detente, ending the arms drive, fully eliminating 
colonialism and racism. It is beyond doubt that the stronger the 
cohesion of the non-aligned nations and the better they are or- 
ganised, the greater contribution they will make to consolidating 
peace and averting the threat of wars and conflicts. 


The unity of the non-aligned movement is especially impor- 
tant, now that world imperialism led by the U.S. and its allies, 
have launched a large-scale campaign aimed at undermining de- 
tente and fighting against the forces of peace and progress. Under 
the pretext of combatting “international terrorism” they are try- 
ing to suppress the national liberation movements and the striv- 
ing of awakened nations to genuine freedom and independence. 
The world’s reactionaries are exploiting this hackneyed pretext: 
to realize their dangerous plans of enslaving peoples and bring- 
ing the world back to the colonial era. Under this pretext 
they are trying to get military facilities and bases, and sending 
their warships to the shores of other countries, which constitute 
a grave threat to the whole world and which can serve no pur- 
pose but to ensure and perpetuate the interest of the U.S. impe- 
rialists, particularly their military and industrial complex and of 
their allies in the aggressive blocs. The non-alignment movement, 
born in the flames of national liberation struggle, has still to face 
up to the negative consequences of colonialist oppression and im- 
perialist dictate. But it can and must play even a more active 
role in exposing the plans of imperialism and reaction and pre- 
venting their realization. 


The non-alignment movement, as a whole, has realised that 
this concept of treating both enemy and friend as equi-distant, 
is now superseded by the very evidence of history. Therefore, 
the socialist community has proved to be truly a friend and an 
ally to the liberation movement, to the developing countries em- 
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barking on socio-economic transformation and to the non-aligned 
movement as a whole. 


It is precisely the unity of all anti-imperialist forces, which 
combines non-aligned countries and the socialist countries that 
1s an effective guarantee of their victory. 


Participants in the AAPSO Council session and all progres- 
sives in the world are confident in the efficiency of the non-align- 
ed movement’s efforts to preserve peace, ensure security and 
create peaceful conditions for consolidating independence and 
promoting economic progress of all peoples on earth. They wish 
the non-aligned movement every success in its noble cause. 
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RESOLUTION ON 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES 


The 13th Council of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Organisa- 
tion, held in Aden, capital of the 'P.D.R. ‘of Yemen, from 20 to 26. 
March 81, taking into account that the peoples of Africa, Asia and 
the rest of the developing countries are now involved in a per- 
sistent struggle for their economic independence to enhance their 
political independence, 


Noting that Neo-colonialism and TNCs are blocking the de- 
velopment efforts of the developing countries and foiling all at- 
tempts to establish ‘a more just, equitable and democratic alter- 
native to the existing International Economic Order which is the 
product of the development of World capitalist system, 


Stressing that arms race, and the imperialist military build- 
up, not only threatens World peace and security but also consti- 
tutes a major threat to the socio-economic development of the 
countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America, and diverts resour- 
ces from much needed investments. 


Condeming the neo-colonialist attempts through pressure 
and protracted negotiations to destroy the progressive anti-im- 
perialist concept of a new international economic order, and to 
substitute it with a new mechanism of oppression. 


Condemning the imperialist attempts to split the develop- 
ing countries into rich and poor and to induce the former to play 
a prominent role in the strategy of modern neocolonialism, 


Hailing the developing countries’ efforts to achieve indi- 
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vidual and collective self-reliance as a means of promoting their 
socio-economic programmes and enhancing their position vis-a-vis. 
the developed. countries and transnational. corporations. 


Reiterating its support to the UN Charter of Economic. 
Rights and.Duties of States, the UN ‘Declaration on the establish- 
ment of a new international economic order, and the socio-eccno- 
mic resolutions of the Havana non-aligned summit and the non- 
aligned ministerial meetings. 


Appreciating the initiatives of the Permanent Secretariat in 
the sphere of development, whether by organizing conferences and 
seminars or participating in UN meetings, and NGO events, or 
by publishing the AAPSO’s quarterly “Development” regularly. 


Convinced that AAPSO development strategy should be based 
on three main principles : 


a) The struggle for democratic progressive development. 
strategies oriented towards the widest participation of the broad 
masses, and the achievement of economic independence sove- 
reignty and national control of the national wealthes and orient- 
ed against all forms of neo-colonialist exploitation and aggres- 
sion. 


b) The struggle for the establishment of a more just, equit- 
able and democratic alternative to the existing International 
Economic Order through the introduction of structural changes 
in the economic and trade relations. It is important in this con- 
text to stress the necessity of intensifying the struggle against 
TNCs, expanding economic relations with socialist countries, re- 
ducing economic and other forms of dependence on capitalist 
countries, and promoting individual and collective self-reliance 
and economic cooperation among the developing countries. 


c) Struggle for the relaxation of international tension and 
for total and comprehensive disarmament as a necessary prere- 
quisite of any successful socio-economic progress of the cevelop- 
ing countries. 
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Underlining the necessity of a new appraisal of the situation 
and the further elaboration of the AAPSO position on socio- 
economic issues in the light of the major shifts which have taken 
place in the recent years in the world economy and the strategy 
of neo-colonialism stressing the urgent need to evaluate the full 
implications of new forms of dependence which imperialism and 
transnational corporations are imposing on the developing coun- 
tries, such as food dependence, technological dependence, trans- 
fer and relocation of industries, outward looking development 
‘Strategies, and various inflows of financial resources. 


Pointing out that AAPSO’s role should be prominent in ela- 
borating a positive democratic approach and defining a progres- 
‘sive content of the new concepts which are being introduced such 
as alternative development, appropriate technology, basic needs, 
and new International Economic Order. 


Entrusts the Permanent Secretariat of AAPSO with the 
working out, through its development section, socio-economic 
group and quarterly ‘‘Development and _ Socio-Economic 
Progress” of a programme of priorities on the most crucial socio- 
‘economic problems, and to define AAPSO’s progressive concept 
of such problems. 


Stresses the importance of closer contacts and stronger re- 
lations between the concerned bodies of AAPSO and the anti- 
imperialist economic groups and organizations dealing with socio- 
economic issues. 


Requests the Permanent Secretariat to make the adequate 
‘staffing arrangements to meet the requirements of the growing 
‘amount of AAPSO’s activities and specifically in the publishing 
of the AAPSO Quarterly “Development and Socio-Economic 
‘Progress’ and other publications on development. 


Requests the AAPSO socio-economic group to finalize, during 
‘its meeting in July 1981, AAPSO’s plan of action in the sphere 
of development in the light of the conclusions of the 13th Coun- 
-cil of AAPSO. 
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Calls on all member committees to take an active part in 
the activities conducted by the Permanent Secretariat and come 
out with initiatives to co-sponsor various events dealing with the 
socio-economic issues that are of interest to the AAPSO, and to 
extend all possible facilities and support to the Permanent Sec- 


retariat’s development activities and its quarterly ‘Development 
and Socio-Economic Progress”. 
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RESOLUTION ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, ca- 
pital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having 
‘examined the developments in and dangers threatening the Mid- 
‘dle East region, takes the following into consideration : 


1. The Middle East issue was and is still the cause most 
explosive and most threatening to world peace due to the at- 
tempts made by U.S. imperialism and its Zionist and reactionary 
agents to deal a blow at the Arab national liberation movement 
‘and to impose unjust settlements in opposition to the Arab na- 
tion’s aspirations and goals and to the U.N. resolutions and prin- 
ciples, overlooking the legitimate national rights of the Palestin- 


ian people whose cause represents the crux of the Middle East 
conflict. 


2. The U.S.A. is playing an extremely dangerous role 
through continuous effort to sow and increase inter-Arab dis- 
Sensions, disunite the Arab ranks and divert the Arab nation’s at- 
tention away from its main adversary i.e. Imperialism, Zionism 
and reaction in order to impair the Arab liberation movement and 


hold control over the region’s natural resources and strategic 
posts. 


3. The U.S.A. and other imperialist circles are striving to 
create an atmosphere of instability and intimidation in the Middle 
East region forging a so-called “external menace” so as to grant 
itself the right to interfere in the region’s internal affairs, 
With this in mind, the U.S. has formed rapid deployment forces, 
concentrated mighty fleets, established several military bases and 
acquired tremendous facilities in some regional states. Further- 
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more, it attempts to set up military alliances and axes, a matter 
that was previously condemned and defeated by the Arab people. 


4. The U.S.A. endeavours to create disorder and chaos in 
the world to mislead the world public opinion by accusing the 
liberation movements of terrorism, these movements that launch 
a struggle, to which they are entitled by the UN Charter and re- 
solutions, for their legitimate national rights and for their coun- 
tries breaking with racism, Zionism and colonialism: these im- 
perialist attempts just bring the world back to the line of reason- 
ing of colonialism in its traditional form that has been made to 
collapse by the struggles of the struggling peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 


0. The U.S.A. and Israel’s endeavours to obliterate the Pa- 
lestinian national identity, deny the Palestinian people’s their 
legitimate national rights and to exclude the PLO, being the sole 
legitimate representative of this people, through the Camp David 
Accords that the Arab peoples have rejected, con¢emned and con- 
sidered as a separate settlement increasing tension in the Middle 
East and strengthening the U.S. presence in the region. 


6. The attempts made by the U.S. and other imperialist 
circles to use the reactionary and right-wing forces to jeopardize 
the stability and steadfastness of the Arab member states of the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. 


Thereby ‘the Council : 


1. decides that a just peace in the Middle East will not be 
attained until Israeli full and unconditional withdrawal from all 
the occupied Palestinian and Arab lands, including Jerusalem, is 
achieved and the Palestinian people’s legitimate national rights 
are ensured, especially their right to repatriation and to set up 
their independent national state on their soil in accordance with 
the UN resolutions on the Palestine issue; 


2. that the PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and that only the PLO is entitled to speak for 
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and represent them as an independent party and on equal terms 
with other parties at any conference of meeting considering the 
Middle East issue; 


3. that support should be given to the Arab masses, with 
their progressive and democratic forces, in their rejection of and 
resistance against the Camp David Accords and all their con- 
sequences and that all forms of struggle should be launched for 
protecting the Palestinian people’s legitimate national rights and 
the Arab nation’s anti-imperialist anti-Zionist targets; 


4. condemns the American military bases in Somalia and 
Oman, and the facilities in Egypt, and considers such bases and 
facilities a danger threatening the peoples of the Arab homeland 
and the entire region; 


5. condemns the policy pursued by the U.S.A. which pro- 
vides the Israeli aggressor with all kinds of sophisticated 
weaponry, protects Israel on the political level to the extent of 
using its right of veto in the Security Council in Israel’s favour 
thus enabling the latter to tighten its grip on the occupied ter- 
ritories, persist in its aggression on the Arab nation, and discard 
every just and comprehensive solution to the Palestine cause and 
the Middle East problem; 


6. condemns Israel’s policy of confiscating land, setting up 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, de- 
molishing houses, imprisoning thousands without trial, and 
changing the geographic and demographic features of the region, 


7. regards Zionism as a form of racism propped up by 
ethnic discrimination and introversion, and pursues a policy of 
expansion and aggression, 


8. condemns the cooperation and collusion between Israel 
and the racist regime in South Africa as reflected in the economic 
and military endeavours, particularly nuclear cooperation and the 
exchange of experts in the domains of suppressing and torturing 
militants, 
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9. considers the Arab patriotic and progressive forces ca- 
pable, through their unity and the establishment of a nationalist 
front based on equitable basis, and provided with an enhanced 
democratic climate, of repulsing and foiling the imperialist-Zion- 
ist-reactionary assault against the region. 


10. hails the progressive regime in the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen and its great achievements, and emphasizes 
its firm support for it against any external attempt to interfere 
in its domestic affairs, 


11. hails Syria in its steadfastness against the imperialist- 
Zionist-reactionary conspiracies and the Camp David conspi- 
racy, and strongly condemns the internal subversive attempts in- 
stigated by the conspiracies to weaken Syria’s steadfastness in 
the face of the imperialist and Zionist schemes in the Arab re- 
gion, 


12. hails the progressive regime in the Libyan Jamahiriya 
and the positions it adopts in repulsing the imperialist, Zionist- 
reactionary assault, provocations and challenges, 


13. hails the progressive regime in Algeria and supports its 
stands in repulsing imperialist and reactionary provocations and 
challenges, 


14. hails the heroic cohesion between the Palestinian Re- 
volution and the Lebanese National Movement, and their con- 
frontation of Israel and the rightist isolationist forces which 
stepped up their aggression under the Camp David umbrella and 
the atmosphere of false peace advocated by its protagonists, 


15. the Council asserts its high appreciation towards the 
unflinching stand adopted by the Soviet Union which was re- 
affirmed during the 26th Conference of the Soviet Communist 
Party concerning the fundamental role of the PLO in its contri- 
bution to a just and global solution to the Palestinian and Middle 
East question and with reference to the complete and uncon- 
ditional Israeli withdrawal from all the Arab and Palestinian oc- 
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cupied territories, the resolution of the inalienable national rights 
of the Palestinian people including their right to establish an in- 
dependent State on their national homeland, 


16. having studied the circumstances through which the 
people of the western Sahara are passing in their heroic strug- 
gle to attain their right to freedom and independence, the Coun- 
cil notes with satisfaction the victories these people have scored 
on the internal and external levels, 


17. the Council holds the view that the Arab Liberation 
Movement is called upon to increase its militant ties and relation- 
ship with the forces of progress and democracy in the world, 
particularly the socialist community led by the friendly Soviet 
Union, which always adopts a principled and unequivocal stand 
by the side of the Arab peoples’ struggle, 
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RESOLUTION ON 
PALESTINE 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having 
studied the Palestinian cause, its developments, the struggle of 
the Palestinian people and the machinations and ruthless at- 
tempts hatched to liquidate its cause by imperialism, its base 
Israel and its reactionary proxies, 


Decides that ; 


1. The core and crux of the conflict in the Middle East has 
resulted from the creation of Israel in the heart of the Arab 
World by colonialism and Zionism, the expulsion of the Palestin- 
ian people from their homeland, denying their existence, and pre- 
venting them by armed force from exercising their national in- 
alienable rights on their land Palestine. 


2. The right of the Palestinian people is inalienable and in- 
disputable, return to their homeland, self-determination, the es- 
tablishment of their national independent state on the land of 
Palestine, the withdrawal of Israel from all the Arab occupied 
territories including Jerusalem, and dealing with the Palestinian 
cause as one of national liberation. 


3. The PLO is the only legitimate representative of the 
people of Palestine. Alone, it has the right to represent the Pales- 
tinian people and speak in their name in all local and international 
fora. It should receive all sorts of support, and have access to 
freely act in all fronts, without interfering in its private affairs 
or imposing trusteeship upon it. No state has the right to allege 
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the representation of the Palestinians or the involvement in ne- 
gotiations on the cause of Palestine as regards its people, terri- 


tory and rights. Any act which is contrary to this is null and 
void. 


The PLO alone has the right to choose the just and compre- 
hensive solution which secures the rights and aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. 


4. The only option to solve the Palestine problem is the 
Palestinian option. Hence the Council rejects and condemns the 
imperialist and Zionist options preposed for the Palestine cause 
and such as the Jordanian option or the autonomy project. 


5S. The full respect for the inalienable national rights of 
the Palestinian people and their achievement is the basis for the 
solution of the Palestinian cause. The UN Security Council Re- 
solution 242 of November 1967 does not secure nor provide any 
just basis for the solution of this cause, and the Middle East 
erisis. 

6. All partial agreements and isolated treaties pertaining to 
Palestinian cause and the Arab-Israeli conflict pose a grave vio- 
lation of the rights of the Palestinian people and the Arab na- 
tion, the principles of the UN Charter and its resolutions, and the 
international law. The PLO has the right to carry on the struggle 
in all military and political forms, and resort to all means for the 
realization of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian 
people. It has the right also to utilize all possible means to foil 
any solutions or settlements which undermine these rights. 


¢. The Council condemns and totally rejects the Camp 
David agreements and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty. These agree- 
ments have constituted a great diversion from the aims of the 
Arab struggle, and led to tilting the balance of the Arab-Zionist 
conflict in favour of imperialism and Zionism. 


8. The Council supports the Palestinian people’s rejection 
of and resistance to the autonomy project which is a part of the 
Camp David accords. The autonomy project aims at the liquida- 
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tion of the Palestinian cause, consecration of the Zionist occupa- 
tion, the elimination of this people’s national identity and the 
obliteration of their struggle. 


9. The Council calls upon the European States to recognize 
the PLO, and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, con- 
firmed by the UN resolutions. 


10. The Council condemns and denounces the co-operation 
between the racist regime of South Africa and Israel in the eco- 
nomic, political and military sphere, and warns against the en- 
deavour of those racist States to get hold of nuclear armament 
which would jeopardise the world peace and security. 


11. The Council supports the UN General Assembly reso- 
lution which regards Zionism as a form of racism, and condemns 
all the fascist and expansionist practices of Israel in the occupied 
Arab and Palestinian territories, including the annexation of Je- 
rusalem, Galilee, Negev and other occupied Palestinian territory, 
changing the demographic aspects of the Palestinian lands, setting 
up settlements and moving in settlers. It also condemns the con- 
fiscation of property, the evacuation of the country’s legitimate 
citizens, the operations of deportation, eviction, physical liquida- 
tion, mass detention and torture, the violation of freedoms and 
religious beliefs, and the illegitimate exploitation of the natural 
resources of the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories. 


12. The Council denounces the racist terrorist barbarous 
policy exercised by Israel against the Palestinians in detention 
and the prisoners of war, calls for action to stop acts of arrests, 
imprisonment, detention and kidnapping exercised by Israel 
against the Palestinians, and calls for the release of those 
thousands who suffer from the worst types of oppression, sup- 
pression and torture in the prisons of the Zionist enemy. 


13. The Council strongly condemns the antagonistic policy 
pursued by the USA against the inalienable rights of the Pales- 
tinian people and the PLO, and considers them as contravening 
the principles enshrined in the UN Charter. The Council also 
condemns American material, military and political aid to Israel, 
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its fascist practices, and its incessant use of the veto right in 
the Security Council in the interest of the Israeli aggression. The 
Council underlines that this illegal and non-ethical policy is anta- 
gonistic to all independence, freedom, justice and peace-loving 
peoples. The Council considers the American support of Israel as 
a direct American participation in the aggression against the 
Palestinian people and the Arab nation, and poses a threat to 
peace and security in the Middle East and the world. 


14. The Council hails the valiant struggle of the Palestinian 
people and their continuous resistance of the Israeli occupation 
of their homeland in order to realize their national inalienable 
rights, and calls for the extension of all forms of aid and support 
to them in their struggle. 


15. Appreciates the efforts exerted by the UN Special Com- 
mittee on the Palestinian people for the exercise of their inalien- 
able rights and calls on the UN Security Council to adopt and im- 
plement its recommendation. 


16. The Council affirms that Jerusalem is an indivisible 
part of the occupied Palestinian territories, a fact necessitating 
the complete and unconditional withdrawal of Israel from these 
territories and their restoration to Arab Palestinian sovereignty. 
The Council condemns the annexation of Jerusalem and its pro- 
clamation as the capital of Israel, considers the Israeli aggression 
on Jerusalem a violation of the rights of the Palestinian people, 
a defiance of the international law and the UN resolutions, and 
constitutes a provocation to all believers and poses a threat to 
international peace and security. The Council calls for the adop- 
tion of the necessary measures to eliminate the Israeli aggres- 
sion on Jerusalem, including the imposition of sanctions against 
Israel in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 7 of the UN 
Charter. The Council also calls on all the countries of the world 
and its organizations to refuse to deal with Israel.in any form 
implying the recognition of Jerusalem as ‘the capital of Israel. 


17. The Council calls on all the countries of the world to 
sever all diplomatic, consular, cultural and economic relations 
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with Israel, and urges the countries that have not severed these 
relations to do so. 


18. The Council calls on the UN General Assembly and its: 
specialized agencies to refuse to accept the credentials of the 
Israeli delegation because it represents a government that vio- 
lates the international law and the UN resolutions, a government: 
that annexed Jerusalem and declared it as its capital. 


19. The Council stresses that the Palestine cause and the 
Middle East problem are an indivisible entity in terms of treat- 
ment and solution. The Council also underlines that just peace 
in Palestine and in the Middle East would only be achieved if 
Israel completely and unconditionally withdraws from all the oc- 
cupied Palestinian and Arab territories, and the national inalien- 
able rights of the Palestinian people were restored to them in 
accordance with all the UN Resolutions on Palestine. 


20. The Council emphasizes that Israel’s land, air and naval 
attacks against Palestinian refugees and Lebanese villages par- 
ticularly in Southern Lebanon constitute a genocidal crime 
against humanity. 


21. The Council reaffirms all the AAPSO resolutions and! 
recommendations on the Palestinian cause. 
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RESOLUTION ON: LEBANON 


CE pte gS SESS, neces 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20-26 March 1981, having 
studied the situation in Lebanon and the developments there. 


Decides 


1. That the present situation in Lebanon is part of the 
comprehensive design in the Middle East which aims at dealing 
a blow to the Arab Liberation Movement waged by Israel and 
the fascist isolationist Lebanese forces with the help and bless- 
ing of the US and the other colonialist circles. 


Underlines 


2. The unity of Lebanon, land and people, consolidates its 
national independence and its sovereignty over its international 
borders, and condemns all the attempts aiming at its division and 
undermining its territorial integrity or instigating the spirit of 
sectorianism and loosening its belonging to the Arab nation. 


Condemns 


3. Israel’s occupation of the border strip in the South of 
Lebanon, the acceleration of its fierce attacks on the Lebanese 
villages and the Palestinian refugee camps by sea, land and air, 
and its bombardment of civil targets, and considers all these as 
a policy of genocide and terrorist crimes committed against in- 
nocent people in those areas, and calls for the implementation of 
the ‘Security Council resolutions which force Israel to withdraw 
completely from the Lebanese territory. 


— 302 — 


Condemns 


4. The continuous Israeli intervention in the Lebanese 
affairs, its support of the fascist isolationist forces particularly 
the clique of Saad Haddad, and impeding the UN forces in their 
peace-keeping endeavour, and its support of the crimes commit- 
ted by his forces in Lebanon and feeding up a new civil war. 


Hails 


o. The national Lebanese forces for their steadfastness to 
and confrontation of the isolationist forces supported and sup- 
plied by Israel with sufficient amounts of arms and numerous 
experts in order to keep on the deteriorating situation in Leba- 
non and to exhaust the Arab Liberation movement. 


Hails 


6. The militant unity of the national Lebanese movement 
and the Palestinian revolution for the confrontation of colonial- 
ism, Zionism and the isolationist forces aiming at the division of 
Lebanon, tearing apart its national unity and preventing its 
democratic development. It calls on all anti-imperialist forces to 
demonstrate various forms of solidarity with the Lebanese people 
and their patriotic and progressive forces in their struggle to 
ward off Israeli aggression and occupation, and safeguard the 
unity and independence of Lebanon, its Arab affiliation and 
democratic development. 
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RESOLUTION ON SYRIA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, follows 
with great concern the conspiracies against Syria with a view 
to undermining its national unity and weakening its steadfast- 
ness against the confrontation of the Camp David Agreements, 
as well as halting its social changes march. It is to be noted that 
world imperialism, Zionism and reaction strive for attaining their 
objectives by instigating reactionary forces inside Syria and Arab 
reaction outside to move against it in addition to various threats 
and the escalation of Zionist acts of aggression. The Council 
highly appreciates the struggle waged by the Arab masses in 
Syria to foil these schemes and continue their march on the path 
‘of economic and social development and progress. 


It also views with great appreciation and satisfaction the 
first rank position occupied by Syria in the struggle against the 
spirit and content of the Camp David Agreements, as well as 
the militant relation binding it to all Arab progressive and na- 
tionalist forces and regimes, more particularly its cohesion with 
the armed Palestinian Revolution which represents the corner 
stone in the stand of steadfastness and confrontation against the 
‘Camp David aggression. 


The Council also appreciates its dynamic role in the Arab 
steadfastness and confrontation front, in promoting its exper- 
jence and developing its programmes, with a view to facing up 
to the Camp David conspiracy, and the reactionary imperialist 


‘axiS. 
Therefore, the Council : 
Pays tribute to the struggle relentlessly waged by the Arab 
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‘Syrian masses for their democratic development and social 
progress. 


Commends the steadfastness and confrontation stand assum- 
ed by Syria facing the imperialist, Zionist, reactionary schemes 
and particularly its stance against the Camp David conspiracy 
and its sequels. 


Vehemently condemns internal local reaction, owing alle- 
giance to imperialism, for its action and the crimes it committed 
against innocent citizens, with a view to shattering the Syrian 
people’s staunch unity of stand, to the benefit of imperialism 
and its objectives. 


Condemns the machinations from the outside which are 
being directed against Syria by some regimes that attempt at 
intervening in Syria’s internal affairs, thus colliding with the 
enemy and serving its schemes. 


Praises the militant relation and cohesion among Syria, the 
Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese national forces. 


Pays tribute to the Friendship Treaty concluded between 
Syria and the USSR, which represents an important factor of 
Syria’s steadfastner and its ability to confront connivances. 


Calls upon all democratic and progressive forces to streng- 
then their solidarity with and support of the struggle of the Arab 
Syrian masses. 
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RESOLUTION ON 
THE GULF AND THE ARAB PENINSULA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, 
capital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having 


seriously considered its situation in the Gulf region and the Arab 
Peninsula, 


— Affirms that the present developments in the region are 
an extension of overall imperialist plotting in the Arab region 
and in the Middle East in particular, and a direct consequence 
of the U.S. endeavours that have been topped by the Camp David 
Accords designed to make room for imperialist penetration, in- 
crease imperialist influence in and control over the Arab region 
and to continue the plunder of its riches and exploitation of its 
resources particularly oil ; 


— Therefore, the Council considers the U:S.-led stepped-up 
imperialist foreign presence in the Gulf and Arab Peninsula 
region as running against the will and aspirations of the region’s 
peoples, jeopardizing their security and stability and grossly 
violating their sovereignty and independence, as a source of se- 
rious tension threatening peace and security of the peoples, not 
only of the region but in Asia, Africa and the world ; 


— The Conference also affirms that the U.S. military pro- 
vocations and troops and navy manoeuvres and build-yp run 
against all international laws and norms, that they are a gross 
intervention in the internal affairs of other countries in disregard 
of the refusal and condemnation by the region’s states of all 
these actions and of their explicit statement that maintenance of 
their security is their direct concern ; 
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— Affirms that the U.S.A. and its western allies will not 
refrain from use of force to capture the oil resources which re- 
present the backbone of capitalist industry under conditions of 
the need for energy and under the pretext of protecting the coun- 
tries of the Guif and Arab Peninsula from an alleged so-called 
“Communist Line”. 


— Draws the attention of the U‘S. allied regimes, that are 
providing military bases and facilities on their territories, to the 
fact that they are making a serious mistake detrimental to their 
security and sovereignty as well as to the sovereignty of all the 
peoples of the region and thus contributing a new factor detri- 
mental to the struggle of the Arab peoples and of the Arab libera- 
tion movement that have made great sacrifices to win their free- 
dom and independence. 


The 13th Session of the Council condemns : 

— The establishment of imperialist military bases in the 
Gulf region, the Arab Peninsula and the Red Sea, especially in 
the Sultanate of Oman which has provided bases in Messirah, 
Salala and Temrit, officially provided the U.S. forces with all 
kinds of ground, sea and air facilities, involved in joint military 
exercises with the Rapid Deployment Force that was formed 
since quite a long time to capture oil resources and serve as 
springboard for ‘destabilizing the progressive regime of Demo- 
cratic Yemen and as a means to strike the region’s national 
liberation movement which struggles against foreign presence and 
for genuine independence ; 


— Somalia’s decision to provide the U.S.A. with a base at 
Barbara to complete the belt of bases with a view to enabling 
It to encroach upon the peoples of the region and using it in rapid 
intervention in the Gulf region ; 


— The Council strongly condemns the acquisition of mili- 
tary facilities in Egypt and Saudi Arabia for officially declared 


aggressive aims. 


— The Council protests against and condemns Margaret 
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Thatcher’s call for the formation of a rapid deployment force 
for intervention in the Gulf region’s affairs, taking it as clear 
proof of the western powers’ aggressive policy and inherent im- 
perialist aggressiveness against the Third World. 


— The Council praises the Democratic Yemen’s endeavours 
and proposals for saving the area from the danger of imperialist 
presence, for co-existence and co-operation among different so- 
cial systems and for non-interference in internal affairs. 


— The AAPSO Council voices its support for the initiative 
of Comrade Ali Nasser Mohamed, the Secretary General of the 
Socialist Yemeni Party Executive Committee and Chairman of 
the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Council and Prime Minis- 
ter of the P.D.R. of Yemen, to convene a Summit Conference of 
the Gulf and Arab Peninsula States, and the African Horn states 
together with the parties concerned, with a view to liquidating 
foreign military bases in the region. 


— The Council also expresses great satisfaction with the 
political, ecoriomic and social developments in Democratic Yemen, 
and the measures taken with a view to consolidating the pro- 
gressive regime, to defending its sovereignty and national inde- 
pendence, as well as the efforts made for the realisation of 
Yemeni unity by peaceful means and on democratic principles. 


— The Council follows with great concern the fierce cam- 
paign of conspiracies launched by imperialism and reaction 
against Democratic Yemen with a view to impeding the progres- 
sive build up. Facing these intensifying machinations, the Council 
further confirms its solidarity with and total support for the 
people and government of Democratic Yemen, for the realisa- 
tion of economic and social progress, foiling all the schemes de- 
signed against its territorial integrity, national independence 
and independent development. The Council particularly condemns 
the aggressive provocations undertaken by the hireling regime 
of Kabus on the eastern border of Democratic Yemen. 


— The Council considers the suggestions made by Comrade 
Leonid Breznev, the Secretary General of the Soviet Communist: 
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Party, concerning the liquidation of the military presence in the 
Gulf and the Indian Ocean as a constructive contribution to the 
attainment of peace and security in the region. 


— The Council condemns the various endeavours for set- 
ting up a Security Alliance in the Gulf region, and considers them 
as part of the imperialist policy of aggression against the people 
in the region and their national liberation movement. The Coun- 
cil believes that the participation of Oman Sultanate in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council clearly shows the real identity of this Coun- 
cil, the confirmation of American military presence in Oman and 
the consolidation of the Kabus regime and its policy sold to im- 
perialism, reflects its scheming role on the security and stability 
of the Gulf and Arab Peninsula region. 


— The Council expresses its solidarity with the Omani revolu- 
tion, led by the Popular Front for the liberation of Oman, in its 
struggle against foreign presence in Oman. The Council appeals 
to all the forces of liberation, progress and socialism to provide 
it will all kinds of support. The Council also expresses its soli- 
darity with the struggle of the peoples of the Gulf and Arab 
Peninsula against imperialist conspiracies and for democratic, 
trade-unionist and political freedom. 


— The Council demands that all political prisoners and 
detainees be freed, and that the acts of intimidation, persecution 
and dispersion of nationals be stopped. It also supports the claims 
of the Bahraini National Movement for the restoration of par- 
liamentary life on genuinely democratic bases. 


— The Council expresses solidarity with the national forces 
in Saudi Arabia in their struggle for eliminating the military 
American presence, and against the absolute power of monarchy 
rule, and for bringing about democratic freedom. 


— ‘The AAPSO Council further expresses its solidarity with 
the National Democratic Front in the Arab Republic of Yemen in 
its struggle for national sovereignty and the attainment of peace 
and progress. 


— The AAPSO Council considers the Agreement of 31 
January 1981 between the National Democratic Front and the 
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Arab Republic of Yemen as the sound starting point for attain- 
ing this objective. 


— The Conference considers the protraction of the Iraq/ 
Iran war as catastrophic for the struggle of the anti-imperialist 
anti-Zionist front, destructive and wasting the two countries’ 
military and economic potentials that could have been utilized in 
favour of the national and destiny-determination causes and in 
supporting the Palestinian Revolution. 


— The Council stresses that this war and its prolongation 
weaken the two countries and that none will benefit from it, save 
the forces of imperialism, Zionism and reaction. Hence, the 
Council calls upon the two countries to put an immediate end 
to this war, to solve the controversial issues by peaceful means 
and to mutually respect the two parties’ rights in accordance 
with international law. 


— The Council expresses hope that the non-alignment 
group, the UN and all international mediators would play an 
effective role in stopping the fight and creating an atmosphere 
proper for peacefully solving the issue in order to deprive the 
imperialist and reactionary forces of the opportunity to exploit 
the war in their interest, especially in the Gulf region. 


— The Council stresses that the riches of the Gulf region 
and the Arab Peninsula are a vital source for their peoples, for 
their welfare and an effective weapon that should be utilized in 
supporting the struggle of the Arab peoples and their central 
cause, Palestine as well as in supporting the cause of the op- 
pressed peoples in the world. 


— The Council calls upon the Gulf and Arab Peninsula 
countries to help liquidating monopolies and transnationals by 
drawing their funds from western banks, these funds which are 
invested in the interest of the Zionist capitalist enterprises in the 
form of military and economic assistance to the Arab nation 
enemies, as these investments yield huge profits. 


— The Council requires these countries, to channel these 
surpluses into investments in the Arab, African, Asian and Third 
World ’countries where they are badly needed for alleviating the 
sufferings of their peoples. 
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RESOLUTION ON CYPRUS 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, expresses 
its full solidarity with the struggle of the people of Cyprus for 
elimination of occupation, complete independence, unity, terri- 


torial integrity, sovereignty, non-alignment and elimination of the 
foreign military bases. 


It condemns the continuing occupation and the efforts to 
apply a sophisticated Camp David approach for the solution of 
the Cyprus problem. 


It urges the immediate implementation of the UN! resolu- 
tions, the withdrawal of all foreign troops, the return of all the 
refugees to their homes in conditions of safety and with all their 
rights safeguarded, the implementation of the UN resolutions on 


the missing persons and safeguarding of the rights of the enclav- 
ed persons. 


The feud is between imperialism and expansionism on one 
hand and the people of Cyprus on the other and not between the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots as misrepresented by the imperialists 
— The Cyprus question involves issues which concern the whole 
of humanity and the progressive forces will never tolerate the 
division of countries by force or any interference in the internal 
affairs of any country. 


The 13th Council meeting is committed to render every sup- 
port to the struggle of the people of Cyprus for the implerhenta- 
tion of the UN resolutions and a solution which safeguards the 
inalienable rights of its people, for unity and independence of the 
country and for the benefit of all its citizens, independent of 
ethnic, origin or religion. 
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RESOLUTION ON SOUTH-EAST ASIA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council held in Aden from 
the 21st to the 26th of March, 1981 views with deep concern the 
situation in Southeast Asia where tension continues to prevail. 
The national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea continue to be threatened. 
Peace and security of other countries in the region are not yet 
secured. 


The main cause of this situation is the expansionist policy 
of the Peking ruling circles in collusion with US imperialism. 
They are using the genocidal Pol-Pot clique and other Khmer reac- 
tionaries to stage up a so-called “United Front” as a tool to 
grossly intervene in Kampuchea, and halt the rebirth of the Kam- 
puchean ‘people. They are instigating an atmosphere of confron- 
tation and disrupting the dialogue between the Indo-Chinese 
countries and the ASEAN countries, and using rebels disguised 
as revolutionaries to grossly interfere in the internal affairs of 
other countries in Southeast Asia. 


The Council therefore calls on the government of the People’s 
Republic of China ; 


— To put an end to its hostile policy against Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea and its policy of interference in other countries 
in Southeast Asia. 


— To early resume the talks with the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam to settle the problems in the relations between the two 
countries ; to give a positive response ot the proposal put forth 
by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Lao People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic and the People’s Republic of Kampuchea on the 
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signing of bilateral treaties of peaceful co-existence based on the 
principles of strict respect for each other’s independence, sove- 
reignty and territorial integrity ; non-aggression against each 
other, non-interference in each other’s internal affairs ; equality 
and mutual benefits ; good neighbourliness and settling all dis- 
putes by peaceful means. 


The Council highly appreciates the foreign policy of peace, 
friendship and cooperation of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the People’s Republic 
of Kampuchea. This policy constitutes a positive factor guaran- 
teeing peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


— Welcomes the good will of the governments of the three 
Indo-Chinese countries in putting forward their initiatives at the 
conference of their Foreign Ministers held in Phnom Penh (Jan- 
uary 1980), Vientiane (July 1980) and Ho Chi Minh City (January 
1981) aimed at improving the relations between the Indo-Chinese 
countries and ASEAN countries and consolidating peace, stability 
and cooperation in Southeast Asia. 


— Deems that although differing in political and social 
systems and on various questions, the Indo-Chinese countries and 
the ASEAN countries share the common basic interests, namely 
regional peace, stability, friendship and cooperation, vital condi- 
tions for maintaining national independence and security and for 
building their countries into prosperous and happy ones, each 
according to its own way. 


— Welcomes the February 22, 1981 Appeal by the Soviet 
Government to ASEAN and other governments in Asia support- 
ing the three Indo-Chinese States’ initiatives to make Southeast 
Asia a peaceful and stable region, thereby demonstrating its deep 
concern for the cause of peace and independence in Asia as well 
as elsewhere in the world. 


— Calls on the ASEAN countries to conduct constructive 
dialogue with the Indo-Chinese countries with a view to easing 
the tension, gradually promoting their mutual understanding and 
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trust, facilitating the settlement of urgent problems of common 
interests so as to improve, step by step, the relations between 
the two groups, thus bringing about fine prospects for the build- 
ing of Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, stability, friendship 
and cooperation. 


— Expresses the firm conviction that good will shall pre- 
vail and the two hundred million people of Southeast Asia shall 
overcome all difficulties standing in their way and advance to a 
bright future with the materialization of their deepest aspira- 


tions. 
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RESOLUTION ON: AFGHANISTAN 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, sends 
its greetings to the Afghan people engaged in the struggle to 
consolidate the gains of their revolution and to build a new 
Afghanistan. The participants in the Council reiterate the posi- 
tion of the AAPSO which has consistently supported the great 
Saur Revolution of April 1978 from the beginning and its pro- 
gramme of bringing about deep socio-economic changes, agrarian 
and other radical reforms ending feudal and neo-colonialist op- 
pression, and overcoming the centuries-old backwardness and suf- 
fering in the country. 


The Council recalls the high appreciation of the very im- 
pressive achievements of the Afghan revolution by all democratic 
freedom-loving forces and witnessed by many imperial observers 
including high personalities from scores of Afro-Asian and other 
friendly counntries who visited Afghanistan in June 1980 under 
the auspices of the AAPSO. 


However, reactionary counter-revolutionary forces with the 
help of imperialism led by the USA and its old and new allies 
had soon enough launched a real undeclared war against the 
Afghan revolution which in its turn created a situation in which 
the legitimate leadership of the revolutionary forces in the coun- 
try had to ask for assistance by Soviet military forces to coun- 
teract this threat of external aggression. 


The Council condemns the imperialist manoeuvres and sland- 
ers to distort the sincere internationalist support extended by the 
Soviet Union to the Afghan revolution in defence of its noble 
goals. 
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The Council notes with satisfaction that both the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan and the Soviet Union have repeatedly 
declared that presence of the limited Soviet military contingents 
may be terminated as soon as these threats are removed on the 
basis of a negotiated political settlement between Afghanistan 
and its neighbours. The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
which has categorically declared that Afghanistan shall continue 
with its independent non-aligned status has repeatedly expressed 
its constant readiness to enter into peaceful negotiations with its 
neighbours either bilaterally or multilaterally, directly or under 
UN! or any other friendly international auspices, to resolve any 
outstanding dispute. But imperialism and all its allies spare no 
effort to keep the crisis and the confrontation alive by means of 
instigation and material assistance for continued armed military 
intervention from across the border. 


The AAPSO Council expressed its grave concern at a num- 
ber of recent statements by the new Reagan Administration. in. 
the USA of its intention to send heavier and more sophisticated 
weapons to the counter-revolutionary forces against Afghanistan 
thus threatening to escalate the military intervention against the 
D.R.A. to an even higher level with all its dangerous consequen- 
ces for the peace and security of the whole region. 


The AAPSO Council calls upon patriotic anti-imperialist 
forces in the region to exercise all their influence to bring.about 
a peaceful political solution to this problem through direct nego- 
tiations between Afghanistan and her neighbours which will 
bring about a return to the normal state of affairs including the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces on the basis of cessation of inter- 
ference by the imperialist forces and their allies. The Council 
supports the initiatives put forward by D.R.A. Government on 
14 May 1980 and again repeated recently. and calls for renewed 
efforts by all concerned forces to bring about on early settlement. 
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RESOLUTION ON JAPAN 


ee ee ase 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, 
capital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, took 
serious note of the increasing militarisation of Japan and the 
new threats it poses to the peace and security of Asia and the 
Pacific. Expanding on the existing Japan-U.S. military alliance, 
Japanese reactionary circles are today embarking on an ambi- 
tious new role for Japan to play as a giant military power to tally 
flouting and violating the Japanese Peace Constitution. 


The Council strongly condemns the Japanese-U:S. military 
collaboration on the basis of which Japan is the home port for 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet and provides free sorties for the ships 
of this fleet. Similarly, Okinawa is the base for the U.S. Rapid 
Deployment Forces for the North-East Asia and Pacific area. 


The Council expresses its grave concern over the Japanese 
Government’s novesto massively increase its military spendings, 
and expand and reinforce the Japanese Self-Defence Forces. The 
Japanese Government is also collaborating with the USA in the 
military build-ups in the Gulf, Red Sea and the Indian Ocean thus 
becoming an important partner in the USA’s overall strategy for 
this entire region. 


The Council calls upon all Afro-Asian peoples to give full 
support to the Japanese people and their progressive movements 
who are today struggling against this rising menace of the revival 
of Japanese militarism «nd the arms build-up, on the one hand, 
and for the dismantling of the U.S. military bases from Japan, 
for a total ban on the possession or stationing of any nuclear 
weapons, and for a genuine independence, neutrality and non- 
alignment of Japan. 
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RESOLUTION ON KOREA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden,. 
capital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981. 


— Noting with concern the continued presence of US troops 
and mass destruction weapons in South Korea, including nuclear 
weapons, and the large-scale war exercise being staged in this: 
region, 


— Reaffirming the need for the peaceful solution of the 
Korean problem, 


— Having noted the new proposal on founding a Demo- 
cratic Confederal Republic of Koryo, and the ten-point political 
programme of a unified state set forth by the D.P.R. of Korea, 


— Supports the efforts made by the D.P.R. of Korea for 
the peaceful reunification of Korea according to the new proposal, 


— Strongly demands that the US authorities discard “two 
Koreas” policy, unconditionally withdraw all the US troops and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea and respond to the proposal 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to replace the 
Korean Armistice Agreement with a Peace Agreement at once. 


— Resolutely demands the abolition of fascist military dic- 
tatorship in South Korea, immediate and unconditional release 
of all political prisoners including Kim Dae Jung and the realiza-. 
tion of democracy. 


— Appeals to the Asian and African countries and peace- 
loving peoples of the world to unfold still widely the solidarity 
movement with the Korean people who are fighting for the reali- 
zation of the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
country. 


— 318 — 


RESOLUTION ON THE INDIAN OCEAN 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, 
capital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, exa- 
mined the extremely grave situation of U.S. arms escalation in 
the Indian Ocean, which not only threatens the sovereignty and 
security of the peoples in the lands around the Indian Ocean, but 
will also engulf the world in a thermo-nuclear war. 


The hopes and aspirations of the peoples in this region, that 
had been colonised and exploited for over 450 years by the Por- 
tuguese, the Dutch, the French and British colonialist and im- 
perialist forces, are once again being threatened by U.S. imperial- 
ism. Having failed in its attempts to subjugate these lands and 
exploit their resources, with such military formalities as SEATO 
and CENTO, which were rejected by the will of the peoples, 
U.S. imperialists have contrived other means to control the des- 
tinies of these lands and allow the continued exploitation of their 
resources by U.S. multinationals. 


Diego Garcia, has been developed as the largest naval, air 
and military base with nuclear capabilities outside the United 
States, and has been made the new Head Quarters of the U.S. 
oth Fleet. 


Besides this while expanding the existing U.S. military bases, 
new military bases and facilities are being built in Oman, Somalia, 
Egypt, Kenya and Bahrain. 


To further strengthen the naval and military presence in 
the area, the U.S. has brought into being the Rapid Deployment 
Forces, for the expressed purpose of military intervention in 
the countries of the region. This Rapid Deployment Force, is part 
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of the global strategy of U.S. imperialism to occupy oil-producing 
countries, and the aim to protect the reactionary regimes from 
popular uprisings and struggles. 


This also constitutes a threat to the stability and security 
of the independent states of the region. 


‘Simultaneously another move is being made to ‘extend “the 
sphere of responsibility” of the NATO, as well as Japan and 
ANZU, to cover the Indian Ocean, the Gulf area; and the Red 
Sea in order to involve these forces too in the planned military 
confrontation and adventures. 


All these imperialist interventionist forces are being created 
for the specific purpose of interference, in the internal political 
development and against the democratic liberation movements. 


The U.S. imperialism, having lost Iran for its nefarious acti- 
vities, with revolution in that country, began frantically looking 
for other fortholds in the region. The U.S. also organised an 
economic boycott against Iran by all its allies. 


The Council condemns the attempts of U.S. and its allies to 
postpone the UN Conference on the Indian Ocean scheduled to 
be held in Colombo in August 1981 and demands that this Con-. 
ference must be held as scheduled. 


The Council reiterates the demand of all Indian Ocean littoral 
states as embodied in the UN Resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 1971 
to declare the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace originally proposed 
by Sri Lanka. 


The Council fully supports the initiative made by H.E. Ali 
Nasser Mohamed, Secretary General of the Yemeni Socialist 
Party, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Coun- 
cil, and Prime Minister of the P.D.R. of Yemen at the Third 
Islamic Summit held in Taif in January 1981, and regards it as 
a constructive and positive contribution to peace and stability in 
the Indian Ocean, Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea. 
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The Council also supports the constructive proposals made 
by President L. Breznev in New Delhi and at the 26th Congress. 
of the Soviet Communist Party to maintain the Indian Océan as: 


a zone of peace. 


The Council further strongly supports the initiative of the 
President of Madagascar to convene a Summit Conference of all 
concerned countries in Madagascar early 1982 for the same 


purpose. 


The Council demands that U.S. dismantles the Diego Garcia 
base and all other military, naval, and air bases in the area. 


It demands that the U.S.. its allies and all other states 
remove their naval, military and air presences from the Indian 
Ocean and thus assist in the implementation of the UN Resolu-- 
tion to declare the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. 
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RESOLUTION ON SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The AAPSO 13th Council Session held in Aden, capital of 
the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen from March 20-26/ 
1981, having reviewed the latest developments, in the struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, apartheid and 
all other forms of domination and foreign oppression in the 
Southern African region : 


1. Notes with satisfaction the historic victory of the popu- 
larly elected government of Zimbabwe under Prime Minister 
Comrade Robert Mugabe with the support of the Frontline States 
and other peace-loving, progressive and socialist nations and 
peoples as constituting a significant event for the whole of South- 
ern African region. 


2. Recognising with appreciation the unflinching commit- 
ment of the Frontline States to the liberation of Namibia through 
SWAPO and South Africa through the ANC in the face of con- 
tinued imperialist plots, machinations and criminal acts of ag- 
gression aimed at destabilising the Frontline states and other 
African countries so as to make them cease to be reliable rear 
bases for the liberation struggle and provide sanctuary for the 
victims of the racist regime. 


3. Notes with complete satisfaction the unremitting strug- 
gle being conducted by the OAU for the total liberation of the 
oppressed masses of South Africa and Namibia, in particular the 
new strategy for liberation as declared in the Lome and all other 
relevant declarations. 


4. Warmly welcomes the effect of the OAU Committee of 
19 to inform the international community about the real situation 
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in Southern Africa, and to mobilise support, material and finan 
cial assistance for the frontline states. 


5. Fully appreciates the role of the UN, in particular the 
Special Committee against Apartheid, the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment, AAPSO, and all socialist and progressive nations in the 
struggle for the freedom of the oppressed in Southern Africa. 


6. Notes that the recent talks at Geneva to implement the 
UN plan according to the terms of Security Council Resolution 
435 to transfer political power to the people of Namibia was frus- 
trated by the intransingence of the South African Apartheid 
regime which continues to enjoy the protection and support of 
the Western imperialist powers. 


7. Reaffirms the latest accord signed by the Fronthine 
States after ‘the manipulated failure of the peaceful negotiations 
of the Geneva Conference which includes : 


a) <A pledge by the O.A.U., the Frontline States and Nigeria 
to support the escalation and intensification of the armed strug- 
gle being waged by SWAPO. 

b) An appeal to all freedom and peace-loving countries of 
the world to asist SWAPO in all fields, including political, eco- 
nomic, diplomatic and military assistance and 


c) That inequivocal support be given to the Frontline States 
so as to give them effective muscle for their tireless efforts in 
their quest for genuine independence of Namibia and the total 
eradication of apartheid and minority rule in South Africa aimed 
at ensuring the emergence of progressive anti-imperialist Gov- 
ernments of these countries. 


8. Reaffirms the urgent need for the total isolation of the 
racist regime of South Africa in political, diplomatic, military, 
nuclear, economic, cultural, technological and sport fields and in 
particular the imposition of effective oil] embargo against that 
regime and the strengthening and the strict implementation of 
the arms embargo imposed by Security Council in resolution 
C 118 (1977). 


9. Requests its affiliate organizations and support groups 
and appeals to all States and in particular the African States to 
put their fw weight behind the International Conference on 
Sanctions against South Africa to be convened by the United 
Nations and the OAU in Paris from 20 to 27 May 1981 with a 
view that the Conference adopts cencrete measures with respect 
to the strategy concerning the imposition of mandatory and com- 
prehensive sanctions against South Africa by the Security Coun- 
cil under ‘Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. 


10. Reiterates: and-reaffirms the :previous resolutions: pass- 
ed at the International Conference of AAPSO in support of the 
national movements and in solidarity with the Frontline States, 
held in Lusaka, Zambia from 10th to 18th April, 1979 in which : 


a) It noted with disgust the senseless, infiltrations, viola- 
tions of the territorial integrity of the Frontline States as well 
as the continued senseless killings of innocent, defenceless citi- 
zens of those states by the racist regime using weapons from 
imperialist Western Powers in particular, the U.S.A., Italy and 
Israel, and the Contact Group of Five (the U.S.A., West Ger- 
many, Canada, France and Britain). 


b) Unequivocally denounced the repeated violations of the 
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Frontline States by 
the racist South African regime with the support of her im- 
perialist, colonialist, neo-colonialist and fascist allies. 


c) Declared categorically that the presence of racist mino- 
rity regime in Namibia, and South Africa constitutes a grave 
threat and menace to the independence, sovereignty, peace and 
security in Africa and the world as a whole. 


d) Appealed to tic OAU, Non-Aligned Movenent and other 
progressive peace loving nations to abide to their commitments 
to the Frontline States and the legitimate movements of libera- 
ticn and 


e) Called upon the International Community to adopt effec- 
tive measures against the racist South African regime including 
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economic sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 


f) Issued an appeal to join efforts in the search for a 
future, free of inequalities and oppression, injustice and poverty, 
whereby the policy of force and military bases and pacts will be 
eliminated and in which each people may determine its own 
future, attain its political sovereignty and promote its own free 
economic and social development, without interference pressures 
or threats of any kind. 


11. Concludes that the struggle in Southern Africa is 2 
struggle for the peoples of the Canary Islands, Western Sahara, 
Palestine and all oppressed people of the world, for the creation 
of a new economic and world order, for man’s total freedom. 


12. Unequivocally rejects the projection of national libera- 
tion struggles as international terrorism and appeals to inter- 
national pudlic opinion and to democratic international and na- 
tional organisations to denounce with vigour and to condemn all 
the attempts. by imperialism ic portray the movements of na- 
tional liberation as international terrorism. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE RED SEA 
AND THE INDIAN OCEAN 


eee 


The 13th Council Session of AAPSO, held in Aden, capital 
of the People’s Democratic Republic of Yement from 20 to 26 
March 1981, having thoroughly deliberated on the situation in 
the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean and noting with serious con- 
cern the rapid and intensive militarization of these regions by 


imperialism «. 


— Strongly denounces the establishment of new US military 
bases in Egypt, Somalia, Oman, Kenya and the expansion 
of the Diego Garcia Base, and the recent deployment and 
military exercises of the Rapid Task force — which is — a 
terror-wing of the U.S. Pentagon, 


_. firmly underscores ‘that the setting-up of these U.S. bases 
and the heavy concentration of troops and weapons is direct- 
ed against the territorial integrity and social progress of the 
peoples in the region in general and Democratic Yemen, Re- 
volutionary Ethiopia, Mozambique and Madagascar ir par- 
ticular, 


— vehemently condemns the callous collaboration of the Egyp- 
tian, Somalia, Oman and other regimes whose contemptuous 
acts do not only threaten the peace and the security of the 
region but also deeply undermine and compromise the free- 
dom of their own peoples, 


— ealls on all progressive, democratic forces and the interna- 
tional community at large to unceasingly expose and pillary 
the devious and intermediationist schemes of U.S. imperial- 
ism and Arab reaction, 


— strongly urges. all peace-loving humanity to mobilize all its 
forces and fully support all endeavours and initiatives to 
make the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea a zone of peace. 
Such an appeal should be circulated on the international level 
and each national committee, governmental and all mass 
organizations are duly bound to publicize this appeal and 
work towards its realization, 


— fully supports the recent initiatives advanced by Presidents 
Brezhnev of the Soviet Union, Ratsiraka of Madagascar and 
Ali Nasser Mohamed of Democratic Yemen to make the 
Indian Ocean and the Red Sea a zone of peace and the con- 
vening of summits and regional] meetings towards the reali- 
zation of the noble goals that reflect the aspiration of the 
peoples in the region. 


—- emphatically affirms that the littoral states of the Indian 
Ocean and the Red Sea can play an important role in strug- 
gling against the imperialist military build-up, the defusion 
of tension in the region and in this regard hails the com- 
mendable and fruitful diplomatic measures taken by Revolu- 
tionary Ethiopia in the normalisation of relations and the 
establishment of good neighbourly co-operation with its 
neighbours which is an exemplary act to other African coun- 
tries. 


— voices in unequivocal terms the imperative of mobilising all 
progressive and democratic forces in Africa and Asia and 
the world over for the discussful struggle of making the 
Indian Ocean and the Red Sea a zone of peace free from 
imperialist military bases and troop concentrations, 


— taking into account that the reactionary regime of Ahmed 
Abdellah of the Comores is kept in power by the European 
mercenary troops and the multi-national corporations that 
are agents of imperialism AAPSO firmly condemns this re- 
gime, and also denounces the presence of French military 
bases in the isiand of Mavotte. which noses a serious menace 
to the independence and stability of the peoples of the 
region, 

one 


— demands the return of the island of Diego Garcia to Maurt- 
tius, and the restoration of the islands of Glovieuses, Juan 
de Nova, Bassas de India, Europa to the Malagasy Demo- 
cratic Republic, 


— strongly supports the right of the people of Reunion for 
self-determination, 


— calls upon all AAPSO members to work for the realization 
of the convening of 2 UN World conference on the Indian 
Ocean in Colombo this year, 


-— Stresses the need of maintaining the freedom of movement of 
non-military mercantile traffic on the high seas, freedom of 
passage through straits, and the intensification of the strug- 
gle for the dismantling of all imperialist military bases in 
the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE WESTERN SAHARA 


» En esos ee ee ye ere 


The 13th Council Session of AAPSO, held in Aden, capital 
of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981. 


Inspired by the principles enshrined in the Charters of the 
OAU and the UN and in particular the right of the people to seif- 
determination, 


Recalling resolution 1514 (XV) of December 14, 1960 con- 
cerning the granting of independence to colonised countries and 
peoples, 


Taking into consideration the pertinent resolutions of the 
OAU and the UN, particularly those adopted at the 35th ses. 
sion of the UN General Assembly in 1980. 


Conscious of the aggravation of the situation in north-west 
Africa as a result of the continued occupation of the territories 
of the Sahraoui Arab Democratic Republic by the Moroccan 
army. 


1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Sahraoui people 
to self-determination and independence, and expect of the sove- 
reignty and territorial integrity of their country, in conformity 
with the UN and OAU Charters and the objectives of resolution 
1514 (XV) of the U.N. General Assembly. 


2. Expresses its militant solidarity with and firm support 
for the struggle waged by the Sahraoui people under the leader- 
ship of their sole and legitimate representative the Polisario 
Front, to impose their independence and national sovereignty 
and command respect for their national integrity. 
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3. Condemns the continuation of the illegal occupation of 
the territories of the Sahracui Arab Democratic Republic by the 
Moroccan invasion forces and calis for the immediate and un- 
conditional withdrawal of these forces from all the western 
Sahara territory. 


4. Calls on the Moroccan government to start immediately 
direct negotiations with the Polisario Front to put an end to the 
war in the western Sahara. 


5. Strongly condemns the policy of aggression and desta- 
bilization pursued by the Moroccan regime, and its collusion with 
the racist Pretoria regime and other non-African forces against 
the people of the north-west African region. 


6. Congratulates the Sahraoui people for their continuous 
suecess on the military, diplomatic, political and social levels. 


7. Condemns the new arms sales by the American and 
French governments to the Moroccan government. 


8. Calls forthwith on the Secretary General of the OAU to 
implement the dispositions of the OAU' Charter concerning the 
admission of the Sahraoui Arab Democratic Republic to the Or- 
ganization in conformity with article 15 of its Charter. 


9. Expresses its disappointment of the new position adopt- 


ed by the European Parliament of the EEC on the decolonization 
of the Western Sahara. 
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RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE CANARY ISLANDS 
AND SPANISH COLONIALISM 


—— Ta aa 


The 13th Council Session of AAPSO, held in Aden, capital 
of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having studied 
the situation in the Canary Islands: 


1. Condemns the colonialist Spanish presence in the Canary 
Islands which prevents the people of GUAN CHE from exercis- 
ing their right to self-determination and attaining their inde- 
pendence like all the African peoples. | 


2. Considers the Spanish colonialist presence in the Canaries 
‘and in the Moroccan enclaves of Ceuto, Melilla and the Clafarinas 
Islands as a grave menace particularly that of present the 
Spanish government has officially asked for admittance to the 
NATO. Through Spanish colonialism NATO will install itself in 
north-west Africa to twin the Maghreb into a base of permanent 
aggression against the African Continent. Moreover Spanish 
colonialism obstructs the African boycott of South Africa as ‘all 
the lines of South African maritime, air, telegraph and telephone 
communications pass through the Canaries. 


3. Hails the struggle of the Canary Archipelago movement 
for self-determination and independence, which has since 1964 
waged a struggle for the independence of the Canary Islands. 


The group of the Afro-Asian Peoples should therefore help 
the movement in its struggle against Spanish colonialism, and 
adopt all political, economic and other measures against the 
Madrid government to force it to hold discussions with the 
movement with a view to decolonising the Canaries African 
Archipelago as soon as possible in accordance with the OAU 
resolutions and the OAU Charter. 
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RESOLUTION ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND COOPERATION IN AFRICA 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, 
capital of the P.D.R. Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981. 


Noting that at the moment when the struggle for the liqui- 
dation of colonialism is about to come to an end, the African 
peoples have entered the second phase of their struggle, the 
stage of economic development which is solely capable of conso- 
lidating and guaranteeing the political independence. 


Taking into consideration that the numerous meetings held 
at the level of the OAU, particularly the Lagos Conference or 
those held at regional level undoubtedly underline the importance: 
which the issue of development acquires everyday in Africa. 


Reaffirming that the struggle for the establishment of a 
more just and equitable international economic order constitutes: 
an integral part of the struggle for the peopley of Africa against 
imperialism to attain their political, economic and social libera- 
tion. 


Paying homage to the activities of the AAPSO in the field of 
economic development, invites the organization to set as a 
priority objective the search for a global strategy in the field of 
independent development, responding to the legitimate aspira- 
tions of the people of the continent. It encourages the practical 
efforts exerted by the African countries in the domain of bila- 
teral and regional economic cooperation taking place within the 
OAU framework, and calls on national solidarity committees 
to accelerate those measures which constitute one of the funda- 
mental factors of economic independence and national develop- 
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ment. Neo-colonialism continucs to perpetuate itself in Africa 
where the old colonialist forces interiere frequently in the econo- 
mic, social and political domains. 


Attempts of destabilization are being made in collaboration. 


with circles using mercenaries, who actually constitute a ter- 
rorist force encouraged by the imperialist countries. 


RESOLUTION ON THE MASS MEDIA 
OF COMMUNICATIONS 


es cera eh Se ee ee at A TT ct a NITES AIP RO SO AE yt SED 


The Third World countries and peoples were subjected to 
plunder on a wide scale by colonialist and imperialist forces. Con- 
sequently imperialist information monopolies reflect the huge 
concentration of expertise, financial and technical potentialities 
of the mass media. 


These imperialist monopolies distorted the human character 
of the means of mass communication, by the role played by their 
media with a view to impeding the developing countries’ struggle 
for liquidating the sequels of colonialism in the cultural field. 
The imperialist information and propaganda media also try to 
sabotage the efforts of developing countries through their un- 
human acts of distortion of culture, using their means in export- 
ing news, information, cinema films, radio and television broad- 
casts throughout the world, with a view to creating a consump- 
tion society closely linked to the style of life in capitalist coun- 
tries. 


All the present time these media are devoted to play a most 
significant role in the imperialist strategy. They have become 
a real tool of propaganda and delusion, using their tremendous 
and most artful means to control the conscience, emotions and 
behaviour, that is to say, the whole psychological make up of in- 
dividuals and peoples. 


In this regard, a number of modern developed apparatuses, 
and crafty methods aimed at blurring information and deluding 
the people the world over and imposing upon them a coubtful 
information system are continuously being devised. 


With a view to safeguarding the interest of Afro-Asian peo- 
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ples, and to confronting the dangers of the imperialist informa- 
tion tide : 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, capital 
of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, recommends 
the following : 


1. The necessity for consolidating the national mass media 
in developing countries, by creating national news agencies and 
establishing regional news agencies with a view to restraining 
the influence of the Western monopolist news agencies. The 
AAPSO Thirteenth Council commends the efforts being made for 
setting up a world-scale news agency for Afro-Asian peoples, 
and a world famous African news agency. 


2. The Council claims the right of developing countries’ 
peoples in imposing its censorship over the news — and their 
right in conveying and highlighting the true facts of their lives, 
national cultures, and customs, in protection of their peoples’ in- 
terests. 


3. The Council reaffirms that the mass media should satis- 
fy the needs of promoting culture among peoples and disseminate 
knowledge and combat illiteracy among citizens. 


4. The Council stresses the necessity for giving attention 
to the establishment of the technical base needed for the opera- 
tion of the various mass media and giving special care to the 
training of national cadres for the management and operation of 
national mass media systems in these countries. 


5. The Council stresses the need for cooperation in the field 
of professional training for information and press cadres among 
Afro-Asian countries, with a view to developing information and 
the mass media in these countries. 


6. The Council emphasizes the importance of the fact that 
the mass media serve the objectives of cooperation and mutual 
understanding among the peoples of the world, and strengthen: 
the ties of friendship among them. 
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7. The Council underlines the importance of mass media in 
serving the cause of international detente, and of putting an end 
to the arms race with a view to consolidating international peace 
and security, and in contributing to a better understanding of 
these questions. 


8. The Council stresses the need for using the mass media 
in Afro-Asian countries for rectifying the commercial concep- 
tion of information reality. The media should concentrate their 
activities on the priorities of economic and sociological develop- 
ment, as well as the promotion of culture, with a view to answer- 
ing their national needs. 


9. The Council stresses the need for liquidating the negative 
aspects resulting from the concentration of information in the 
hands of western monopolies, and for striving for the establish- 
ment of a new world information order on the basis of mutual 
and interdependent cooperation. 


The Thirteenth Council notes with satisfaction the work 
done by the countries of the non-alignment movement and by 
UNESCO, aimed at setting up a new world information order. 
The Council calls on the national solidarity committees to contri- 
bute to the implementation of the resolutions and recommenda- 
tions of the Twenty first Session of UNESCO. 


10. The Council also urges the mass media in Afro-Asian 
countries to strengthen the relations among themselves on one 
side, and the relations with the mass media in socialist countries 
on the other, while taking into consideration these peoples’ in- 
terest in the global anti-imperialist struggle, and the efforts being 
made for restraining imperialist cultural influence. 


11. The Thirteenth Council underscores the urgent necessi- 
ty for giving special attention to teaching and using the native 
languages in Afro-Asian countries, with a view to addressing the 
peoples in these countries in their native languages, and to safe- 
guarding their national cultures and their constructive contri- 
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bution to life in all spheres, whether economic, political, social or 
cultural. 


12. The Council condemns the efforts of imperialist. infor- 
mation for blurring the cause and struggle of the Afro-Asian 
peoples and the national liberation movements the world over. 
It calls on all the progressive forces in the world to spare no ef- 
fort and strive by all possible means to break the link of siege, 
isolation and blurring of information hy imperialist media. 
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TRANSITIONAL ORGANISATIONAL RESQLUTION 
OF CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in. Aden, capi- 
tal of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981. 


Taking into account that the work of the AAPSO, in the 
last few years, proved the necessity to have two distinct posts, 
the post of President and the post of Secretary General, which 
in reality has been practised in the last few years, officially adopts 
this structure thus to enable the effectiveness of the AAPSO. 


The Council resolves that : 


First : The President of the AAPSO shall be elected by the 
Congress or the Council, from the prominent personalities of the 
Afro-Asian Movement, in the country of the AAPSO' headquar- 
ters, on the proposal of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee from 
that country, according to the Constitution of the AAPSO. 


The President of the AAPSO shall be the official represent- 
ative of the Organisation and in accordance with the principles 
of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation, shall repre- 
sent the AAPSO in the international arena. He supervises the 
execution of the tasks of the Organisation. 


—- The Secretary General of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ So- 
lidarity Organisation shall be elected by the Congress or the 
Council. 


— The Secretary General shall coordinate all the activities 
of the Permanent Secretariat in cooperation with the President 
of the AAPSU. He shall implement, in day-to-day action, the re- 
solutions of the Congress, the Council, the Presidium and the Per- 
manent Secretariat. 
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— The Congress or Council elects the Permanent Secre- 
tariat, composed of 20 representatives of member-organisations. 
The Permanent Secretariat elects from amongst its members four 
Deputy Secretary Generals on the basis of efficiency and geo- 
political distribution. 


Second : The Council, taking into account the realities pre- 
vailing in certain countries, decides that in special and excep- 
tional cases there may be more than one member-organisation 
from the same country. 


Third : The Council, deeming that a number of Western 
European and North ‘American Organisations which are primarily 
concerned with Afro-Asian causes on the basis of militant soli- 
darity against imperialism, and adhere to the principles of the or- 
‘ganisation, has been very active in the expansion of our scope 
of: action, decides that access.to associate membership of the 
AAPSO is open to them. 


Fourth : Taking into consideration that the practice of last 
years having demonstrated the necessity of expanding and con- 
solidating the Presidium, therefore the Council decides that the 
Presidium will be composed of the President, 7 vice-presidents, 
Secretary General, 34 members of solidarity organisations from 
Afro-Asian, European socialist countries and Western European 
and North American countries. The members of the Permanent 
Secretariat ex-officio, participate in the sessions of the Presid- 
Jum. 


Fifth : Taking into the account the need to further streng- 
then the AAPSO ‘activities and objectives particularly in relation 
with international governmental and non-governmental organi- 
sations and UN specialised agencies; the Council appreciates the 
actions and achievements of the Afro-Asian Centre in Geneva, and 
in order to consolidate and harmonize relations between the 
Centre, the Permanent Secretariat and other AAPSO organs, the 
representative of the AAPSO' in Geneva (Director of the Centre) 
shall be considered a member of the Presidium of AAPSO. 
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Sixth : The Council in pursuance of the objectives of the 
AAPSO, and for ensuring an ever increasing representation of 
the anti-imperialist organisations from Afro-Asian nations, rati- 
fies the membership of the following organisations in the 
AAPSO : 


POLISARIO 
Union des Komoriens, Uni-Kom (Comoro Islands) 


Socialist League of Malawi. (Lesoma) 
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Mauritius Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee. 


The Council welcomes the return of the Uganda People’s 
Congress to the active membership of the Organisation. 


The Council ratifies, upon the request of. member-organisa- 
tions concerned, the official names of these organisa‘ions as : 


— The Peace and Solidarity Committee of Bahrain 


— The Democratic Natlonal Front of the Arab Republic of 
Yemen. 


The Council ratifies the recommendation of the Eighth 
AAPSO Presidium to the effect that, ZAPU and ZANU «wre both 
members of the AAPSO Zimbabwe. 


In view of the request of progressive forces in Cyprus to 
expand the activity and strengthen the Afro-Asian So idarity 
Movement in the country, the Council mandates the Secretary- 
General to lead an AAPSO delgation to undertake talks aid con- 
tacts on the spot for this purpose. 


Seventh : The Council has elected the Presidium of the 
AAPSO as follows : 


1. President 
Mr. Abdel Rahman El Sharkawi (Egypt) 


2. Vice President. 
Mr. Aziz Sherif 
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3. Vice President 
Mr. Vassos Lyssarides 


4. Vice President 
Mr. Alfred Nzo (ANC S.A.) 


5. Vice President 
Mr. Abdel Mohsen Abu Meizer (P.L.0.) 


6. Vice President 
Mme Binh (Vietnam) 


7. Vice President 
Mr. Abdul Aziz (Sri Lanka) 


8. Vice President 
Mr. Ibragimov (U.S.S.R.) 


Members of the Presidium : 


9. Angola 

10. Benin 

11. Congo 

12. Ethiopia 

13. Guinea 

14. Guinea Bissau 
15. Namibia (SWAPO) 
16. Nigeria 

17. Mozambique 
18. Madagascar 
19. Uganda 

20. Zambia 

21. Algeria 

22. Lebanon 

23. Libya 

24. Syria 

25. P.D.R. of Yemen 
26. Afghanistan 
27. Banglades: 
28. Japan 

29. India 
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30. P.D.R. of Korea 

31. Mongolia 

32. Bulgaria (Solidarity Committee) 

33. Czechoslovakia (Solidarity Committee) 

34. Winland (Afro-Asian Solidarity, Mikko Lohikoski) 

35. France (AFASPA — Claude Gatignon) 

36. F.R.G. (Anti-Imperialist Commmittee, Peter Wahl). 

37. G.D.R. (Solidarity Committee). 

38. Hungaria (Solidarity Committee). 

39. Malta (Labour Party — Alex. Trigona) 

40. Poland (Solidarity Committee) 

41. U.S.A. (Nimsal) 

42. AAPSO representative, Director of the Afro-Asian Centre at 
Geneva). 


Eighth : The Council has elected the Permanent Secretariat 
of the AAPSO as follows : 


1. Mr. Abdel Rahman E] Sharkawi 
President (Egypt) 

2. Mr. Nouri Abdul Razzak 
Secretary General 


Secretaries : 
Algeria. 
4. Angola 
3. Congo 

6. Ethiopia 
7. Guinea 
Ms) 
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. GDR. 
. India 
10. Japan 
11. Madagascar 
12. P.L.O. 
13. South Africa (ANC) 
14. Sri Lanka 
15. Sudan 
16. U.S.S.R. 
18. Vietnam 
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19. P.D.R. of Yemen 
20. Zambia 


P.S. In the meeting of the Permanent Secretariat held in Aden, 
in the morning of the 26th March 1981, the Permanent 
Secretariat elected as Deputy Secretary Generals : 


Guinea — India — U.S.S.R. — P.D.R. of Yemen 


The election was endorsed by the Council in its Plenary Session 
of 26th March 1981. 
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RESOLUTION IN 
SOLIDARITY WITH THR 
PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Pe mm ge a ve I CE RT ES ES oN 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council held in Aden, ca- 
pital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 March 1981, having 
devoted a special meeting attended by all delegations from the 
various continents, 


Expresses its total and full support for and solidarity with 
Arab people of the People’s Democratic Republic Yemen under 
the leadership of the Yemeni Socialist Party, in their struggle 
against imperialism and the endeavours to encroach upon their 
sovereignty and independence, for intensifying their gains 
through socialism in favour of the masses. 


Views with satisfaction and appreciation the democratic 
transformations and the progressive economic and social achieve- 
ments that the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen under the 
leadership of its vanguard party, accomplished with a view to 
building a great socialist society. 


Supports the active role and staunch stand of Democratic 
Yemen in face of imperialist conspiracies and threats, represent- 
ed by the US manoeuvres and military bases being set up in the 
Sultanate of Oman and elsewhere. 


Welcomes the initiative of Comrade Ali Nasser Mohamed for 
convening a Summit Conference of all the states in the region 
with a view to drawing up policies that ensure the security and 
sovereignty of the Arab Peninsula and Guif region. 


Voices its high appreciation for the role being played by the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen in consolidating the libe- 


ration. movements in the region and their cohesion with all the 
forces of liberation, democracy, progress and peace in the world. 


The AAPSO Thirteenth Couxcil, while expressing its soli- 
darity with the great Yemeni people, reasserts its confidence in 
their steadfastness in face of all schemes, and their ability to 
attain their national goals. 


— Further appeals on all forces of peace and progress the 
world over to strengthen their material and moral support for 
the struggle of this great people for the protection of their achie- 
vements and the realization of their democratic and peaceful 
progress and unity. 


The Council extends heartfelt thanks to the people of Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Yemen, to its Socialist Party and President Ah 
Nasser Mohamed for hosting the Conference and providing all 
the conditions and unlimited potentials for facilitating its works 


Long five the People’s Democratic Republic of Ye:nen! 
Long live the Yemeni Socialist party! 
Long live the victorious leadership! 


Long live the peoples’ struggle for Freedom and Peace! 
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RESOLUTION ON THE WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN 


The 13th Session of the AAPSO Council, held in Aden, 
capital of the P.D.R. of Yemen, from 20 to 26 Macrh 1981, wel- 
comes the “World Congress of Women’ on Equality, National 
Independence and Peace that will be held in Prague from 8 to 13 
October 1981. It will be an important event not only for the 
international women’s movement, but for all progressive forces 
that are fighting against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonial- 
ism, hegemonism, racism, Zionism, apartheid, foreign occupation 
and oppression. 


The Congress will have a global character. It will discuss 
the question of women’s contribution to the liberation struggles, 
socio-economic development and progress in all its aspects. The 
problems of the equality of women at work, in the family and 
in various fields of social life will also be taken up. It will spe- 
cially be dedicated to the mobilization of all peace-loving women 
in defence of peace and social justice. 


Therefore, the 13th session of AAPSO Council urges upon 
all its national organisations to give it all possible publicity and 
encourage women in their countries to form “National Prepara- 
tory Committees” for an effective participation in this Congress. 
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PROPOSALS ON ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN 
THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION 


Proposals by the Soviet Delegate 


SE RR SR ee OM 


1. To organise an international conference for public opinion 
on the problem of imperialist terrorism. 
To set up an international inquiry Commission on imperialist 
terrorism. 


2. To organize an international conference to support the 
struggle of the people of Namibia (with AAPSO, ICSA, and 
other non-governmental organizations). 


3. To organize an international conference of solidarity with 
the Frontline States. 
(with AAPSO, non-governmental organizations and the Gele- 
gations of the concerned governments). 


The National Council for Friendship, Solidarity and Peace in 
the Democratic Republic of Sudan suggests a regional meeting 
for AAPSO Committees in the African Countries during this year 
to widen mass support for the liberation movement in Africa, 
specially in South Africa, Namibia, and frontline States. The 
meeting also can consider the question of establishing Solidarity 
Committees where they do not exist now. The National Council 
‘s ready to host this meeting and fix the date with the Permanent 
Secretariat cf AAPSO. 
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CABLE TO PRESIDENT HAFEZ EL ASSAD 
Secretary General of the Arab Baath Party, 
President of the Arab Syrian Republic 


The Thirteenth Council of AAPSO, held in Aden, addresses 
you his salutations, and highly appreciates your outstanding role 
in 'eading the struggle of the Arab Syrian people against the 
imperiaiist Zionist reactionary aggression, represented at this 
particular juncture by the Camp David and Washington Agree- 
ments, and their scsuels. 


The Council warmly praises the steadfastness of Syria in 
face of these conspiracies and its confroniation Together with 
the steadfastness and confrontation of the Arab masses and the 
members of the steadfastness and confrontation front, and par- 
ticularly the resolute resistance of the Palestinian Revolution 
under the leadership of the PLO, as well as the Lebanese national 
forces, represent the cornerstone and the basie factor in the 
policy that led the Camp David Agreements, to a dead-alley. 


The Council reaffirms the condemnation by the peoples of 
the entire world and by the forces of liberation, peace and de- 
mocracy, of the conspiracies aimed at shattering Syria’s stead- 
fastness and its heroic confrontation, whether internal reaction- 
ary conspiracies or acts of aggression and provocations from the 
outside. 


The Council at the same time highly appreciates the anti- 
imperialist line followed by the Arab Syrian policy and which 


was reflected by the conclusion of the Friendship and Coopera- 
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tion Treaty with the Soviet Union, and expresses also its appre- 
ciation for the starting of measures leading to the Syrian-Libyan 
merger and for the achievements, and the transformations that 
are being made at the level of economic and social progress by 
the militant Syrian masses. 


The Council further reaffirms its staunch and unrelenting 
support for your steadfastness and for the realization of your 
noble objectives of liberation and progress. 
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THE RESOLUTION OF THE AAPSO PRESIDIUM 


The AAPSO Presidium has decided to establish a Commis- 
sion on preparing amendments to the AAPSO Constitution. 
The Commission is composed by : 


1. Nouri Abdel Razzak (AAPSO Secretary General) — the 
Chairman of the Commission. 


Guinea. 

. Sri Lanka. 

ANC — South Africa. 
PLO. 

Vietnam. 

Angola. 

U.S.S.R. 

Lebanon. 

Ethiopia. 

11. GDR. 
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It is recommended to the commission to prepare in close 
contacts with the national AAPSO member-organizations the 
proposals of necessary amendments to the AAPSO Constitution 
and to submit them for the consideration for the next AAPSO 
Congress. To act from the 13th AAPSO Council to AAPSO Con- 
gress be held at the end of 1982. 
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CLOSING SESSION 


CLOSING SESSION 


SPEECH OF MR. ABDEL RAHMAN EL SHARKAWI, 
PRESIDENT OF THE AAPSO 


Cue eg ee er A ee 


Comrade Ali Nasser Mohammed, 

Secretary General of the Yemeni Socialist Party, 
Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s 
Assembly and Prime Minister, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I would like to extend to you my heartfelt thanks and to ex- 
press my gratitude. I am deeply impressed for this invaluable con- 
fidence you have conferred on the AAPSO Permanent Secre- 
tariat and by unanimously electing me President of the Organi- 
zation. I am but a man who has waged battles as a man-of- 
letters, an arm that he has opted as a weapon to combat evils ... 
1 am but a man struggling for the triumph of life over the ene- 
mies of life, a man calling, with all the force he possesses for 
live, goodness and right. 


No words of praise and thanks can convey all what I feel 
towards the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, revolution 
and leadership... people, government and party... for the efforts 
they made to ensure the success of this Conference, this Council, 
the 13th session which has secured unprecedentedly tremendous 
success ; political and moral. 


We have held this Conference under extremely difficult 


conditions. 


We have held this Conference while the enemies of solidarity 
umong peoples are trying to blockade our way ... to sow thorris 
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even in the ground of the Conference, heaping dust on us... to 
silence us... to turn life itself into a trap... But life is not a 
man trap... man is the master of life. 


So, with love we could overcome the dark suspicions, we 
jointed hands with affection... we aspired for success... and this 
aspiration stormed all the traps... in order for the arena to re- 
main one for fraternal encounters and not a battlefield. 


Indeed, no other gathering had ever been expected to meet 
such great difficulties as this. Yet, it has come up to its respon- 
sibility to attain such victory. 


Undoubtedly, you agree with me that the success scored by 
this conference is attributed to the excellent and extraordinary 
efforts paid by our heroic brethren, headed by President Ali 
Nasser Muhammed and all his comrades, in the People’s Demo- 
cratic Yemen. 


On your behalf, I would like to extend profound thanks to 
them. 


Before and during the Confernce, we saw the Yemeni com- 
rades working round the clock, in closest co-operation with the 
technical staff of the Permanent Secretariat. 


Allow me to extend thanks and to express appreciation and 
gratitude to the technical Secretariat for their excellent contri- 
bution... translation, typing, photocopying and all such work 
which constitutes the backbone of the whole thing. 


It goes without saying that the holding of this gathering on 
the land of the Democratic Yemen is one of the decisive factors 
in ensuring the great success we have achieved. 


The great success our Council’s 13th Session has secured 
will remain a source of pride, a source of will to attain the better 
and the best. 


In fact this meeting is an important turning point in the 
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history of our activity. First, it is a historic achievement in the 
struggle against Zionism, imperialism and colonialism in all its 
forms... Second, it is a decisive reply to the enemies of peoples, 
and to U.S. and imperialist military concentration of forces in 
the Gulf, the Red Sea‘and Indian Ocean, as well as. other im- 
perialist military bases. Third, it is a strong and conscious appeal 
for the unity of all forces fighting against imperialism, Zionism, 
racism and colonialism, to unite their heroic militant forces in a 
wide front that extends over the lands, which unites African and 
Asian peoples, and friendly peoples who are tied to us by the 
links of common destiny. This would be a vigilant courageous 
move for the unity of struggle of the African peoples, the social 
and democratic forces, the Socialist countries and the U.S.S.R. 


Among the greatest achievements of this session is the 
realisation of the unity of all patriotic forces in our Arab nation. 
These forces who are waging a heroic struggle to fall down the 
Camp David Agreements, and for the establishment of the Pales- 
tinian state on the Palestinian homeland, under the leadership 
of the P.L.O., its sole legitimate representative inside and outside 
Palestine. Moreover this session that was held in a most fraternal 
atmosphere, was an invaluable opportunity to clear the misunder- 
standing among the Arab Solidarity Committees, which in fact 
was an unfounded misunderstanding between comrades in a 
common struggle, a common path and sharing a common objec- 
tive. The suffering we all endure, succeeded in dispelling all 
doubts in our hearts and restored friendship, peace and a unified 
will. This is itself a great achievement. It is inevitable that a 
common Arab front should be formed by all the Arab national 
forces fighting against Israel, Zionism, imperialism and their 
schemes, as well as against the Camp David Accords and Arab 
reaction. This national Arab front shall be able to realize real 
democracy for the sake of protecting the wings of its struggle, 
and shall proceed to victory, unfettered, while playing the tune 
of fraternity instead of dragging its chains, heart filled with 
hope and awareness, while on the horizon appears the dawn of 
a new day. 


The unity of the Arab national movemnt owes to our meet- 
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ing here on the land of Democratic Yemen, all the sincere feel- 
ings, the comrades on the same path were keen to express. It also 
owes a great deal to the presence of Brother Yasser Arafat 
among us and his valued role in settling the small side-differen- 
cies, and in closing ranks, so that the waves of national will, flow 
like the high tide of the sea. 


What we accomplished during this session is in fact a strong 
impetus to our organisation, we defined the next programme of 
action, consolidated its leading and directing bodies, and our or- 
ganisation was in great need for such consolidation, as well as 
to the expression of growing responsibility towards its future 
and role. 


We ‘have already accomplished a great deal of the tasks 
which were incumbent on our Council in this session. We called 
for the consolidation of independence, peace and security in 
South-East Asia and the Asian continent, and the strengthening 
of cooperation among its countries; we also called for continuing 
the struggle till the end, until the total elimination of the last 
bastions of racism and racial discrimination in Southern Africa, 
for the consolidation of the African peoples’ struggle for deep 
social transformations in Africa, and for total support of the 
struggle of the people of Latin America for democracy. 


We also called for the consolidation of the national inde- 
pendence of the newly independent peoples, by enriching its con- 
tent by social development, economic progress on one side, and 
by the unity of all the forces who oppose imperialism, colonialism 
and racism, the forces of national liberation in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, the forces who rallied around the great principles 
of Bandung, the non-alignment forces, the forces of democracy, 
peace, and justice the world over, and the friendly socialist coun- 
tries, on the other. 


It remains for us to respond to these appeals, realize the 
hope, and shoulder the task, as it should be assumed by strong 
and honest people. So let us then start the work. 
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At the end, we shall be returning from Aden, after having 
achieved even more than we had hoped for. 


We shall return from Aden, but shall never forget it, and 
never forget the Yemeni comrades and all what they generously 
gave of themselves and of their efforts. 


We shall never forget the affection, hospitality, generosity, 
efforts, vigilance and determination... We shall not forget the 
Yemeni people, the revolution, the Yemeni Socialist Party or its 
leader Comrade Ali Nasser Muhammed. 


We shall not forget anything... Never shall we forget that 
we are required to protect this great people... and their revolu- 
tion and leadership... because today they are the immediate 
target for the imperialist and Zionist conspiracies... 


We shall not forget that to protect the Yemeni revolution 
is to protect the future of all of us... It is our day-to-day duty... 


We shall not forget that our vigilant protection of the 
Yemeni people, their leadership and their leader Ali Nasser 
Muhammed is the protection of all our national rights and aspira- 
tions, protection of the hand capable of frustrating the imperial- 
ist adventures... It is the hand that holds the Bab el Mandab 
straight, the hand which is capable of making it an artery of 
prosperity and not an open field for adventures. 


We shall not forget the Yemeni’s battle for unity... for a 
new society... and we shall give it all support. 


We shall never forget you, Yemeni comradesg...... 


We shall not forget brother Yasser Arafat’s hope that we 
should hold a Conference in Jerusalem. 


We shall work under a most cherished slogan ; Towards a 
Solidarity Conference in Jerusalem, capital of independent sove- 
reign Arab Palestine. 


Long Live Democratic Yemen ! 
Long Live the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity ! 
Long Live the Peoples’ Solidarity ! 
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CLOSING SESSION 


SPEECH OF COMRADE ALI NASSER MOHAMED 


CHAIRMAN! OF THE PRESIDIUOM 

OF THE SUPREME PEOPLE’S COUNCIL. 

IN THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
OF YEMEN AND PRIME MINISTER 


Dear Comrades and Friends, 


It is indeed a great source of pleasure for me to congratulate 
you warmly on the success of the 13th Session of the AAPSO’ 
Council, which certainly came as a result of the tremendous’ 
efforts you have exerted during the meetings. 


Our people and party, while cherishing the major results 
achieved by your conference, are highly confident that these 
fruitful results will constitute a new factor in the consolidation 
and development of the role assumed by the AAPSO in the 
struggle waged against imperialism, Zionism, racism, and racial 
discrimination for the realization of national liberation and social 
progress for our two continents and peoples. 


Comrades and Friends, 


Your august gathering here is the first international meet- 
ing of its kind in our country. Though some short-comings may 
have occurred undoubtedly, yet I am confident that you wil) take 
full cognizance of our circumstances. At the same time I apolo- 
gize for any such shortcoming on the part of our Yemeni com- 
rades. 


Dear Friends and Comrades, 


T avail myself of this opportunity to announce that J have 
ne honour and pleasure to inform you of the decision adopted 
by the Presidium of the Supreme Council based on a decree cf 
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the Yemeni Socialist Party’s Politburo to grant the AAPSO the 
October 14 Revolution Order, the highest award in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Yemen in appreciation of the prominent 
militant role assumed by the Organization during its past history, 
which has been fraught with principled solidarity stances vis-a- 
vis the causes of liberation and democratic struggle waged by the 
militant peoples against imperialism, Zionism and racism ; and 
as an expression of our loyalty to the positions adopted by 
AAPSO in solidarity with the struggle of our Yemeni people for 
the realization of national independence, for the defence of the 
achievements of the Yemeni Revolution, and for the reunifica- 
tion of our national soil on sound democratic basis ; and. in:.ap- 
preciation of the paramount role played by your Organization in 
upholding the struggle of our Arab Palestinian people and the 
entire Arab nation against imperialism and Zionism. 


I have the pride and the honour to bestow this most distin- 
guished order on your Organization, as a living symbol of the 
principled militant relations between our people and party on one 
hand and all the patriotic, militant progressive forces on the 
other hand, within the framework of the AAPSO and all revolu- 
tionary forces the world over. 


May our militant struggle for peace, progress and socialism 
be further strengthened ; and may our struggle be unified in 
one front against war, against imperialism and its springboards 
wherever they are for the sake of upholding the revolutionary 
objectives and values for which our people struggle in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean and elsewhere in the world. 
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APPEAL TO THE PEOPLES AND GOVERNMENTS: 
OF AFRICA AND ASIA. 
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We, participants in the AAPSO Council Session represent- 
ing political parties, liberation movements and mass organiza- 
tions of more than 80 countries, call on all the peoples who stand 
for the lofty principles of freedom, men of culture, church repre- 
sentatives, on all peoples of integrity who are gravely concerned. 
by the deterioration of international situation, and who sincerely 
wish to safeguard peace on earth. 


We call on all workers and farmers, on all of you the 
working masses, the representatives of intelligentsia, on all who 
put their work, their knowledge and energy at the service of 
social development and the promotion of culture in their coun- 
tries. 


We call on you, members of parliaments and governments, 
diplomats and newsmen whose untiring activities result in the 
contribution of African and Asian countries, to the humanitarian 
tasks of the international community. 


We call on you — representatives of the young generations 
of two great continents and also to you —- women and mothers. 


The world is witnessing new and open U.S. attempts for 
grabbing the national riches of Asian and African countries ; 
while following their adventurist policy, which endangers peace, 
American imperialists do not refrain from using all means of 
aggression, such as open military intervention and acts of inti- 
midation to attain their objectives of military, political, economic 
and cultural domination. 


The forces of imperialism at present are forcibly trying to 


— 360 — 


attain on illusive unrealistic objective, namely to impede pro- 
gressive changes in the world, and to restore their lost position 
of supreme ruler of the world, and their role of master over 
‘peoples’ destiny. 


To attain this goal, the U.S. are setting up a network of 
‘military bases encircling the Asian and African countries. It is 
for this aggressive purpose that they have implanted huge mili- 
tary concentration of forces in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean, 
thus threatening the security of the 36 sovereign states in the 
region with the lethal nuclear weapons of the Diego-Garcia 
Island. 


The allegations of the so-called “danger of Soviet threat’ 
‘made with a view to clearing American policy from the charges 
of hegemony, expansion and the escalation of tension cannot 
‘deceive anybody. 


All peoples in the world are fully aware of the fact that the 
Soviet Union has proposed a peace programme, drawn with a 
view to easing tension off international situation, to putting an 
end to the arms race, and to ensuring permanent peace and se- 
‘curity of the world. 


Taking into consideration the responsibility we are all assum- 
ing at such a critical moment in the history of world develop- 
ment, we participants in the Movement of Afro-Asian Peoples’ 
Solidarity, meeting in Aden, urge you to: 


— Intensify an all-out struggle with a view to foiling the 
insane and adventurist schemes of imperialism, fraught with 
threats of extermination of mankind. 


— Take a firm stand and undertake a concerted strong 
action, aimed at bringing about disarmament, strengthening de- 
tente and peace in the entire world. 


— Strengthen solidarity with all the peace-loving people in 
the world, with the countries of the socialist community which 
firmly believe in the principles of peace and security. 
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— Foil the dangerous plans of imperialism aimed at attract- 
ing to its military orbit the newly independent states of Africa. 
and Asia. 


— Staunchly support the efforts made by governments and 
political forces for maintaining peace and security in the Arab 
Gulf, the Indian Ocean and the Far East regions. 


We are certain that the peoples of Asia and Africa, together 
with all the forces who stand for freedom and peace, shall frus- 
trate the dangerous schemes designed by the U.S. and its im- 
perialist and reactionary allies, and shall concert efforts to defend 
their freedom and their vital interests. 


We are also certain that they shall contribute to safeguard- 
ing the revolutionary gains of the peoples in our two continents, 
in the interest of the cause of world peace and progress. 


— Down with the criminal and hegemonist schemes of U.S. 
imperialists ! 


— Long live the militant solidarity of the peoples of Asia 
and Africa ! 


— Long live the unity of all anti-imperialist forces ! 
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—- CLOSING SESSION 


APPEAL FROM 13th COUNCIL OF THE AFRO-ASIAN 
PEOPLES SOLIDARITY ORGANISATION ON THE 
OCCASION OF MARCH 21, 1931 — INTERNATIONAL 

DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 


The 13th Council Session of the Afro-Asian Peoples Soli- 
darity Organisation meeting in Aden, People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Yemen, March 20 to 26, 1981, solemnly observed the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(March 21) at a special session, as an expression of its deep and 
continuing concern for the victims of apartheid and racism in 
South Africa and in Namibia. 


Having heard speakers from the Southern African Libera- 
tion Movements (African National Congress of South Africa) 
and SWAPO (South West Africa Peoples’ Organisation) of Na- 
mibia, representatives from the U.N. Special Committee against 
Apartheid, governments, national and international non-govern- 
mental organisations committed to the anti-apartheid, anti-racist 
and anti-colonial struggle, the 13th AAPSO Council makes an 
urgent appeal to the international community for an intensifica- 
tion of the world-wide struggle against the racist apartheid 
regime, as called for by the United Nations Special Committee 
against Apartheid, the Organisation for African Unity and the 
Conference of Non-Aligned States. 


In particular, the AAPSO Council Session fully supports the 
call for the immediate imposition under chapter VII of the UN 
Charter, of mandatory economic, trade and other sanctions 
against the racist Pretoria regime, and reiterates its determina- 
tion to make the UN sponsored International Sanctions Confer- 
ence scheduled to be held in Paris, May 20 to 27, 1981, into a 
resounding success. 


The Council makes an earnest appeal to all states, specially 
the oil exporting countries, to impose an embargo on the sale 
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and delivery of this strategic commodity to the racist regime in 
terms of the UN General Assembly resolution and provide severe 
penalties on oil cartels and tanker operators that continue to 
supply oil to racist South Africa. 


The AAPSO Council also calls upon the international com- 
munity to: 


a) demand that SWAPO and ANC freedom fighters be re- 
cognised as prisoners of war in terms of the Geneva con- 
ventions ; 


b). condemn the imposition of the death sentence on SWAPO 
and ANC freedom fighters — Kateka, Lubisi, Nelson 
Mandela, Manana, Machigo and others ; 


c) demand and campaign for their release and the release 
of Nelson Mandela and of all political prisoners in South 
Africa and Namibia. 
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CABLE 


H.B. Ambassador A. Clarke, 
Chairman, U.N. Special 
Committee Against Apartheid 
United Nations, 

New York. 


AAPSO 13th Council meeting in Aden People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen observed special session devoted to Interna- 
tional Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination today March 
21 in support of heroic struggles waged by oppressed and ex- 
ploited peoples of South Africa and Namibia Stop The session 
hails efforts of UN Committee against Apartheid under your 
inspired leadership to eliminate the racist scourge Stop Be assur- 
ed of our total support and we reaffirm commitment to work for 
success of UN! Sanctions Conference in May Stop Warm regards 
and high considerations. 


LIST OF 
PARTICIPANTS 


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 


Chairman of the 13th Council 
M. Ali Abdel Razzak Batheeb 


‘Vice-Presidents of the AAPSO 
M. Aziz Sherif 
Dr. Vassos Lyssarides 


Permanent Secretariat 


M. Abdel Rahman E] Sharkawi, Secretary General (Egypt) 

M. Nouri Abdel Razzak, Acting Secretary General 

M. Facinet Bangoura, Deputy Secretary General (Guinea) 

M. Baren Ray, Deputy Secretary General (India) 

Dr. Mehdi El Hafedh, AAPSO Representative in Geneva 
(Director of the Afro-Asian Centre) 

M. Zobeir Seif El Islam, Secretary (Algeria) 

M. Moossa Moolla, Secretary (ANC S.A.) 

M. Daniel Kouyella, Secretary (Congo) 

M. Willi Sommerfeld, Secretary (G.D.R.) 

M. Mohamed Sobeih, Secretary (Palestine) 

Miss Eva Ranaweera, Secretary (Sri Lanka) 

Dr. Asim O. El Rayah, Secretary (Sudan) 

M. K. Haidongo, Secretary (Namibia - SWAPO) 

Dr. Samandar Kalandarov, Secretary (USSR) 

M. Nguyen Phuc Duong, Secretary (Vietnam) 

M. K.M. Maimbo, Secretary (Zambia) 

M. Abdel Galil Ghailan, Secretary (P.D.R. of Yemen) 

M. Edward El Kharrat, Assistant Secretary General for 
Technical Affairs 

Miss Elli Mozora, Collaborator (Afro-Asian Development 
and Information Centre) 
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Members Organizations : 


1 — Afghanistan (Peace and Solidarity Movement of Afgha- 
nistan) 
Mrs. -Anahita Ratebzad 
Mrs. Shafika Ramenda 
Dr. Quassem 


2 — Algeria (Parti FLN); 
M. Bounekraf Abdel Kader 
M. Sadek Zwaten 
M. Lahsinat Nour 
M. Mohamed Mellouh 


3 — Angola (MPLA — Partido de Trabalho) 
M. Bengui Pedro Joao 
M. Domingos Coelhoda Cruz 


4,— Bahrein (Peace and Solidarity Committee of Bahrein} 
M. Abdulla Alrashid 
M. Youssif E] Hassan 
M. Fahd Mohamed Abdalla 


5 — Bangladesh (AAPSO — Bandaglesh) 
M. Mohiuddin Ahmed 
M. Ali Sarwar 
M. A.S.M. Abdur Rob 


6 — Benin (Parti de la Révolution Populaire du Bénin) 
El Hadj Adamou Amzat 
M. Justin d’Almeida 


7 — Botswana (Botswana Democratic Party) 
M. Michael Raberens Tshipinare 


8 — Canary Islands (MPAIAC) 
M. Antonio Cubillo 
M. Cruz Delgado Juan 
M. Fredy R. Jimenez Jimenez 


9 — Comores — Union des Komoriens (UNI-KOM) 
M. Said Abdallah 
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10 — Congo (ACAP) 


M. Balla Vital 


11 — Egypt (Egyptian Committee for Afro-Asian Peoples’ 


Solidarity) 

M.. Ahmed Hamroush. 

M. Mohamed Rifaat Mohamed El Shahawi 
Dr. Fouad Morsi 

M. Lotfi E!) Kholi 


12 — Ethiopia (Ethiopian Peace and Solidarity Committee) 


M. Tibebu Shiferalo 

M. Mesfin Nigussie 

M. Gebremedhin Hagoss 
M. Endrias Beshada 

M. Lakew Woldesemayat 


13 — Ghana (Ghana Peace and Solidarity Council) 


14 — 


M. Frederick Stephen Sey 
M. Dadzie Samuel Kyirebuah 
Guinea (P.D.G.) 

M. Diakite, Hamadi 

M. Sow, Alpha Ibrahim 


15 — Guinea Bissau (PAIGC) 


M. Correia, Alexandre 
M. Vasco Soares Da Gama 


16 — India, (All India Peace and Solidarity Organisation) 


17 — 


18 — 


M. Biswas Chitta 


Iraq (Iraqi Peace and Solidarity Council) 
M. Aziz Sherif 

M. Gabriel Ishak Girguis 

M. Mansour Abdallah Osman 


Japan (Japan A.A. Solidarity Committee) 
M. Masatoshi Shibata 
M. Yoshio Narita 


19 — Jordan (Jordanian Committee for Peace and Solidarity) 


M. Issam Hammad 
M. Ahmad Nabeel Nammari 
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20 — Kampuchea (Comité de Solidarité des Peuples Afro-Asiati- 
ques) 
M. Kim Seng Yit 
M. Prasidh Cham 
M. Kaonn Vandy 


21 — Korea (Korean Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity) 
M. Kim Sang Jun 
M. Pak Dong Chlan 
M. Pak Don Son 
M. Hann Song Ki 
M. Paek Yong Ho 


22 — Laos 
(Comité Lao de Solidarité des Peuples Afro-Asiatiques) 
M. Kham Seng Keo Sengstaith 
M. Vithound Vissonnavog 


23 — Lebanon (Lebanese Solidarity Committee) 
M. Albert Farahat 
M. Doureid Yaghi 


24 — Lesotho (Basutoland Congress Party) 
M. Koenyama S. Chakela 


25 — Socialist People’s Arab Libyan Jammahiraya 
(People’s General Congress) 
M. Abdel Wahab Al Zintani 
M. Omar El Dallal 
M. Farag Mohamed El! Souyaiti 


26 — Malagasy (Comité de Solidarité de Madagascar) 
M. E. Randriamihasinoro Emilson 
M. Ramaroson Everiste 
Mrs. Michelle Ramahampamonjy 


27 — Malawi (Socialist League of Malawi ‘“LESOMA”) 
M. Mundu Mwambetania 


28 — Mali (Comité Malien de Solidarité Afro-Asiatique} 
M. Niang Abderhamane 
Mrs. Doucoure Aissata Kone 


— 372 — 


29 — Malta (Malta Labour Party) 
M. Bartolo 


30 — Mauritius (Mauritius Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee) 
M. Khadaroo Mohumud D. Rashard 


31 — Mongolia (Mongolia A.A.S. Committee) 
M. Ochir Damdindorj 


32 — Mozambique (AMASP) 
M. Daniel Saul Mbanze 
M. Abner Sansao Muthemba. 
M. Abdul Carim Vazirna 


33 — Namibia (SWAPO) 
M. Petakvi Muniaro 
M. Shikwetepo Haindongo 
M. Samukumi Musiglelch 


34 — Nepal (A.A.P.S. Committee) 
M. Shrestha Krishna Prasad 
M. Ram Prasad Manapbdhar 


30 — Nigeria (Nigeria Committee of AAPSO) 
M. Ikpe Etokudo 


36— Oman (People’s Liberation Front of Oman) 
M. Mohamed Abdallah Hussein 
M. Abdallah Mohsen Mohamed 
M. Ahmed Salem Said 


37 — Palestine 


(PLO — Palestinian Peace and Solidarity Committee) 
M. Abdel Mohsen Abou Meizar 
M. Mohamed Hassan Melhem 
M. Fahd Daoud El Kawasma 
M. Saad El Din Ghandour 

M. Sadek El Shafei 

M. Omar El Chehabi 

M. Damien Odeh 

M. Mohamed Naif Nabolsi 

M. Yassin Maatouk 

M. Mohamed Ketemto 
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M. Moin Hamed 

M. Ahmed Gamil El Harami 
M. Talal Ahmed Abdel Kader 
M. Mohamed Abou Rafie 


38 — La Réunion (Comité de Solidarité de la Réunion) 
M. Ramin Jullien 


39 — Sahara (Polisario) 
M. Ebeid El Sheikh 


40 — Sao Tomé & Principe (S.T.P.) 
M. Sorio Prazerez 
M. José Maria Aguas 


41 — Somalia (Somali Socialist Revolutionary Party) 
M. Abdullah S. Ismail 
M. Ismail H. Farah 


42 — South Africa (A.N.C.) 
M. Yusuf Mahomed Dadoo 
M. Zola Skwayiya 
M. Shope Mark 


43 — Seychelles (Seychelles People’s Progressive Front) 
M. Albert Tex 
M. Manes, Antoine 


44 — Sri Lanka (Afro-Asian Solidarity Association) 
M. Abdul Aziz 
M. Ihambimuttu Duraisingam 
M. Bahaudeen M.M. | 


45 — Sudan 
(National Council For Friendship, Solidarity & Peace) 
Dr. Yousif Mohamed Bushara 
M. Abdallah Nasr Kenawi 
M. Abdel Kader Abassy 
M. Faiz H. Yousif 


46 — Syria (Syrian Solidarity Committee) 
M. Ahmed El Assaad 
M. Hadi Faouk Al Ara 
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M. Kamal Sharaf 
M. Ahmed El Hag Ali 


47 — Uganda (Uganda People’s Congress) 
Dr. Jack Madungha M.P. 


48 — Vietnam (Vietnam Afro-Asian People’s Solidarity Com- 
mittee) 
M. Tran Hoai Nam 
M. Le Dong Ngoc 
M. Nguyén La Con 


49 — Yemen Arab Republic (Democratic National Front) 
M. Sultan Ahmed Omar 
M. Mogahed Mogahed El Kahaly 
M. Abdel Hafez Kaed Fareh 
Dr. Abdallah Ahmed Nooman 
M. Elwan Masoud EI Soleihy 
M. Ali Seif Mokbel 
M. Abdel Kerim Ahmed Ali 
M. Mohamed Kassem Nouman 
Mrs. Nagat Ali Mohamed 
M. Rashid Magued Abdel Kerim 
M. Ahmed Ebn Elwan 


50 — Yemen People’s Democratic Republic 
M. Ali Abdel Razzak Bazeeb 
M. Ahmed Abdallah Abd El Ilah 
M. Salem Saleh Mohamed 
M. Mahmoud Ahmed Nagachi 
M. Riad El Akbari 

Saleh Hassan Mohamed 

Abdel Kader Bagammal 

Mohamed Abdel Kawi 

Farouk El Hakimi 

Ahmed El Hobechi 

Saleh Mothnanna 

. Fayeal Mohamed Abdallah 

. Abdel Galil Ghailan 

M. Ali Abdel Rahman Khan 

M. Abdel Waheb Faree 


BERSAR ARS 
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Naguib Hazam 

Mohamed Ben Sahl 

Hussein El Alfi 

Hussein El Fadli 

Ahmed Abdel Rahman Bashr 
Ali Saleh Nacher 

Farouk Ali Ahmed 

Ali Ahmed Hassan Hachach 
Ali Saleh Abdallah 

. said Abdel Wares 

. Ghanem Said Saad 

Mrs. Elham Abdel Wahab 

M. Nour Baabad 

Mrs. Radea Chamchir 

M. Mohamed Ghaleb 

M. Rajah Saleh Nagui 


51 — USSR (Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee) 

M. Ibrahimov, Mirza 

M. Dzassakov, Alexandre 

Mrs. Valentina Titova 

M. Issakhodjaev, Abdoulrashid 
M. Mels G. Kabulbekov 
M. Yousfonkhan, Chaker 
M 
M 


SSSSSERSRES 


. Zeinalov, Mirpacha 

. Tsvotkov, Viadimir 
M. Lioubomoudrov, Vladimir 
M. Lavrenenkov, Leonid 


52 — Zambia (United National Independence Party) 
M. Kamanga Reuben 
M. Kapembe Nsingo 
M. Khama Maimbo 


Associate Members 


53 — Bulgaria — Bulgarian Solidarity Committee 
M. Vassil Spassov Balevsky 
M. Ivan Vassilev Madolev 


54 — Czechoslovakia — Czechoslovak Committee of Solidarity 
Mrs. Marie Hruskova 
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M. Milan Madr 
M. Josef Krejci 


55 — France — (A.F.A.S.P.A.) 
M. Claude Gatignon 


56 — F.R. of Germany (Anti-Imperialist Solidarity Committee) 
M. Wahl Peter 


57. — Finland — Solidarity Movement of Finland 
M. Mikko Lehikoski 


58 — G.D.R. — GDR Solidarity Committee 
M. Kurt Seibt 
M. Kurt Kruger 
M. Dioner Siegfried 
M. Gunter Linb 
Mrs. Ruth Gericke 


59 — Hungary —- Hungarian Solidarity Committee 
Miss Livia Deak 
Miss Irina Pinter 
M. Gyula Suto 


60 — U.S.A. — NAIMSAL 
M. Ronald Stevenson 


61 — Poland — Polish Committee for Solidarity 
M. Jerzy Markiewicz 


International Governmental Organizations 


62 — Comité spécial des Nations Unies contre ]’Apartheid 
M. Coumbassa Djebel (Guinea) 
M. Katchourenko Efim K. (Ukrainian SSR) 
M. Amer Araim (Centre against Apartheid — UN) 


Non-Governmental Organizations 


63 — World Peace Council 
M. Aziz Sherif (Vice-President, Iraq) 
M. Behnam Petrus (Secretary, Iraq) 
M. Chitta, Biswass (India) 
M. E.R. Emilson (Madagascar) 
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64 — Women’s International Democratic Federation 
Mrs. Surjeet Kaur 


65 — Fédération Mondiale de la Jeunesse Démocratique 
M. Mabassy Léonard 


66 — W.F.D.Y. 
M. Saleem Altamimi 


67 — International Union of Students — IUS 
M. Vu Xuan Hong 


68 — Association Internationale des Juristes Democrates — 


AIJD 
M. Insumza, Sergio 


69 — OS.P.A.A.A.L. 
M. Arseno Rodriguez 
M. Rafael Couraige 
Mrs. Maria Magdalena Rodriguez Cabrera 
Mrs. Lopez Miryam 


70 — International Committee against Apartheid (ICSA) 
M. M.D. Naidoo (ANC — S.A.) 
M. Hinananye Nehova (SWAPO) 


71 — World Marxist Review 
M. Rybakov Vsevolod 


72 — Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
Mrs. Edith Ballantyne 


73 — Pan African Women’s Organization 
M. Prizusé Appolus 


74 — Conférence Asiatique Bouddique pour la Paix 
M. Batsukh 


75 — All Africa Students Union (AASU) 
M. Ampaw 


76 — Organisation of African Trade Union Unity 
M. Emmanuel Kyekematen Afrani 
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National Organizations and Guests 


77 — Arab Peninsula — The Popular Front of the Arab 
Peninsula 
M. Hamad Abdallah 
78 — Bahrain — People’s Front of Bahrain 
M. Said Seif 
M. Hosny Moussa 
M. Nasser Hussein Kassem 
79 — Chili — Unidad Popular 
Mrs. Aida Insunza 


80 — Cuba — Communist Party 
M. Ramos 


81 — Cyprus — Socialist Party (EDEK) 
M. Karkotis Stylianos 

82 — Cyprus — AKEL 
M. Donis Christofinis 


83 — Cyprus — Democratic Party of Cyprus 
M. Andreas Erotokritoy 


84 —- Greece — All Greek Socialist Movement 
M. George Stathis 


85 — Greece — Communist Party of Greece 
M. Parianos Georgios 


86 — Guyana — Council of Friendship 
M. Docbay Oud 


ST — Jamaica — People’s National Party 
M. Vincent Edwards 


83 — Lesotho — Basotho National Party 
M. Sixishe Desmond Tsepo 


89 — Nicaragua — Sandanista Liberation Front 
Miss Mireille Vijil 


90 — Puerto Rico — OSPAAL 
M. Felipe Cirino 
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91 — Rumania — Romanian Association for Friendship with 
Afro-Asian People’s 
M. Ion Pascu 


92 — Rwanda — Mouvement Révolutionnaire National pour le 
Développement (MRND) 
M. Ruzindana Emmanuel 


93 — Salvador — Frente Farabundo Marti Para La Liberacion 
Nacional — FMLN 
Mrs. Norma Guevara 


94 — Togo — Rassemblement du Peuple Togolais 
M. Kodjo De Medeiros 


95 — U.S.A. — Sanctions Working Group 
M. Steven D. Horton 


96 — U.S.A. International Indian Treaty Council 
Mrs. Allene Chockie Goddard 
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Mr, Abdel Rahman EI Sharkawi, Presi- 
dent of AAPSO and Mr. Nouri Abdel 
Razzak Secretary General of AAPSO, 
experssing their thanks and Gratitude to 
Comrade Ali Nasser Mohamed, Seerctary 
General of the Yemeni _ Socialist 
Party, Chairman of the Presidium of the 
People’s Supreme Council and Prime 
Minister. 
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